WHAT WE NEED TO DO, AND WHY

Writteon By _
Edward J. Dodson

A barsh .ttufb we all) face is tbe‘quickness wiib wbich tiwe
passes. Hopefully, ovr reflections ov tbe past &ield 9 sénse of
satisfaction that much bas beev Jearved and accomplished. I
counsider myself extrewely fortuvate to be able to say thié bas
beenb trve for we. Yeors of idntellectval and philosophical
\searcbing brought we some fivé years ago (by chance, or by
déstiny) to the bumbfe’bui)ding which bouses the Henry George

Schoo] in Philadelphbia.

I was at the time s stranger to Heonry George -~ the waun,' aond
bis ideas. There then begaon for me 30D fméersion joto bis Jife
énd work that continu;s;> i bave read, studied and tavebt wbat bhe
wrote. Io wy own way I have rewritten aond attewpted to expaud
vpon his @avnalyses. As my own seunse of understanding' bas
jocreased, I bhave wondered how it is that ovly we few recognize
bis vonique genivs. This question baé, of course, received tﬁe

sgttention of othetr Georgistss my owo conclusions follow.

“Ap evnd to the life of any jodividva) casn pever be thoveght of as

bappeving at a good tiwve. Tbe‘so;fow felt is al}l the wore

3098



V4

jotense whenvo the person is lJooked to for inspiratjon and
Jeadership., Georege's death in 1897 was'tbis type of tragedy, for
bis passiveg Jeft in the realm of iddeas 2 gap thbat bas yet to be
filled. Ove cav oblv speculate bow bis presevnce migﬁt bave
jnflvenced evénts bad be lived into ibe first few decades of the
twentieth century. What to ve seems jromic, is that Georgé was
apparently fully aware tbat conventioval wisdow was wovivng  ion @

_direction opposite to classical analﬁsis.

:in THE SCIENCE 6F POLITICAL ECONOMY he observed: "... it ﬁay
ﬁﬁw be said that tBe science of political ecovowy, as founded by
:Adam Swith and tavegbt .autbqtitaiively in 1880, has ©vow been
vtterly abandoved.” Altboueb this indicated George's disway over
the future of b%é discipline;.bis own sense of bhumility prevevnted
bim, I tbiok, from recogvnizivng tbat be was political economy's
]#st, best hope. His recogonition that the vew econpomics Jacked
the interdiscipfinary foundation of classical avalysfs might, bad
be lived, bave ditected avn .effective cha]ienge gt the nvew
~economists before their idesas became entreocbea.‘ As it was, - his
premature death Jeft the taskitd disciples i))-ptepaged for the

complexity of the task.

I would also suggest that the pace with ﬁbfcb .the
specia]ization of the world of ideas was woviong wo?ked agajust
George; bhad PROGRESS AND POVERTY been published éven just .
decade soonerltban its-1879 appeatrance, jts arguments might bave

served as the basis for a résurgeot classical political econowy.



As it tvurved out, George's attewmpt to restructure politica]_
ecovnomy teceived .but . scant atteotion from the scientific
cowmmvoity. Acadewia. had already focused on "a opew way of
tbiokiong about economic ptob]ems"vsetv down 4ip two books that
appeared-inv1871; the first written by a0 Eﬁg]isbman, Williaw
Stavley Jevons; and the se;ond by av Avstriav, Cat) Mevnger.
Jevouns Vand Menger ioterjectéd marginalist comcepts dinto the
analysis of warkets wbhich, we are told by wodernu economic
wiiters, "gave_to the analysis of political economy s degree of
systematizatioﬁ vorjvalled by the earlier classical writers" gnd
"jo so doing warked tbé trsonsition frow POLITICAL ECONOMY to
.iECONOMICS." With this self-provovnced advance the beart sud soul
of political economy were disp}aced by wethodology Jlimited ‘by. 8

reliavnce ovn statistica) probabilities s0d wathewmatical  wodels.

All tbis bad occurred before George's work_emerged;

Avotber, perhaps fina) pai]‘bammeted info George's c;ffin came
from the English ecovomist A]ffed Marsball. As Robert Hebert.
"writes: "Ip Marshall's eyes; Geo?ge ee. WBS . insensitivér to the
Joog-rvo jwplications of economic.chaoge ess avnd did vot seemw
wentally equipped to bandle>:tbe theory of competifive markets,
‘whbich was to Marshall the eésence Qf ecoﬁomiq gnalysis.” Tbus,
despite the widespread public responsiveness to George durjug bhis
lifetime, the wethodology" of the neoc]asgicists hadlalready won
the future -- a2 future to be dowinated by voiversity-trajoed

technicisus. Men of lJetters, of which George was one of the last
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and wost thovebtful, were relegated to a status of awatevr.

The wvDeoclassjicists' attack succéeded, jio part, becavse
classical political econmowy couvld nvot accouvnt for uvnewploywent: .
vnder "purelyvcompet{tive" conditiovns. The vew economists built
their discipline on the observation tbat in the absolute sense
ai] tresovrices are finite apd” therefore, écatce. They theo
-concerned thewselves with tbe dyvawics of bow avd why scarce
resources  are ewployed. Neoc]assicists, thbevn, broke new .grovnd
and created av areva into which ovly a very specialized few covld
evter. George's Jate appearance and his covcentration ov older,
philosopbically-oriented qvéétions combivned to prevent bis
bfefana)vsis of classical theory from' its: deéetved maivnstreaw
examivatioon. Worse still, Ge&rge made c]éat bis disdaio for

these professiovals avd so further alienated ‘thewm toward the

ﬁerits of bis work.

As a3 result, the twentieth ceniury bas beeq dominéted by debate
between wneoclassical factions ~-- a ;ometimes tbéoretica); often
 emotipnaJ and always politica] joust between interventionists avnd
noninterventionists. Those ovtsidé the diécipline shift frow awe
over the complexity of'tbe analyses, to contempt for E: scieﬁce so

"jpexact as to be hawpered by repetitive error.

" What wmainstreaw econowists argue over is bow to allocate the
scarce resources. Do we trust the warket wmechavnisws jo a res]

world domivnated by wmovopolistic cowmpetitiony or, do .we jwpose
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tedisttibutive_measufes to promote eéa]itatianisﬁ? Absent frow
tbhe debate is a treatwent of what Gedtge felt_'was vtwmost io
jmportsnce -- natura]_]aw. With ovot Qnexpected scotn, George
wrote of tbe professionals: "I‘ooly speak of Jobo Stuvatrt Mil) as
the best exawple of what bas passed as " the scientific expositidn
of po]ifical ecovomy," addive with obvious disway, that tbhe vew

ecovomists were "so far behind the predecessors at whow they

affect to sveer, that they make vo attewpt even at order avd

A3

precision” (irovically, essentially the sawe criticisw the
econowists Jeveled at George}._One side bad to be very wrovg;

avd, as Geotrge discovered, the peunalty for 9 too vocal attack on

fbe jotegrity of ove's peers is to excluded from the game. Avnd

so, George becawme a Jone voice in the wildervness.

It is tﬁerefore a tribbte to the power of truth svd wisdow that.
George's ioflueoce Jivgered even though Jargély jgvnored by those
within thevécademic community. T{me is, bhowever, agéin against
George's goal and our efforts to achieve permanebt "chavge. The
threat of global disaster increaseé daily -- there con@inues the
United vStates-Soviet UnionA conflict with 3Jts potenmtial for
puclear war, the fénaticism»of groéps who vtilize tervror s8s' o

rovtive strategy, poverty of such 3ntensity that bundreds of

millions of people Jive at the edge of svurvival, avd 2 contioving

~disregard for the earth’'s ecosystew.

The Georgist prescription for change is evolutiomary. We nmust

work to speed the process of evolution, as we vever bave. Which,



tben,Ais most imbortant: education or political sction? The only
respouose is -- BOTH. Each avevuve wust be putsued‘by those who
bhave the talent and,enérgy tb do either or both. Persovnally, I
amw conviﬁced thbat political economy . must be Tesurrected to
compete with eéonomicé. Georgist privciples wmust be tested voder
strict conditions of scientifﬁc research. Al] wajostrean po);cy
prescriptions wust. be tbotoﬁgbly ana]fzed, criticized when
gppropriate and altervatives put‘forsb for debate. Nothing less

will end the oscillation of wmajvostream econowic avalysis

Of a)) the challevges to Georgist priucipies, the greatest has‘
“been that of coovivncing others that brivate property in the earth
violates fundamental bumap rigbts; that the solution s to Jeave
privéte tif]e jotact but for soéiety to collect the exchange
v;]ue of nature via the taxing.mecbénism. For 8 very iong‘time
now, Georgists have attempted to accowplisb this by gnter?ng
tbrovegb tbe back door -- by faking ap advocacy position for such
measutes‘as “"site valve taxation.ﬁA This effort wmust cootiove; it
is extremely jmportant  because of the resl wopld tesults
achieved. We shovld not, bowever, be fearfu]. of 4espousing:'our
privociples in a framework of buman rights. Geoiée Jooked for avnd
fovud the key to establishive and waivntefoniong the just society.
I am a Georgist bécauée I be&ie&eAin that goal avd v the means

George jdentified.

Iv terws of jwpacting the cowmvuity of ecomowic thiokivg, the

most serjous theoretical challenge Wwe face cowmes frow the global



movetary system. The wmarket is powbere so difficult to avslyze
as ivp the fwpact of the use of wovey and credit oo the production
and distribution of wealth,. This, too, §s av ares of great

importance to which we wust give considerable attention.

There dis a price we péy.fOt bavioeg gaiﬁed‘ftom' George av
pbdetstabding of bow - the worlJd works. As a Georgist I bhave
worked batd to cbange tbe thioking of others snd so br;ng us a
few steps closer toward a peaceful, éo;e just plavet. Wbefevej
people can be approached, iJodividvally or io groups, 1{is av
;.appropriate arevna. Iutroduciué -George to ovur edﬂcators - and
" bringivng bis 5deés int@ mainéfream classrooms is an equally
jmportant tactic. In the vatious‘ﬁenty George Scboojs -we bave 3
network of Jaboratories that continves to affect the thivking of
covotless jodividuals. It s ttﬁe that the scbools- do nuwot
direct]yibting about politicas) chbavge; however, I wou]d érgue
'tbatvwithoué the schools tbefg would be noj Georgist wovemeut avd

o political successes uvpon which to build.

As sowme of you‘bave learn;d, I bave receut)y‘ been ‘bonofed by
other Georgists, wembers of tbeiscbool's éoard of Trusteés, bj
being chosen to succeed Paﬁ]. Nix, wbo dec3deq'to étep down as
Presidentvof the school after eight years of Aleadérsbfp avnd

service. I take this responsibility and trust very seriovsly, as

I do the work of the school. We are ovnly a few and the
trespousibility evormous. Yovur suppbrf and assistance are
desperately needed. I jovite you to confact we if yov are able



to contribute tiwme, jdeas or financfa]-suppo:t to

its extension
an absolute

Henry George.

s. Workivg together

necessity

tbe school aund
is not just @ good idea, it is

as we attewpt to walk in the footsteps of
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