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- Ground Due Part of Danish

By F. FOLKE

QOKING BACK

from my 74th
year 1 can see clearly
the pattern my life
has foliowed since
sariy childbood. My
father was a farmer,
) born in deep paverty,

. who 2t the age of
. \ nine wis sent away
e from home and

forced - to  support
himssAf. My saother was From a home of old
rural culture, snd her peetic mind had been
deeply influeaced by a visit to & Folks Hi
School. Both my parents were devored disciples
of the founder of these schools, N B T,
Grundtvig—a great refigious persomality and
promnoter of liberty snd justice. He died a year
cfore T wag boen,

It is new 104 years since Grundtvig expressed
his vivws on the Jand question in words which
ight be translated thus:

“In every country the people are the proprie-
Loy of the land and can never by any ll:w lose
this right of possession. Iz is only the utility
and use of the laad thar can eightly be scttled
by the laws of the country and be bought and
sold. fnjusties never can by any law be changed
into justice.”

Could Heaty George have said it better?

Tr this spirit of devotion and freedom 1 grew
up as s only child, My youth was stamped with
the violent struggle of the common people
apaiast the aggression of a landed aristocracy
{or the preservation of their constitutional rights
and liberty. I weat through the Technscal High
Schop! and praduated In 1898 as a civil engi-
neer, Four years later on my wedding trip to
England my young wife and J foend ourselves
one cvening listeplng to a lecture by Jobn
Wilheln Rowntree on "The Garden City of
Tomoerow.” 1 did not then realise fully how
much this would influence my later life, thongh
1 had a premonition of it.

We both felt strongly the infuence of the
speaked’s persopality when in his clear and
convincing demonsttation he told how the hous-
ing problum had hitherto been neglected in our
madern socicty. A2 an engineer 1 had been
educated to the promotion of techaieal prog-
ress, especially in city life, and there before me
stend that prophetic young man, poioting out
that the modern city with all its facilities, is
not & Howee of our civilization but rather a
tuar upon it sign and soucce of social
sitkness

My professional work in the civil service of
Tredericksberg (no independent part of Copen-
hagen) chicfly coacerned with water supply
and lfire Aghting, gave me the opportunity to
follow and occasionally to influence the evolu-
tion of the housing Probk*m. and to take part
in the discussion of it. Gradually a number of

copic became convinced of the necessity of
radical reform but none was able to find the
way.

It was thetefore a tevelation when 1 mer
Hettry George and felt that at last I had discov-
ered the fundamentals. That conviction has
never left me since the time, in 1909, when 1

ettered the Danish Henry George Union, of
which [ 'was chaitman for 23 years. The purpose
of this Union was, briefy, 1o promote the so-
bution of social questions through the economic
fiberation of the people along the Lioes indi-
ated by Henry George—complete land valve
taxstion, free trade. and the abolirion of all
txes on income and values created by labor.

We have songht to realise this object through
education of public opinion by means of public
asldresses, writings, and paolisical activity within
ail parties. It has been 2 Ioag 20d troublesome
way, but atways worth the effort as we marched
aloag, siep by step. In 1911 we succeeded in
having a frst fentative land valuation and in
1$15 2 common valuation. But not until 1922
was & common state tax foundsd on land values.
In 1926 the sume principle was ad in com-
muaal mting, In 1932 we got 4 land value incre-
ment tax of lwo per cent ip principle but with
great deductions {exemptions] and now this
year, we hope to have it raised to four per cent
and to have the deductions reduced.

This last step bas been posible becasse fi-
nally an inceeasing aumber of people have come
to understand thar the specalation in land vakues
is at the root of our housing erisis. When, dur-
ing the first world war, sach a crisis arose, &
cominittee on the honsing question was appoint-
ed by the government As a member 1 then
triesl o wpin tu convince them of this underly-
ing factor, Nevertheless the truth is always
marching, how ever slowly.

Thengh the idea o spitit of Henty George is
even now understood by only a small minority,
the principle of land value tasation bas been
adapted by a strong majority, even by the Social-
ists and Communists—but only as 4 component
of an exorbitant tsxation, Today the taxes on
nd valves amount o less than one per cent
of the swate taxes. When 1 reticed in 1945 1
became editor of our periadieal Grumdskyid,
This name means "ground due,” or “duty to-
ward the community,” as contrasted to faves
which depend upon the power of the State.
Through tonstant reiteration by us, this word
has now become a patt of the Danish language
and has been inteoduced into our legislation.
With this much accomplished it should be easier
for succending generations to cacty on the battle
for justice and to experiente the joy and happi-
ness which is its certain reward.

Iei France

OUR FRENCH colleagues ure busy reviving
Georgist activaty in the land of the Physio-

ceats, We are fally gratificd to see the
reappeatince of Terrw of Liberte, the Freach
Georgist quarteriy, which was obliged to sus-

pend  publicaticn dtm'ng the war. The July
August-Septembee issue has renched us, and its
masthead prevdly announces that this is the
16th year of publication. While the journal
must be imimcogmphed for the time being, we
note at least one significaot advance—it is pub-
lished simultaneonsly in France and Belgium,
in the Freach and Flemish langnages, A. Daude-
Bangel is editor of the Freach edition and Mas-
cel Cortvriend edits it in Delgium under the
title Grond en Veijberd,

Dispatch from

By T, A M

T SBEMS that Gino Caliaioli, one of the

many thousands of sharecroppers, tas “gone

Commuaist.” These are 300 more Hle him on
the ancient Corsini feudal estate which covers
€0 square miles, about 38,400 acees

Gino lives in abject destitution, Water must
be carned several hundoed fect to this houss
He has no stove, so maals are cooked over an
opzn Gieplace. He works 18 hours a day in the
summer; 12 in the winter,

The Communists proinise Gino they will ous
the Carsimi family, and give him the 25 acpes
he works; and all kinds of other things, free,

What does Gino want? Not much, He wenld
like to own what his labor produces, and not to
share it with the Corsinis, He believes this
would give him a beteer Hfe, and as the Com-
munists promise to do this, he is for them. No
other relief is offered him.

What to do? A “do-nathing" policy, & let
things reverst to the status before the war” will
fail. Dividing the fand into minute pessant
farms 15 not the answer. Russia has wisd this in
conquered Prussia and the peasants wre worse
off than before, Who cmn say wherher Gino
should have the 15 acres he cultvares, Some
other farmer may receive 15 or perhaps 40
acres. Or, better or poorer quality seil. Possi-

America’s Answer

RGANIZED at the University of Notre
Dame in September 1943, the national De-
centralist Conference met for the fourth time
at Parsors College, Faicheld, Towa. Referring to
the conference theme, “Decentralization-=
America’s Answer tn Communism and Monog
oly.” Upron Close explained to a large luncheon
audieace Communist stategy [or taking over
the reins. in the United States, Later he Joined
Ralph Begsodi: R. |, Blakely of The Des Mownes
Register, and Don Berry, publisher of the
Indianola Record; in defining the Awmerican
¥y as the way of initiative and frezdom from
monopoly as well as decentenlization of owner-
ship, conteal, governsnent, production, popula
tion. and education
Ways of implementing decentralist ideas were
tesented by able leaders on “The Productive
ome,” “The Small Commurity.” and “The
Challenge of Rural Life." Ralph Borsodi of
Suffern, New York: Noah Alper of St Louis,
Louis Weitzman of Newsrk; and Royal Rood
of Detroit; participated in a discussion of “De-
Centraiization of Cootrol" presided over by J.
R“.’K"" Mason of San Francisco,

e

gala fall festival of dancing and ariginal -

rural songs concluded the two-day sexsions. An
executive secretary will be employed to further
integrate the efforts of various groups whose
aim is to resist regimeatation.

"The Deceorralist Answer,” by Mildred Jen-
sen Loomis, a reprint from The Clristiaa Cen:

tuey; together with 2 veliable bibliography by

Mss. Loemis, ariginator of the Conference; will
be sent to any reader, upon request.
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