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NATURAL LAW
IN THE

ECONOMIC WORLD

ATURAL LAW is the uniform

occurrence of Natural phenomena in

the same way under the same conditions.

The Law of Attraction of Gravitation

is a Natural Law. We know that, be-

cause it acts the same at all times under
the same conditions.

We know now why apples fall to the
ground, but apples fell to the ground for
a million years and one of them had to
hit Sir lsaac Newton on the head for us
to find out why they fall. : :

The Law of Attraction of Crawtatlon
does not. merely control the falling of
apples to the ground. It applies to all
matter, and as stated in textbooks, reads:
Every body attracts every other body with
a force that varies directl;’ as the product
of the masses of the two bodies, ‘and in-
versely as the square of the distance be-
tween them.
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That sounds formidable, and it is. All
Natural Laws -are formidable; perhaps
- that is why they are so little undersiood.

Not to understand Natural Law, how-
ever, is not to understand Nature, for only
through Natural Law can Nature be
understood. THis is generally recognized
in Astronomy, Physucs. Chemistry and
Biology, but it is very little, if at ali,
known in.the Social Sciences, and -this
is rather unfortunate for the Social
Sciences, as Natural Law operates equally
in this field as it does in all fields of being
and living. Whether it is apples falling
to the ground or mankind living on the
ground, Natural Law operates to. govern
both phenomena.

As men gather and settle on some spot
on earth in response to their gregarious
instinct to live together and to produce
the things they need, two values appear,
each separate and distinct, one attaching
itself to the things that ‘men produce,

and one to the land on which they live.

wnd work.

The value that attaéhes.itself to: fhe :

things that men produce is an objective
value; it is strictly a labor, or man value,
and is a value that man can control. It
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is high or low in the measure that the
product is scarce or plentiful in relation
to the demand for it. 1f high, greater
production is encouraged; if low, produe-
tion can be curtailed. This value is
governed by the Natural Law of Supply
and Demand. | . ‘

‘The value that attaches itself to the
land on which men live and produce is
not in the control of the individual; it
is entirely subjective. The individual
in his production of wealth has no thought .
of this value, and could not control it if
he had. [t is 4 value that arises out of
_the fact of his mere being and producing
in company with other individials.

" No individual effort can raise or lower
this value. [t depends solely and entirely
on the presence and activity of the com-
munity, and embodies both the exprea-
sion of man”s need for land and the service
that society renders to the individual.
This value rises and falls only with the
_movement and productivity of popula-
tion. It is high in thickly settled and
industrious communities, and low where
population is sparse and production poor.
~This value is a social or community value;
it is governed by the Law of Rent.
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These two values, Product -Value and
Land Value, appear everywhere that men
live and produce wealth; they rise or fall
everywhere the same under the same
conditions; they are Natural phenomena;
and they in every way meet the require-
ments of Natural Law—the Law of Sup-
ply and Demand in the case of Product
Value, and the Law of Rent in the case
of Land Value. Are these Laws then not
Natural Laws? If they are not, then
neither is the Law of Attraction of Gravi-
tation a Natural Law. 1f they are
Natural Laws, they cannot be disregarded
without meeting the consequences.

If we “assume that men are freemen
and have'an equal right to life and liberty,
“then, out of the fact that Product Value
is Labor Value or Man Value, it follows
“that men have the right to keep and en-
" joy the results of their individual toil or

cffort, and to freely exchange or sell or’

“bequeath their product, and that they
'eannot, except by the violation of Natural
Law, be deprived of it.

" Society is an entity, as is evidenced by

the fact that a value arises out of its ex-

istence, and also by the fact that it has

needs and wants, and must raise meney
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‘fo'de’fré‘,j;:éipe'hﬂitu?egf';- and’bythe farthi
‘fact that it ereatés” a fand ‘which fully
‘dquals’all its- 1egi=i:imat'é ru?dﬁi’féinéhié

Who but a professor of econothics would

“fail to recogmze in’ this the wérking of a
‘Natural Law ? 7~ 1t-i¢-a violation of Natural
‘Law ta deprive the individual of his préd-

uct—Wealth. ‘It is equally a violation of
Natural Law to i_iéprive society of its
product—Rent. “The violation' of Nata-

ral Law does not remain unpumshed

Whether the Darwinian Theory or. the
Biblical Story of Creatnon is"correct, 'man
must live' by “the sweat of his ‘brow; he
must render service, he must tlll thie ‘soil,
reap the fruits,’ dlg in the mines, and build

‘on the earth. Tt is on the Earth that

‘he “has ‘his being, ‘and out of the Earth
that he gets his’ ]1vmg ' Agam assummg
that men ‘are freemen With equd.l rights
to life, it follows that they have equal
rights of actess to the ‘Tarth. -
Of ‘all the Laws in' the field of Socnal
Sciénce, ‘the 'most” fundarhental and” far
reaching (and perhaps. t]lerefore "the 1éast
understood’ “in " the “seience “of - Political

Economy) "is the Law of Equahty. ‘the
1Law that, being of Tike k

ke Origm.
like needs, and like ‘means to supply those
i



-needs, men_are equal and have equal
.‘rlghts to, supply those ‘needs out of the
only. source. from wh:ch those needs can

-be supplled the Earth And the mos:'

‘ﬂagmnt and vicious vrolatmn of Natural
‘Law, is the _private appropnatlon of land,

whlch denies man free access to the. Earth

" .and, enables its: propnetors, or appropria-

tors,.to, du:ta.te the terms under which the

_]andless may. remain. and produce on the
Earth whlch the Lord thelr Cod gaveth
‘.them'

.The a’pﬁroprlatlon of the land by the

‘.kfew dwerts into the pockets of the owners
of ]and the Rent whlch is the product of
ig.the commumty. and whlch .is mtended
_;by Nature to; defray communal expenses;

.and: thfs appropnatlon of Commumty_

V lue by 1nd1v1duala results in _the appro-
f,:prlatlon of . !ndwndual Values by the com-
.munity by ‘way of Tarlﬁs. Assessments
Tolls and Taxes, and thus begms the
" yicious- c1rcle of  the. Vlolatlon of Natural
Law, whlqh has. brought all misery_to

y..one prmclple more im-

' -.;portant than any other pnnc:ple in. the-

_economic aﬂ‘alrs of men,_jt. is. that the
Earth gs the blrthnght of all manklnd
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and that all have an equal right to its

use; and if there is any one violation of
Natural Law that is more devastating in
its consequences than the violation of
any other Natural Law, it is the private
ownership of land,

. And what are the consequences'-’ Pov-
erty is u_mvers_al and persistent, crime and

vice are on the increase, wars are more

deadly than ever, nations crumble and

_fall and civilizations die. Almost all

ancient. civilizations have died. Babylon,

Egypt, Greece and Rome are no more.
Greece; where philosophy was born, where
man is said to have reached his highest
culture, iz gone, and so is Rome, where’
‘imperial . power _rear.'h_ed its greatest

consumrnatlon. ’ :
The life of civilization .is abnut _one
thousand years, No civilization has hved

_more than eleven  hundred years, and if
our wise men of today are correct, thia

civilization, perhaps the youngest of them

.all, has not much longer to live.

Civilization_is but a social compomte

,of mankmd at any given period and place,

and is endowed only with such potent:al-
ities as are imparted to it by the minds
and deeds and conditions of men,
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As history dawns we find mankind E
divided into two “great classes, those who

have and who rule, on ‘the one hand, and
those who serve and who have not, on the
other hand. We find the land already
appropriated, and those who own it the
supporters of the Kings and the Clergy,
while the mass of mankind is -landless
‘and living in comparative slavery and
serfdom

We have since then changed our termi-
nology: for Kings and Emperors we have
Presidents and Constitutional Monarchs:

Despotism we call Democracy;  and -

Slaves and Serfs-are our Labor, or Labor-
ing Classes; also to the Clergy we have
added the Press and the Universities to
. administer the opiates of sacred institu-
ticnalism to the people. But those who
build $ur modern industrial ‘Pyramids
and Palaces still live in hovels; and those
who produce all the world’s wealth still
have the least of this world’s goods. And
this -condition is daily becoming intensi-
fied; for:wealth inevitably tends to beget

more wealth, and power to increase power,

‘while poverty tends only to lgnorance,
vice, crime, disease and misery. '
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What an astounding phenomencn, that
producers of ‘wealth are everywhere poor,
and continually becoming poorer, while
non-producers are continually becoming
richer ! :

The social structure, at whatever time
cr place, rests on its producing class, as
a pyramid rests on its base. Given a base
that is weak and continually becoming
weaker, it does not require higher mathe-
matics to envisage the downfall of that
pryamid. History records no time when
the producers, the mass of mankind, were
left unmolested in the possession of their
products, and history may be read
as a chronicle of war and crime and
devastation. -

Henry George saw poverty and misery
amidst increasing wealth and] progress,
and it would not let him rest. " He knew
that this is a dynamic, not a statit world;
that it is a world of law; that events are
not left to mere chance and accident, but
that everything in the universe; whether
the infinitely large, as viewed through
the telescope. or the infinitely small,
as viewed through the microscope, is
governed by law—intelligent, purposeful
law; and being a man of infinite faith, he
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‘knew that poverty and its concomitants
must be the result of the violation of
Natural Law. ; .

He found that, just as the motions of
the heavenly spheres, and the appearance
and reproduction of vegetation and life
on earth, are controlled by Natural Law,
just so are the acts of men, whether as in-
dividuals or as society, controlled by
Natural Law; and he further found that
non-conformance to Natural Law
in the field of Social Science, just as
disregard of Natural Law in the field of
the Physical Sciences, leads eventually
to death and destruction.

We in this civilization no longer ascribe
bodily ‘ailments to the visitations of evil
spirits, and no longer attempt to effect
cures by the casting out of devils, We
may not be much further advanced in
our systems of healing, but it is generally
admitted among good medical authorities
that permanent cure depends on know-
ing the cause of the ailment, and that the
cause is nearly always found to be the
disregard or violation of Natural Law.

“Just as individual ailmemts are the
symptoms of the violation of those Nat-
ural Laws that govern the life and well-
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being of the individual, just-so are poverty,
ignorance, crime, vice, disease, business
"depressions, hard times, war, the breaking
down of nations and the death of civiliza-
tions merely the symptoms of social
disease, warning us of the violation of
those Natural Laws that govern the life
and well-being of society. :
Henry George was not the first to see
that there was a relationship between the
" poverty of mankind and the private owner-
ship of land by the few. It was seen in
Biblical times, it was recognized by the early
Christian Fathers, and it was sensed by the
‘Physiocrats in France and by the Econo-
mists in England. . But it remained
for Henry George to show. that the
private ownership of land, which
denied -men access to the earth upen
which they must live and from which
~ they must satisfy all their needs and wants,
is the primal cause, not merely of poverty
and all the misery and wrong that follow
in the wake of poverty, but that it is the
basic cause of evil and injustice among
civilized men; and that only by the elim-
ination of the private ownership .of land
-can liberty and justice be achieved and
evil forever be abolished. - [t remained
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for Henry George to show that, poten-
‘tially, this is a good world; that men
are innately good, not innately bad;
that Creation is -based on justice, not
on vengeance; that the earth is a
banguet table, spread by the hand of
a benign Creator and laden with an
abundance of all things for which men
have need, and at which every human
being has a place.

Freedom, Equality and Security “are -
man’s estate in the intent and scheme of
Nature. Freedom of access to land,
equality of rights of opportunity, and
security in the possession of his entire
product are man's birthright, and these
he will some day attain, even if through
his ignorance men first must suffer, nations
perish, and ciiilizations die for it.

Buy why wait? . Why permit the misery
and suffering of mankind to go on? If
misery and suffering are due to the viola-
tion of Natural Law, why continue the
violation ?

“Render unto Caesar the things that
are Caesar's..and unto God the things that
are God's.” Render unto. the individual
the things that are the individual's, and
to society the things that are society's,
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Give back to society the one thing that
is made by society, and which therefore
belongs to society, and leave the individual
in-possession of the things that he creates,
and which therefore are his.

Take the rent of land for communal
purposes, and stop the robbery of the -
community by the landowner. Abolish
all tariffs, tolls and taxes, and stop the
robbery of the individual by the govern-
ment. :

Observe the Law—the Natural Law-—
* which is the Word of God, and let each
take his place at the banquet table God
has provided for all, '
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