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Natural Law in the

Economic World

ADDRESS OF OSCAR H. GEIGER AT THE HENRY
GEORGE CONGRESS, N. Y. CITY, SEPT. 13, 1927

ATURAL LAW is the uniform occurrence of Natural
phenomena in the same way under the same con-
ditions.

The Law of Attraction of Gravitation is a Natural Law.
We know that, because it acts the same at all times under
the same conditions.

We know now why apples fall to the ground, but apples
fell to the ground for a million years and one of them had
to hit Sir Isaac Newton on the head for us to find out why
they fall.

The Law of Attraction of Gravitation does not merely
control the falling of apples to the ground. It applies
to all matter, and as stated in textbooks, reads: Every
body attack every other body with a force that varies
directly as the product of the masses of the two bodies, and
inversely as the square of the distance between them.

That sounds formidable, and it is. All Natural Laws
are formidable; perhaps that is why they are so little
understood.

Not to understand Natural Law, however, is not to
understand Nature, for only through Natural Law can
Nature be understood. This is generally recognized in
Astronomy, Physics, Chemistry and Biology, but it is
very little, if at all, known in the Social Sciences, and this
is rather unfortunate for the Social Sciences, as Natural
Law operates equally in this field as it does in all fields
of being and living. Whether it is apples falling to the
ground or mankind living on the ground. Natural Law
operates to govern both phenomena.

As men gather and settle on some spot on earth in re-
sponse to their gregarious instinct to live together and to
produce the things they need, two values appear, each
separate and distinct, one attaching itself to the things
that men produce, and one to the land on which they live
and work.

The value that attaches itself to the things that men
produce is an objective value; it is strictly a labor, or man
value, and is a value that man can control. It is high
or low in the measure that the product is scarce or plenti-
ful in relation to the demand for it. If high, greater pro-
duction is encouraged; if low, production can be curtailed.
This value is governed by the Natural Law of Supply
and Demand.

The value that attaches itself to the land on which men
live and produce is not in the control of the individual;
it is entirely subjective. The individual in his produc-
tion of wealth has no thought of this value, and could not
control it if he had. It is a value that arises out of the
fact of his mere being and producing in company with
other individuals.

No individual effort can raise or lower this value. It
depends solely and entirely on the presence and activity
of the community, and embodies both the expression
of man’s need for land and the service that society renders
to the individual. This value rises and falls only with the
movement and productivity of population. It is high
in thickly settled and industrious communities, and low
where population is sparce and production poor. This
value is a social or community value; it is governed by
the Law of Rent.

These two values, Product Value and Land Value.II
appear everywhere that men live and produce wealth
they rise or fall everywhere the same under the same con-
ditions; they are Natural phenomena; and they in eve
way meet the requirements of Natural Law—the Law
Supply and Demand in the case of Product Value, and th
Law of Rent in the case of Land Value. Are these Laws
then not Natural Laws? If they are not, then neithel!'
is the Law of Attraction of Gravitation a Natural Law.
If they are Natural Laws, they cannot be disregardec
without meeting the consequences.

If we assume that men are freemen and have an equa
right to life and liberty, then, out of the fact that Produc
Value is Labor Value or Man Value, it follows that me
have the right to keep and enjoy the results of their indi
vidual toil or effort, and to freely exchange or sell or be-
queath their product, and that they cannot, except by
the violation of Natural Law, be deprived of it. ‘

Society is an entity, as is evidenced by the fact that a
value arises out of its existence, and also by the fact tha
it has needs and wants, and must raise money to defray
expenditures, and by the further fact that it creates a fu
which fully equals all its legitimate requirements. W
but a professor of economics would fail to recognize
this the working of a Natural Law? It is a violation ¢
Natural Law to deprive the individual of his product
Wealth. It is equally a violation of Natural Law to d
prive society of its product—Rent. The violation
Natural Law does not remain unpunished.

Whether the Darwinian Theory or the Biblical Sto
of Creation is correct, man must live by the sweat of :
brow; he must render service, he must till the soil, reap
the fruits, dig in the mines, and build on the earth. 0
is on the Earth that he has his being, and out of the Ear
that he gets his living. Again assuming that men ar€
freemen with equal rights to life, it follows that they have
equal rights of access to the Earth.

Of all the Laws in the field of Social Science, the mo
fundamental and far reaching (and perhaps, therefor
the least understood in the science of Political Economy])
is the Law of Equality; the Law that, being of like ki
like origin, like needs, and like means to supply tho
needs, men are equal and kave equal rights to supply tho
needs out of the only source from which those needs
be supplied, the Earth. And the most flagrant and
vicious violation of Natural Law is the private appropri
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[ tion of land, which denies man free access to the Earth
and enables its proprietors or appropriators, to dictate
the terms under which the landless may remain and pro-
- duce on the Earth which the Lord, their God, gaveth them!
The appropriation of the land by the few diverts into
the pockets of the owners of land the Rent which is the
product of the community, and which is intended by
i Nature to defray communal expenses; and this appro-
priation of Community Value by individuals results in
1the appropriation of Individual Values by the community
by way of Tariffs, Assessments, Tolls and Taxes, and thus
begins the vicious circle of the Violation of Natural Law,
which has brought all misery to mankind.
If there is any one principle more important than any
other principle in the economic affairs of men, it is that
the Earth is the birthright of all mankind, and that all
have an equal right to its use; and if there is any one viola-
-Fion of Natural Law that is more devastating in its con-
fequences than the violation of any other Natural Law,
it is the private ownership of land.

And what are the consequences? Poverty is universal

and persistent, crime and vice are on the increase, wars
nare more deadly than ever, nations crumble and fall and
{civilizations die. Almost all ancient civilizations have
died. Babylon, Egypt, Greece and Rome are no more.
Greece, where philosophy was born, where man is said
to have reached his highest culture, is gone, and so is Rome
where imperial power reached its greatest consummation.
~ The life of civilization is about one thousand years. No
civilization has lived more than eleven hundred years,
and if our wise men of today are correct, this civilization,
i)erhaps the youngest of them all, has not much longer
[to live.
* Civilization is but a social composite of mankind at
any given period and place, and is endowed only with such
|potentialities as are imparted to it by the minds and deeds
and conditions of men.

As history dawns we find mankind divided into two
great classes, those who have and who rule, on the one
iand, and those who serve and who have not, on the other
hand. We find the land already appropriated, and those
who own it the s'upport.ers of the Kings and the Clergy,
while the mass of mankind is landless and living in com-
parative slavery and serfdom.
~ We have since then changed our terminology: for Kings
nd Emperors we have Presidents and Constitutional
;’Ionarchs; Despotism we call Democracy; and Slaves
and Serfs are our Labor, or Laboring Classes; also to the

lergy we have added the Press and the Universities to
tadminister the opiates of sacred institutionalism to the
people. But those who build our modern industrial Pyra-
mids and Palaces still live in hovels, and those who pro-
duce all the world’s wealth still have the least of this
world’s goods. And this condition is daily becoming
intensified, for wealth inevitably tends to beget more

wealth, and power to increase power, while poverty tends
only to ignorance, vice, crime, disease and misery.

What an astounding phenomenon, that producers of
wealth are everywhere poor, and continually becoming
poorer, while non-producers are continually becoming
richer!

The social structure, at whatever time or place, rests
on its producing class, as a pyramid rests on its base.
Giverr—a- base that is weak and continually becoming
weaker, it does not require higher mathematics to envis-
age the downfall of that pyramid. History records no
time when the producers, the mass of mankind, were left
unmolested in the possession of their products, and history
may be read as a chronicle of war and crime and devasta-
tion.

Henry George saw poverty and misery amidst increas-
ing wealth and progress, and it would not let him rest.
He knew that this is a dynamic, not a static world; that
it is a world of law; that events are not left to mere chance
and accident, but that everything in the universe, whether
the infinitely large, as viewed through the telescope, or
the infinitely small, as viewed through the microscope,
is governed by law—intelligent, purposeful law; and being
a man of infinite faith, he knew that poverty and its con-
comitants must be the result of the wiolation of Natural
Law.

He found that just as the motions of the heavenly
spheres, and the appearance and reproduction of vegeta-
tion and life on earth, are controlled by Natural Law,
just so are the acts of men, whether as individuals or as
society, controlled by Natural Law; and he further found
that non-conformance to Natural Law in the field of
Social Science, just as disregard of Natural Law in the
field of the Physical Sciences, leads eventually to death
and destruction.

We in this civilization no longer ascribe bodily ailments
to the visitations of evil spirits, and no longer attempt to
effect cures by the casting out of devils. We may not
be much further advanced in our systems of healing, but
it is generally admitted among good medical authorities
that permanent cure depends on knowing the cause of the
ailment, and that the cause is nearly always found to be
the disregard or violation of Natural Law.

Just as individual ailments are the symptoms of the
violation of those Natural Laws that govern the life and
well-being of the individual, justso are poverty, ignorance,
crime, vice, disease, business depressions, hard times, war,
the breaking down of nations and the death of civiliza-
tions merely the symptoms of social disease, waming us
of the violation of those Natural Laws that govern the
life and well-being of society.

Henry George was not the first to see that there was a
relationship between the poverty of mankind and the
private ownership of land by the few. It was seen in
Biblical times, it was recognized by the early Christian
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Fathers, and it was sensed by the Physiocrats in France
and by the Economists in England. But it remained
for Henry George to show that the private ownership of
land, which denied men access to the earth upon which
they must live and from which they must satisfy all their
needs and wants, is the primal cause, not merely of poverty
and all the misery and wrong that follow in the wake of
poverty, but that it is the dasic cause of evil and injustice
among civilized men; and that only by the elimination
of the private ownership of land can liberty and justice
be achieved and evil forever be abolished. It remained
for Henry George to show that, potentially, this is a good
world; that men are innately good, not innately bad; that
Creation is based on justice, not on vengeance; that the
earth is a banquet table, spread by the hand of a benign
Creator and laden with an abundance of all things for
which men have need, and at which every human being
has a place.

Freedom, Equality and Security are man’s estate in
the intent and scheme of Nature. Freedom of access to
land, equality of rights of opportunity, and security in the
possession of his entire product are man’s birthright, and
these he will some day attain, even if through his ignorance
men first must suffer, nations perish, and civilizations
die for it.

But why wait? Why permit the misery and suffering
of mankind to go on? If misery and suffering are due
to the violation of Natural Law, why continue the violation?

“Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and
unto God the things that are God’s.”” Render unto the
individual the things that are the individual’s, and to
society the things that are society’s.

Give back to society the one thing that is made by
society, and which therefore belongs to society, and leave
the individual in possession of the things that he creates,
and which therefore are his.

Take the rent of land for communal purposes, and stop
the robbery of the community by the landowner. Abolish
all tariffs, tolls and taxes, and stop the robbery of the
individual by the government.

Observe the Law-—the Natural Law—which is the Word
of God, and let each take his place at the banquet table
God has provided for all.

ADDRESSING the American Society of Editors on
April 21 Prof. Tugwell resorted to a discreditable
trick. He represented return to conditions of 1929 as the
only alternative to the New Deal. If he knew no better
his remark would discredit President Roosevelt who has
promised to try something else should the New Deal fail,
and the President did not mean conditions of 1929. But
he knows better. This is obvious from the fact that he
is the author of the biography of Henry George in the
Encyclopcdia of Social Science wherein he gives a brief
account of George's views. It requires trickery however
to get by with a defense of the New Deal.

The Greatest Single Tax
Speech I Ever Heard

N 1918 a wealthy man decided to form a “third party.” |

So he organized a Committee of Forty-Eight, and‘

~ with considerable ]argesse assembled in Chicago a varie-

gated group of radicals from all parts of the country. The
objebt was to find a common denominator for the assorte
“isms”’ represented by these malcontents, such commo
denominator to be codified in a platform, and to nominat
candidates for the presidency and vice-presidency on thi
platform. That was the year of the Harding-Cox cam-
paign. |

Because it was political, this movement gained con
siderable publicity. The late James A. Robinson, na
tional organizer of the Single Tax Party, conceived, wit
his usual audacity, the idea of absconding with this pub
licity. He proposed that the Single Tax Party hold its
national convention in Chicago at the same time. The
purpose was not only to gain publicity for the Single Tax
movement by giving the newspapers two conventions
to cover at once, but also, if possible, to attract many off
the Forty-Eighters, known to be favorable to the Sing
Tax, to our movement. For we feared that our conven-
tion could attract very little attention by itself. We had
our platform fight, and nobody was particularly anxious
to whom the nominations went. We were out to mak
noise for the Single Tax, and to make the noise audible
we knew we had to augment our numbers. This we pro-
posed to do at the expense of the Committee of Forty
Eight.

We left New York in a private car, well bespattere
with banners. At Philadelphia we took on the Pennsy
vania contingent. My recollection is that we had
than fifty altogether. But a group of evangelists with
lusty lungs can make an amount of noise out of all pros|
portion to their numbers—and we did. We had se
ahead Jerome Reis, another valiant party worker who has
since departed, ostensibly to take care of arrangements
for our convention, but in reality to stir up the interest
of the newspaper men in our coming. Somehow Re
succeeded not only in impressing these men with our im:
portance, but also in conveying the idea that we might
condescend to take over the Committee of Forty-Eighte
This was indeed a fight, and what interests a newspap
man more?

“The Single Taxers are Coming” was the headline of
one Chicago newspaper. Interviews with promine
Forty-Eighters as to the possibility of a merger or the
probability of a fight disturbed the cquanimity of tha
organization, and gave us plenty of publicity. The /
P. wires must have been busy with stories about us, f¢
newspaper reporters besieged our car en route. [ thin
it was in Erie, Pa., that we read a big front page story
about ourselves that really scared some of us; we were




