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Crime and the

GOVERNMENT FOR THE PEOPLE

Whipping Post

By DR. HENRY GEORGE 1
Part 4

Men cannot be made good hy
force; rather are they thade
wicked, Only through justice will
the natural good in men assert it-
‘| self and with natural free activity
H owin crime, want and misery be
'| relegated to the insignificant place
that .the abnermal in nature as-
sUumes.

The whipping post as a deter-
rent from ecrime has never fright.
ened men into being good. But in
our analysis of crime there. are
other factors that the advocates of
the whipping post negleet to con-
slder, and one of these is the cer-
tainty of correction or punishment.

In the past I biiefly referred to

or near want, a man of a minority
rzce, group or disadvantageous
-position, would be made a liorrible
spectacle and reap a savage pen-
alty, while the powerful swindler
or culprit, driven hy avarice or
gresd, committing = immeasurably
| greater social wrongs, can laugh
at the penalty imposed, 'This sys-
tem forces one to the assumption
that we have here in America two
kinds of justice, a bloody' cruel
revenge on the weak and an apolo-
getic penalty hesitatingly imposed
on the strong,
poor man of being a criminal be-
fore tlie fact, it makes poveriy a
crime, Do we expose a minister

ers within his very chureh? No,
he is a man of power and influence,
Such an ‘exposure would be bad

hughed up, but we publicly flog
the ignorant man- who -is lacking
in influence and who cannot pay
a topflight lawyer.

Do we imprison the high bank
official who is picked up in our

publie scrutiny,  while the poor
mai-for the same offénse is pub-

among his attributes, has one ‘of
imitatlng, If the man of promi
nence can violate an ordinance
why should not the peor man fol-
low his example? .

our system of justice wherein a
poer-nnanusually driven hy want,

This assures the’

who seduces gne of his parishion-

for the public morale. 'This case is |-

public parks for immeorallty? ‘No,
theze ecases never see the light of |-

Hely exposed SHd punished: - Man, |

- With arrests made in ‘only 15
per cent of the crimes, and cop
viction in only 2 per.cent of t'
crithes, we yet have our high.
trained efficient honest, and loyal
policemen  spending  thelr - tlme
checking parking meters, patrol-
ing traffic controllng school dis-
triets instead of ferreting out the
criminals, and reporting anti-soclal
conditions that must of necessity
breed crime. .
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It has been carefully computed
that the average law-abiding citizen
unjntentionally violates encugh
laws and commits enough crimes
each day to warrant a sentence of
several years and a fine of several
thousand dollars. ‘

For the average cltizen escape
from the penalty of these uninten-
tional offenses s possible, but
there are those ‘who have previous.
ly sinned in the eyes
What ef them? — :

Once a felon always a felon, 1s
the philosophy of. the life sentence
for the fourth offense, We make
criminals by law. By special privi-
leges ‘we allow the few to exploit
ihe many, by repressive meagures
we stimulate or aggravate crime.

By making kidnaping a death
penalty we induce fhe kidnaper
once he has secured his ransom
to murder his prisoner so that
there will be mnone to testify
against him. .
" The subject of erime is the sub-
ject of social disease, and like dis-
ease it cannot be discarded with
-8 nostrum. ‘ :

A c¢riminal i3 Iike a typhoid
patient, No thinking man would
want a  typholid carrier on th
streets, We would segregate »
treat the man, seek out and
the source of pollution and th
what we must do with ecrime.
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;| more clever and have better pro-

v {centvelance,

jare told that the +whipping post
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Statistics -show that in. -the
United States, and I doubt if Dela-
ware js different, out of every one
.[hundred erimes committed only 15
oifenders-are brought to trisl and
‘[only two  are
méans ‘'that an offender has a 98
- per ‘cent chance of "escaping . the
penalty: ‘while- he "has. an 85, per
i never. heing:iar.

rested, - L i
As 'a sporting proposition -who,

feeling publcely wronged, or covet-

tn  Annthop,
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might not well consider erime,
when the odds are so heavily in
his favor? . :
It is a fallacy to say that erime
does not pay, Unfortunately. un-
der our system at present it does
pay, and the greater the erime the
greater the reward, all our radio

trary not withstanding. Crime for
the little man, for the poor, the
ignorant, the uninfiuential, un-
political mar, erlme for him will
pay but the risk of detection and
the severity of punishment are in
proportion. greater against him
than-against those princes of privi-
lege who in the last century raped
‘the public domain, or those finan-
clal wizards like the Insulls and

arrange that an official .through |-
graft ‘may bank ten times his
salary. )
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Crime -has always pald and it i3
the stooge, the inefficient, the
front, who most frequently tales
the rap, but at that it is only iwo
out of every hundred. TFor years
it"has been said that Delaware is
the “cooling-nff place. for desperate
criminals from other states” We

keeps these mobsters from com-
mitting thelr atrocities. in our
midst. I it is a fact that they|
are In our  State what is our
police doing in ndt apprehendihg|
them or nptifying the police of
the. wronged commonwealths . to
come and get them? If they are
Here it is by tacit consent not of
our police, but of those powerful
individuals or interests who may
be hest. served by not having a
public furor caused by the cap-
ture and possible exposures that
might follow. .
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The Dillingers and “Legs” Dia-
monds, . the -Capones and TIoyds
while ranked as Public Bnemy No.
1 were not the Lkingpins. 'They
were only pluguglies for the more
vicious master minds who are

tection who respectably go tb
chureh and make patriotic speech-

2s but who publicly and privately
betray tha people, ) . .

convicted, - This’

programs and movies to the con-|:
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Musieas who have fleeced the pub-!T
lic, or the political besses who ean|n
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