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GOVERNMENT FOR
‘THE PEQPLE |

Electwn Post Mortem
By DR HENRY GEORGE 11[

It has been a week now sinceé the :
Republican -party took- the- ity :
election by a landslide, The machs
vatinted Democratic wards were foi-
the most part swamped by the Rep-* .
ublican activity, and the Republi-
can Mayoralty candidate, wha’ “some’
weeks ago did mnot appear - ind”
strang, proved. himself a veritablé
‘|Paladin for getting- eut. the: vote&:. -
{1t is.-of - interest :and- 1mpovtanc'é

for [uture action that 'a careful’
‘|analysis be made of the pdst ‘elect
tion. = - . ) R

"'As to the success of the' HRepu
licans and the Failure ‘of the Der
‘ocrats, first and foremost was pat<
ty team work. The  Republicans -
proved beyond a shadow of &, douht. |
that. they could.work tugether and ™
could- get: dut the wvote.’ They Hags-
the wnrher‘,,‘they ‘had: 1h N
llsts. and they went: afte th
tir and_gof, them. to: the ba}lot

We of the Dernocratie” patty w
not 'so sticeessful,  There, wag oo
sidérable-_‘-dlssensxon w1thm “t :
party - itself; there- were' plt&fullv

small funds with which'to pay the!
workers tn pourid a distriet instead:
of tlreir usual job, and. there we
no.voting lists for any of the: De
ocratic workers who mighy, wan‘,
get ot the public.

“The effort of the: mdependent
and ‘liberal Demdcratic group-td get
out the  vote by eireulai, thmw-
:laway".and. post card heiped €qns,-
- |siderably to ' 'gét the people’ ouf,.
s|and - instead of > a qulet,’ eleciioh ;
there was 2 heavier vate ‘than had’
héen E}.pected Bui lack of tea -
- |work, and being without hsta,

‘| prived the- Democratq of * many
votes they might have: had

A second factor that m1£1tated~
: agamst the Democrats” and - ¢o
“itributed -to the Republican: v
was fhe nbjection takan by manv’
Iwnest
certain planhs ‘in. the Democratm;-
platform, - Inan electum feelings. -
run high and rational. thinking is-.
Irequently suspended . We. Deéme-
oerats * had- ‘maintained -that- we.
shotild -~ have & city: hospital’ in.
which- our ‘Negro - doctors - ang
nurses -should- have alb the‘right&
we en]oy “We also maintained that‘--
by "a ecivil service examination’
Negroes should “have- the: right .
apply. Tor public p051t10ns Unjus
fied - infererice’ wag ~drawn - fromt
these statements;, and manv. whoo:
might have voted a democratic tlc- -
her vated azainst us.

“wells meanmg cltizens 1o
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' officers.
‘| we electéd the ‘spoils system’ woéuld-
‘|ve’ shorilived: and they’ would-
“Irather continue. under the present:

-1 rise, vand: they did nui want Lhar'

*|Republican opponents,
“|one! exceptmn made the grade

There were those,- I have been
told, in the Democratic pavty who
opposed their candidates because
we ‘had advocated reforms. in-thé-
appoihtive power. of the. électad
- They" felt- SUre “that: wera:

Repuhlican setup. than have an ad--
ministration” that was- dedmated tﬂ
clean up tile. town o

'1‘]1e1e were ma.'w wlm opposed

jus’ feeling that the ‘expenses of

governmenf would rise. with "pyr-
eritry ‘inte office, though it wag thp )
Demacdratic . officizls. elécted }
1933 wlio Ieduced the’ CltY ‘tax rate,‘
to'its-present flgure The’ negatwe

appeals of the Repubhcans weres -
more- acceptabie to many for thev
felt that wer'e we to incresse pay.s
and" pensmns ‘were ‘we to’ plmfld&
for the city's aﬂed as they should
be cared for, then thelr taxes would

to happen

No doubt therp wexe a thnusand"
other reasans  why we Democrata
did mot get- inta office wifile’ ourt:
with’ but T

It is’ vmv mtew:tmg to try to
examine into-the cause of- success
and failiire, partictlarly, when the
opponentq presented  such “divers"
gent pIatrormq For. in thls Dz
electwn. ag. in’ mamr ather ;. ele
tions t.hrough out the naiiom;, t]-re
liberal platform. ‘the_one, that.ga
protlse ‘of consmermg the - prc
lems. of, the: llttle man,-of the mi

‘|erity. groups. and: of civic: reform. g

whila. it rmght be assumed’ to] he
the populaz appeal Wias provén: noh
s0. to be- whan the bal]nts wer'
counted .

T personally am mclm
,ed to  believe “that irr

- ‘spective” of how Aine:. 2
" platform’ ‘may he pré-
" ‘sented,. or how splendld__-.
-the ticket, the party that
‘can get ‘the vote out is th '
- 'party thatﬂwms. g
If “we Democrals ever hope ‘ta
bring aboui the reforms. for which:
we: stood;- we. will: have, to get.rid
of ‘the- .deadwood within our party,
get down'to work and gef a- voting

list of the-voters in our: chstncts.
and. then . when- eIecLu:m. comes

: around be-. pxepared 10 :saprifice -a

day’s: pay in: order to ger out the
vote.

It is u-nplohable that, we.will’ ever

. have the financial atfluence’ of our

Republican opponents, and.if: “we
are ever-to.beat  them,-then with
faith in -our. ideals we- will: have
th more. than ‘matéh’ theic monev
hv personal -work.

T beliave that -the public 35 ‘well
satisfled with .the "way the elec
tion went, and in a democracy. it
is incumbent upon -each of'us. &
do our hest under our elected-leads
lers. Therefore we Democrats of«
‘fev our services in any way they
may he used. ’




