GOVERNMENT FOR
THE PEOPLE

"By DR, HENRY GRORGE I

LAST_ SATURDAY was. lhe.date of.

the Democralic primary. I have '

been told personally by

sevaral

angry citizens that "I Satuiday's

voling pracedure was an examiple
of our Democratic machinery, then
we need some new machinery.”
To begin with, for machinery to
worli. there must e a lwman hand
to guide it, and while there were
many hands rhady and willing to
take part the machinery wag diffi-
cult ‘Lo find. There is in my opin.
ion no more important procedure
tin government than a primary elec-
tion,  Saturday for the first time
in years the Democratie party gave
the public @ primary mayoralty
election, The people of this city ac-
tually had the privilege of choosing
from hetween twn candidates for
the eity's highest office. and T am
convinced that many citizens wani.
ed to asgert their right. .
However, for many who had not
Ane-tootli-comnbead  the papérs™ [or
several days pleceding, there was
no way of locating where thev were
1o vote. Throughout the éntlre ity
there were just two poll tlagg [y-
ing, one that had heen wrestled
by an energetic woman from tie
home of a Republican worker, and
ihe other that had heen secured
alter a worker had gime bhacek to the
Department of Electiong and de-
matuled that g flag he [lown,

I haold, that the right to vote ls.

e of the most sacred privileges
we Americans may enjoy, That
few will assert this prerogative Lhe
‘Lwo thousand votes cast Saturday
out of a possible fovty thousind
will attest, but T hold that it-is the
«duty of the government io protect
our right in the ballot.

There is ne news of greater local

imporiance than a primary elec:|

tion, ‘T maintain " that such news
should be on the front page of our
newspapets, - And if the results can
be splashed on the front page, why
cannot the poling places he put
on thé front page? " Tnstead, It was
in about the finest print under “Le-
gal News"” on page 31 of our even.
ing paper, .

Tt has bean Said that voting
should not e made easy; (lat when
it is Lhe public does nct appreciate
its rights and will not vote any-
way. I beg Lo differ. There were
many people last Saturdav who
hanestly wanted to vote and who
catled the cily building, the Demao.
eratin headquarters, the Demoera-
tie T.eague, the police departmant,
arsl some who even called iy ols
fice fo vy to find out where Lo
vole,

A Tor every one who ynade Hlisi
oTfnrt thiore were many who toolk:
time off from our heetic days ‘of
war effart -Llo try Lo cast a ballnt
onlv 1o find that .they were in
the wrong section or were unable
ta find their voting place at'ail

We have been. fghting- a wal
Lo assure our rights of sell govern-
ment, but when a people must play E
hide and seek with a polling place,i
their vights ave not being protected.
Irrespeclive of what- Lhe resulis of
this past election might have heen
T must protest the slipshod melhods
of the Department of iections,
gpverned  and cantrolied by Lh.e
liepl,iblican party, and I huld their
methods ag veprehensible breaches
of a public trust, .

At anyv electiom, 1f a cilizen has
z vight to csst a Dballol, then he’
surely has Lie right to the publie
service of a polling flag, and ade-
gquate news spread of the veoling

places the day of electinn.r

Ta (hwart a man in his right
ta vote is to discourage him.in his
confidence in govevniment, and L[
there was ever a day when we:
needed (o have every confidence in
our government snd W work as a
nniterd whole, this is the time.
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