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The Sceds of War

By DR. HENRY GEORGE HT..

) PART 1
o those citizens who would‘
henestly try to make this the last |
war, & qu_esticni arises which must
be squarely ansiwered before ore
intelligent’ step toward coopera-
tion hetween peoples may be taken.
Until it is truthfully answered and
_its implications put intd gffect we
jrust, iE we apd 1ot pstriches, recog
nize the fact that this.is neither
the greatest nor the last war. "
When%ahd'ihat day may yet.be
far offs-when the dnswet to this
question_is fully comprehended by
a 'sufficiert number of thinking
men, Wars, wiil be .as impossible
as is peace-_tuday!r Why do ‘men
; make war? - If we would put a stop
to the struggles—individual and
collective, civil and military, be-
tween individuals and hetween na-
tions, we must uhiderstand th'e"'fau-
tors that- bring us into conflict
with our fellow- beings, for only
‘throu ghlsueh understanding..may
‘wwe hope to remove:the causcs.
. ¥ar is the most horrible disease
coneeived by the brain of man. It
is the cancer of cancers, It 18 the
negation of everything positive
and good. It is a ravaging tuber-
culosis  which, white apparently
arrested in one part of the social
body, breaks out with devastating
fury in another, It is a’ disease
which for suffering and misery, for
indiscriminate blighting and blot-
ting has no rival in'the world. The
carnage of the wolf among sheep,
of the grizzly @mong cattle, of :the
Bengal tiger among swine, "is 4
'jungler creed of sAu_rviva_l of t,_h‘ei
species: ~ e !
All around us we see the eternal
struggle, the young devouring the
old, the strong the weal, the min-
now eating. the lavva, while the
larger fish - pursues the. minnow,
the starfish prying open the oyster
and in turn filling the belly of the
sand shark. Everywhere we lock
we see the . struggle, buf every-
:where it is the struggle between
species, not “within the species. Ants
do mot make war on their owil
vind. IF they fght it is over dis-
harmony of interests and that is
bacause of difference in fkind. Look
1A Antire where we will_,%,'\.{'e»cannnt
find the lower animals  fighting !
and killing themselves as we find
l in man—the highest. :

)

Ts war natural? Did Crodl intend
187 What is this strange virus
that is carried in the very millk of
nations that turns brother against
rother, father against son; that in
civil society fills our prisons with
criminials, our asylums with = the
insane, our almshouses with the
~old and pgor? :

What is ‘it that convulses the na-
tions of the world in-what we catl
hard times and depressions when
millions of those who would fill
their beliies stand shivering in the
bread Yines? What ig it that makes
man, , the creature mare . in_ the
image and likeness of iz Maker
turn his Hand against his hrother?
Is it Janguage that is the seed for

Jhecause : of his guttural tongue?

: Sidaruthary because the Hebrew is
| puided Uy nis Moses and Prophels,

strife?: is the German to-be feared

Is it ihe kind of government that
planis the ceed for strife? Were
ile free cities of Greece less war-
like than the satrapies of the great
king?- Was: the Rome of  the wi-
bunes and senate less warlike and
“bloddihirsty than the Rome of the
Caegarian tyrants? Was ‘Germany
1o he less [eaved under her National
Soriaiism. than under the frowning
Joaiger? . Is it religion? Because
the' orientals have.a Light Shower
named. Brahma, -or Fuddha, or

the Moslem by his Molamet, o
the Chiristian by s -Savieur—ls it
veligious.  difference @ that "~ has
‘drenched the world  in blood? s
Were the Crusaders motivated s0le-
ly.hy the desire to coavert or to
secure Jernsalem? Can it be that
food_ and dress have precipitated
hloadshed: among nations? Should
we -blame tlie constellations over-
shead, the wobbling of the earth on
“oi the sun spots for our

its_axig or.
-struggles?, -

e R I S
| Anthropologists tell us that
“youbg ‘nations having mote men
than women will male war {0 eap-
-ture women, and at a time millen-
-{urns -back and.-.amon g.small-bands
gueh-ag-ihe -Biblical Hebrews' and
‘gavage nomads in the ninterlands
this may be true, hut today in this

elimmering of undérstanding there
are few indeed *who would chal-
jenge that the greatest, single
cauge for strife or war ls due to
the unequal distribution-of wealth:

Whether it is between. bovthiack
and the bank president in our city

, than haif of the sountry . iFith a
population of 24,000,000., Tn. Ger-

i whatever and in Italy onedhalf of

or between the troops of this pation
that are locked in deadly conflict
[with the trocps of oiher nations,!
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the cause of the struggle is ine|
same. WMozt men do not get what |
they earn white other men geL!
what they do not earn. .
It iz this unequal distribution of.
wealth which is the seed of war.
Tt is this unegual distribution
of wealth whidh enabled the Jap-
anese Diet to claim ihat the coun-
try was vastly overpopulated, while
actually it is only half as densely
populated as England. In Franco
Spaln 50,000 -landlords. awi. more

many tens of millions cwn 1o land

one per cent of the landpwwners
possess 47 per cent of all the eulti-
vated land—a nation where 40
miliion out of 43 million own no
iand at all. In évery case we have
leard the same cry. War riust be
waged, terrifory annexéd to pro-
vide ' for the overpopulation -at
Iwmea, S :
R A

But how can a natlon such as
Ttaly fall to such a level of imequal
distribution? How could, the Home
of old before she. vanished fall to
such a level thdt 1,800 men owned
the then known world?. - =

If we havs tnegual distribution
of wealth it-must be with the au-
thority and approval of govern
menis and people. What then are
the governmental levers by which
unequal distribution of wealth may
so upset the balance befween. men
and nations - that' struggles and
bloodshed have become . the. aceuns-
tomed method of rearranging oul
civilized imbalances? How can it
he that when the exchange of work
is the law of social existence we
have an unequal:distribution? .

The exchange of work Iz trade
and where men trade fairly coop-
eration and not war Is the order.

If such is true then may iit'net
he that trade balances: hetween
countries may contribiite to the
cause of war? Assuming that trade

band tariffs may be closely linked

to war this column will discuss the
fundamental  difference  between
tha Democcratic and Republican
parijes and the implications of (he\

.Reciprocal Trade Treaties instilu

ted by ihis administration,



