1y touened upon the liquor gues-
tion here in Delaware. I now pro-
pose to take up in more detall each
aspect. of this social stumbling
block and will leave it to the con-
science of the reader how he will
view the Bill that promises lo
come before the legislature.

First, let me say, that while L,
myself, do not drinlk I consider it
my solemn obligation to defend
the rights of all men and women
wlho choose o drinl: :

I do not think that  or any other
man, or any group of men have the
moral right to stop a feflow citizen
from drinking if he so chooses and
through his act -does no.one mis-
chief,

Thus, while the Rev.. Ivanhoe
Willis, superiniendent of the Anti-
Saloon League, and acting agent
| for the Law and Order Soclety of
Delaware, has commended the
Ligquor Commission for having re-
fused to issue further retail liquor
licenses for the remainder of the
vear, T must protest his attitude if
not that of the commission’s.

CAnd I must protest his commen-
dation on the grounds that his. at-
titude is antagonistic’ to every
man's Tight. of = self-employment
and.self-deportment.. . .
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Commisgion doing by denying ap-
plicanis the right io open retail
liguor stores? It is presumed. by
many well-nieaning citizéns that it
is cutting down on drunkenness at
their source. But is it? Actually
it is accepting the responsibility of
determining what the public
demand for a commodity- really is.
It is making it harder for legiti-
mate business men to operate, it is
making it difficult for lawabiding
citizens to get what they want
where they want It
g

Does the -cominission know the
demand for a commodity? It-as-
sumes such knowledge. It arbi-
trarily decided the number dnd the
approximate location of each store.
This iz -an- -extremely dangerous
duty to perform, for it then takes
; upon itself the superior wisdem of
i predeterinination, a knowledge
: that the Almighty never endowed
cany individual with, and which is
the cause for the brealdown and
failure of every government that
has entered inic business, that has
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I know a I,'I;'laﬂr who wanted o
open a retail liguor store. He met
all of the qualifications ut was re-
ruged on ine groumxls that there
was already one store in thai
vicinity. I dom't guestion the rea-
son given or the legal right of the
Commission to so rule, but by ihis
ruling it denied & man the privi-
‘lege ~of self-support that might
have acerned at ihat location. But
the Commission refused him on
the ground that there already was
one store. ‘w

s the Lijuor Commigsion dedica-
ted: to protecting -an incumbent
against the competition  of new-
comers? By the same token should
we. not preclude dry goods mer-
chants from congregating on Mar-
ket street, of heavy chemicals
from coming to Delaware, 0f
churches from having three within
a radius of five blpcks, of grocery
‘gtores from having adjacent build-
ings, of automobile showrooms
from being across the street from
each other? If a man wishes to
take the risks incumbent of open-
ing a new place of business, that
should be his responsibility. If the
potential eustomers do not like him
or what he sells he will e forced
by, economic pressure to vacate. I

What precizely, is the Liquor

hecome sociatistically minded.

hold that it is not the duty or right
" pf the Tiquor Commission te decide
‘who shall be favored with a happy
hunting . ground of a designated
arez, free from other liquor men's
competition. "Aslong as the mer-
chant. meets his . taxes, pays his
' bills, " ednducts himself . with pro-
riety -and is:; wanted by the com:
munity, as evidenced by his trade,
‘he is rendering a service, and it is
his right. . . )
We have allowed fear
of the evils resulting

‘from the misuse of aleo-

ho! to deny our fellow

citizens their inherent
rights.
T i &

I agre¢ wilth and commend the
Rev. Mr. Willis in his desire io see
{less abuse of intoxieants, and 1 he-
e lieve that ihireugh  Hberalization

and education we wlll advance fem-
perance far more rapidly than by
prehibiting and Blue Law enact-
ments. Possibly the Rev., Mo
‘Willis was pleased hecause he felt
that there would be one less source
for the sale of liquor, and saw in
the denial of the applicants a di-
minution in the ultimate consump-
tion of intoxicants. However, ithe
goal of diminishing the amount of
liguor copsumed, will in all prob-
ability not be satisfied, During

is forbidden at the stores. ;

our moral duty té protect him in,
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Prohibition when legaily none was
sold, few who wanled it went dry.
and it is folly to assume that what
did npf work during Prohibition
days will work new that we can
buy Uqueor, )
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Let us consider the following:
We have in Delaware, so I am told,
approximately four hundred stoves
and taprooms, and between sixty
and seventy drinking clubs. None
of these would exist if the public,
did not want to suppori them, Tet:
us not damn men who sefll us|
whai{ we want. Now, If drinking is
evil, where does tnost of it oceur,
in the stores, ,or in the clubs and
taprooms? Which are there more
of? There are vastly more tap-!
rooms and clubs than there arej
stores. And by the law drinking:
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Most men who drink at home do-
not get intoxicated. Where wine-
and liguor is on the table it is sel-
dom - abused. In  continental
Burope, where wine and, alecholic
heverage is talen at the tahle in
preference Lo water, there s lit{le
abuse, but in England, where the’
corner pub is the axis of the com-!
munity, the evils of Intemperance,
are most strongly discerned., The
same holds, true here in Delaware,”
With our midnight curfew, friends.
who gather in the -faverns -and
clubg try to beat the dead line. The
human body can tolerate amazing
guantifies of  foods, stimulants,
and poisons if given slowly. over
a period of time, but after moder-
ate drinking and with the approach
of the deadline there is usually
“Just another round,” and then
“let's get anciher before twelve.”

The result is that gradual drink-
ing gives way to a determined ef-
fort to heat our- curfew and by
midnight there are a lot of men
and women who are- maudlinly
drunlk.” In Europe, where drink
has little tax hurden, and where
accordingly it is wvery cheap, 2
man ‘oes not take a-friend to a
tavern and to show his regard iry
and drink him under the fable.

In England where even a glass
of Deer iz heavily taxed, a poor
man considers it an honor to have
a drink with a friend and mus{ re-
turn the compliment in kind.- Tt is
this treating, in England and here,
that malkes men lose their sense of
values, :

The Commission cannoi stob
drunkenness by trying to maike-
drink scarce, We have had one
taste of that. Rather it must take
the treat vatue out ol drink, and
of this T will speak later.



