Several years ago while talking
"with a tramp to whqm I gave &
L1ift the conversation turned to la-!
%bbr problems, “We've got to get
into ‘the war to get fuil employ-
ment,” he emphatically stated. And
to my query as_ to what would
“Happen Lo lzbop aftér the war.he’
shrugged his shoulders, and said
"it's goin' to he bad for many of
us. They onty want Kids that can
step lively. It's going o he hell
for us older folks.”

Tabor fears, just as every think-
Ing man fears, Llie reconstriction
perlod that is coming after ihe
war, The. a3 yet trivial govern-
ment culbacks in ovders avre &l
ready giving many Jabovring 1@en
a taste of what may be the hitler
guffering that hundreds of thou-
gands if not tens of millions must
shortly face. What is this condi-
tion in society that enly war can
temporarily alleviate? _Why is it

that workers can be subjected, to

the dread fear of want and indus-
trial.exploitation? . Kverywhere
‘one tuins one hears Ithe same
!'thou.ght expressed “Just wait, la-
hor is riding high now,, but after
the war they'll sweat Dlood!”
Waorkers aie not siaves, yel today
“there is rapidly building up an at-
titude of revengg, to be exacted of
those who have only their labor to
gell, onee the war is over. If la-
porers are not slaves, iow ig it that
many empldyers confemplate ex-
ploiting them? '

BoRom :

1t is contended. by .many that
worlers submit to exploitaiion be-
cause they cannot work withous
machinery, and having none .at
their own command, must beg of
a capitalist on his own térms for
the privilege of using his. If that
is trie then. workers are not free,
for they are mastered hy their eco-
nomic mecessity., But if it is true
why do mnot the workers make
thelr own machinery? ' '
By its very nature machincry 2
nat an accumulation of the distant
It is in. constant production

past. ]
and is produced by the warking
clagses. If tomorrow every plece

are

| of machinery in this couniry W
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(o he destroyed, if cities were to
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\;«ip@rj aff the face of ihe aarth, ns“
Rome plowed salt where onee
proud Carthage stood, if labor \'vea'e
reduced io is hare brawn andd
brain, then if it were 1eft alona,
BUT LEFT FREE TO FPRODUCE
AND TO TRADE, the cities and

factories, and tnachines would socon
be finer ancd bigger than hefore, a8
was Chicago after her fire,

-
The reason why working men do
not control ihe machines they

make, is that thelr wages are 100
small to permit their retaining an
intersst m the equipment. They
make a bare subsistence, and it is
their pecuniary want that deprives
them of their natural sliare and con-
trol of the capital they use, and
makes them in very truth slaves
in fact, if not in name.

But why should warkers be poor?
Why should they he eternally on
the hrink of the economic chasm?
Their very name proves thal they
{are not idle, They are the builders,
i the makers and the sowers but they
!are not the feapers. It is the labor-
ing ctass who toil, and the leisure
¢lass who, by some subtle govern-
mental alchemy, reap. Worlers are
poor not because they do not work,
but because they ¢do not get their
share of ail they produce. Some-
where along the line .their earn-
ings are siphoned off, and the
monopolist collects, This is what
the Soclalists and most maodern
day economists corsider as "su-
plus value,”
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They believe that labor produces
more than it receives as wages.
Tut how could thers be “surplus
value” if labor got ali it produced?
What is it then that diverts the
surplus from those who make it
{o 'those who squander it? This is
the great inner problem that labor
alone must solve! No matter how
iniguitous a privilege may be, those
whe enjoy it will fight to the last
drap to preserve it. The rte-
form must come from those who
are stung by its injustice, and
only labor can free America.

B i o

To understand ihe surplus pro-
dugt of lahor there are three fac
tors to be kept in mind,—the labo.-
er, hig implements, and the land.

When these three factors are un-
derstood the truth is apparent that
Lhe gurplus that labor produces and
leisure gets is attribuiable not to
the capitalism with reference to
manmade toals and equipment, hus
with the falsely confused and nam-
eel capitalism, aciual monepaly and

Jbut it is the. math

privilege in land. Tven wikth man-
‘marde eguipment capitalized, as
long sz men ave free and land is
free and accessahle there could
not be the sgiphoning off of a sur-
plus and there could noi -be an in-
dustiriai slavery. Bui where land is
capitalized, monopolized, through
lspecial privilege, through private
law, there and there only, through
tribute, or robbery, call it what you
will, a surplus product appears and
likewise the factory slave.

o . .

It is not for the lack of machin-
ery which it produces that the lab-
oring classes are exploited hy the
owners of machinery {capital) IT
IS FOR THE LACK OF AVILABLE
FREE LAND TO COMPETE WITH
VALUABLE land and. thus relieve
the congestion of the disemployed.
‘When Mr. Peel, in Marx's celebrat-
‘ed “Das Capital,” left- Tngland with
$250,000 and 3000 workers to set
up his empire In Swan River what
happened? He had the machinery,
the money, and the workers, but
while they were industrial slaves
in England, South Australia was|
a free land, and the workers zs
soon as they set foot in that free
land set up business for themselves,

whereby

vglue"' but Mr, Peel learned to-do
his own worle.”

oA
In his fight for rgfcirm Winston
Churchill, Prime - Minister of Eng-
land, has this_to say: “It is quite
true that the land monopoly iz not
the only monopoly which: exists,
r. of all: ot

land ave not the only form of un--
earned or undeserved profit which
individuals are able to.securs; but
it is the principle form of unearnad
inerement which is derived. from
procesges which are not merely not
I)enr.:f{cial but which are positively
detrimental 1o the general public.
Land, which is a necessity to hu-
an existence, which is ilie orig-
mall source of all wealth, which is
strietly limited in extent, which s
fixed in geographlcal position-—
iand, I say, differs firom all.other
forms of property in these pri’mary
and fundamental conditions,
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. Therf_ight of labor. in this cﬁimtry ’
Is the Tight of every soldier at thz
front. It is the fight for the: basic

idea that a man has a right to toil
aud o the rait of is toil, that this
ountry of the peopie, by the peopls
and for tl}g_rﬁgpplq_ is_hig. 9%00111?5'11;.
lo provide iéfi jobs for ten*men.

" This {8 not Iabor's fight alone; nor -

the soldier's fight, it is the fight of --
every man and-woman, it is the
fight of eveiy child as yet unborn,
Let us not shirk our pért. N




