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“course of construction.
-made here a8 cheaply ds in Europe, and heavy steel ar-

" commerce except what creeps around our coast.

>

This- edxtariul which ' appea,red in “The Standard"
1389 &8 been mdely quoted by both sides in the present war
con evers + Xt is reprinted hers withont comment, »s a serv-

ice to our readers, exactly as in the original: even the %

- graphical errors have beom rotaimed, The page proofs’ e

Jbeen carsfnlly ' checked against a enpy of “The Standard.”

" One of the ma.tters for which the papers favorable to-it

most praise the last administration is its management
of the navy department, Reviewing what hasg been done

under the secretaryship of Mr. thtney, the New York
‘Times says: :

Never before in the history of the United-,states has a pdrty

- been able to retire from office with the satisfaction of know-
“ing that during its four years’ term of power it has done so

much -toward strengthening the defensive system of the coun-
try and at the mame time developedl s¢ many material resources
for the mamtenance of a modern naval establishment,

This is doubtless irue.

the last administration has been, to build good vessels,

. &nd by a Jndicious placmg of Iarge ‘contracts to induce

private firmg to'set up the expensive plants needed’ for
the making of heavy armor plates ‘apd monster guns.

" In this it hag been successful. For the first-time since

iron- hegan to:supplant ‘wood, ahd powerful marine en-
gines to be developed, we¢ have several ‘iron ships that
can both fight and run, ‘while several others are in
Guins of great size have been

mor plates have heen cast at a price only twenty-five

-per cent.greater than they would have cost in Great
.. Britain. We have, in short, got the nucleus of a great
. modern navy, such as those by which the European pow-

“ers are trying to outvie each other, and in the Bethle-
‘hern Iron Works and the Hotehkisy Arms Compa.ny the
: expenditures 'of the government has brought into being

a-couple of infant Krupps. For all this, President Cleve--
lend’s - ‘adminisiration deserves whatever credit is due.
" But ig'it not 'the credit that belongs to the doing well of

_ wha.t in 1tself i bad?

L. ®
“What do we wa:nt with a navy’-’ .
B V) protect our commerce? " We have no sea-horne
Pro-
tection has-killed our foreign commerce, and on the
ocean American passengers and American freights are
carried under foreign flags; - Yet even if we had foreign

And -even if ﬁus were not so the days of convoys hs.ve
passed. . . -

“To .protect our . seahaard -cities from - ‘bombardment ?
Who is there who wanta or is likely to want to bom-

- hard our eities? . And if such there were, is it not cer-
| tain that the most effective defense of our seaboard
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“Insteéad of wasting millions in
repmnng ships unfit for modern warfare, the policy of

Our Need of a Navy B

By BENRY GEORGE

- eommerce, it .-would need no navjr to protect it. We have
but to agree to it, to secure to private property at sea
in’ time .of war the same immunity that the usages of:
¢ivilized nations now give to private property -on land.

' Thompson,

others, peace with all the world is in our ‘hands.

The Freeman,

cities_'from hombardment would not be':'stée'l-'ciad ships N
such ag we are now constructing and -that are certain
to be antiguated with the first greal war that comes,

‘but by balloons and submarine boats and torpedoes and

electrical devices such as- American 1ngenu1ty, if its
springs pe kept in strength, WJ11 bring forth whenever
there is necd? o |

- * ¥ % o

In the begmmng of the centuz‘y, when compared with
Buropean powers, We were small and Weak when the
black flag was yet known-in the gulf, when Barbary
rovers yet sailed the Mediterranean and piassed beyond
the straits; when the eastern seas were infested with
Chinese and Malay pirates; when railroad é.nd telegraph
were not known, and it took months to commumcate he-

~tween places. where now only minutes are required—
‘then _there_, might have been some reagon

!:Eor spending -

money on a standing navy. ‘But what reason is thers
now? Pirates have disappeared, barbansm .on-the gea-
coasts at least, has everywhere succumbéd | to the power
of cw:hzatmn, ‘and all. the principal ports iof the world

- are Hnked in telegraphic communication with New York

and Wasghington, The American repu‘n]ic, m the “begin-
ning of the century small and weak, is now, “all thmgs-
consideréd, ‘the " strongest nation in the {world, while -
every decade as it passes steadily increases her superi-
ority.  Separated by three thousand miles of ocean from

the rivalries and enmities of Europe, seated without hos-

tile. neighbors on a continent where none ‘would drea:n
of measuring strergth with us, what foe have we, what
foe are we likely to bave, against whom weé should -need
a navy? The notion that any nation on esrth would he
‘tempted by our defenseless condition” to -deliberately
attack us, is worthy of a lunatic asylum. | There is no
power or combination of powers that could successfully

-invade us, and there is no power or combination of pow-

ers that could have any temptation to wantonly attack
us. So long as we refrain from ,wa.ntoré.ly. attacking
It is
perhaps the very .greatest of all the advantages which
we enjoy over the other great nations of the earth that
so far as human eye can see we may rest secure of hon-
orable peace 50 long as we prefer it to dishonorable war.
> . * * . .

But. “war may come.” Yes; war may édme No one
could deny that any more than.any one- could deny that
Mrs. Toodles’ daughter might marry aiman named
But what use is there in keeping up an ex-
pensive’ navy to meet that possibility? 'I‘he possession

- of steel-clad fleets and navy yards and foundnes based

an govemment ‘coniracts does not mea.n maritimae
strength, We may build and maintsin a na.vy as great
as that of England, but so long as we- have no. mercan-

‘tile marine—so long ds Engla.nd carries- uur passengers E
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and transports our freights on the high seas—we shall
not rival England’'s maritime power.

The robbing system of protection has reduced us from
the first rank of maritime peoples to the maritime rank
of the Turks or the Japanese, and now the advocates of
this same gystem, as one of the excuses for keeping up

the blighting taxes from which some few monopolists

profit, insist on giving us a “modern naval establigh-
ment.” It will no more make us a naval power than
the purchase of ironclads by Turkey and Japan make
those countries naval powers. A navy without a mer-
chant commerce i8 an exotic that may make a brave
show in time of peace if money enough be spent on it,
put that will surely wither in the blast of war with a
commercial fnation. To become strong on the seas again—
to have again the American flag floating over the swift-
egt ships and the best seamen that any nation can
‘boast, it is only necessary to give freedom to American
enterprise and American ingenuity—-to abolish the tax-
es that have driven them from the ocean. The millions
that we are spending on this infant “modern naval es-
tablishment” of ours, if left to private enterprise by
the sbolitien of dutics on everything that enters into
the cost of building and gafling ships, would soon give
us & mercantile marine that would be a befter reliance
in time of war than any mnavy; would soen build up
foundries and machine shops able to turn out more and
better and gquicker work than any egtablishments that
mere government patronage can create.

* L 2 *

|

Standingi navies and armies are Incongruous with our
institutions—1they belong properly to monarchies and
aristocraciés, not to democratic republics. Our stand-
ing nmavy and our standing army are and have been since
their organization utferly alien to the true American
- spirit. In ‘them are perpetuated that caste distinction
beween classes, the oulgrowth of European aristocracy,
 that the American constitution aims at in prohibiting

titles of nobility. Before the civil law all American citi-
zens stand on the same level. Between the president of
the republic and the lowest department messenger the
distinction is merely that of place and duty. But be-
tween the commigsioned officer of army or mavy and
the enlisted man there ig 4 distinction of kind—a dis-
tinction essentially and historically the same as that
made in the worst days of Kuropean monarchies between
high born noble and base born peasant. Between the
jowest commissioned officer and the highest non-com-
missioned officer in the American army or navy, there
exists the same kind of Impassable gulf that exists be-
tween the son of an Engligh duke and bis father's butler
—the one' is a member of a superior and privileged
class, the other is essentially inferior,

Two American boys enter the navy al the same time.
One the son of an influential father, is by favor of the
president or some congressman sent to the Naval acad-
emy, or possibly in some cases where the congressman
puts his privxlege of appointment up to competition, he
wins it by passing a scholastic examination, which, how-
ever it may test his ability to memorize and cram, gives

. commaon sailor.”
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no indication whatever of his peculiar fltness for a mail-
or. The other enters as apprentlce or enhsts adg an or-
dinary seaman. The one beeomes a fa.vored ward of the
government. He receives good pay, an expenswe educa-
tion, and has hut to pass the exazmnatwnls and conduct
himself with reasonable propriety to come out of the
academy a permanent office holder for the rest of his
days. “Society” opens its arms to him a§ a member of
a privileged clags. The ofher is despised as merely “a
All the one hes to do is to live, and
he will mount by successive stages to th-a highest rank.
As for the other, his status is not that of' & ward of the
government and life office holder, but tllm.t of a hired
man, employed from time to time at low wages and
small comfort, who, during hin_terms of, enlistment, is
held to his service by force, and who, o matter what
his application and ability, can rarely hope to rise in
the national service above @& position which leaves him
the inferior of the youngest and lowest§ commissioned
officer, |

All this jg utterly opposed to ‘the spmt of American
institutions. Its theory is the theory of |mona.rchy and

- aristocracy, not the theory of republican democracy.

The reason assigned for the maintenance of privileged
classes—of hereditary office helders aund law-makers—
by the defenders of monarchy and aristocracy is, that

men are thus educated for.their-duties, and that the -

state thus gets hetter service. Whether this is true or
not is beyond the point, but it is perfectly clear that
if we are right In picking out and edu;cati.ng boys 1o
become officers in our army and navy, then we are
wrong in not picking out and educating boys to become
judges, senators, commisgioners, consuls, presidents—
in short, in not putting the whole functions of govern-
ment in the hands of a specially educated clasg of life
office holders.

¥ * *®

But this aristocratic orgamization of our standing
army and standing navy ig significant of something
deeper, and shows that they are existing and not akin
to our institutions. In the very nature of things stand-
ing armies and standing navies are inimical to democ-
racy, and never, save in case of absolute necessity, should
those who desire the perpetuity of democratic institu-
tions consent to maintain them. Standing armies and
navies have always proved the ready tools of fyranny,
and in every couniry in which they have been suifered
to pass 4 certain point have proved the death of liberty.

This arises from their nature. ‘The great virtue of
the military service is implicit obedience, and to its in-
culcation the whole military education is direcied. In

_standing army or standing navy the citizen is converted

inte a mere Killing machine, which reaches perfection -
a5 it becomes ready to kill with absolite indifference
any one whom it is ordered to kill. “Theirs not to make
reply; theirs not to reason why, theirs. but to do and
die” is the spirit and the virtue of standmg army and
standing navy. And there naturally grows up in it a
distrust and contempt Zfor democratlc methods and
forms.
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In the very disposition o strengthen our ' standinig
army and navy there is an unconcealed desire to create

a force that may on_occas{on be used not against a for- -
. ,ei'gn._enemy,j but against' the masses of our owa people.
“There is nothing more timid thin a million dollars ex-.

“cept two million dollars,” end the millions in ones and
twos ‘and tens and scores and fifties and hundreds that
are piling together in the United States today are niore
and more attracted to the idea of a strong government.

“Militia can’t be relied on to put down labor riots, and we
ought to have more regulars,” is a sentiment that hag’

greatly grown among certain most influential classes dur-
Ing the-last ten years, and that is not without open ex-

pression in the press. It is an indication that should re-

mind us of what the whole history of government attests,
that while “a well regulated militia is essential to ‘the
existence of a free beople” & standing war establish-
- ment iz always dangerous, - If it is a great one, it is
‘greatly dangerous. If .it is a little one, it is less
| dangerous. But big or little, danger to free institutions
. inheres in. 1ts exigtence. For there ig a.lwa.ys a tendency
in such thmgs for the little to grow into the hig.

x ® w

For ihe man or boy who has no. legltzma.te use for a.
revolver, the best sort of a revolver to carry, i he must.

- tarry a-tevolver, is ope that won’t shoot. On.the same
prineciple, the wooden navy which the Republicans left

wWhen {hey went out was a better navy for ug fhan the - = ]
' . its passions it means long leases of power,

more. €fficient one that President{ Cleveland’s adminis-
tration has left.

an-Ameriean navy is. wanted—an excuse for giving
& dumber of gentlemen pleasant life situstions, for fat-
: _tening -a number of contractors, and for enabling the
. party in power to exerclse considerable political influ-
ence. Ag it could neither fight mor run, thers wag less
danger that it might be used to-get us into some dis-
gra:céful ‘war, such as Mr, Blaine had all but succeeded
in getting ug into with Chile at the time when his power
was terminated by Mr. Arthur's accession.

For: us: to spend money on & udeless navy is omly a._'.

little:worse . than throwing so much money into the sea;
ut. to spend money on an efficient navy, when we have
-no-need for any navy, is a great deal worse, since. 1t
'cre&tes k5 consta.nt dlsposition to ude .it.
 'This is. a real danger.
"t6 rouse the miiserable ‘vanities and vile passions that
‘.ma,squera.de under the name of patriotism; to excite the

madness - that in méan, ag in’some other animals; is’

_'Worked by blood, is the miost potent resource of a gov-
érning” class who wish to -divert attention from "homme

" mattery and Becure an unreasomng unguestioning sup- |
God ‘forbid that the lust for power should bring
" ths curse of -ancther war of any kind upon the United . -
: But just as we

_.a,dd ‘to - our: mﬁxtary eata‘bhshment 80 do we mcrease‘

port. .

-States. I i§ the only thing -that -can.

' the danger =

[ S r‘: *

Tha.t we.in the United Sta.tes have developed the he--'-"

“should we tamper or play with it?

The old ships that could meither fight
Yior run, but did possess a.marvelous capacity for under-.
going Tepairs, fully served every real purpose for which.

To win a little military glory,f

‘m.lght be the grand destmy of ‘thé American republic to
‘dedd ‘the ‘world to peace.’ ‘
o '_gamed through blood and destruetion, heId by masss ]
. ‘légions ‘and eatrying in its heart the seeds of.its owm' ..
. decay, but a Chrmt:an peace, ba.sed on mutua.l resPect
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ginnings of a great “modérn naval esta.‘bhshment " g

this a thing to be proud of? Ia it not 'hke rejoicing
that the beginmings of leprosy have been developed
among a people that might be clean and whole‘? '
‘Look ‘at Burcpe today, cursed with monstrous military '
and naval establighments that not merely press “with
awiul weight upon the productive. energles of the people,
but bar the ‘way to all social and political re'fqrm Look
at Europe, so weighed down by these monstrous estab-

-lishments that a nominal peace ig becomihg intolerable, -

and the only hope of advance geems to [lie through a
red sea of blood and a genera! bankruptcy of naticns.
Why should we take upon curselves thaticurse? Why"

- War is the game from which both parhes st aﬁsé.
losers! That is true of peoples, But it .ls not true of -
special classes who profif and wax strong a,t the expense
of the masses of the people. Special intergsts find their =
accounti in war just as special interests fmd their ac-
count in protective tariffs, and concentrated special in-

|
terests are always relatively stronger than diffused gen-

.eral interests. ADnd what we are doing inl building. up &

“modern naval establishment” is to develop those in-

terests.  To the masses of the people warjalways means -
gufiering and impbverishment. But to the ‘officers of -

. @ standing army or navy war means ra.'pid__ promof.ioh

and enormously -augmented importance: to contractors
it ‘means great fortunes; to politicians who can utilize -
‘We can not v
be too careful not to build up such interel',sts. _ ]

.-“The empire is -peace,” said the Third ;Napolébn..-.:-ln ‘_
thig he inverted the truth; and a ltile while theresifter .
wis, fo maintain his-empire, forced. to-iivolve France

“iil'a ‘war which has left upon Hurope a legacy-of evil
- -that no man ean - measure.

Empires, monarchies, aris-
tocracies—all forms of tyrapny—are born of war and

‘the war spirit. Democra.cy, on the contrary is the child
-of peace, and can only really grow and advance in times
of ‘peace. p

Trace. té their root all forms: of tyra.mly and enslave-

':.fment, all the widespread - curses that the world over -
-“have degraded and embruted men and mafle the masses.
:but hewers of wood and drawers of water; ask how slave-
. Ty, serfdom, - cannibalism, private property in jand, and
_national debts came’ to ‘be;’ “how- savage, superstitions
..were engendered- and-how- the slavish reverence for ful+..
Jing families and ¢lasses-has been developed and per-.
- petudted—it will be found to' be war and -preparatiofnis

for war. Civilization, in what does it. essentially con--

sist, but in the art or condition of men living civilly and =~
“peacefully with each other? i
" lized society individuals no longer go constanily armed.
: Why should not pations also become cnnhzed and d1s-..
:card their war establishments? :

In our most highly eivi-

Most advantageously situated of all the natlons, 1!'."'.‘:

"Not to a “Roman pea.ce
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and forbearance—a living, deepening, growing peace,
having for its foundation that golden rule that teaches
us that we should act toward others as we would have
cthers act toward us.

Some glimmering recognition of the true place of the
American republic is shown in the proposal that has
been made in her name that the nations should agree
to settle disputes by arbitration. But how much more
effective than any precept would be the example that
would set before the world the spectacle of a great na-
tion Wlthout a standing navy and & standing army!

Of all the nations, ours is the one that can most easily
and most safely set such an example. Too strong to fear
injustice, we ought to he too proud to do it. What do
we want with a “modern naval establishment?' In the
quick brains, the strong arms, the loving hearts of self-
respecting independeni citizens who have really “a stake

in the country,” the republic will find@ her only sure

defense. Building and maintaiming *“modern naval es-
tablishments” can only divert us from securing that.
The real dangers that menace the republic are not
from without, but from within. Standing armies and
standing navies; heavy armor plates rolled by Bethichem
Iron works and big guns made by the Hotchkiss Arms
company can not guard against these dangers; they can

fl!/ -

///////%

- hook and spear into plow share!

only intensify them, :
L] * & i

Bethlehem! The very word recalls thé sweet story,
radiant with a Hght that has glimmered Gown through
cenfuries of iron and blood. Bethlehem, over which
‘the star of a world hope stood, and angels|sang of cheer
to men of good will; where long seeking wise men
howed in joyful reverence before the lowly cradle of the
Prinee of Peace, who should turn sword into reaping
Is it rilot suggestive
of our so-called “‘Christian civilization” that iron works
of this name should have taken the contract to roll
armor plates? “The old gods are not dea.t;i.” Many are
the statues of Mars and Pluto that have Christ’s name

painted on them, .

Instead of aping Europeen monarcmes, why showld
not the American republic take her proper place and.
lead the way? The milllons we have spent on a useless
navy and are now likely to spend on a worse than use-
less one, what might they not have accomphshed if in-
telligently devoied to the advancemeni of science and
the kindly arts, Only a small part of it #night ere this
have made aerial navigation practicable, |a.nd relegated
Europesan steel-clads to the junk shop, and pointed fifty
telescopes greater than the Lick nightly to the stars.

7 N | ) //////l//;

s in the shadow of college, and library, and museum, are gathering the more hideous Huns and fiercer, Vandals . . ."




