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FROM THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE

This volume strives {o show in a brief, suggestive
way how privileges granied or sanctioned by gov-
ernment underlie the social and political, mental
manifestations that appear so ominous
in the republic. The menaopely of natursl oppor-
tunities, heavy taxes upon production, private owner-
ship of public highways and other lesser privileges.
cause the great inegualities in the distribution of
wealih whieh are evident all abouf, TFor these are
not powers to produce wealth, but powers to appro-
priate it.

This inequality in distribution causes the forma-
tion in the community of two clearly marlked and
powerfu! classes with distinct views and mutnally
hostile feelings, One of them is lifted into super-
abundance and the wealinesses and vices thai spring
from it, while within thaf elass is born the spirit
of superiority and the feeling that the “work people"”
were created expressly to worlt for it.

The “work people,” composing ithe great body of
the population, constitute the opposing class. Cut
off by monopoly from free access to natural oppor-
tunities, and robbed of and taxed onm the fruits of
their labor at every tura, they have been reduced
to an intense competition for a Hiving. In the skilled
trades they have ocorganized into unjons to coniral
the supply of their kind of labor, in order itc keep

up and, if possible, increase its price, This organ-
ization for defense brings a power for olfensgs that,
governed by a narrow or unscrupulous spirit, may
be exercised i opposition {0 general public rights.

There have, therefore, risen up in the nation {wo
greaf, belligerent elements: leagued privileges on the
one side, labor unionism on the other. When Privi-
lege cannot male terms wiih this laber uanionism,
by which it may peacefully rob the publie, it makes
war against it. Tts chief weapons are soldiasrs and
an extraordinary development of the judicial en-
joining order.

And not only to help in this, but o protect gnd
extend the favors that are its life, Privilege further
endeavors o control politics by corruptmn and to
fnfluence public opinion through purchase or in-
fimidation of the press and through gifts to the uni-
versity and the pulpii.

All this leads to the centralization of govern-
ment and to foreign aggrsssion, and reveals in the
republic startiing parallels with great nations which,
after brilliant development, entered upon the path
of ruic and death.

Yet this volume is not an gutery of pessimism.
It is a word of warning, but also of hope,

The republic rightly boasts of great aC].llEX’e]‘nents,

and it hag in reserve power for great things to pome.
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