breaking ground

Pickard exposes
Lie of the Land

HGF Council Member Duncan Pickard’s
new book, Lie of the Land, was launched
at Reformers (the Foundation’s Edinburgh
bookshop) on 11" May.

The book is garnering favourable
reviews in the Scottish media. Pickard
has been featured in the Scottish dailies,
on the cover of the major trade weekly
Scottish Farmer and on Lesley Riddo-
chs’s popular talk show on BBC Radio
Scotland.

In his book Pickard exposes the culture
of deception that underpins agriculture
today. He sets out his radical solution
- ‘out of the box thinking’: stop giving
farmers EU subsidies, ditch the inland
revenue and its red tape - and, fundamen-
tally for him, start taxing the land.

Lie of the Land is published by
Shepheard-Walwyn and the Land
Research Trust at £6.95. Buy it at
Reformers - mailorder 0131 346 7139.
Or now you can shop for books online at
the Foundation’s website - go to
www.HenryGeorgeFoundation.org

- Oxon trial - Step 1
nears completion

The site valuations in the Oxfordshire
land value tax trial project (reported in
the last edition of Land&Liberty
communiqué) are nearing completion.
A set of preliminary assessments for
more than 3,500 sites is being lodged
with the Council. Its in-house GIS
Section will attach them to land parcel
maps created for the purpose.

Tony Vickers is technical advisor to
the project. A major one-day confer-
ence in Oxford is planned by the
Waterfront Conference Company
for 16™ September. (A programme
is included in this edition of
Land&Liberty communiqué.)

Read more about the project, and
follow developments at the project
webpage at www.OxonLVT.org.uk

2 Land&Liberty

Conference

success
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Over 100 senior delegates from the
transport professions took part in the
conference. Its acknowledged start point
was that public spending enhanced land
values are a proper source for project
funding. It appears the momentum of
the transport reform agenda is now self-
sustaining - still needing directing, but
not pushing.

Speaking to L&L at the event Fred
Harrison from the Land Research Trust
said “it's now incumbent on us to find
ways of changing the political discourse,
finding the kind of concepts and language
that will enrich political philosophy in
such a way that the case can be presented
to the public, by politicians, in a manner
that actually attracts support. Because
only then will the political parties feel
comfortable about going to the country,
promoting this as a serious tax reform
proposition”. It is clear land tax reform in
the UK is shifting on to a new stage.

Scots government

tax review
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The review process itself is now being
planned. In response to a Parliamentary
Question, Mr Kerr confirmed membership
of the team which will conduct the review:
Sir Peter Burt (Chair) former CE of the
Bank of Scotland; Professor John Baillie,
University of Glasgow; Peter Daniels, CE
of East Renfrewshire Council; and Janet
Lowe, Principal of Lauder College.

In other Scottish news, as expected,
Green MSP Mark Ballard'’s Council Tax
Reform Bill has fallen on a technical-
ity. Discussions are now taking place to
launch a new Bill with cross-party sup-
port. (see Madrid cover story)

Professional Land

Reform Group
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The new group sees its aim as ‘pro-
gressing the use of land value for com-
munity benefit’ among professionals,
and seeks to promote land value taxation
in an all-party non-secterian way.

Elected chairman Dave Wetzel said
“there is a need to step up a gear and for
professionals to bring a new perspective
and level of activity to the research and
advocacy of Ivt.”

See diary for the group’s next meeting.




