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Jobless

By Bolion Hal{é .

The soil of New York City, from
which lofty office buildings and apart-

ment houses have grown in profusion,

produced during the 1937 harvest
season .mmore than 600 tons of fresh
vegetables for persons on unemploys
ment relief who turned gardeners,
according to the Works Progress Ad-
ministration.

Tomadatoes, with a total yield of
330,279 pounds ,led the lisi of twen-
 ty-three vegetables raised in Brook-
lyn, the Bronx, Queens and Staten
Istand. (None of Manhaitan’s va-
cant Iots was made available for
garden plots.) The total harvest was
about 1,215,270 pounds. The corn

crop accounied for 87,111 pounds,

beats for 86,561 and turnips for 84,-

913. Afl the work done in the gar-
- deng was perforimed by families from

the hdme or work relief rolls, Ma-

terials and supervisory aid were sup-
plied by WPA.

Among the vegetables produced in
subsiantial quantities were wax
beans, broccoli, carrots, cucumbers;
fettuce, radishes, rutabagas, sguash,

Swiss chard, kohlrabi, pumpking,
spinach, peppers, lima beans, peas,
cahbage and eggplahi.

" Additional data is available in the
recent WPA survey, “Part-Time
Farming in the Southeas.” Workers
in the textile, naval store, lumbeér
and coal and iron industries, earning
from wage employment less than

$500 a year, were able to raise in a-

year for their own dconsumption on
plois from one-guarter acre to three

acres prodiets of a total value rang-
ing from §70 to about $400. The

survey found that this improved their

diet, since their gardens produced

more and beiter food than they

would have Peen able fo buy.

~ his is not cited to raise the in-
teresting guestion of the possibilities

Go "

of enclavial land settlement as an
unemployment relief afid rehabilita-
tion device in the present monopo-
Hstic order, bul as evidence upon an
eveti more fundamental guestion,
whetheér even toddy, when buildings
rige to 80, 90 and 100 stories, avail-
able land only and not cdapital is
niecessary to make a living.

This evidéncé Has been accumulat-
ing a long time. What I wrote about
it in 1908 may still hie recalled:

What unskilléd labor with little
capital can do on guarter acre plots
of poor soil, well sitwated, is hest
shown by the,Vacant Lot Cardening
Agsdeciation of various ciiies.

It has niet with marked success
between the waves of speculation, in
over twenty cities throughout the

" United States and alse in England

and.France, as g ineans of opening
employment to those who are in-
capable of éarning a living else-
where, Its practicability and effi-
ciency hiave been recentiy demon-
strated, particularly in Philadelphia,
whére for years from one to two
hundreéd acres Have been kepi in cul-~
tivation. In 1907 over 800 farhilies
raised on about two hundred acres,
crops Wworth $40,000.

There are plenty in New York City
who want  land, hut Vacant Lot
Gardening there has a serious draw-

back-—lack of land within edsy reach .
of congested centrés that can be had ;

free; however, thirty acres in the |
Bronx was loaned by the trustees of |

the Astor Hstate, ornily fifteen cul—g
tivable, Ninety gardeners startedin

at the beginning of the season and

less than 5 per cent failad te carry
their work to completion. The cost

to coniributors is about $10 per fam-
ily. Against this the families have
products of nearly $10 for every dol-
lay expended.

Caylord Wilshire, a prominent So-,

cialist, and editor of Wilshire'’s Maga- |
zine, says:

“In our grandfathers’ days ‘neces-

sary machinery’ meani{ an axe, a hoe, .

and a log cabin, al of which were
eazy of individual production and

owiigritiy,  Toddy, “Hecessary ma-
B ¥

w

"‘ack to the Lan

chinery’ means a combined reaper
and harvester, made by & one-hun-
dred million dollar trust, a one-hun-
dred million dollar railway to haul
the wheat to market, a million-dol-
lar elevator to unload it, and a mil-
lon-dollar mill to grind it into flour,
and finally a hundred-million-dollar
trust to bake it into biscuits for all

America.” K

But the Vacant Lot Gardenhs show
that even today available land only
and not capital is necessary to make
a living, and that any person wheo
can get a bit of land can succeed ony
it if he will work with his head as

well as hig” hands, There will be a -

revolution in our farming plans and
our farm life just as soon as the
people wake up to the fact that the
land about our towns and cities,
nearty all of whkich is held idie for
specilation, is the land out of which
they should get their living.
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Sce: “Progress and Poverty.” pp. 208—
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B.,, “"Thre¢ Acres and Liberty,”
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Little Land "and a Living,” The
Arcadia Press, New ¥York, sspecial-
ly Chapter 1II,
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