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. . . Nothing is more fallacious than to expect to produce any valuable or
permanent results in political projects by relying merely on the reason of
men. Men are rather reasoning tharn reasonable animals, for the most part
governed by the impulse of passion. This is a truth well understood by
our adversaries, who have practised upon it with no small benefit to their
cause; for at the very moment they are eulogizing the reason of men, and
professing to appeal only to that faculty, they are courting the strongest
and most active passion of the human heart, venityl It is no less true, that
the Federalists seem not to have attended to the fact sufficiently; and that
they erred in relying so much on the rectitude and utility of their meas-
ures as to have neglected the cultivation of popular favor, by fair and -
justifiable expedients. The observation has been repeatedly made by me
to individuals with whom I particularly conversed, and expedijents. sug---
gested for gaining good will, which were never adopted. Unluckily, how-
ever, for us, in the competition for the passions of the people, our oppo- .
nents have great advantages over us; for'the plain reason that the vicious
are far more active than the good passions; and that, to win the former to
our side, we must renounce our principles and our objects, and unite in
corrupting public opinion tll it becomes fit for nothing but mischief. Yet,
unless we can contrive to take hold of, and carry along with s some
strong feelings of the mind, we shall in vain calculate upon any substan-
tial or durable results. Whatever plan we may adopt, to be successful,
must be founded on the truth of this proposition. And perhaps it is not
very easy for us to give it full effects; especially not without some devia-
tions from what, on other occasions, we have maintained to be right. But
in determining upon the propriety of the deviations, we must consider
whether it be possible for us to sueceed, without, in some degree, employ-
ing the weapons which have been employed against us, and whether the
actual state and future prospect of things be not such as to justify the
reciprocal use of them, I need not tell you that T do not mean to counte-
nance the imitation of things intrinsically unworthy, but only of such as
may be denominated irregular; such as, in a sound and stable order of
things, ought not to exist. Neither are you to infer that any revolutionary -
result is contemplated. In my opinion, the present Constitution is the
standard to which we are o cling. Under its banners, bona fide, must we
combat our political foes, rejecting all changes but through the channel
___ itsélf provides for amendments. By these general views of the subject

have my reflections been guided. I now offer you the outline of the plan
which they have suggested. Let an association be formed to be denom-
inated “The Christian Constitutional Society.” Its objects to be: '
1st. The support of the Christian religion.
2d. The support of the Constitution of the United States. . . .



