WORLD POPULATION

THOMAS MALTHUS knew there was some-
thing wrong: there were so many poor people
around. But he could not figure out that the
problem lay in an cconomic system which pre-
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PRINCE PHILIP, the consort to the British Queen, says
that families should limit their size “in order to maintain
a balance between births and deaths Expressing des-
pair at the continued global hunger, despite the
Increase in the output of food, the prince - the father of
four children, whose wife is a major landowner - failed
to offer an explanation for this paradox

Instead, he resorted tothe idea of an optimum popula-
tion size. "It is wholly against the interests of human
happiness and survival for the size of the human popula-
tion to reach the ultimate limit,” he insisted, without
suggesting what that limit was,

The prince’s speech, at the Royal Society of Arts in
London on March 23, was addressed to environmen-
talists. It was the second time he had become involved
in the controversial subject. In 1982, while visiting the
Solomon lIslands, he was told the annual population
growth was 5%. He pronounced of the islanders They
must be out of their minds.

Now, he says it is “ridiculous’ that despite im-
provements in food production there were more starv-
ing people in the world than 200 years ago. And his
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prescription - a limit on fertility - was founded on the
idea that an optimum population size would ensure
future generations enjoyed a “fair share” of the world's
finite resources

Paul Knight comments: The problem with this theory is
that, no matter how severely people limited their pop-
ulation growth rates, today's proprietorial rights over
natural resources guarantees an unfair distribution of
resources. A static population, by itself, is no safeguard
against poverty; the growers of food, for example, could
still continue to stockpile their output and withhold it
from the hungry

Ithungeris an index of over-population, the world has
already gone beyond that point! There were one billion
people on earth in 1800, since then, the number has
grown to five billion today. But according to Professor
Colin Clark, the former Director of the Institute of
Agricultural Economics at Oxford University, the world
has the technical and ecological capacity to carry well
over 100 billion people

* See editoral comment on Page 50.
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MANILA: Thousands of protes-
ters marched on the presidential
palace on April 21 to warn Cory
Aquino that she faced the “wrath
of peasants” if demands for land
reform went unheeded. They
chanted “land not bullets’” and
carried signs proclaiming “farms
notarms” - areference to 13 pro-
testers who were killed when
troops fired on a similar march in
January last year. Mrs Aquino
has called for a land reform law to
distribute 13.3 million acres to
2.5 million landless farmars. The
bill has been stalled by months of
debate in Congress, where many
members are landownaers.

mand cconomy into the Malthu- would lead to faster ecconomic
stan debate does not get us far growth, he asserted

At least the Malthusians, in For the first tni
expressing alarm about the size ol has become unimpo
the population. do so by measur- [ the final analysis, we believe
ing demographic indices against that the interplay between demo-
natural - resources.  This  rein- graphy and finite resources will
troduces into the debate the con- only be understood when social
cept ol land. which s largely scientists examine “land™ specit-
ignored by orthodox cconomists wally, land tenure arrangements

today
Prot. Simon made it clear which

camp he favoured: in sug
that the United States would be

esting

m Growth, |

and

Ybpulan

clopment. Foreign

Institute of Economuc Affairs

JONN

md the wav that these have been

changed in the Tast 200 vears

Unul then, the vate will con-

tnue to go round in circles. People

will contin odicolhunger. And
socicties around the world will
remain politically unstable as they

resist the mass of peasants w
seem to want '*IIT onge ”\IZIL' o k\‘\'}‘

body and soul ogether: Tand

LAND & LIBERTY




