Tax Reform Forum H, eldt
AtShtppens burg, Pa.

by Alanna Hartzok,
Chambersbur;g, PA

Pubhc ofﬁclals community lead
ers, and the wider publiccame toa Tax
Reform Foruny at Shippensburg Uni-
versity on: ‘May 2 to learn more about

the benefitsor; pet.entlal drawbacks of

the so-called “split-rate” or “two-rate”

locdal tax reformnowbemgplememd

in 18 cities in Pennsylvania. The
Forum was organized by the Policy
Development Committee ofthe Greater

Chambersburg 2000. P_artnersths

Housing Task Foree

Housing Task Ferce Co-Chalr :
Alanna Hartzok was Forum Coordina-

- tor and Moderator., The idea for the
forum emerged fmm the search for
ways to encourage access to quahty-

affordable housing Other concerns

discussed included the economicdevel-

Genter for the Study of Economics,

s Columbm M_D

* ‘Mayor Anthony Spossey, Wash-

. mgbon PA;
L BenHowe]ls Jr., Former council--
man and ‘planner for 20 years, Allen-
"'jtown PA;

Walter Rybeck, Director, Center
for ‘Public Dialog, Kensington, MD;
" _Danﬁdkvan, Founder, Pennsyl-
vania Fair Tax Coalition, Pittsburgh.

Among the approximately 65 people
who attended were several Pennsylva-
nia State Legislators and/or their staff.

Senator Terry Punt, who chairs the
Senate’'s Community and Economic De-
velopment Committee, gave an enthu-

-siasticreportofthe current progressof

SB 211, a bill he is sponsoring which

. would extend the two-rate taxoption to

the nearly 1000 boroughs of the state.
The bill has recently passed out of the
Local Government Committee and is
nowin Appropriations. Passageofthe
bill by the entire Senate could happen
in the next few weeks.

continued on page 2

opment impacts of the split-rate tax,

how it might carb sprawland specula- .

tion and affect homeowners, renters,
industrial and commercial property
and farmers.

~(ther. presentors at- the Forum
mcluded :

M]ke Waterq (,,o-Cha:n: Housmg.-.

Task - Force of the’ Greater
Chambersburg 2000 Partnership;
-Senator Terry L. Punt, Chair of

theSenate (Jommumty and. Economxc N

Develop ment Committee;”

“John E. Gardner, Jr., Pennsylva-
nia State Assoclanox: 'of Boroughs; .
Joshua Vincent, Research Assoelate
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Rep. Stephen R.
Maitland and Rep. Jeffrey
Coy attended. Staff mem-
bers of Senator Robert
Jubeliere, the President of
the PA State Senate, whots
now also a co-sponsor of SB
211, and of Senaior Punt,
Rep. Patrick Fleagle and
Rep. Coy were also present.

BoroughManagersand
Councilmemberscame from
throughout southcentral
Pennsylvania and other ar-
eas as well, including
Chambersburg,
Shippensburg, Greencastle,
Wavnesboro, (Gettysburg,
Fairfield, Mt. Holly Springs
and Erie. Economics and
business management pro-
fessors from Shippensburg
University also took time to
attend the Forum.

About 20 peoplewhaoare
educators and activists for
thispolicy approachcame to
the Forum from the Phila-
delphia Area, New Jersey.
Delaware, Maryland, and
one from Switzerland.

News coverage for the
Forum was excellent as
there were at least five sto-
ries published. Preceding
the event, substantial sto-
ries appeared in the
Chambersburg PublicOpin-
ion, the Shippenshurg News-
Chronicle, and The Record

Herald of Waynesboro.
Afterwards, the
Chambersburg Public

Opinjon's story was entitled
“Two-Tier Tax System Gets
Hearing AtSU” and quoted
several of the presentors.
The Harrisburg Patriot-
News published a Capitol
Commerce story by
Stephanie Ebbertwhich be-
gan with, “While property-

tax reformiscrawling along
atits predictably slow pace,
another tax strategyisgain-
ing momentum.” The ar-
ticle pointed out that the
“conceptisn’t revolutionary:
it'sbeen rightunderlegisla-
tors' nosesinthe Capitol for
gome time. But it is ground-
breaking in that it could

reduce residential property

taxes and promote sound
urban pelicy at the same
time.”

Mayor Anthony Spossey
wasquoted thatinhiscity of
Washington, PA, 70% ofthe
property ownersbenefited.

“We don't view this as
tax reform, we look at it
more as a too} for commu-
nity and economic develop-
ment,” John Gardner, Jr..
Pennsylvania State Associa-

tionof Boroughs, wasquoted .

in the Chambersburg pa-
per.
Co-Sponsors of the Tax

Reform Forum inciuded:-
Sen. Terry L. Punt; Rep. .

Jeffrey W. Coy: Rep. derry
L. Nailor; PA State Assn. of
Boroughs; Borough of
Chambersburg; Borough of
Mt. Holly Springs; Borough
of Shippensburg; Center for
Sustainable Living at Wil-
gon College; Chambersburg
Community Improvement
Asgsn.: Chambersburg
Unity coalition; Common
Cround, USA; Community
Environmental Legal De-
fense Fund: Franklin
County Rental Property
Owners Assn.; Fruitbelt
Farmworker Christian Min-
istry; Dr. Kim Fox, profes-
sor, Shippensburg Univ,;
Henry George School of So-
cial Science; Dr. Stephend.
Holoviak, professor,
Shippensburg Univ.; The
Housing Authority of the
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County of Franklin; Penn-
sylvania Fair Tax Coalition;
10,000 Friends of Pennsyl-
vania. (See related article
on page 11.)

Tax Forum
Video Available

Anexcellent.profession-
ally produced videotape of
the entire Tax Reform Fo-
rum is now available. The

videotapeisiniwo-partsand
is 2 hours and 38 minutes
long.

For a copy of the video
gend a check for $25, which
includes shipping and han-
dling, aswellascopiesofthe
five news stories, to Alanna
Hartzok, P.O. Box 328, Scot-
land, PA 17254, For further
details you may contact her
at 717-264-0957 or emall:

earthrts@pa.net.
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