LAND AND FREEDOM 1

w‘ﬁﬂw\ﬁm‘ T
2y 8 “the wooeg zome for the fighs meng”
-—M“-ﬁm
a- E 3 E E 3 =

I il === eociemizle o oven smmmmartrr e wiCTuws
ke comferzace. Mﬂ‘b“‘ﬁc:ﬁ-

o New Vark Cur's ssverm of zesmssmenes ol of
It =2er o mrh fzwrrzbile commen
hé&nﬂi—nﬁ:ﬁ‘éiﬁm
wes o he eventmy of mme D day wies Fuie Wara
of Herverd w2s cdommas 2w I B Casewr of Totope
gpeiee ce * Gesspzasn-Focieves

Ms oo Geszpe D= MiEle zad 2er two dompho—
Agses zof Masperer. mostoe? 23 ovion of sppienes woes
they oot reccessred = the cammeee Ioll M= D=
MERe esormdel w8 2 boeE mpeect

x = = = E 3

Az the tecgeer beld oo S emning of Be bw dov oo
e ooeferzace co of Ze speai=e: reeived T aclons
v C V. Brzmsroes e Socebdempraoy mooyere o
Saer woe Zipresed Er Zepr TR e lesd wier=
EOVESCE. S (CGSSRy X oW = Ussame

Mes De Made sook= 21 e beoagmer 2o rovs mreestoy
epmetwemrrs f et lzcles

For e tesomer Wos= Colfrze v==xz 2 32 ~ Tz za=:
= O==" wiax® wz= soor sve-zl Comes w e e Wy
Meximms J: wzs Feemzd 5 Demdy Sus Wo= Colfie=
Beed o= =ohs 2 iode gesch 1o aad Dos Foi= sos
W Secresey F. Folkr. wroor tvo wrs Sar he bewegmer

On the fomrh Cor o e Comferrores 2= smer=vw w2
=ade © Diswere z=d Fredexi=fery whets @ oateray
2= b O e s Gov 20 ewrrs=en v BaeE ©
Spe=cg=. sea Booge. wheer 5 Dewich zpreew & o
Er e aad s aplamed

Fefow=e e cdese of Se z=mees = Copetiages
e werz =mady = Odesse. Nadewgpesd, Letms o=
Vibers. w82 e Swaf Solfises 2ad de owows < Il
Schools 7 wems vERsZ md vroaoes meeTmoT wes Deir
Tee Fo Bt SSeck == : ooigee coessioenws ©
edaca—e They =t »et == 20 Te= cor gh sheals,
o zre sether r==i cuwpes foc he sopdess T am 14
W 4 veas: of 202 These xEocls fDve ey W G B
'ézr_-ﬁﬁm:ﬁ;a:uk.;inﬁzﬁamraﬁ&:m
calimr Gooadovis, Ser Soemder. wes. | bl ez o
the workl : geesos sdmzaers.  DOGE sxmmmseoyoas EmC
= boaks e o = Se B2 schacks.

Chairman s Opening
Address at The Cc-iam

B § moy 2k de Treoy v xpedk G viuse deegimes
e, e ovelf, 3o crzmled noy Awtzaoces o el
a5 gttecug, | wnahl w27 ve z= ol = e 1 Dyt
A pergronys poemcIment 2wt 2% edereres wil =Tanr
mdest—rms pracle 3, 1 lefeye. the picoree Szt comes =
=e mms of mo=ligear progle o eties cormp—rs e TI=
zame of Demmpecrk = Semmyne? iz Sme-cz | zemmse puar.
= B 3or mcumEos w Sezr Desmme¥ speioey of 29 2 gk
ty-gﬁ.ﬁmiiaﬁaémdﬁefm-’
== sumem of poprder efwzoys fe pedicescy o &=
geopie = gevdacay w2t fam tie wid 2 her vy
» ommak Se world = @e arzusena o eErweas o-
GEAIETNE PEICES ¥ Encier e poroirryss of e faom
¥z z= god w0 be & Demmerd w0 dowp 1oads v coose
e coETEres, Hec Zud WY ¥his e deme 30 =
=C Wi mimEnc: s e mifr aamwre of S o
=F Zz= 2hracT e sty S

= womic e et S emaremeny of TeSce ol scsgernr
smesCTETNr for the peopie of DecmaTt & sow Ter 2 e
of kxeginy as. 1 feef mex 2t zow o= Cox e mifcest
Beowry Geonpems of Demmart w3 2ot © op Tone e
e = de o w e graey R oo of ST corery
5 Hes e govermew =y e ed S ar ' =e o=d of
S ek Sa kade v cumgle= sus! s afecmy :
Smme ok W e b soinfiemed cooRs & e
wee

L= we wpy st toe oaoress of orifcxsd Teroroe 2o 2 wihcie
e = prmerme? o fe e of 2ae-Tors X lose S aee
D e dsrEmgEmenT Znd SYCeTwmes despelnr Rr e
e of The people of GiE aErmes Pesmnes Shmes 2
=t 9 e 2= Thev Zmwerr ’e:mz:&mﬁnzciiﬁsgsi:
2l ==ms verr Gark. 3 The end o e devesrme wre
T v= o el v ervesinokior oes of vy Tl
5 Ot of o veass o TRprsrrdenee srow 2t Sesea-
R sErEes zod sy @ar e wre? kaf ewndree?
Ir === cew mmaprs = e o veEoE oier F Oxdissrom
T2 D =hal ¥ mew Ze fess e o e
fosemred by mest & e pyvemmreTss o T oo beaes
e W = fe Tammed Sam He sowrore of S v
werdE et me=x Be poiT Tae =wwotpis weme 2 oSt zEC
resmclee pesce: e endur o conmremr mpesssiien s
sphocEoer of TF ek by 2k e S ool o T
b= S moete e 3 srwel Beceess cecpuess
@ zhaliome of B =atmery of v 2w S enfEr o
secoer GpiowrarT. deme of e S Leve TmE W e
Evez B mromwre o e ormrace® s desocsaey,
o T ef-esrmnar o Tenies. Tes oo Seer cepree
Copee: ==7 Iove aareess? 1 same oocss. b ao-
EmmeT, SESCamp e S TONE SIS JOWeS LU kel
Fovermmeess based zermemiv oo e CoEwmE ®H e



118 LAND AND FREEDOM

governed. But whatever the form of government may be,
we are told that the masses of the people in nearly every
European country are poorer and more unhappy than they
were before the war.

This faet proves one thing at least, and that is that the
form of government—a thing which men greatly strove for—
is not so important after all. Indeed I believe that men will
modify their regard to partieular forms of government and
political institutions generally, as they grasp the faet that
government, after all, is not an end that men should strive
for, but a means. In America this year we are celebrating
the 150th anniversary of the promulgation of the Declara-
tion of Independenece, and I ean think of no better state-
ment of the true funetion of Government than that written
by Thomas Jefferson into that elassie document: that just
government, resting upon the consent of the governed,
exists to establish and maintain the natural rights of men,
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. But we have
now come to perceive that soeial injustice, founded upon
special privileges to the few, may exist under demoeratic
forms as mueh as under those forms where the powers of
government are less dependent upon the popular will. We
have discovered that political freedom and democracy is not
enough, and that without economic freedom no other free-
dom can be signifieant or lasting. I believe there is more
than the wisdom of the cynic in the epigram of Pope:

“For forms of government let fools contest,
Whate'er is best administered is best."”

We are not greatly concerned, therefore, with the form
in which government expresses itself. We are concerned
with its effeets upon the people governed. The great work
before us is the work of education——of enlightening the
minds of men so that they may exereise political power
intelligently and righteously. Over and over again Henry
George pointed to the fact that the power to bring about
social and political reforms rests with the masses of men
in every eountry. If the masses of men are vietims of social
injustiee sanctioned by law, they have the power to force
their rulers to alter the law. This task should be easiest
of course, in countries like Denmark with democratic politi-
cal institutions, where government usually reflects the popu-
lar will; but even in those countries where the absolutism
of a military dietator is now for the time being the law of
the land, no popular demand for social justice can long be
denied. When peoples, therefore, eontinue to suffer and
submit to injustiee it is generally beeause ignorance or
shortsighted selfishness blinds them to their true politieal
interests. It is our great aim to lead men to see the truth
that will set them free.

But we must be more than idealists; we must be praetieal
reformers. For, as the power to retard as well as to advanee
social justice is also with the masses of men in every land,
we who would lead the wa Y to eeonomie emaneipation may
not travel any farther or faster than the minds of men
will go with us.

Henry George, philosopher and statesman that he was,
realized how slow are the proeesses through whieh eeconomie
truth finds ultimate acceptance in the world, when it is
opposed not only by powerful privileged classes but must
also struggle against the indifferenee, perversity, and stu-
pidity of those who suffer most greatly from unjust laws.
So he warned the impatient among us in these words:

“Social reform is not to be secured by noise and
shouting, by complaints and denunciations, by the
_ formation of parties, or the making of revolutions; but
by the awakening of thought and the progress of ideas.

Until there be eorrect thought there eannot be right

aetion; and when there is correct thought, right aetion

will follow.”

Our great teacher not only eclearly delineated the soeial
ills which in every land flow from the monopoly by a few
of the natural resources which are rightfully the inheritanee
of all, but he showed the simple and practical road that
statesmanship may follow to redress the errors of the past.
This way is through the Taxation of Land Values and Free
Trade, for the promotion of which this Conferenee has been
assembled.

We propose no sudden and revolutionary program, ir-
reconeilable with the prevailing governmental maehinery
for raising public revenue. We are familiar enough with
history and with human psychology to know that enduring
soeial and political reforms are effeeted by evolutionary
processes, and only as men’s minds are brought to appre-
hend the meaning and direetion of the forward steps they
are asked to take. We favor no short cut to the Promised
Land, because as practical men we know there isn’t any.
We realize that we have a eonsiderable distance to go, and
we know we cannot take the last step first. And we know,
also, from experienee, that the distance we eover may not
be so important as the direetion in which we are going.
If the direction is right, every step forward will make it
easier to take the next step, and the next, until the end that
we seek is reached.

We propose then, as a first step, that every government
should employ the taxing power so as to take from land-
owners through annual contributions to the public revenues,
some part of those values which may attach to land by
reason of the competition for its use made neeessary by
the growth and aetivities of the eommunity. And we pro-
pose that, gradually, the taxes imposed upon land values
be inereased, as public opinion may approve and govern-
mental needs may require, until substantially the entire
eeonomic rent of land, a product of soeiety, is absorbed for
social needs and purposes. Thus proeeeding along lines of
least resistance, and aeeording with preceptions of politieal
expediency as well as justice, we plan ultimately thus to
reecover and establish for all mankind their common and
equal rights to the use of the earth. In reaching this end
we would take from no man that which he has created,
but would take only the common property for common
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uses. Incidentally, it is our purpose, as fast as Governments
are educated to resort to socially created land values as the
convenient and proper source of public revenues, that one
by one all other taxes now imposed that interfere with the
freedom of production and exchange, be remitted or abol-
ished. This is what we mean by Free Trade. We would
gradually wipe out every tax, tariff or impost at home or
abroad that hampers the freedom of men to work and
exchange the products of their labor.

We believe that free commerce between the peoples of
the earth would be the greatest civilising influence that the
world could know. As it would mean the free exchange of
goods for goods, of services for services, it would serve in-
creasingly to promote those friendly human contacts and
understandings that lead to an ultimate appreciation of the
essential kinship of all mankind. Untaxed and unrestricted
trade would put an end to the isolation or the self-sufficiency
of any nation.. It would in time bring into being a league
of peoples, more potent for peace than any league of political
governments could be. It would build the straight road to
the disarmament of nations by first disarming the minds
of their people of the fears, suspicions and antipathies that
now naturally grow out of the selfish national policies that
seek to benefit one people by inflicting injury upon another.

Finally, we propose to end the curse of war, with all its
barbarities and brutalities, and its grievous burdens upon
the backs of the workers of the world, by asking nations to
recognise and remove the true causes of international con-
tention and strife. These have their roots not alone in hos-
tile tariffs and the struggle for markets, but in that economic
imperialism which exploits the natural resources of distant
and undeveloped lands for the enrichment of favoured
groups of capitalists at home.

In the promise of world peace heralded to the world from
Locarno last October, and still unratified, we are unable to
see more than a gesture of worthy intention and goodwill.
But surely goodwill is not enough, when the conditions that
make for illwill still remain. These conditions, as I have
endeavoured to make plain, are economic in their character,
and until they are finally removed the menace of new wars
will remain with the world.

We are grateful to those men of energy and vision in
Denmark and in Great Britain who have brought us to-
gether here to discuss these matters of vital interest to
civilized life everywhere in the world. And let me in closing
express the hope that as this gathering is the natural and
logical successor of the significant Conference held at Oxford
three years ago, may this Conference lead to many an-
other with similar outlook and aims. Let us spread the
light. The truth that Henry George sought to make plain
is for all nations and all generations of men. Let us then see
to it that before this Conference adjourns and its members
scatter to their homesin distant lands, we devise some means
and ways to perpetuate our work. Let us form at least the
nucleus of an international organization, through which we

may enlist the interest and co-operation of lovers of econo-
mic justice in every civilized land. The noble idea of a
League of Free Nations that was to banish war for ever and
bring peace and contentment to a distracted world appears
to have failed. To me it seems chiefly to have failed because
it has dealt with politics rather than economics; because the
statesmen who control the League would doctor symptoms
rather than a disease. They continue to deal with the super-
ficialities of international relations, while leaving untouched
those evil economic realities that arise from greed, selfish-
ness or stupidity, and from which flow the miseries, anti-
pathies and fears which engender the spirit of war.

Let us then, before we leave Denmark consider the pro-
ject of bringing into being a new sort of league—a league
to promote the establishment of economic freedom and
justice for the peoples of the whole world. To a committee
of the Conference might well be delegated the task of mak-
ing a preliminary draft of the convenant or constitution of
such a league. In every civilised land are to be found fol-
lowers of Henry George, men and women who have had
the vision of a better day for all humanity. In every land
are people who not only see the goal at which we aim, but
who understand the simple practical political steps through
which our end is to be attained. Let us seek out these com-
rades in the cause, whatever their race or homeland may be,
and in the spirit which Henry George invoked, of the
Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of all men, let us
summon them to join us in the noble enterprise of bringing
to the people of a troubled world our plan of establishing
peace, justice and prosperity by setting the whole world free

Land Values Taxation
In Practice

PAPER READ BY FREDERIC CLEUBUSCHER, AT
THE COPENHAGEN CONFERENCE

HAT land value taxation in practice in New York City

and its vicinity is efficient in respect of substantial
accuracy of the assessment of values as well as in collecting
a greater amount of public revenue than is elsewhere col-
lected in any similar area in the world from the same
source, was sufficiently made evident, I believe, by the
paper of Mr. Lawson Purdy, which I had the honor to read
to the Conference a few days ago. This success is due, in
a large measure, to the fact that under the American system
the land tax when once levied becomes a lien 2z rem (that is
against the particular parcel of land) and not in personam
(that is against the owner or lessee). The city authorities
are, therefore, not at all concerned with the identity of the
persons interested in the ownership of the land which is
held to pay the tax. Every lot of land is shown on official
maps and has a tax number. If the tax is not paid within
30 days after it becomes due, interest at the rate of 79
per annum begins to run thereon. It may remain unpaid



