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Land Value Taxation in Canada

By HERBERT T. OWENS

I.N RESPONSE to o demaad for infonmstion
w5 to the scope of hand vilue taxation in Can-
ada, this wsticle shows the extent of Cacada's
adoption of this principle. Broadly, from On-
taria to the Atlantic it is the peactise to lax
Iand and improverments alike, The total or par-
tial exemption of unprovements is not practised
until the western provinces come ander review.
Region by region the situation follows:

.. Maritime Provinees

C(Mova Seotin, New Brunswick and Prince
Edward Island)

The Maritimes do not assess land and im-
provements separately in their published statis-
tics, These ate lumped together as teal property.
and the combined total 15 taxed fac municipal
services.

[n this province t]m practise iy similar, with
ihe exception that in Greater Montres] land and
improvement values are sepaosted, Montreal
and is envicons, however, comprise the bulk
of Quebec's land values, so that the assessment
situation here is better than in the Maritimes.

Ontario

In a swrvey from the east coast to the west
this is the first province where provincewide
nssessment figuses for land and improvements
can be had, The econamic rent taken for mu-
nicipal purposes is therefore ascertainable, Cit-
curn 1920, the assessment act was amended to
provide that, where local option polls so de-
cided, municipal councils were bound 1o tax
land values and to grant total or partial exemp-
tivn of improvements, abd sevesal towns took
advantage of the opportonity. After 4 brief
span of power (1920-23) the sponsoring gov-
craunent fefl, and its successor repealed the re-
form, and its reinstatement has not so far been

Tidvocated by any q’;litica] party.
Manitoba

Laod and improvements are separately as-
sessed and taxed, and here, for the first time,
there is a province-wide exemption of one-thied
of the assessed value of buildings. Another new
principle appears here in that farm homes and
Luiidings are entirely exempt from taxation,
which pracilse Das obmined since 1894 1a
some cases new homes and iadustries are spe-
cifically exempted from taxation for a definite
period, usually fve pears, but this latter is a
concession mainly to induce the iding of
housing, The Hudson Bay's port of Chucchill
was acquited from private owners by the Do-
minion government some years ago, and land
teaure there is on a rental basis,

Saskatchewan

Here also farm improvements are not taxed,
i practise that has prevailed since the setting
up of the province in 1903, and possibly eadi-
er. Revenue for rural municipalities comes from
a tax on the value of laod only, providing that
the land is vsed for icnltnrar purposes. In
urhan municipalities, where the population does
not exceed 15,000, the law cequires assessment

of buildings at 60 per cent of their fair value,
la cities of aver 15,000, it is optional whether
or not they use the 60 per cent. All cities in
this class, with ong exception, exempt buildings
40 per cent, The exception, Regina, the capital,
exermnpls improvements 70 pec cent, The pressat
Cooperative Commonwealth Faderation (Social-
ist) governmeot has withdrawn all Crown
(public) lands from disposition by sale or
homestead entey, and such lands may now be
disposed of hy lease only, Teoure of leases is
for & peciod of 33 years, and leases may be
renewed. The lessce may bequeath his interest
in the same maoner as if he held ¢ title, Im-
[rovements beiong to the lessee, and apon ex-
pity of the fease be may either sell them pri-
vately or turn them over to the province at an
appraised valuation. Reatals are payable on a
share-crop basis, but are not exacted in any
year of a crop failure. Vetcrans of the last war
can lease land with option of purchase after
the lease has been in force ren years.
Alberin

From its inception, Alberta has exempted
“from assessment and taxation” Farn buildings
and other farm improvements on farm lands.
In the case of towns and villages, Jand sad im-
provements ace required o be assessed af their
[air actual value, but towns or villages have the
tight each yeas to decide whether “the whole
or a percentage of the faic actual value of the
buildings and improvements on land shall be
exemnpt from sssessment and taxation." Under
this provision, fonr vi including the ag-
gressive and well-publicized Milk River, not

*It was not the single tax that failed™
(in Canada), wrote Herbert T. Owens of
Ottawa, world traveler, lecturer and
writer, “The tax did have the effect of
expediting the return lo sanity after one
of the most frenziod orgies of specula.
tion that ever struck this continent,”

far Erom the boundasy of Montana—now ex-
cipt improvements {00 per cent. Each of the
seven cities of Alberta operates under 4 separate
charter, Exemptions of improvements in these
range from 20 to 30 per cent. The two latgest
cities tax improvements {1946) as fullows:
Calgary, 50 per cent on all improvements; Bd-
mobton, 50 per cent on homes and 60 per cent
on commercial buildings. For some years Alber-
tx levied a provincial tax of 2 mills on land
values, which levy was rdised to 3 mills in 1936;
The proceeds were used for the provision of
medical services, motbers’ allowances, ere. It
yielded about 11} millions annually; but was
abolished by the Social Cradit government in
1947, Veterans may obtain farms of 320 acres
free for the Hest three years, and one-third crop
share for the next seven years, when full title
i procaeable. Certain other Crown lands may
be had oo a lease basis—ciop-shute pryment
over & perioid of ten years,
British Columbia

Far practicatly balf a century. the law has
peemitted focal option in the matter of the
total or partial exemption of improvements,
The teend, however, has been awny from the
total exemption of improvenents. In 1914, 40
municipalities, including Vancouver, exempted
improvetaents 100 per cent; in 1932 this cate-
gory had declined to 13; while by 1946 the
number had dwindled to 3. In 1914, 17 mu.
aicpalitics exempred improvernents 50 per
cemt; in 1932 chis group rose to 44, including
Vancouver; and in 1946 there were 64 mu.
nicipalities taxing improvements 50 per cent.
Ir 1946, 20 municipalities exempted imptove.
ments from 60 to 90 per cent, so giving them
i berter break than the prevaiting 50 per cent;
but & municipalities, including Victora, the
capital, exempted improvements less than 30
per cent. New Westminster bad consistently
exempted ir::‘pmvcmcnts (alf fruit trees situated
on farm [and are exempt) and farm homes and
buildiags in British Columbia ure exempted to
the exteat of £1,400; assessed value above that
figure Frs the locally-prevalent rate. In unor-
ganizea districts, farm improvements are to-
tally exempted; there is, however, 1 school tax
on 100 per cent of land assessment and 75 per
cent assessment of improvements. Residential
proTerty is taxed 1 ver ¢ent on 100 per cent
of daad and improvements. At the moment,
due to varions pressuces, the situation in this

rovince is fuid. A royal commission of late

s recommended that taxation of improvements
should be uniform and be raised to 75 per cent,
What the outcome of this retzograde proposal
will be remains to be seen.

Conelusion: The foregoing factual resume
sets forth a situation that in several respects is
unique on this continent. In an area larger than
France, Spain, Sweden and pre-war Germany,
not a farm home or farm improvement is taxed,
and the principle of total or partial exemption

vomeene (Continned or Page Thrae, Col, Threv)
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A Woi'd
With You

By Ropear Crancy

After reading abour the exasper-
aling events on thix planet of ours
~events that make the planct seem
far from being “ours"—we burn
from the newspapers in disgust and
wish we could escape to the moon
for 8 while—just a little while . . .

But hold! It saps here that two
forward-looking Pennsylvanizns
have filed 2 claim with the Land
Office for ownership of the moon.
So it wouldat be such an escape,
after alt!

In a sympathetic reply to the
would-be moon harans, the Land
Office maintmine:d that the United
States didd not have jurisdiction over
the moon and ceuld not therefare
ratify the claim. The reply noted,
however, that teavel to the moon
is not so remote 4 passibility as to
make the claim fantastic. ¥ pro-
ﬁoscd that when, a5 and if the

Inited States annexed the moon, it
would set up a land office there, and
then the claims could be filed,

This is a dark prospect. We al.
ways thought of the moon ns the
common property of dreamets, lov-
ers and poets—which all of us are
ik times. That bright spet in the
sy, at least, could nat be filehed
from ws. A rude awakening! The
Man o the Moon will be given into
slavery, battered, gambled with, His
left eye will belong to the Cater
Beryllium Company, his smile o
the Lurar Moiybdenum Associa-
tion, .

The earth is much bigger than
het satellite, and when you're on
the moon you get a wonderful view
of the mother planet. Can we ho
that such a view will shock the
lunar settlers—and the Land Office
~-into realizing that the great
globe has been parcetled ant to (or
seized by) a small percentage of jts
inhabitants? And that even this
small percentage has divided itself
into opposing camps contestiog who
shall control what?

Alas, even though we're still short
of space travel, we have made no
less startling steides with our inven.
tions without coming closer to so-
cial sanity. Will o Junar teip, then,
onre our lunacy?

Stili, it is comfosting to speculate
that when we have advanced enough
to be cruising around in space, we
should also have advanced enough
to preveat the choice spots in tfn.-
universe from being appropriated
and cxploited by a piratical, tyran.
nical minority.

VIEWS OF THE NEWS

BYDNEY MA

The phenomenal popular suecess of the so-called Kinsey Report
suggests the possibility of a similar scientific tzatise on a quite dissimilar
subject. The title might weli be Eronomiz Mishebavior i the Humsan
S peciar,

Representative Gowe of Tennessee desciibes Congressional action
0n the 1948 tax bill as “the enjoyeble Juxury of voting For tax reduc
tion,” We are glad the Cun{;r:sxm.m was pleased, but we believe even
mare eojoyable will be the “luxury” of joe Taxpaper when a less excru-
ciating bite is taken from his wages.

An artticle in The American City magazing details @ Peravisn plan
for public and private eoterprise to cocperate in dwelling development,
through a National Housing Cotporation, which, to avoid large cash
outlys to buy land, may lease it from landowners at modemate (sic)
rentals. We can think of betier words to describe vnearncd private rent
collection than “enterprise.

As 2 result of the bopositica of a 15 per ceat fax on gross Alm
renfals, reposts The Filen Daily, the supply of American motien pictures
has been cut off in British Guiana. Has Greut Britain 50 soon forgotten
the recent dire effects of a similar leey ia the United Kingdom—and
how quickly it had 10 be repealed?

Sty
A New York Tines dispatch from Edinbusgh discloses that Scotiand
seems Freer and fess inhibited by the cestricrions of post-war austenty
than England. Perbaps this may be explained by a common remark the
writer repeats: that the “dead hand af bussanceacy”™ does not rest as
heavily upon the Scots as upon the English.

In recent years, 4 Society of Tndustrial Realtars survey shows, im-
provets of industrial properties have been botrowing needed funds from
ig insurance companses. A comment by E. M. Boerke, the society's mart-
gige fioance committee chairmaa, is rcwalinf: "High income tax_rafes
discourage the purchase of stocks by normal iovestors and this forces
more and mote indestries to rely on debt financing for expansion pro-
Lrams.

To avoid paying exorbitaot rent for land on which it had built a
16-story hotel, a Cleveland firms had to buy the laod for over twice its
value. Holding that the excess in the purchase price was actually a con
sideration paid to escape n bhurdensome rental obligation, the Unijted
States Cirenit Court of Appeals tlul the overpayment to be deductible
income for tax purposes—ihus secognizing that the privilege inherent
in private land monopoly involves not rent or land value, bat pure
Appropriation.

The new British budget, despite 2 general casing of certain imposts,
aums at a surplus of 3!.2?6.00!),0%‘0, due mainly (wge quute Sir Stafford
Cripps) to Americas aid under the Buropean Recovery Program, ied
American taxes. Have we sobdued our historic credn concerning tasation
withour ugremtation-—-or do we get a few seats in Pacliament for
our money

A noted novelist ochocs 4 truth pointed out hy Henry George 69
years ago. Writes John Steinbeck in his new novelette, The Pearl: "1t is
said that humans are never satisfied, that you give thein one thing and
they wanr something more  And this is said in disparagement, whereas it
is one of the greatest talents the species has and one that has made it
superior to animals that are salished with what they have.”

Another Marshall Plao must be ready by 1952, or the beneficiary
rations will have to reduce their parchases of American goods drastically
below the pre-war Jevel—so reports the United Nations Economic Com-
mission for Burope. Imagine telling the corner grocer: “If you don't give
me the maney to use, I won't buy any more prececies from you!”

A new and sharp-toothed law requires all employers of Pittshurgh
tesidents, whether Jocated in or out of the cry, to deduct from wager
paid ¢ §5 per capits rax for schools. The local Post-Gazette reports that
the city is now studying the problem af how o collect the tax from
the unemployed,

ComingEvents

Come all ymu New Yorkers
{friends from 47 other states wel-
comre, too!) fo the Heary Geor,
School banquee. It will be held
Wednesday, June 23, 6:30 p. m., at
the Aldine Club, 200 Fifth Avenue,
on Madison ri. Qur honosed

ngsts at this occasion will be Haery

snnison Brown, Professor of Bico-
nomics at Umiversity of Missouri
and Hepry L. T. Tideman, Dean of
the Henry Genégc School at Chi-
czgo. Rev. W, Wylle Young will be
chairman and there will also be stu-
dent speskers and entertinment,
AH this and d dinner for
$4.00. In these ff; of inflation,
it's @ bargain! Don't miss it.

Mack this on your calendar, loo:
The Anoual Conference of the
Henty Gearge School will by keld
in Chicago again this yenr on July
23 24 and 25, Meetings and din-
ners will be in the ais-conditiongd
Sheraton  Hotel, 505  Michigan
Aveoue, one of Chicage’s bhest.
Visiting delegates will aise be ae-
commodated at the Sheraton. The
canfesence this year is bound to be
interesting  and  stimulating.  The
past year has been 2 feuiful one
For all the Heory George Scheals,
and mast of the extensions wili, be
represcated. Other Georgist lead.
ers will be billed, too. Look for
further details in the June Menry
George News.~—R, C

What We Stand For

We hold that afl men should
have equal necess to the natural re.
sourcex of the earth on which and
from which all men must live; and
that all men aee entitled to own and

enjoy or exchange the fruits of theit
own labor.

To this end we advocate that alb
taxes on the fraits of fabor and all
restrictions on trade be abolished :
and that in place of thess taxes, the
full rental value of land be taxed
for public use,

With the rental value of land
publicly collectedl, all men wifl have
access to land aod natural cesources
on the same terms: and with taxes
sbolished, all men will be able to
enjoy the full fruits of their labor,

IS0 TR S b bt

Nexr MonTH:

HOUSING and LAND
BY
Hiram B, Loowis
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PAcE THREE

Is Economic Freedom Possible

With

High Prices for Land?

By JOHN C. LINCOLN

CONOMIC FREEDOM for an cmployee

meins the freedom to work for whom he
wilk as long ss e wanrs to, and the freedom
13 join with others to strike if he wishes, This
measere of freedom exists in capitalistic coan-
tries such as the United States, but is denied
in toralitarian countties such as Russia, The
sceret police in the UL 8. 5. R, make strikes
impossible, and make it difficalt—if not impos.
sible—to change bosses and places of employ-
menL,

In addition to denying economic freedom,
the sccret police make political, religious, and
petsonal freedom out of the question. The
struggle to establish personal, religious, and
palitical freedom in the capitalistic countries of
the world was # Jong one and should never be
lost.

Lconomic freedom makes it possible for one
ta q*]git \lvorkirln %:g}any one and to start work-
ing foc himself, When o starts working
f o}f himself, Le is ucanumm free only if he
is allowed to keep what he produces for him-
sclf and is not compelled to give someone else
a lacge pert of what he produces for the privi-
lege of keeping the rest,

The faws in capitalistic countries deny eco-
nomic freedom to the extent that it makes it
necessaty for one who works for himself to suc.
tender to samecne el up to half of what he
produces for the privilege of producing any-
this& Let us see how this happens.

en o person works for himself, the most
inportant things he works for are food, cloth-
ing, and shelter, To produce these necessitica of
lite, he has to use lund, The prevalent high
prices of land make it possible for the land-
ownet to aske-and to get—from the person
who wishes to work for himself about balf of
whn‘lr hie produces for the privilege of using the
Tand,

It is clear that the laws in capitulistic coun-
tries that make passible high land den
ecpnomic fresdom to the individual ro this
extent, The question agises, why do we have
high land prices? This is being written in
Phoenix, Auzona, and what has happened here
in the past six years, and what has Eap to
lund prices in Los les, California d
the same time is an illustzation of bow lan
prices have gisen. In Phoenix duting the last
six years, the population has practically doubled.
Tveryone kaows that doubling the population is
the reason for land values being mose than
doubled in value what they were worth six
years ago.

Let us suppase that land values in Phboenix
are $100 million more now than they were six
years ago, due to the inceease of 100,000 in the
Bopul:tic-n. Then cach peson coming into

hoenix in the past six years has inc ! land

$5 million. This means that the landownors
in Phuenix are sble to churge and get §5 mil-
liow a year more {or theic land than they were
befase the 100,000 extaa tion asrived,

The city of Phoenix derives only o amall pant
of its jncome {rom ax on land valzes, Let us
suppose this is 10 per cent On the §5 mullion
per year that the [sndowners get due to the
ncreased alation, the city collects $300,000
and leaves $4% million in the pockets of the
landowners. This raise of $100 million in the
land values of Phoenix makes it possible for the
landowners to get & larger proportion of what
the land user produces fot the use of the land.
Is it not evident that what the commuaity pro-
duces belongs to the community and be
collscted for commaunity ses? It is due to
the fact that for the United States as a whole
the community collects oaly about 10 per ¢eat
of the amount produced by the community and
atiows the rest 1o be collected by the -
wes, that the landowners are able to collect such
a large proportion of what the land user pro-
duces for the use of the land.

ience has shown that for the use of
agricultueal land, the landownct is abie to get
t half of what the land renter produces
for its use. It is hard to trace the amount paid
by the land user to the [andowner for city land.
We all koow that the amount paid per acre for
use of city land may be thousands of times the
amoust paid for agricultural land per acre. On
the assumptioa that the city land user pays no
more in meurdoo to the city landowner than
the country land user pays to the country land-
owner, the amount paid for the use of Jand is
of the order of $100 billion per year, o half the
income of the country as a whole.

Is it not clear that the goneral level of wages
is controlled by what & man can keep whea he
works for himself ? In general, no one is going
to work For a boss if he can make more by
working for himself,

Agelculture is the most fundumental industey,
for it produces all of the food, and most of the
clothing, that mapkind has to have, Therefore,
what 3 man can keep if he is a tenant farmer
determines the gencral level of wages in all in-
dustries as well as in ggricultare.

What a tenant is able to keep after he has
paid the landowner [or the use of the land is
the renant farmer’s wages, We have seen above
that the high pricc of land enables the land-
awaer to coliect about half of what the tenant
fagmes produces for the nse of the land; there-
fore, the high price of land cuts the tenaat
farmer's wages in two, Is there any e from
the conclusion that the high price of land cuts
all wages in twa?

This is another way of saying that if the

values by $1,000, Now this §100 million has
not gone to the 100,000 increase of popalation
that produced it, but to the landowners who
bad the land before the 100,000 came, In other
words, landowners in Phoenix are better off by
$100 million that they did not produce. If
ardinuy intecest rates ave 5 per cent, an increase
of $1,000 in land values in s piece of land is
cqaivalent to e increase of 330 per year in a
rental value. Five per cent of $100 million is

¢ ity collected all of the mm:::r
ceeated ground rent, wuges in general d
be twice what they are now. From what has
been written, it may be tho;:,ght that the writec
is opposed to the system of private ownershi

of Ifnd Such a conclusion wgld be a m.istakg
for be is convinced that the system of privare
owneiship of land is the best way to assuze the
continuous, exclusive and private possession of
land, which is necessary for its best use, If the
community would collect, siy, 95 per cent of

the compmaity-created grouad rent instesd of
sbout 10 per cent, as it dows at preseat, sub-
stantial justice would be doae, The tenant
farmer's wages would be about doubled—all
wages in genenal would be about doubled-—and
any demand for the raticnalization of fand
woald be avoided. )

Since the close of Workd War 11, there have
been many millions of babiss barn in the
Usietd States, Nove of these babies came into
the world as landowness. They are all land
users, for oaly from land can be produced the
foad, clothing, and shelfer they must have if
they are to live. The presence of these millions
of babies has increased the demand for land,
and thereby enables the lwndowners ro chacge
the Jand users su increased prapociion of lus

roduct for the uss of the laad, No one, as a
downer, produces wealth. There was 4 time
when some millions of dollars per year went
to the Schenleys from land they owned in Pitts-
burgh. So far as I know, the Schealeys never
lived in the United States, Seventy-five yeacs
ago, most of the land of England was owned
by the adstocracy, sad they were very rarely
land users. In many cases, landowneres hold land
out of use, thereby decreasing directly the num-
ber of jobs avnilable; For we must not forget
that wealth-producing swployment consists in
pmd:n:inf wealtl: from land or its products.
 We all recognize that land is just as much of
A .uﬁih from the Creator to mankind as air is,
apd that therefore land is common property
and everyone has o right to his share of it as
he has o zight to his share of the air. The laws
of all capitalistic countries which permit a small
propartion of the people—the landownsars—to
collect most of the ground reat produced by the
whale community, enable the landownets to
collect as rouch 8 balf of what the iand users
produce. These laws are unjust and produce
unemployment, poverty, depressions, and an
unjust disteibution of wealth. These laws deny
economic freedom to probably 90 pec cent of
the people in the United Stares. The Commu-
nists are pointing cut so clearly as never before,
the Jefects of the cagimlia\{ic system, and it
is quite possible that if these defects are not
cuged, they may win the argument; wad if they
do ,we will enter @ second Eiu}: Ages.

Land Value Taxation in Canada
{Continned from Fage One)
of improvements operates extensively in all foue
of the western provinces. There is much uneco
nomic taxation, such as sales wxes and the
like, i 1 in Canada on all levels; but the
Royal Commission on Dominion-Provincial re-
ltions reposted in 1940 that oo provincial and
federal levels there is a revenue from national
domain, and it estimated that yield in 1937, its
datum year, at 23 millions, of which 21 millions
was provincial. This cevenue comes fram tim-
ber leases and dues, fishing, hunting and min-
ing licenses, national parks concessions, and so
on; but it is not land value taxation. Whenever
the Hime is ripe politically for more révenue to
derived from a tax on land values, apart
from the Macitimes, assessment in Canadi is
all set to operate on any level on the Jand value
tuxation ?d.r.u‘ipic.

Acknowledgements for infurmation supplied are
due (o T. H. Freeman, Chaieman, Assessment Come
mission, Saskatchewun; J. A, Arnot, Superintendent
of Lunds, Saskatchewan; W. T. Fidler, Secretary,
Munituba A G ission; Bon, C. H, .
hart, Minister of Municipal Afairs, Alberta; Hon.
Soloa E. Low, M. P., former Treasurer of Albesta;
. H. Lowther, Director, Public Finance Division,
{)wnlmon Bureau of Stutistics; and Linn A, Gule,
President of the Henry George Club, Victoria, B, C.
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Prize -Winning Letier
Dear Mr. Arzen,
This is a letter oo the sobist “How #he

“It's Coming—It’s Bound to Cox

' tive, and that money cou'd be spent to better Chie

Herry Geotge News Can Help the Graduoates.”

U the “News” would give us some ideas as to
fow the land value tex is to be distributed be-
wween loeal, riste, sod fedvral guvernments and
which is to do the collecting for all three (four
or mote in the cese of cities), it would help us
srodustes more then anything | know, espedially
in meking our cxse in debstes and atguments
with “non-believess.” )

Whenever this is brought up, you suy that it
is tog w:l[y to discuss this as we are not Dear 1o
aur goal, Is it really too eardy 7 How is it done in
weher countries?

Yours truly,
(Signed) Oomn Scxorr

Jersepville, 11, )

Mr, Schall i the fost te win a year's sab-
fsevipiion to the Hewey Gesrge News in this
comtest, and we are indebiad to bim for as ex-
cellent idea ushich sve bope fo pub imto praciive
Jeoir,

Los Angeles

The dramatic story of the printing of Progress
and Poveriy was enacted over Station KLAC
April 3rd. The prog-ram was the “American
Storpbook,” presented by the Los Angeles Rec
reation and Pack Departmeant. .

The story opened with Hency George locking
through a pile of rejection letters. Suddenly he
came- goross @ letter from Appleton in which
they agreed to publish his book provided the
author furnished the plates. However, he had
no money at all with which to buy the neces-
saty metal, so he wrote to his friends aad of-
fered to sell them 2 copy of the book in ad-
vance. They had faith 1o him and his ideals,
and rallied to his support. Not only this, lant
one friend offered the use of his print shop
after howrs, and others helped him set type
and read proof in the evening. Thus the pﬁ-
Jication of his greal book weas made possible.

The broadcast was appropriately titled “The
Print of Friendship.” ‘I%i:mﬂrch for the pro-

tam was done in the libraey at Los Angeles
ﬁ{.‘ldqmrtem . .

Graduates aad friends in the Santa Monics
Bay and West Los Angeles area have been poete
ting on full stewn in their Community Activity
Program. Included in their plans are interesting
monthly discussion meetings to explote further
the ideas of Henty George and apply them to
current happenings, The Aptil meeting con-
sisted of a re-ensctiment of a debate between
Henry George, Jr. and other members of Con-

ress on the tarlff and land value tax. Plans are

ing made to oeganize Community Activity
Groups in other areas as soon as possible.
Newark

Weather-Rain,

Thus begins the report on a fourhour con-
ference, "Ikmny for Your Thoughts,” held at
headquarters on Sunday, April 11th. )

“We have built a better mouse trap,” said
the director, John Tetley, "but the world has
not beaten a path to our door. . . . A recent poll
taken by the American lostitute of Public Opin-
ion tevealed that 4L per rent of the adults in
the votiog population would like to attend
classes and take special courses for adults in
some school or coliege, Question is, how to
get them into the Henry George School.”

‘The purpose of this conference was, there-
fore, to form small discussion groups and think
w=think Aard—about how to get more students
and classes, The consensus of opinion was that
the mailing out of circulars to telephone and
rented lists was far (oo expensive and unproduc-

S T W R R, 8

advantage in advertising of z different type,

Among the supgestions were: to send “Eco-
nomic Guides” on 2 self-supperting basis, also
10 advertise in local newspapers am? trade jour-
aals and 10 try for publicity articles in teade
journals.

it was also thought that classes could be
formed as a cestlt of speakers appearing before
large industrial erganizations, civic clubs, veter-
ans’ organizasions, men's fellowships and broth-
echoods, church groups, iocal tagpayers clubs,
parent teacher groups. and cther women's clubs.
A great need was expressed for visnal educs-
vional aids such s motion pictures, film strips,
colored chasts and disgrams and booklets with a
popular appeal.

St. Louis

The following is typical of the kind of facts
Noah Alper uses to engage the interest of S
Louisans in the tax probiem:

News itere—Lor across from - Coronado
{Shezatan) Hote! soid for $115,000. Lot: 170
feet fronL on Lindell; 213 on Spring—25-fooc
cornar at Spring facing on Lindell assessed at
§500 a foot—next 23 feor at $450—anext 70.9
feet ot $409-—final 30 feet at $350—total §70,-
860. At $2.74 a hundred tax rate, tohal tux is
1,941.56. A hundred and Afteen thousand dol.
lars at 5 per ceat ie §5,750. This, plus tax, totals
$7,691.55~-the approximate lond or
rent. The tax takes 25,2 per cent of the total,
Might this suggest thit we collect some 25 per
cent of ous fand rent ia the city?

Ottawa

“Whoever he may be, and wherover he may
be placed, the man who thicks becomes a light
and a power.”

This th t wis appemaost when the Otta-
wa Saciety fnished cesearch into Socidl Prob.
tems. The realization was profound that “Power
is always in the bands of the masses of mun.
What oppresses the masses is their own ig-
norance, their own short-sighted selfishness.”

The conduding chapter of Heory George's
beok will ever remain = bulwark for thinki
men. We find theve the answer to the world's
every problem.

"As @ grand finale,” writes Ottawa's secre-
tary, Miss Marion Mioaker, "we are havi
Senator Roebuck speak to the class and frien
on the 21st. We will send you a resume Jater.

Toronto

From The Square Deal, March-April issue,
we learn that Ernest J, Farmer, Toronte's Di-
recter, in ::b addgess bcdf:tc the Speakers Fed.
cration in February, made a proj regarding
the much duam:{!l macgarine micm, which
wis both timely and direct.

"You are doubtless aware,” said Mr. Fazmer,
“that for yeacs the Canadian Government
his prohit?ﬂﬂw sale of oleomacgarine within
this country. This has been done with the object
of favoring the dairy industry, and peining the
votes of those interested in it. Now, the Gov.
cenment should praceed to build up an oleomar-
ganine industry and to that end should not only
zepeal the present restrictions on oleomargasine,
bat should for a term of yeurs forbid the sale
of any butter within the Dominion of Canada,
To allow time for adjustment, the prohibition
might come into effect one veac from the date
of enactment.”

B g . e S 'Y o .5 v

The Economists Bu;,a'f%?u in Apnl was the
largest in the school's history, requiting seven
busses to accommodate the 200 laboratory ob-
servers viewing life-size demonsirations of eco.
nemic principles, It was followed by sepper at
the Art Institute where Mrs. Henry ], West, an
artist, gave a chalk-Lik on “The Story of the
Savanpah,™

Selecting student spezkers for commenceinent
was 2 probiem to “stump the experts,” far it
became apparent at the class representatives
mecting that there was an abandance of talent,
Three-minute talks wers made by Mrs, Cather-
ine Van Deventer, Mzs. Bsteila Starks, Mis
Marion M. Pierce, George A. Betzelos and
Howard ], Elliott. Herman F. Mann, 1 facu.lg
member, spoke oo “The Constitution an
Henry George.”

When Mrs, James Mason, civie leader in Bev-
erly Hills, and advanced student in the school,
took up the gavel as commencement chairman,
that name was brought into prominence for the
second time in the month, Tt was publishers’
representative James Mason, who, a3 chairman,
guided the discussion at the April 15th Com-
merce and Industry Luncheon aad gave on ene
thusiastic recommendation of Henry George's
P-rr:;sﬂ."m or free Trvade, which he had just
read.

Klws 1. Hansen of Milwsukee, consulting
electrical engineer and inventor and graduate
of the Chicago school was the featured speaker
on April 14th, on the subject “Am I My Broth-
er's Keeper?” This was a candid appraisal of
the foreign policy of the United States with pac-
ticular reference to the Marshall plan and to
utilization of trade as a bulwark 10 peace,

Raymond M. Stanley, market analyst and
faculty member, two werks later, beought a
"Report from Western Europe,” at o luncheon
meeting. He has receatly retuened from France
and Belgium, where he spent five months ob-
sarving at first-hand, the cffects of the Europe-
an-aid recovery program.

Arnangements are under way for the Chicago-
land Conference May 23-30, to be held in the
Sheraton Hotel, which will also be headquat-
ters for the 1948 National Confagence of the
Heney George School to be held in July.

First Impressio:
By ROBERT

RRIVING in New York on April 14th 1

had to get some of the native sons to run
interfercnce for me in getting ncvoss the streats.
IUs no woader they built a town here, 1 thought,
the groond’s too hard to plow anyway. Foetu-
mately T found a room enly a hundred hlocks
from the school; and as soon as 1 had checked
in 1 started out, compass in hand, for Bast €9th
Street,

My fiest impression on visiting headqunrtecs
was that it buzees. It was opening night of the
s!pting teem and evesyone, instructors and stus
dents, seemed busily occupied. They appeared
to be working, not so much with people, as
with ideas. After classes, in the coffee shop and
in the halls, the students still talked shop: land
values, Jraus, philosophies, ete.

1 soon learned that no matter what the re-
sponse to a aew term was, the direcror and the
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IIB'---It’S the Answer” —JAMES F. DONNELLY

Philadelphia

When Joseph Stockman ardved in New
York he was asked, afrer a fow cursary greet-
ings, what happened to the News reporc this
moath; <0d whether anything dismatic or ex-
citing had happened.

His reply was, "What? In Philadelphia ?"

Toe himself provided a dramatic and thought-
ful evening by again revealing to o New Yoik
audisnce sometbing of the art of living as prac-
tised by the Chinese.

Think {?r a moment about “ihe wisdom of
appearing Foolish,” or “the success of appeariy;
t{f: fail,” or “the ability always to be vnenk—-&g
give and give, yielding to your adversary, as
Gandhi did.” I!fr you want something, don't
go after it . . if you wait Jong enough it will

come to you. The operative forces (providing -

you are deserving of it} will bring it to you.

Questions came in a vesitable tide and thess
wara dll et with the patience of eae who has
bicome like the mode! he has studied and loved
so long. Referting to Communism as presented
in one guestion, Mr, Stockman replisd, "There
ate 72 different sects—the Chincse say that not
any one hins all of the truth, but every one has
some of the truth, They take whal fts into
theiz schume of life and forget the rest, That
is what they will do with Communismn. Every
concgivable fom has been tried in China and
the philosophies of the ancient masters are still
opetative.” Ching, in the speaker’s opinion, is
more unified than America—{or there every-
thing Ius o reason, thete, nothing is perfect,
but there are no sharp comers, no tension—
they have time to wait,

We wore especially impressed by reminders
of the politeness of the Chinsse, and even more
impressed to find that it is completely uncon
sclous, having been instilled from earliest in-
tancy in the home, A bad child? Oh no, bad
patents.”

While obligation within be family, and a

strict pecspective of man’s relative uui:nscr:b
ance in the universe, tend to keep individuals
modest in their behavior, still you will find
them always indifferent to any mistakes made
by another in their company. "It might hurt
his ego. Better to ignore Jitde human frailties
and swon they will disappear.”

ns of New York

1. BENTON

instructots wete never satisfied, They all fm-
plied that it should have been greater. There
13 no complacency with the staff here, Anxiety
for betrer and bettec responses to the educa-
tionul program, and seif-criticism of theie Jnst
efforts, were very evident. 1 was surprised to
find that people who are doing such ﬁnnd wark
in such o great movement were so dissatished
with their own effocts, However, this is prob-
ably the oark of conscientious genius!

1 was glad to be invited to send greetings to
ny fellow workers through the pages of the
News, and T hope many more of you will visit
headquarters, for it is an interesting experience,
Now I am going into Mr. Donnelly’s Public
Speaking Class, where I understand he is organ.
izing his student speakers into committees for
the purpose of seiling the Henry George News
in the various clusses. Hope he dossn’t ask me

to make u speech.

Bostoxn

Ca March 20th the spriog teem began in
Bosten with 13 classes o Fandamental Eco-
nomics with over 300 students i3 attendsnee,
An advaceed covrse in “Practical Beonomics”
i3 being wught by John 8. Codman. Also on the
curriculum 1s @ course in Puinciples of Inter
national Trade by M. 8. Lucsio.

Saaford Parkas, Boston's Directoe, visited
Now Yock beadquarters in Apeil and tuzned in
some very impressive figurss on returns from
publicity in the fast teem. !

New York

Mr. and Mrs, George Hansen have 4 son
born March Z3th, whese name i Peter Mack,
Margarst Batinan, an hearing the baby’s name,
said, "Peter Matk 2—not Marx?

Mus, Hansen has been a litle toa gocupied to
reply to he “jousting critic” but she promises
to say samething in her own defense ot an early
date. Her adicle in Janoary “Who Gets the
Wational Tncome iz U. 8, A, brought crics of
“irattor” from a numbec of constibwents and
even drew fice 1a the [ndustrial Warker,

“The ssarch far the answer to our conditions
of today,” said Misy Emily Clszewski at New
York's Commencement, “starts when we first
step out ob our own. There a disillnsionin
process begins whea we can't reconcile the hi
standirds of our government as set dowa and
taught by ouc schools, with tha conditions as
they really are. This groping sukes us examine
ather principles, namely those of Communism,
Sociulism, and even Fuscism, In my search 1
becamme very interested in Communisiy, but
after spending theee aad a half years working
with the Russians, I began to realize thers was
something that prevented me from completel
sccepticg the dactrine. Then 1 was introduc
to Heary George and now I feel that my feet
are Hrinly on the ground.”

Miss Helen Vasiliou said, "George's phil-
osophy has been 2n eve.opener. He has giveo
me the answers to many and cleared
away o imd deal of confusion. His logic is
irrefutable. . .. Let's get fo work!

Heary Waadell of Jomathan Slater's class
pointed out four practical advantsges to be
gaived from the coanwe, 23 follows: He said
it helped o inform friends and acquaintances,
aud to clarify their questions. Also that it would
enable one lo distunguish between informed
atul uninformed speakers oo the cedio and else-
where. Further that at the close of such a course
one would not be misled by all and sundry who
think they have the secret of the inore abundant
life—nndd there are masy,

Among those on the program who spoke
with sincerity and zeal, wese: Mes, \’izfmln
Rowlond, Mrs. Haddie DBarclay, Gwendolyn
Brown, Darothy Frooks, Mis. Newman, Wii-
lism Bazlow, Donald G. Gill, Heary Perns,
Monpar Weissman, Victor J. Allan, Albert
Gafka, Paul M. OBsiea and Denais Crozin,

Ezta Cohen, trustee of the school, was the
only instructor called to the platform. He tucoad
the tables by exposing o the delighted stu-
Jents, something of the way the instructor feels
ar the outset of & new class,

""As the course opens,” he said, “some twen-
ty-five strangess sit in the classroom witiv pa-
pers in thew hands, and woodering, as they
look at the teacher, who that bald-headed mun
1 and what he's going to tell them,

“The instructor meanwhile js saying to him-
self, wonder swisit Per gaing fo pet ol of this
Banch.” L '

Further etching in the picture of the haed-
working teacher, he pointed out that if the
instructor doesa’t bold his class he docsn't get
anather one, and though teachers are rot paid,
still & weald break their hearts to be deprived
of this labor of love.

“You have about completed your first lap,”
his told the aradents. “You have s senall realiza-
tion of what is ig stoce for yow in the advanced
courses, Each one of these is a brand new ex-
pevience. You'll fnd that the next courss is
much mare exhilarating then this one was,
From this puint on, you're on your own. In the
Teachers” Troining you go through the same
things you've just been theough, but you do it
abjeciivelp-—yun sit down and try to conjure up
all the things that will he said by peaple coming
into the 2liss. The crowning experiencs is take
iag w cluss of vour own. That's sa experience
that youll never be able to duplicate, for it car-
ries you into a reaim of fulfilluient, - ..

“There's yet an additional thrill, becanse we
szt those whom we reach take classes of their
owa and tin out studeats of their own, The
only thing which keeps b from spreading out
i the shortage of reachers—but this is a very
slow and meticulous procsss, You've got to
knew your stuff! When you become identified
with this grovp you join ane of the most intels
iectunf, liberal and far-sighted . No mat-
ter what your profession is, it's going to help
you, Your friends, and cven your celatives, are
guiay to respect your opinions more—aot only
on Uids subject=~but on any subject—because
you featn o theok, You will become an indi-
vidual who can't be discegacded

“This,” be satd in closing, “is a world-wide
mevement—a young mevement, for the young
in heart and. the young o ideas,”

“I's temrific’ said Ed Pitzgerald to
Pegesn, “mote people ought lz‘gk'ww aboxﬂrci:.tx
specking of Progren and Poverty at breakfast
{over W]Z). "ﬁ)at's tay boak,' said his wife,
“fosent for i A week later the Fitzgeralds
again sefened to the school on theie program.

A new course which is attracting attention in
New Yord §s "Competition, Prices, Monopolies
coel Governmiat,” by Moeris D. Forkosch. This
i3 an examination of the undetlping assump-
tions of {ree ctanpetition and iis effect upon our
price-capitalistic economy. “Practical Wiiting,”
under the dirsction of Sydney Mayers taxed
capaaty of the classroom, while Public Speak-
ing, o Yhussdays under the leadership of Jares
I Dongelly, ss always entercaining, (Review
s practise session va Tuesdays.)

Geotge Royal, who has recently completed
Dr. Drowr's corespondence course, with hi
watks, is tenching a Cootinvation Course, He
thinks so wel of De. Henry Gunnison Brown's
course chat he sugpests w similar one in the
Heney George School. All 31 classes in Funda-
inerkal Econamics and International Trade and
Social Problems got under way with good at-
tendance.

We were sorey to hear of the dezth of Dr.
F. W. Romaw, founder and director of The
Raman Forum o California. e was o member
of the University of California board of fe.
peats, with degrees from Yale Univessity, the
University of Beclin, and tha Sorbonne,

Liis publication steadily advocated the prin-
ciples of Heary Geouge,

e
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The Teachers Talk Back

“Try not to cause yout
mother any trouble feday,”
saps Phil Grant to his
daughter as be takes off for
the office.

"1 think I could do it

better,” iml:»ﬂes Linda,
“for a dime”
"No,” roars Fhil, a

daughter of mine has got
m'ﬁhgood for ;mrbi#gg‘

Because, cuoth Phillip
Graat av the April Fsoulty Meeting, "I'm a
goud ;mmuiéfﬂlg teacher,”

New Yodk's faculty mectings, which are be-
coming steadily more interesting and helpful,
bring te light many provecative bits of philoso-
phy. Every teacher made 2 concise contribution.

It is said “the last shall be first,” and Phil
Grant who spoke last, said, "This has been an
optimistic meeting. I can’t get mad enough to
say anything really important.” Warming up
to the "round robin on classronm iences,”
however, he went on, “T didat I::E:nmy lasz
class, I used to coax them, read to them, draw
pictures and tell stories, and 1 would wind v
with & group of amused studencs, This time
started off by reminding them they didn'c have
enough inxeiu%:nce to read anything beyond
vomic books—Iater I was amazed to find they
understood my definitions, In lesson four one
of thetn gave the Law of Rent; this had never
hu]_aps:nnf before (it gave me a chancs to learn
ity

Then suddenly the drawl of the speaker grew
in intensity. “I'm getting mad now,” he sid
—and this was the mwn—éwe think it deserves
emphasis. “"George stressed spontancous coop-
c;uﬁm in indivﬁmﬂmn‘ Utﬁ?[n you lase ?ga
idea that there is romething splendid abont be-
dng an individwaiist and soipething low in co-
operating with others, yox are not going (o
progress!

As Bernie, our bookkeeper, often rematks,
“You can say THAT aguin!”

Robetr Clancy introduced the guest speaker
first, and he wg none cther than ﬁntiﬂnbmr .
ing director, "Jack™ Tetley, from Newark. Re
plying to Mr. Clancy's rematks about the new
term and the advisability of “deamatizing our
present-day problems"—Mr. Tetly pleasantly
suggested that he understood Mr. Minsky was
now unemployed and we might prevail upon
him to put on a floor show for our students,
(Do we hear & motion?)

Dean Domenic Della Volpe was a very seri-
ous suditor at this meeting, As to "pet diff-
culties encountered,” he said, “this 13 mioe!
Usually toward the end of the fundwnental
course some student comes up with, "Well, if
we did collect the land rent, would it be
enough?' Stadents try to evaluate what the rent
fund would be on the basis of the present rent
fund under a mopopolistic economy, We should
consider whetker it is a free or an unfree econ-
omy. After discussion, they begin to sec the
light, that both labor and capital would bave
better opportunities.”

Lancaster Greene said that the mattes of price
fixing versus the free market came up all the
time and that be met it by pointing out that

ople get instant responses in a free economy.
“There are four great principles of economics,
he added, "and any professor who doesn’t know

these isn't worth his salt. They are: (1) the
mterchangeability of all forms of lzbar pred-
ucts, (2} Ricardo’s Law of Rent, (3} Henrp
Geoege's Law of Wages, and (4} the incidence
of taxation.”

Andeew P Chgistianson, perhaps the nost

Eazicnt teacher in the world, ssid modestly, "I
nd the greatest difficulty is with rayself, not
with the students. | am sul? trying to be parient
and understanding with my popils. For every
misconception they have, there is wsually a
good reason, For instancy in my last class they
stemed to have almost : holy faith in price fix-
ing and government management, but by the
ead of the course they were beginning to sec
the beautics of a free economy.”

William Buhr, who has just completed his
first class, did some artful renrranging which
proved beneficial. Jonathan Slater spoke of the
connotations of the word possviy—finds stu-
dents prefer such exprussions as “Jack of pur-
chasing power,” “depressions,” or "maladjust.
ment of wealth.”

Nell Tves, the school registrar, demonstrated
& copy of Progreis and Pogerty, atranged with
marginal notes and topical headings, confoem-
ing with college textbooks, A pumber of in-
stractors ¢ of the advisability of screening
—not holding the bright students back for the
sake of 2 few

Bdwin Friedman says he sometimes starts io
the middle of the lesson instead of tking ques-
tions consequently—it gets people’s minds off
the paper and sesults in theie answering the
question in their own words. Eugene Fri 7
said, “If you want to hold students at any cost
why oot pay them a dollar a aight for comin
here. | think the concern should be not in hold-
ing them at ARy cost, but in holding the few
good students,”

Ms. Deeyfuss advised, “meet the rent fand
head on with facts—-there is no question at all
sbout being able o meet the costs of govern-
ment,” Richard Van Horoe said, "It alwaps
Joes me good to see something definite accom-
plished, so T made 2 New Year's Resohation to
do something about it myself.” The result of
his resolution is a well-thought-out program for
post-graduate activity along promotional lines,
with speakers available upon request, and man
other features, Charts and graphs are need
to hold the attention of the audience, “'Sell your
salesren and advertising men,” says Mr. Van
Hotne, “put ls;:uw; ads in salesmen’s paperi—
they'll know to put the idea acrods. We
should always talk in terros of what it will do
for the students.”

James Donnelly, papular lecturer and public
speaking teacher, alsp spoke with beartening
enthusiasm. “T sell roothpaste,” he said, “but
T don't talk about it. T talk about Henry George
—and sell more :oot(l:ﬁm. e all want to
know where we're going—and “what's the an-
swee to Coramunism ?' When 1 tell them sbout
George's idea they want to know why some.
thiu% isn't being done about it, This thing is 5o

ful it's going to bresk wide one
of these days—it'll come no matter m this
schoo) does—it's the answsr,

“A course in George,” he continned, “is 4
course in logic, in how to think, Take all the
pamphlets and go over them—if we do it as
effectively as it was done in the day of Henry
George we'll get somewhere.”

-

Society for the Advance-
Ment of George Economy

5 ACTU&LLY," said Phillip Grant, “there

is no howsing shortége. One need only
pick vp the New York Times any day in the
week and turn to the classified section to find
maay apartments—farnished or unfurnished-—
advertised for rent. And thete are many houses
offered for sale tao in the same columns, True,
the renfs are mther high; nevertheless we can.
ot deny that there are indeed apartments and
houses available,

"The fri af almost every town and city
in the United States are dotted ‘with brand-naw
houses that sre not being rented. They were
put up by builders who believed that there was
& heavy demand for housing, They believed
it because their ftvorite newspapers told them
that it was true, How were lhese builders to
suspect that political tconomy is not ooe of
the many courses that compelse "journalism" zs
taught in ouz colleges. L\Esin{arm\l by their
newspapers, the builders are caught in s squeeze,
They can't afford to sell theic“ﬁmm at & loss;
aizd nobody scems willing to pay the price the
builder can afford ta sell at. '[?!:e builder, thus,
is being punizhed for his vver-optimism: for
his faith in his newspaper; for his lack of un-
derstanding the very fundamentals of political:
cconomy. 30, all over the countey, we cin see
builders biting their nails down to the knuckle,
They ace somewhat disappointed that hotne
seckers have proved to be so uncooperative; su
unntilliuﬁ to pay more than six or eight thou
sand dollars for 4 house that cost the builder
ten thousand, Don't ever tell one of those build.
crs that there is a howsing shortage in this
I.'.Dllm(y.

“If any of you in the audience is looking for
an apartimnent,” said Me, Grant, peering into the
faces of his listeners who assembled in the
school auditorium va a recent Sunday after.
noon, to hear these gems of wisdom, “there are
a ot of them just a black away-—at 70th and
Pack Avenue. You can get o very nice apart-
meat there, large spocious rooms, latest jim-
provements, very select neighborkood, with
tour lovely rooms, for something like $300 a
moath, Don't laugh! There are Tots of people
who can afford to pay $300. 1 can. That is, T
could afford it if my family and 1 could leatn
to live without cating. And that's not impos-
sible. Millions of people all over the wrlm--
day-—at this very moment—have almost learned
to remain alive without food.

“What we call the housing problem isn't that
at all,” he added, shifting his weight lazily to
the other foot. "It is, mor¢ accurately, s how-to-
afford-to-pay-for-housing problem. And thar's
just another name, a nicer narme, for the low.
wages-vs,-high-cost-of living-problem. That, of
course, 15 50 old we can no longer call it a
problem. For a problem is s ing that we
associate with the idea of being awace that
something is wrong. Low wages and high rents
have been with us g0 long we have become ac-
customed to them; so accustomed to them we
consider them as natural, And what we lenen
to believe is natural caanet be thought of as
be:‘{% a problem.”

e purpose of this group-—populacly known
a8 "SAGE'—will be to spread tge a5 far
and a5 wide a3 possible. “We hope," said
“Joe" Rose, newly elected chaieman of the
society, “that ul) true Georgists will join us in
this work,”
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PAGE SEVEN

The Synthesis of Labor s, svcens ruenserc

Ai‘i “THE superiority of human rights over
property righls” is coming more and mere
inte political usage, an sxamination of the im-
pression this phrase conveys, as contrasted with
its true meaning, mey be in ordes, This has
such 2 rightecus rving that it is often used to
clinch an argament when logic fails and it &
usually delivered with finality,

As commonly uadesstood it es the
idea that there arc two distinet kinds of rights
which are separable, one belonging to humans
and the othet to “property,” the former taking
precedence over the latter. This explanation
finds acceptance because the State has been
stressing it increasingly in its efiorts to take
over control of production,

This potent phrase would sooa lose its val-
idity, however, if it could be demonstrated that
by applying the laws of fundamental economics
these two “rights” arc really one and. insepat-
ible. Property, in the terms of a Georgist econ-
omy, is wealth produced by the application of
labor to land {and having exchange value) or,
in other words, the synthesis of labor and ma-
terial things. Man establishes ethical title to his
produce or his property because it erebodies a
past of himselt, his labor.

john Locke was one of the first great phil-
osaphers to express this thought, He believed
that, in the first place, each man possesses him-
sell’ absolutely and, in the second place, that he
possesses absolutely anything in which he has
put his fabor. In his Two Treatises of Goveérn-
ment, first published in 1690, Locke explains
“Whatsoever he removes out of the state that
natite hath provided and left it in, he hath
wixed his labour with, and adjoined to it some-
thing that is his own and thereby muakes it his
property,” He goes on to say in the same work,
“Thoogh the water running in the fountain is
everyone's, yet who can doubt but that in the
pitcher is his only who drew it out.”

Since then, all property produced by man be-
comes o vittual part of him, it is impossibe to
affect his property without affecting him, To
deprive a man of his property ot to restrict
his usage of it is at the same time to diminish
his natural rights and it is impossible to do one
\;‘ithﬁut u.'.icing the ot:\:r. Lukcke also identifies

in bis aforementioned work) property rights
with human rights when he says rhakns;un
unite voluntatily “for the mutual preservation
of their lives, libecties and estates, which T shall
call by the general name, property.” The only
exception that & Georgist could make to this
wonld be to exclude land which is presumably
included under the term “estates.”

To ill;zatrm i:t'rhl:r the fa!m}m of the in-
ceensingly popular conception of the relation-
ship o? i’;ntm}:lurightsn:;?i property rights, we
have the common law of centuries. In practi-
cally all times ,;r;j , the common law
has always puni crimes against property by
body testraint or corporal punishmnt.ngnes be-
ing mom?: demonstrating once again the
close identification of property and human
rights. In one of the oldest aad most widely
accepted codes of roral conduct, the Ten Com-
mandments, we find the injunction “Thou shalt
oot steal,” Tt is not fikely that this safeguard of
property rights which this Commandment really
is wonld have been found ir this most basic
of all codes if these rights were not of the
highest order.

The histoty of all tinies shows us invaciably
that restrictions of propesty rights go hand in
hand with restrictions of buman rights. It is not
even negessary 10 go very fur back, a glance at
the present world scene revaals ample proof of
this. Inn the United Stakes, where properfy te-
steiczions are comparatively light there is a
Ea:ge speasare of personal frecdom. Tn England
and France, where propery rights are much
mare restricted there is 3 much smaller ineasare
of civil rights. In Rassis, where peopesty rights
have disappeared almost altogether, we find the
toral disappearsnce of human rights, It is simply
2 matter of degree and method but the evidence
of history bears out the that demecracy
varies directly with property rights. It is anfor.
tenate. moreover, that infringements of prop-
erty cights these days take on & legal and moral
coloring because these sestrictions are promal-
gated by a democratic State in the form of taxes
taken ostensibly for the genemi welfare and we,
thezefore, tend to recept them without too much
protest. However, the fact remains that taxes
tend to circumscribe one’s activities ln many
ways and can be and have been ased to destroy
overy natural cight. Pecsounl freedom is inverse-
iy propottional to the degree of taxation. At
this pownt, it is desirsble again to steess that the
foregoing references to taxation do oot apply
to lind value taxation because the land w
tax is really not & wx at all and therefore does
not affect our cights adversely,

The phrase “human rights are superiot to
propesty cights” s most unfortunately only one
of a growing numher of sophistic phrases which
the politiciang ace sprinkling around so liberally
to win the votes of the have-nots and it is the
duty of the less gullible among us to tg' ta re-
veal the falseness of cheir proj 4. Our oaly
weapon is the relentless ication of fact and
rensan and the belief with Henry George that
right action will follow right thinking.

More About the Indians

By Noar D, ALvER

USHED AROQUND by the white man or-

ganized as the People of the United States,
a number of Indians finally fanded in the good
fands of Oklahoma. But that was the frouble.
The land was geod, too good far the indelent
fndizn. The ocders weat forth, Give "em an-
other shove. And a number of the Indians found
themselves up in the rorthern wild lands of the
Scete. Getting a living wes tough grubbing.
They were a sorry lot. .

The Do-gooder White folks sized up the
situation this way. Living together the {ndisns
failed fo progress and develop “White Man's"
initiative. The "Tribal Customs” were a bandi-
cap. Divide the land inta allorments. Then the
Todian will have persanal incentive to produce.
S0 it was done. .

On a certuin day in this arez each Indian then
living was to secure o headeight. Two minutes
before midaight an Tndian baby bay was born,
The Indians promptly dubbed him *Johasy-on-
the-Spet.” Two minutes after midnight came 2
second little Indian. He wes promptly dubbed
“lohany-Too-Late.”

Oil, lead and zine were discovered, Some
Indians became very, very rich: others re
mained 23 as before, Now [ndians were
petting the results of White Man's Customs
just as White Men did. L

Let's all acise and sing “God Bless Americu!”

The essential principle of property being to
wssuse 0 all persons what they have produced
by their labor and accumuiated by their ahsti-
nence: this principle cannot apply to what is
not the prosucs of Iabor, the caw material of
the carth, )

Whaen the sacredness of p:rggzn-y is talked
of, it should always be remembered that any
such sacredness does not belong in the same
degree to landed property. No man made the
tund: it is the inheritance of the whole species.

— Jiatine STUART MILL

How I First Became Interested in Henry George

.Some yesrs ago I introduced in a long list of epeakers, the president of
the Voenl Tenchers Association, giving him, “Why Music Teachers Teach Musie,
After an elaborate pre-oration including Madame President, My, Chaivman, and
every classification of person he could think of, his speech followed: “T don't

know."

41 don’t know™ why in 1912 I was ever moved to take a ferry hoat from
San Francisco to Qakland and lgo to a church (a place I rarely visit) because

somewhere 1 read that Joseph

els, whom I did not know, was going to speak.

Given hut fiftoen minutes, all he could say was, “Read Pmu nm? Poverty,”
[+]

repeating il several times. Sa I started 1o read Progress a

werty, but 1 did

not finish it until perhaps thirty years later. As soon ns I caught the idew,
I thought: why within the next two hours T can get one hundred people
interested in this! The next two hours have extended past thirty-five yeara,

and 1 am still on my first

With best of cocdial personal zecollections, I am

Sincerely,

San Francieco 24

Contest Editor Noak Al

iSigned) JOS. 8, THOMPSON.

comments, "l suspect the good Joseph Thm:f pson

has labored better than he knows, He's probably ou his dozen-d. rat
by this time. And, to kelp him gat more ‘scalps’ in his beld readers should order

@ few of that abridgemont of “Progress ai

Poverty” (Which he calls “More

Progress and Less Poverty”) and hand them to the hard:to-get business man.
Schalkenbach Foundation has a big special on this book of 150 pages, cloth

bound, af 50 cents a copy.”
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Letters...

T T

Statisticians’ Paradise
Good, meaty article [by Mr. Lincoln, March
. Bsuc] but $100 biltion yeacly land rent is a
breath-taking assumption. The land seme of
Greater New York is around 3650 million, or
slightly over 31,000 per capita yearly based on
Tax Department assessments (which ace fair,
U think). This makes not over 315 hillion veasly
fand rept for the entire country. 1t is enough,
normally, for &l governmental sxpenses—ied-
erl, state sod local
* Taxation probably takes #5 billion yearly,
leaving §10 billion to fandowners, which at
5 per cent would have # cipital o sale value
of 8200 billion. L have often been asked whether
land value taxation affords scficient cevenne,
and my answer is yes——normaliy, Untii we re-
turn to normal times, 1 favor abolishing all
txes except an vngraduated income tax and an
ungradusted iohemwnce tax. These rwo could
be dropped enticely in a faw yoass, sfier govern-
ment ‘I!e:bt is paid off and inflation ceases.
Hanry Macums
New Yark

Draft Grant!

The appearance io the April News of & Jetter
from Phillip Geant proves onc thing, anyway—
that his typical wit and kecn imsighe add sparkle
to its columns. While ke is being drafted for
Presicent ,T propose a movement to draft Phil
a5 a (requent contributor to The Henry George
News,

SypNey Maxong
New Yok

Sounds Simple?

In answering Mr. Scholl's query [page 4]
as to how the land value tax conld be Jistrib-
uted between local, state and federal govern-
meots, let me suggest a way---please note I do
not say she way!

Al ities, counties or ather local subdivisions
of the state could collect the entire land rent
{or econowmic tent) of their respective districts.
This grand total, tepresenting 100 per ceat of
#ll the reot cullected thuoughour the countey,
would then be distributed percentope-wise to
the state and nation 48 per an ailoeation ai;m.-d
upon by a budger boaed, This boasd wonld be
made vp of representatives of local, state and
federal governmental divisiens, .

Undet such au artangement, the Jocal sube
divisions would be contributing o the state
and federal governments in exact proportion: to
ibe land value of their respective cities or other
local taxing districts, The fozal tax in every
fnstance would be the basis of the whaole tax
stemcture. The peicentage taken by the state and
the federal goveraments would be the same in
every instince. Thus the local governments
wonld be mnuibutinim the state and nation in
exact proportion to their loca! collection, o in
* propottion to the land value cojoyed in their

sespective disteicts.
Orro K. Doan
New York

Endwell Expert Writes
Note "From Milk River,” page B, April
News, Fred Pease is badly mixed up. Tn pars-
five he says that land value will decline.
hat he means is that the selling value, not
the land value will decline, for we are talking
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abnut the reatalvalue The cconomic reat will
be an different under single-taism than now.
It will simply be diverted to the state. But
monopoly and speculative seat wilf disappear
(30 rezppear as wages}.

In paragraph four he mentions theer funds,
but fails to see the forms of sent, {This seems
geverally to have been missed in all caiculs
tions for fifty years.) He says thst ail special
privileges yield scomomic rent. However, only
special privilage in Zand yields sconomic rent,
Mopopoly of land, or rther special mancpol;
of fand yields monapoly »'wf,m speculation
in fand vields speesdative cont.

Paregraph six. “Those whi held tizles,” et
should read that these who held titles to land
they iaed would be mare secure than at peesent,
Pazagraph twa makes the same mistakes i ig-
foriag manopoly and speculative rent. Grorge
showed that land moncpoly caused povesty,
hard timies, depressions, etc. See Progress and
Foverty, Book VH, Ch. 2, "The Emgi:MI
of Laboress.” Land monopaly vields monapoly
reat, and this is the guilty pany.

- Lt Barox GOELLER
Emfﬂ-'e!.f“ N. Y.

A Glance Into History

L am grateful for youss of the first, enclosing
April H. G. News.

I is a very interesting looking issue, and [
stall peruse it from “kiver to kiver” Mean.
while, please send oo that Vale Law Jouspal
article, for which stamps are enclosed.

Long belore the New Yok law was ammend-
#d fn 1915 to requite sepazate valnation of land
and fmprovements, there was inserted o the
California Constitution of 1870 a similar re-
quirement that the assessed valoe of land and
improvements be sepasately shows on every
tax satement, whether senr to taspayers by the
state, county, ity or a district, snd this was so
provided in the Conshitwtion because of the
activities of Henry George who lived for sev-
el years in the State Capital of Secrameato,
and worked closely with persons who bad 2
hand in writing that Constirution, which is still
the controlling law in this State.

In 1909, at the instince of men who had
known Henty George, 1 law was cnacted (Stats,
1909, p. 461} allowing sems or agencies of the
State to collect their necessary reveanes by way
ef an annual ad-valorem tax or assessment upon
the privately held Iand in each community, and
to exempt completely from the tax any and all
buildings of improvements upon or to the land,
This was peemissive Jegislation, and not in say
respect compulsory. The voters in each com-
munity were offered the choice of rising the
revemue needed for and by the community the
same way as before, oc by wey of an annual
tax upon land walues, ooly. Over 100 commu-
nities in California have taken ndvantage of that

ctenity, and impose no tax whatever on
baldings or improvements, although some of
them are now getting some revenue also from
the sale of pobiic nitlity service, such as water
wnd poweer tolls. But, there has not been one
community operating under this Jaw that ime
poses any tax on buildings or improvements, or
that has ever failed to its prople the great
advantages fo them which the law has made
possible. Not one of them has ever gone back
to raxtng buildings and improvements.

If you are willing io send me 100 (or any
part}, of tns April issue, I will sec each gets
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into the hands of an assessor, who should find
Mr. Purdy's article interesting and belpful,
J Rupmr Mascn
San Francisco

“Pray for Ligin”
The Uebruary issue seems to stress anxiety as
to where fetvre capital is to come from if rent
is socialised.

In response to Nosh Alper's exceilent sug-
gestion Lere is my FACT, Io thinking of Capi-
tal, too much thonght cannot be given to the
Arstatlean definition. Matter, form, officiant
tause, final cause. Wealth is three-dimensional
matter, shaped (form) by huwan Jabour (effi-
cient} to satisfy human desices (fingd cavse}.

All capital is wealth. How little we realise
what 2 little would remain if all that is not
wealth were removed from the category. My
Hlustration s from this city of Spdaey, Capital
of the Sate of N. § Waies, where we have n
socialist povernment.

Trzi-cebs are strictly limited o oumber, es
pecially in Sydney, the registration and limiting
bring by the police under the genesal direction
of the Minister of the Crown, Bach taxi carrics
a number known as the plate,

The cib, made in Detroit, can be sent here,
having had its materials sssembled from many
pasts of the warld, shaped, put together and
transported for something like £100. From the
ship's hold 1o the strect takes £3/400, [ havs re-
cently seen o taxi chunge hands for £3500. To
my mind this répresents £100 CAPITAL, £400
capitalised taxes, and £3,000 capitalised MON.
OPOLY. Evidence was revently given in court
that the majority of plate vwners are police
or Clergy.

This siakes still another vested interest to
help ebscuse the teuth and to be fought and
overcome.

Our annual cooference takes place this month

at Newport. Help us pray for light.
P B. WF‘C.m'au
NSW., Awitrabia

Is There No End?

Mz Goeller saps in reply to Mr. Rusby
(March issuc) that “Whensver land havin
value is used, there is rent actual; whenever i+
is not used there is rent poiential "

There »s but one meaning for “potential'-—
“capable of becoming” That which is merely
capable of becoming a given thing chviously
cannot be that thing, What My, Go:ﬁer is there-
fore saying is, that whenever land having value
is used there is rent, but when it is not used
there is no reat—only the possibility of there
bheing rent at some futuce time. So M, Goeller,
as to this point, quite properly (though wnin-
tentionally) gives 100 per cent endorsement to
Mr, Rusby’s conteation, which it was his evic
dent intention to attack,

As to the other point discussed, Mr. Goellor
says there 15 “no distinction in rent as to what
you do while occupying ﬁm an the planet.” It
would be impossible to take issue on this nnless
and untif thete were prioc agreement as to the
concept of what Political Economy is. But if it
is “the science that treats of the nature, produe-
tion and distribation of wealth,” then it does
aot treat of the consumption of weslth, Oe is
otly consuming wealth (wearing out the couch)
when one lies down to rest.

A M. GoLoriNGER
Nawark



