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- Wanted: Another Richard Cobden

_ G'GT HE REGION north of the human ear is _I

the greatest home for the unemplayed
that has ever been discovered. There is some-
thing there to think with, but we just do hate
to do it,” said Strickland Gillilan.

“Thinking is something new to man snd he

does it badly,” wrote H. L. Mencken, George

- Bernard Shaw added: “Few people think more

_than two or three times a year. I have made an

international reputation for myseff by thinking
dnce or twice 2 week” ) .

_ Richard Cobden was 2 textile salesman cap-

able of thinking, and became such a success-

ful one that he founded a fixm of which he be-

came a partner. He was also a keen student of

economic principles and an anthority on Adam -

Smith and his Wealth of Nationr.

Cobden * found that the free macket, with
équal opportunity and no special privilege
would give everyone the greatest incentive to
coopetaté — and the hést results for all. As a
good -inlace'to start toward this gozl he con-
sidered the repeal of the Corn Laws, or tariffs
on the free trade in grain. (“corn” in Baro
tefers to any small grain, specificaily the prin-
ciﬁle-gra'm’ of the country, as, in England,
* wheat). '

Great zuthorities told him the Corn Laws
wete embedded in English tradition and were
not likely to be repealed. Cobden took the chal-
lenge however, and in seven years of educa-
tioml work from 1839 to 1846 he taught
enough business men and workingmen to- pet-
form Hie impossible. On June 26, 1846 the

Corn Laws weee tepealed through a threeyear”

" sliding scale. This year we celebrate the 100th
annfversary of his great accomplishment in
adult educatinn,

" Cohden was the fonrth of eleven children
brought up on a seall farm. His father Jacked
the ability to hang on to his modest fortune de-
spite the native sense of his mothet, and Richard
was sent away to one of those wretched schools
which Dickens made immostal. He grew to
have a deep interest in the causes of poverty,
and felt business a release from the misery of
" his school. He weat from cletk to traveli
salesoan and continued his education wi

energy, in the coaches and commercial rooms .

of provincial hotels, JFere was fresh and real
matter to which he could apply his independent
intelligence. ‘The depression of 1825 and 1826

- bankrupted his empioyers and also a man whom

" he greatly admired, Sir Walter Scott. One of
- his employers. statted o new partnership ‘and
sought out this able young man, who ‘weat on
the road with samples of muslin and alico for
two years before starting his own firm with two
*friends. Trade was hampered by a heavy duty
on calicoes which he and other calico printers
suceeeded in taking off in 1831. Trade blos-
somed and ‘Cobden was inspired to study Adam
Smith to find out the natural laws which would
make business - satisfy human desires more
effectively and bring each a greater prosperity.
~The Corn Laws came forcibly to Cobden’s

By TANCASTER M. GREENE

Richard Cobden

attention in 1835 when tariff-raised high prices
for, grain had brought a big planting of acre-
age and the weather had blessed Britain with
a bumper wheat crop. Prices, came tumbling
down. The workingman could buy his food for
half his previous expénse singe he hived largel

on cem&, Labor was able to buy manufacturec
goods it bad only longed for previously. |

Cobden saw that these laws and high prices
for grain had offered inducement to meny to
bid for the'right to use more land to gmw
grain, Landholders were happy to dangle high-
er rents before each new b;ﬁu and garnefed
almost all of the benefits of higher prices. The
working farmer who wes supposed to be
helped, saw no increase in his net profits or
wages. from the Corn Laws. Richarc Cobden
concluded that Adam Smith was right when he
said that the collection of grownd dnes instead
of other taxes, such as tariffs or excises or in-
come taxes, was. the enly way to berefit every-
one according to his energy and ability. He saw
this as the longer objective toward an incentive
mangement of society but he took free trade
as his short term :

In 1835 Cobden went to see for himself the
America he already admired. He had written a
pamphlet, “England, Ireland and America,” and
had becomie known as ‘an acute and original
thinker—a liberal who wrote clearly and inter-
estingly. After his return he wes asked to speak
at a public meeting. He consented but appedred
tongne-tied and confused.” This failure wis a
challenge to the concise writer who set ont to
master the att of telling his views as interest:
ingly as he wrote them. Gtadually he came to
be much in demand as a spealer. :

The fall of 1838 bronght excited torchlight-

meetings, destructon of property and ggeat
alarms under the lead of the Charsists, Cobden

“was not distusbed, feeling that the political
knavery of those in power required an ank-

e 3
~vulsive and transient charges, to fal{ back again

dote, even though this rash group was misted,
He said, "T think.the scattered clements may
yet'be rallied around the question of the Corn
Laws. It appears to me that a moral and evena
religious spirit may be infused into that topic,
and if agitated in the same manner that the
question of slavery has Been, it will be irre-
sistible.” .

Later he wrote—""Let me pray you to strike a
blow fer us for education. ﬁave unbounded
faith in the pedplé, and would risk wniversal
suffrage tomosrow in preference to the present
fanchise. But-we shall never obtain even an
approach toward such a change, except by one
of two paths—revolotion or the schoolbouse.”
By the latter means we shall make permanent
reform; by the former we shall onl : con-

like Italy, or Spain, into despotism or anarchy.”
© In Jam 1839 Cobden inspired the Anti-
Corn Law Association to raise money for ac-
tion. Within onc month. £6,000 haed been
raised — equal to about $30,000 at the time,
when soch 2 sum had much higher- buying

than today, in man hous of labor. This
was to be a “Smithian society” to disseminate
through the wotld the ideas of the grest lumi-
nary, Adam Smith, for a just knowledge of the
ptinciples of trade. It was to concentrate on 2

pattial application of these ideas' toward the

early sbolition of the Comn Laws. In 1839,
three members of the executive committee were
visited by a nobleman who had taken an active
part toward modification, but not répeal; of the
Corn Laws. He asked what brought them to
London. When they said the total and imedi-
afe repeal of the Corn Latws he answered, “You
will overtum the monazchy as snon as you will
accomplish that.” Such was the gloomy ontleck
af the stact. .

Cobden was indefatigable in correspending
with writers from all parts of England, and in
fulling _i;h'el Ed_rtant ints from each.
eague published en able paper, poured out
pan‘iph!g:- and sent @eakeg P;;rywhcrc. “He
was convinced that this “schoolhonse” was the
best way. His associates camhe to feel that his
talents would educate faster if he spoke from
a seat in Patliament. ort e and Bol-
tan peaple both pot assurance to Cobden that |
he d be elected from either if he wounld
but stand. He declined The pressure continued
more strongly until he consented and was elect-
ed, or “retorned” from Stockport, with trium-
%hmt_eclat over a military major, in 1841, The

ories, with help from the Whigs, organized
a great administration which Cobden and the
league slowly broke to pieces in five ‘yeass of
debate, argument and persoasion. The bitter
condition. of the working classes in 1841 was
brought forcibly to the attention of the M, P's
in his maiden speech and definitely related to
the Cora Laws. He pointed out that the bread
tax paid by the family of a noble landholder
amounted to only 1/24th of 1 per cent of their

(Coniinned on Page Eight}



[Pacs Two} .

Henwy GEORGH NEWS -

NovEMBER, 1945
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With Yo

In ali the hubbub 2bout ofd-age
pensions, there seems to be no

doubt at all, on all levels of society, |

that there shozld be pensions, If
any leader mised his voice to say
“Away with
be condemned as a.!-l monster and
strung up peremptorily. :
Amid  this gemra.ly accord, the
only disagreement is, “"Who's go-
ing to pay for the pensions?” ‘And,
my goodness, what 2 furore can be
kicked up over this detail! -
8o, the big three ate left to battle
. it out—big t, big business, big
%o_v_e'mment. Labor goes on_ strike
or pensions. Management discusses

pension schemes for those fortu-

""" hate enough to be chained to one

job all their Lives. And for those
outside the pale, Father Townsend
raises his voice once more, ‘and
there ate public prayers—for more
taxes, more spmd}.,i:fg more govern-

of pénsions would be a monster in-
deed if he postufated this werld in
all its- carrent ceuelty. Even hard-
ened criminals don't want to see
grandma perish in a snow bank.
But—is this the best of all possible
worlds?

Is the demand for pensions—part
of humanity’s heartfelt ary for se-
curity— leading. to the- right soln-
tion? If the regnlated welfare state
is the only answer to security, should
nat the and be for something
greater — for equality of oppor-
tunity, in short? And would not
this goal carry with it, as a matter
of coutse, all the security that hu-

mags teasonably crave? What a piti-

ful thing is the wail for a puddle
of pensions whea all might- have
enough in an ocean of opportunity?

Just vismalize the state of things
where - natural opportunities were
released from monopoly - control.
Would it then seem desirable to
f‘:eeze onesclf in an industty for
ife just for a paltry pension?
Would not the greater freedom of

movement, the ability to work
where opportunity | s, where
there are higher rewards in the here’

and now, be eVer so much more at-
tractive?” And “finally, would there
aot be more demand for the work
of older people, <tll fit and willing
to wark, but now cast aside in a2

struggle where only the strongest-

survive? . :
The-clamor for pensions is taken

as a sign of progress—as a develop- -,

ment of our social sense. If the

“oid folks,” who in former times

spent their declining days in peace,
(Continwed in Column Three)
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maions| he ¢ ~door was opened by the steikingly

Truly, thatimaginary denounca .

“South’s political power in Washim,

THE TRUTH”

“TT’S
" By GEORGE LEE ' :

WHEN MY wife handed me a2 postcazd with the query, “What is
the most, hopeful thing about Georgism,” I read it end then asked
her—""Well, what is it?” : :
She answered, ““Fhat it is the ;
truth.” A

1 am reminded that several years
ago I stopped in Catmel, Califor-
nia to see Lincoln Steffens. The

handsome, dark-haired, Eila ‘Win-
ters. 1 introduced myself as being,
like Mr, Steffens, a single taxer.

“Tell me something,” Miss Win-
ters replied, “Why are you single S _
taxers so ihuch alike, whether in” Moscow, Berlin, Pads, New York or
Carmel?” Lo E ' :

At that moment Mr. Steffens entered, saying, "Let me answer that
question. Tt is because the single tax is right ag right can be, and noth-
ing can be more right than that” = -

The Georgist realizes however that “cp:rre'q_t action mmust be: ptec_edecl
by correct thinking,” and the liberating philosophy. of Henry George, to
really exist, must exist first fn the hearts arid minds of human beings.
So the call is for students, and mofe students, and yet more students o
attend the classes conducted by the Henry George School of Social
Science, where the fundamentsl laws of P‘o]jiic’x.l econormy atidr social
justice arc taught. Some day, some place, this host of Georgists will hear
the call to combine for action S
‘This necessary action is conpletely simple, just and free fléojm revoly-

e state ot

tionary violence, It fnvolves no. seizure for modification :
wledge of

the industrial organizations. All thet is neéessary is a true

.the real source of public revenue, and the enactment of legislation to
conform therewith. Also the repeal of all laws which create and promote

- special privile]
Tody specal

privilege is deeply entrenched. Our vaunted free enter-
prise system is pure fabrication, Every major industrial organization in
the country is founded, buttressed and tied together by privileged legis-
lation. The “tag-along industries” are clamoring in the halls of Con-
gress, and at the doors of every lésser lw moking body — state, county
and city— for more and more “protective legislation,” Labor has organ-
ized and joined the Pamde to the legislative halls. The farmer hss se-
cured legistation which guarantees him a profit, if not f:‘om the market
then from the tax fonds, regardless of what price he paid for bis Iand
or what rent he has to pay. _ . .
The indigents are forming pressure proups to force representatives
of the le to set them apact as a class, or group, to be supported
from the public treasury. The “senior citizen™ is sugpested 2s an object
for class distinction with a monthly check from Uncle Sam, and the
vetéran? Whiere is the Jimit (or is there 2 limit?} to his demands upon
state and nation? Now the gambling fraternity has succeeded in ?cveral
states in petting their betting business legalized and protected, with the
stipulation that a-percentage of the "take” be tumed over to the public
treasury, Then along comes the investor with the suggestion thata Federal
bureay be created to protect his ‘'venture money” in foreign markets

against loss through seizure or other acts by revelutionacy governments.

The evils revealed in our social maladjnstments seem unsurmount-
able. However, in 1856, if someone had asked Abraham Lincoln, how
much longer he thought the institution of slavery would eudufe, he
might have answered, “a long time-— maybe a hundred years.”. The
n ‘was then formidable—yet with-
in seven years slavery was legally abolished, : S

Listen to Henty George—“Today a wiser, deeper, more beneficent
revolution is brooding, nof over one country, but over the whole worl

God's truth imipels it, and forces mightier than He has ever before gives™

to man, vtge it on. It is no morte in the power of vested wrongs to stay
it than it is in man’s powei to stay the san.”

- Blsewhere he writes; “We have a f
Possibly, probably, for meny of us, we may never see it come to soc-
cess. But what of that? It is a privilege to be engaged in such a struggle
.. the ground is ploughed; the seed is set; the good tree will grow . .
So little now, only the eye of faith'can see it. So little now; so tender
and weak, But sometime, the birds of heaven shall ing i its branches;

_somhctime, the weary shall find rest beneath its branches.”

By HENRY L. T. TIDEMAN

long and a hard ﬁght before us,

Question. (1) Theoretically, onr
rate of the taxation of the land will
be fixed by its value; and (2) as
soon as this principle is 2 lied, the
selling wvalue declines. (l; It ob- .
viously cannot be used as 2 gm.;lgle
to fix the land’s value and so the -
land’s value will be gssessed. (4)
‘What 1 wait to get dear is how |
will the laod’s value be determined,
independeatly of sales prices, and

-separate from any return due to the

work of the user of the land?

" Answer. {1) Correct,” We now
fix the rate of local tixation by as-
sessing the amount needed against
the real estate value as recorded by
an assessor. Except to abolish the
taxation of improvements and other
things, and to assess the needed °
revenue upon land's value, no’other
change is advocated. - ]
{2) Of course the selling value

of Jand will declipe, But that will

mean that when the next assessor’s .
valuation will have been completed,

a still higher “rate” will be neces-

saty, and the rate should be kel::t

high enough to bring in the sped-

fied revenue, )

(3} Why pot? Land is daily
bought, sold and leased in every
cotnmunity, ‘and all recorded zs a
guide for the assessing officials,

the abolition of other taxa-
tion than o land valnes, land will
still be bought, sold and leased;
though generally at much lower
prices.wﬁfqt hm?ﬁi to -assess buitllfli;
ings perso property,
work of the Jocal assessors will be
implified. .

4) Even in a community where
land sales and leases are quite in-
frequent, there is no trouble in de-.

“termining what pr:icas should be

much as 90 per cent of the land
rent {(and if canaot take much more
than that}, land would stifl have 2
detérminable selling price for the
assessing officials to appraise.

© Finally, the practical result of
such perfection as might follow the
abolition of taxation, excepting oaly
land values, would be to limit the
revcatme of government to its real
need. .

A Word with You
(Continned from Column One)
must now beg for pensions, where

is our progress? '

A more convincing development
of aur social sense would be a vig
-orous demand for opening ‘the
floodgates of opportunity—an event
that would ively wash away
the cry for the insecure “secarity”
of pensions, .. L

The H! Gaorge Ne Freeman 1i nthly by the Henry George School of Sgeial Sciencs, 56 ¥, 69th Sirest, New Tork
. Y.gnﬁgﬁnn‘ a:g?t%egc:uﬁ::&tguﬂr%. Greens, }m?wx. rn, Willam 3. Q'Connor. Aliee Elizsheth Davis, BEditor. Entered as Secofa
Class Msiler, November 15, 1948, al the post office of New York, N, Y. under the Act of March 3, 1870. Bubscriptions, ‘31 o year; single copies, llc
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Two Don Quixotes, No Sancho Panza

Research Reporils

COMING EFFECTS OF COMING EVENTS

HE CAREFR of Cervantes’ Don Quixote

was troubled, to'say the least, but the errant
kenight was fortunate in two important respects:
he never met a second Don QHJ'SQ?&.? and
Sancho Panza usually was at hand prepared to
bind up wounds and provide a grain of com-
mon sense. Now we see what can happen when

iwo Don Quixates meet and no Sancho Panza.

is at hand,

Battling for labor is the white (black)
knight, Quixote Murray, and battling for
" the steel compenies is the black (white) knight,
Don Quixote Faitless: (The colors, it will be
noted, are interchangeable, depending on ong's
- point of view.)

These two modern Don Quixotes have emu-
lated their illustrious predecessor- in every itn-
portsnt gespe_c!: but 011? Nei'the:'l has had the

judgment to oy a | serving man
f‘:ﬁ? \sin d Somehogvmfcfl{:iveot% make the best
of a bad matter and to point out the difference
between the stoff that dreams are made of and
reality, : )

Each of the two combatants is fighting for a
chimera of his imagination, for a principle that
can be formulated in words but that doesn’t

refer to reality. Like the original Don Quixote,.

each is firmly convinced that his cause is just
and is worthy of the greatest sacrifices. Thus
far, the sacrifices bave been made by stock-
holders and employees, but in the end the two
moedern Don Quixtotes may suffer personal sac-
vifices as did their predecessor. )

Don Quixote Faidess is fighting for the prin-
ciple that labor should conttibute to any pen-
sions it expects to receive, or, stated differently,
he is ﬁghtin to prevent the steel companics
from being forced to contribute uneame& peo-
sions to I:gor On the other hand, Don Quixate
Murray is fighting for the principle that labor
should not contxi to its pensions, or, stated
differently, that corporations should pay Iabot’s
pensions from some other funds than labor's

" wages. A brief- analysis of fundamental eco-
nomic. relationships will ceveal the extert to

- which each Don Quixote has drawn upon his
' imagination. . - .

© " The three factors of production are land,
Iabor, and capital. The distributive shares of
the product are, respectively, rent, wages, and
interest, (Accounting profits almost always in-

clude the last and sometimes include rent and-

proprietors’ wages' a5 well zs compensation for
Ayt -
Some steel companies are not in a %cui_r.iﬁn to
- divért any portion of rent to wages, Only com-
panics epjoying important monopoly privileges
would ordinarily be in 2 position to do so.
Therefore, the primary sousces of funds for
labor's ions are either wiges or interegt.
In this sense, “interest” includes all return for

L e

10bviously, the portion of profits that consists of
compensation for accidental losses (incheding the
losses of depreszion years) cannot he given to any of
* the three factors of production. No business can leng
survive if it dissipates the funds needed to compen-
sate or balance the risks inherent in the business,

the use of capital, both ordinary interest on
bonds and dividends paid to. stockholders. Capi-
tal, however, is, in e%l; stored-up fabor: it is
a means by
through .indirect esses to a forther end,
Capital is created by labor, and the remrn to
capital cannot be decreased without decreasing
the ﬁmpemaﬁqn to the labor that is producing
mP'I'- e

Can labor in the stesl industy increase its

rewatds permanently at the expénsé of labor
that provides the capital equipment the steel in:
dustry uses? If Sancho Panza were here, he
might well point out that maniputating rewatds
in that fashion wounld bave one of two effects:

 cither labor.that now produces capital would

seek to join the ranks.of steel workers, or, if
that change were prevented, the steel industry
would soon find that capital wes not available
at the price the indo was gble to pay. An
industry that cannot replace its wornout capital

‘cannot provide security for anyone 2

In shozt, gensions payable by the steel in-
dustrgh,’:egu less of whether they appear to be
contributory or moncontributory, will be paid
from funds otherwise distributable as wnfges,
or.they will not be peid for long, Therefore,
Don '(guixo'he Fairless is fighting for sorfiething
that can exist only in his imagination, & pen-
sion plan paid for partly from labor's share and

partly by the companies. He 'ag'fa'ren:!y does

not realize that, if even a part of the pension
costs were taken from the share distributible to
capital, the tesult would be disastrous for

steel companies, Don Quixote Murray is simi-
lasly in error in that he has, in effect, taker up
arms aguinst the elementary kaws of economics
and arithmetic, . )

“What's All the Shootin' For?

Readers may well doubt that the two modetn

Don Quixotes are as bliad to the realities of
life as they appear to be. If they are, to some
extent at least, using their battlecries to distract
attention from their trué aims, what can the
real objectives be? _

We do not pretend to know why Mzr. Fair-

- less has taken such a determined stand. How-

ever, he may belicve that labor might fail to
undetstand the real source of funds for a non-
coptributory pension plan. If laborers thought

that they were getting something for nothing, -

——

2The elementary econpmic relationships discussed in
this section are largely concealed by present account-
ing practices, For e, rent, as the econorists
use term, is rarely identifiable in corporate finan-
cial statements. The actual §aymnts to bondholders
and stockholders muy includeany one or any com-
bination of the distibutive pars of the product,
namely, rent, wages, -and interest. However, the re-
sult mentioned, that is, the inablify of ao industry to
replace its worm-out capital; presumably wouid be re-
ficcted in the markets corparate securities, ‘There,
2ll cotporations muist compete for the funds thint in-
vestors have saved. An industry that caonot offer the
hope of a return as great as that offered by other in-
dustrics, after allowing for differences in risks, etc,,
cannot hope to obtain the capital funds needed for
future expansion. Such an industry would become ar.
tificially impoverished nod stunted even in a growing
ir_}du?trial civilization,

y which present labor i§ diverted -

The accompanying article, reprinted with
permisglon, from the Weekly Bulletin
{October 10, 18489, of the Americen Insti-

fate for Economic Research, Great Barr-
ton, Massachusetts), shows how graphi-

. cally economic ferms and principles can
he used In examining & current situation,
as, in this case, the steel strike. Refer-
enees in this article to the basic factors of
well a5 the treatment of profits, are in ac-
cordance with fundamental teachings im
the Henry George School of Soelal Science,

they might be encouraged to demand more of

the same. In that event, steel-industry wages
uding pensions might become more than
the industry could continue to pay. On the other

- hand, laborets might be less eager to demand
. more pensions if each increase meant even 2

simall reduction in take-home . pay.

Mr. Murtay may be concerned about his job.

Forced to abandon hope for any industry-wide
wage indease, as such, by the report of the
President's “fact” finders, he may feel that the
anion must pull some kind of rabbit out of the
hat in_order to justify its dues. He presumably
is well aware. of the fact thet in 1947 Ford's
employess voted: overwhelmingly to sccept a

_ L5-cents-an-hour pay. inciease in pteferénce to

1414 cents per hour for pensions plus a pay isi-
crease of 7 cents per houPr._ We P that he
doubts whéther a pension scheme invelving re-
du;:.tmnwin ptesent take-home pay would be
ratified by his followers.

An Overlooked Pactor

Although Mr. Musray may be swace of the
fact that many steel workers, consider them-
selves competent to manage their own financial

. wffairs, this aspect of thie subject seems to have

been rally overlooked by the President’s
Fact fmding Board and by many who have
commented on its findings, What right has any-
one to decide for free men in the Uhited
States of America how much, if any, of their
curtent ::Ees they will save for their old age?
Why shoul: T
invest his savings in college eduncations for his
children (or for that ma%:aer, glasses of beer
now) if he prefers that to & retirement pen-

sion? '

Men develop the capacity to carry the bur-
dens of life by carrying them. A stgc.tety con-
sisting of free men has greater survival value
than one consisting largely of slaves: primarily
becavse free men develop preater menfal and
motal stature, They are less like sheep and more
nearly as the best of men can be, ’

' Condlarion

However, this i a long-ran problem, Of
more immediate concern is the answer to the
question, What will be the resuits of the pres-
ent impasse in the steel indastey?

Predffﬁ:'rg_ the actions of ome Don Quixote
would: be hazardous enough; ontgnessing two
of them must be almort impossible, We are sure
og:?g of .50 much of the outcome a5 invariably
followsd each of the oviginal Don Quixote's
adventures. Many innocent bystanders will get
bart and neither Dop Quixote will win 2 vic-
tory that will be worth the sacvifices involved,

o't a steel worker, or znyone else,
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In all the hubbub about old-age
pensions, there seems to be no
doubt at all, on all levels of sm_:iet{?'
that there shoxld be pensions.
a.iX leader raised his voice to say
“Avray. with ions!” he would"
be condemned 25 a monster and

strung remptorily.
Amigp gs 1 arcord, the

oniy disagreement is, “Who's go-
ing to pay for the pensions?” And,
my goodpess, what a futore can be
kicked up over this detail! -

So, the big three are left to battle

. it out—big Inbor, big business, big

governiment. Eabor goes on strike

- for pensians, Management discusses

pension. schemes for those fortu-
mate enough to be chained to one
job all their lives. And for those
outside the pale, Father Townsend
raises his voice once more, and
there are public prayers—for more
taxes, more spending more govern-
ment. . .

of pensiong would be a monster in-
deed if he postulated this world in
all its current” cruelty, Bven hard-

ened criminals don’t want to see .

bank. 'Speiéoﬁﬁvﬂég&

grandma petish in a snow
But—is this the best of all possible
worlds?

Is the demand for pensions—part
of humanity's héﬁ:tfl_:let oty forP:e-*
curity - Jeading to the right spln-
tion? If the regulated welfare state
is the only answer to security, should
not the demand be for something
greater — for eq:mlitg of oppor-
tunity, in short? And would not
this goal carry with it, as a matter
of course, all the securify that hu-
mans reasonably crave? What a piti-
fut thing is the wail for a puddle

of pensions when all might have -

encugh in an ocean of opportunity!
Just visualize the state of things
where nataral opportunities were
releaséd from monopoly - contral.
Would it then seem desirable to
freeze oneself in an industry for
life just fér a paltty pension?
Would not the greater freedom of
movement, the ability to' work
whete Uph[m:tlmity Jgckens, where
there are higher rewards in the here’
and now, be ever so much more at-
tractive?” And finally, would there
not be more demand for the work
of older people, stll fit and willing
to work, but now cast aside in a
straggle where only the strongest
survive? :

“The:clamor for pensions is taken
as a sign of progress—as a develop-
ment of oar social sense, ¥ the
“old folks,” who in former times
spent their declining days in peace,

(Continzed in Co mnyqrbmj-

. ‘handsome, dark-haired, Ella Win-

Truly, that"imagiziary denouncer

. cared

THE TRUTH”

By GEORGE LEE ‘
postcard with the query, “What is .
read it and then asked

HEN MY wife handed me & :

the most hopeful thing about Georgism,” I
her—"Well, what is it?” :
Sheé answered, . “That it is the

1 am reminded that several years
2g0 I stopped in Carmel, Califor-
niz to sce Lincoln Steffens. The
dooi was opened by the strikingly
ters. I introduced imyself as being,
Jike M. Steffens, a single taxer,

“Tell me something,” Miss Win-
ters replied, "Why are you single §
faxers so much alike, whether in Moscow, Berlin, Paris, New York or

g I?" B . 'I. . .

At that moment Mr. Steffens cotered, saying, "Let me answer ‘that
question. Tt is because the single tax is right as right can'be, and noth-
ing can be more right than that.” :

The Georgist realizes however that “correct action must be:. ed
by correct thinking,” and the libérating philesophy of Henry George, to
really exist, must exist brst in the hearts and minds of human beings,
Sa the call is for students, and more students, and yet more students to
attend the classes conducted by the Henry George School of Sorial
Science, where the fundamentsl laws of political economy and social
justice are taught. Some day, some place, this host of Georgists will hear
the call to combine for action. .

‘This necessary action is completely simple, just and free from revola-
tionary violence. Tt involves no seizure for modification by the state or
the industsial organizations. All that is necessary is a trae knowledge of

. the- real source of public revenue, and the enactment of legislation to

conform therewith. Also the repeal of all lews which create and promote

y special privilege is deeply entrenched. Qur vaunted free enter-
prise system is pure fabrication, Every major industrial organization in
the country is founded, buttressed and tied together by privileged CEIS-
lation. The “tag-aléng industries” are clamoring in the halls of -
gress, and at the doors of every lesser law making body — state, county
and city — for more and more “protective legislstion.” Labor has organ-
ized and joined the parade to the legislative halls. The farmer has se~
Jegislation which ntees : 1
then from the tax funds, regardiess of what price hé paid for his land
or what rent he has to pay. ’ .

The indigents are: forming pressure groups to force representatives
of the people to set- them apart as a class, or group, to be supported
from the public treasury. The “senior citizen” is suggested as an object

for class distidction with 2 monthly check from Uncle Sam, and the -

veteran? Whete is the Hmit {or is there 2 limit?}) fo his demahds upon
state and hation? Now the gambling fraternity has succeeded in several
states in getting ‘theit betting business legalized and protected, with the
stipulation that a percentage of the “take™ be turned aver to the public
treasury. Then along comes the investor with the suggestion that a Federal
burean be created: to protect his “venturé money” in Fforeigh markets

against Joss through seizuré or other acts by revolutionary governments, .

The evils revealed in our sociel maladjnstments seény unsormount-
able. However, in 1856, if someone had asked Abraham Lincoln, how
much longer he thought the institution of slavery would endure, he
might have answered, “a long time — maybe a hundred years” The
South’s political power in Washington was then formidable—yet with-
in seven years slavery was Iegalz‘a lished. - . .

Listen to Henry Géorge—"Today a wiser, deeper, more beneficent
revolutioh is brooding, not over one country, but over the whole world.

God's truth impels it, and forces mightier than He has evet before given -

to man, urge it on. H is vo more in the power of vested wrongs to stay

it than it i5 in man's power to stay the san.” -

- Blsewhere he writes; “We have a long and 2 hard fight before us,
Possibly, probably, for many of us, we may never see it come to-suc-

_cess, But what of that? It is = privilege to be engaged in such = strugple

... the ground is ploughed; the seed is set; the good tree will grow . . .
So little now, only the eye of faith can see . So little now; so tehder
and weak. But sometime, the birds of heaven shall sing in its branches;
sometime, the weary shall find rest beneath its branches.”

ntees him a profit, if not from the market ;

Question. (1) Theoretically, our
rate of the taxation of the Jand will

" be fixed by its value; and (2) as

soon 45 this principle s gﬂ:&' , the
selling va!uf dannm E& it ob- .
viously cannot be vsed as 2 gauge
to fix the land’s value and so the
fand’s value will be assessed. (4)
What I want to.get clear is how .
will the land's value be determined,
independently of sales prices, and

-separate from any return due to the
 work of the uset of the land? .

Answer, (1) Correct. We now
fix the rate of local tazation by as-
sessing the amount needed against
the real estate: value as recorded by
an assessor. Except to abolish the
taxation of improvements and other
things, and fo assess the needed ~
revenne upor land’s value, no'other
change is advocated. .

(2) Of course the selling value

of land will decline. But that will .

mean that when the next assessor’s .
valuation will have been completzd,
a still higher “rate” will be neces-
sary, and the rate should be kept
high enough to bring in the speci-
fied revenne. )

“(3) Why not? Land js daily
bought, sold and leased in every
comytiunity, and all recorded as a
guide for the assessing officials.
After the abolition of “other tava-
tion than on land values, land will
still be hought, sold and ledsed;
though generally at muoch lower
prices. 1'319;‘: h‘aviz_lga!bo assess hmé‘,ig

. an ISON erty, €
work of the locl ssscesars wil be
simplified. :

{4) Even in a community where
land sales and leeses are quite in-
frequent, thete is no trouble in de--
termining what prices should be
had for lands. If the tax took as
much as 90 per cent of the Jand
rent {and it cannot take much more
than that), land would stil have 2
determinablé selling price for the
assessing officials to _a:pp;(a.ise.

Finally, the practical result of
such perfection as might follow the
abolition of taxation, excepting only
land volues, would be to_lienit the
revenue of goyernment to its resl
need. o

A Word with You
{Continned from Colrmn One) |

miust now beg for pensions, where
is our progress?

A more convincing development
of our social sense would be a vig-
orous demand for opening the
floodgates of opportunity—an event
that would effectively wash away
the cry for the insecure “security”
of pensions. - R
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) quh_‘eal; -
Ashley Mitchell of Yorkshire, England, hon-
orary treasuzer of the International Union for
Land Valne Taxation and Free Trade, was the
speaker at a dinner meeting held eatly in Octo-

ber. In his address he gave an interesting ;ﬁ

on-the Seventh Iaternational Conference

at Swatrwick, Detbyshire, England in August.

Two besic courses and one in trade are in
progress at the Montreal extension’s new quar-
ters at 236A Wood Avenme, Strethel Waltor
the Montreal director, was forced to wvacate
earlier quatters invg;}m'l due to a 160 per cent
increase in fent. With the help of donations
which hmbe_en_cominginm’uoethsttme,md
which are siilf needed, Miss Walton was sble
1o fiegotiate the present location. o

The new school {(and be sure to wiite this
address in your address book) is pleasantly
situated directly acigss the street frou the Ro
Canadian Mounted Police. Friends and “critics”
were invited to drop io for a house warming
late in September, and the invitation read,
“from 3 p. o, to that time in the evening when
Georgists. stop arguing.”

STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGE-

* MENT, AND CIRCULATION REQUIRED BY
THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24,
1912, AS AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF MARCH
5, 1933, AND JULY 2, 1946 (Title 39, United
States Code, Section 233}

Of The Henry George News (Contipuing The Free-

rman), published monthly at New York, N. Y., for

October 1, 1949,

1. The riames and addresses of the publisher, editor, .

' mansging editor, and business are:
P\!ﬁﬁ%ﬂ, Henry George School ﬁ Social Science,
50 E, 6oth Street, New York 21, N. Y,; Editor, Alice

Flizaheth Davis, 50 E. 69th ‘Street, New York 21,

N. Y.t Publication Committee: Lancaster M. Gicene,
Chairman; Otto K. Dom and William 5. 0" Connor,
5o E. 6oth Street, New York 21, N. Y.

2. The owner is; (I ewned by 2 corporation, its
and also immedi- -

name and,address must be stated and al
ately therander the names and addiesses of stock-
holders owning or holding 1 percent of mere of total
smonmt of stock. If not owned by a corporation, the
names and add of the individua! owners must
be given. If owned by a partnership or other unin-
-corpotated rm, its name and address, as well as that
of ench individual member, must'be given.)

Henry George School of Social Science, 50 E. 69th
Street, New York 21, N. Y.

John C. Lincoln, President, 50 E. 69th Steeet, New
- Yeork 21, ML YL )

Otto K. Dorn, Vice-President and Secretary, 50 H
€0th Street, New York 21, N. Y. .

Teonard T. Recker, Treasurer, 50 B 69th Street,
New York 21, N, Y.

3. The koown bondholders, mortgagess, end other
security holders owning or holding 1 percent of
more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, ot other
securities zre: (If there are none, so state,) None.

4. Paragraphs 2 aod 3 include, in cases where the
stockholder or security holder appenrs pon the booles
of the company as trustee of in any other fduciary
relzation, the pame of the petson of corporation for
whom such trusted s acting; also the statements in
the two paragmaphs show the affiant’s full knowledge
and belief as. o the circumstances and conditions
under which stockhellers and serurity holders who
do net u the, books of the company as
trustees, Eold smgfnmd securities in @ capacity other
than that of a hona fide owner, :

5. The average pumber of copies of each issue of
this ication sold or distribnted, through the mails
oF otherwise; to paid subscribers during the 12 monihs
preceding the date shown above was:: (This informa-
tion is required from ‘;i;tlzly), weekly, semiweekly, and
triweekly newspapers L

it YA\;JCE Eurzaneri Davis,
B

ditor.
Sworn to and subscribed, before me this 30th day .

of September, 1949, .
: Crrrrone D. LummMoNg, -
‘Notary Public, State of New Yotk,
New York County Clerk’s No. 444
- (My commission expires March 39, 1956.)

Ashley Mitchell, celebrated Liberal candidste

and worsted cloth manufactarer, will address:
the second 16th-yeat Commerce and Industiy
lugrdﬁeb;;n Wednesday, November 9.

& luncheon’s guest. register
up of leaders in industry who came to hear
Samuel B. Pettengill, former Congressman, out-
line “The Grand Strategy of Freedom,” and in.
cluded Dr. Melchior Palyi, eminént economist;
Auistin Kiplinger, writer of the column, “The

Ronnd Table,” in The Chicago Jomrnal of

Commerce, and son of Washington's Kip-
linger; Jack Cornelius, president of the Juaior’
Association of Commerce and Industry; Miss
Teah 1. Anderson, educational director of
Doote, Cone and Belding, advertising; Henry
K. Holsman, dean of Chicago architects; W.
Joseph Arnold, vice ﬁmdmt,'lhel’lm Qil
Co.; and Chatles W. Nicol, past president of
the Chicago Building Congress. Harry T. Ever-
ingham, ptesident of The Everingham Co.,
publishers of The Fact Finder, was chairman.

- Copies of Mr. Pettengill’s address have been

in great demand and ace stitl availablé from the
school at 236 N. Clark Street, Chicago.

The 16th-year monthly lecture series held at
the La Salle Hotel on the last Tuesday eveniz:ﬁ-
of every month, October through May, wi
feature the following s enkers: November 29—
Dr. Hroest B. Zeisler, -“Democracy versus
Hypocrisy™; Decermber 27 — W, W. Kester,
consulting economist, La Salle Extension Uni-

. v\:tsity;é‘{l?.nmry 31 — Frank Chodorov, New

Yorl, tor, analysis; February 28 — Crai
Ralston, Madison, Wis., g}html writer
anthor; March 28—Wiihis B. Shipley, engineer,
research student in the history of property;
April 25 —7. Rupert Mason, San Frandisco,
president of the Intérnation! Union for Land
Value Taxation and Free Trade; and John C.
Weiver, Pittsburgh, secretary of the Hungr
Club, Pittsburgh’s pioneer open forum mi
downtown meéeting  for cvic and business
leaders.

“Thomas G. Deering, a lawyer, opened the
seties on October 25 with an address on Skep-

" ticism: A Discipline of the Mind.” Admission
- for single Fectures is fifty cents. A ticket for

the entite series is $3 for one, §5 for 2 couple,
Enrollinents reported in the 61 basic chisses

at the close of the first week were 207, with =

many classes reporting marked increases in the
second weels, r_lem[; var}gcd sources of the students
reflected the heterogeneous efforts ‘;g the class
promotion campaign under the leadership of
Rex Cleveland, d]mg?mn P_
Geozge F. Carbine, formerly associate di-
rector of the Henry George School in Chicage,
who recently moved to Battle Creek, Mii,
could not stay out of hamess long. He has
stacted a class which will meet every other week.
Robert ‘Tideman, education director, is
spending a month in San Francisco to counsel

. with leaders on the establishing of a full-time

extension in the city that gave birth to Progress

. wand Poveriy.

John J. Carter, senior economics research
assistant of the American Institute for Economic
Research in Great Barrington, Massachusetts,
met with school friends in Chicago on Septem-
ber 14. He told of the American Institute’s suc-
cess in reaching 250,000 customers of its sml}
lications. The fellowship program aimed af
training 2,000 economic scientists within 25
years, selects university uates for ap ino-
‘tensive two-year study of mathcmatics, semantics |

 and logic, with Progress and Powerty as the |
basic textbook, Mr. Carter said.

-

was made .

New Zealand Be

. b2 T

Of Leadership T
sst ZEALAND was talking shout the
- 4N groond debt evén before Heney George
wrote Progress and Poverty,” ssid Dr. Rolland
ORegan when interviewed recently in Den-
‘mark for the Gaﬁ:t paper, Vejen Frem. To:
day the ground debt is popnlar there because
i is practical. But we must go back a gepers-

.ton to find the reason.

New Zealand is only 100 years old, said
Dr. O'Regan, and in size about equal to Eag-
land, Scotland, Wales and a part of Ireland—
but in that territary live only 1,700,000 people.

Tt is thus a thinly populated land and there are

great uncleared areas and uncultivated

‘parts. In %ﬁ?ﬂ products, butter, bacon,

ete., New s with Denmark in
the English market, and it has in eddition a
large production of wool.

n New Zealand the ground debt discussion
started with the Liberal statesman, Sir George
G:esztwho became the country’s first Misister
of State, and who had a sharp eye for the un-
fortunate effects of land speculation. He there-
fore favored ground debt; and as early as 1896
a land-valuing department was established
which valued im agd buildings sep-
arately. That artment is still functioning,
Dr. ggﬁegun said, but the manner of vahing
is somewhat different from that in Denmark,
It is not done sinmltapecusly in the whole
country, but valuations ate re-determined every
fifth year in the individual districts.

Sir Geotge Grey and Henry George begen
correspondence in 1880; snd Henry George
sent him a copy of Progress and Poverly which
“was generously reviewed in New Zealand. They -
met in 1890 when Mr. and Mrs. George went
to New Zealand and Austealia, Sic George Grey

© was working steadily in the Parliament for re-
- peal of the pﬁty tax, and was disappointed
 Geotpe

when Henry decided against & refun

to New Zealand for a longer visit. George too,

_ Came‘r;ﬂ -Shy Trustees

 Back row - lefr to right: Dr. Geofltey W, Estey
Leonard, T. , treaswrer of the Mewx York B
of the News staff and author of “Wanted: Another
From row: William 8. O'Connor, faculty men
-—who threw up the job giving as his categorieal
- to tead; Bzra Coben, one of those teachers that even
dent of the board, John C. Lincola, the school's p1

Cwill be waiting for him with his trusty Leica on the
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lows the Mantle
day on Demark

regretted this but wrote, “Youe faith is mine.
We are: really 'living in eternity.” It may be
that we shall meet again in this world but if
not, there must be somewhere place and tme
where good men shall know each other.”

Sir George had written to Mr. George eatlier
that month saying, “You have anded 2
spark into a blaze of thought and of unselfish
conceptions which is spreading to every- par,
and ennobling countless minds.”

Dr. O'Regan’s father, Jadge P. J. O'Regan,
was another luminery in the Geotgist move-
ment & genaxatieq..aﬁu He sat for several years
in the New nd Pacliament, and his sar-
torial splendor and ing manner wete en-
thusiastically described by Msgr. L. G. Liguiti
who met him on his visit to Australiz a few

L5 _B-gD._ ) A . )
With this pmg_q‘ratbq, it is pot surprising

that when Dr. G'Regan was asked what the

common man in New Zealand thought about.

ground debt, he replied, “a great many p_ecfle
do not regard it as something which justice
demands; they view it only practicilly. They
see that for the great mujority grennd debt
means an economic advantage, that it promotes
building and that it strikes only the dgdmem
who own land and held it idle, He added that
there is practically no dissatisfaction with the
Jand value assessments; but that this is partly
due to the assessors who make it a pamnt to
reach sober and just assessments,

Asked if there was both a national ‘ground
~debt and a local one, he explained that New

Zealand has a small national ground debt

which btings in 20 million keoner a year, but
which is not. very effective, as there are many

tions. On the whole, no ground debt is
paid on ‘heldings having a land value of less
than 10,000 kronet, a.ng for holdings with a
value up to 100,000 kroner there is a deduc-
tion of 10,000 kroner. As there are many small

wpped by Arthur Lea

utee, both of the New Jersey and New York schools;
of Trustees; Lancaster M, Greane, instructor, chief
hard Cobden” in this istue, - .
2ad former boaok editor of The Henry George News
m that it kept him from reading the hooks he wanted
.other teachers like; and Otto K. Dorn, vice-presi-
at, was the only absent member; but Arthur Lea
& visit. ' oL

holdings, the national gronnd debt is not very
significasit. .

It was pointed out however that it is more .

sigaificant on the local level, since all taxes in
patishes and towns are paid as property taxes,

_ and there are no local income taxes. In some

Ehl:ccs, Dr. O'Regan szid, a percentage tax of
- sales value of the land is levied — other
places the ground rent is levied djrectly, There
are places where the property taxes est both
on ground value, and improvements and build-
ings. But more and more they are adopting
“clean ground rent,” and today 55 to 60 iér
cent of the lomlmmNpmﬂ as ground debt.

Fifty years ago it was New Zealand that was -

the pioneer, said Dr. O'Regen. Today the
whole world is waiting for Denmark; and the
progress which Denmark’s Union of Justice
makes in the coming time will not only have
significance for Denmatk, but may have im-
measurable signifiance: for the whole world.
Queting Henry George, he said, “All that is
done one place in the world for ground debt
Hag signifiance wherever anyone is working for

it.n

‘New Swedish Union Forms

INCE THE notthern Govemnmntqf—}usﬁﬁc

meeting at the close of October last year it -
. has been known that a

r of men were
working to create a Swed:
and the meeting at Seljan School two months

ago was & move forward for these plans. The ‘

result, Sveriges Rattsforbund is now an acknowl-
edged fact; the announcement thereof reads:
"On August 18 & group of those intefested
assembled at the publishing office of Nature
and Cultere in Stockholm, and after an extend-
ed disgassion resolved to form a Union of Jus-

tice of Sweden Eflnn the same principles in the.

main which ap
Denmark.”
Elected as members of management: Head-
master Johannes Hallback of Umea, chaitman;
Editor R. Hentzell of Stockholm, secretary;
and Publisher John Hansson of Steckholm,
treasucer; together with Chief Editor Eiik

y in'the Union of Justice in

Swartling and Director Stig Odman, Two alter-
~of Upp- .

nates were chosen: Gunner 1
sala and B. Larsson of Lindesherg, both stu-

-, dents.

All Danish Government-of-Justice people
will receive this annountement with gﬁdmss
and wish their Swedish friends success in the
work. A unified northern effort for. freedom
and justice will be highly significant of futnre
progress. —From Vejen Frem

- Los Amngeles
The falf term in the Los Angeles area got
off to a good start the week of September 19,

with a liltde over 300 advanced-mail enrollees

. for 14 fundamental classes and 5 advanced

classes, One of these advanced classes was nof

" scheduled by the office but was orgenized en-

titely through the efforts of Mrs. IN. Pearl Os-
borne, a graduate in the High Park area, in
whose home it is being held, It alse had no in-
stractor scheduled, the graduates prefering to
go ahead with their studies, regardless of
whether a teacher were available or not. How-
ever, one of the class members, Mrs. Helen O,
Perry of Pasadena, is very successfully serving
as .class leader. The course being studied is
Free Enterprise versus Planned Economy using
as a text Max Hirsch’s book, Demmrocracy versus
Socialism. o

fnion of Justice,

Economy is also in

Another ercouraging part of the class pro-
inotion was the co-operation received f_mm_pthc
Los Angelés Central Labor Council (represent-
ing all of the uhfons affilisted with the

term ennouncements along with its Bulletia of
the Coundl to about.1,000 Izbor leaders in the
Los Angeles area,
Pittsburgh ) :
HThere will be five Heary School of
Social Science classes in the district this month,”
we read in the Pittsburgh Press of Octaber 7.
“Sessions will be tonight at 7 p.in., Swissvale
V. P. W, Post; Monday, 8 p.m. Bakewell Bldg.;
7:30 pan, Turtle Creek Public Scheol; 11:30

e, Westinghouse Electsic plant; and Tues-

da% 8 p.m., St Michael's Russian Sdciety.”
chind- this notice is an interesting success
story for those who have watched the recent
activity of the Pittsburgh director, Richard
Howe. A few Dick Howe maxims are: labor s
po different from othet folks, ex easier to
teach with less to unlesen; find 4
shock’ them the first few lessons to keep them
coming badk; and, interest the extrovert, not the
professional stmdent, '

_ Hartford _

Nathan Hillman, director of the Hartford
extension, has been appointed Pri ing At
tumfgf_or_z kwo-year tefm by the Judges of
Harttord. This will come as good news to all
thase who ate eager to see the principles of
Georgism carried further into puszc life.

The Hastford Henry George School now has
its headquarters in a -two-room suite at &8
Farmington Avenune, Hartford; so that's an-
other item for your address books. This is the
tealization of & long cherished dream which
finally materalized -on November first. ‘Two
courses have been started in Fundamental Eco-

nomics with = total enrollment of thirty, and

an advanced coutse in T'be Science of Political

Miss V. G. Peterson, secretary of the Schalk-
enbach Foundation, New York, addressed the
Henry George Fellowship on October 28, at a
meeting in the Hotel Garde. She gave 2 eport
on the interpational conference which she at-
tended in August in her native England, and
spoke informally on conditions under sodalism,

C. Lidsted, ﬁm-gaidenz, of the Heary

Georpe Feltowship, also discussed briefly “How

to Sell Hénry George to Strangers and Friends.”
Boston '

‘The. fall term opened with 14 fandamental
classes, 2 in trade and one in political economy.
Earoliments at'the end of the third week totaled
180 students. Brockton joined the list of par-
ticipating communities with 2 class at the public
library under the leadesship of John Went-
worth. In Worcester, 7 graduates met at the
Dunbill Studios for an advanced class, and they
plan to follow this with. social problems,

On September 26, Miss Lidia Alkalay, a vol-
unteer wotker, joined the Boston staff as assis-
tant to the director. She succeeded Archie
Matteson who has replaced her in the ranks of
the volunteers.

. New York

The fall term 15 in fuli swing

with approxi-

" mately 1,000 stadents enroiled—750 in funda-

mental classes and 250 in advanced classes.

Three “advanced students” — Noah D, Al-
per, director of the 8t. Louis extension, H. Ber-
nard Goldstein, instractor at headguarters in
New York, and Arthur Lea, member of “the
headquarters. staff, are studying economics in
universities here. - -

F.of
L.} which-mailed the Henry Geotge School

e way to
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Translation from the Portuguese

HE TATUIRAS, or landowners, attached

to their lands like oysters, prociaim that
Georgism. i3 communism; and with the resist-
ance they ste offering ‘to Georgism they are
leading the world by the ciaw,

Comramnism -is & bistorical tendency which
it is folly to”combat with repression. Repres-
sion is just the dung which makes the idea
grow. Herculano expressed this-thought in fapi-

style: persecuted iden is victorious idea,
eterrial historical truth, forgotten by power. . . .
The way to fight against an ides is to hurl
against it a better-idea. Against the ides of
communism, the better idea is precisely Georg-
ism. Jf not, let us see! L
Under Georgism all men have equal rights
to the use and enjoyment of the air, the water
and the land, Fowever, each man has an ex-
clusive right to what he produces with his
labor, :
Communism adopts the ﬁtstpﬂnc;gﬁ bat
- does not accept the second. It wishes also
the product of individual labor belong in cotr-
" This gﬁ?:n. . Georgisti t

This difference causes Georgism to permil
the continuation of me_mﬁﬂw order,
which communism condemns. And as the world
is going, the only way for the existing social
order to escape destruction is to defend itself
by adopting Georgism. In a Georgist country
communism ceases to advance—the people see
no reason for it. Against cormunism, then,
there is only Georgism — which is the better

" idea. Never violence, for violence is hardly a

marvelous fertilizer. _

How mmany billions of dollars have the
Americans already spent in order to aid the
Chinese nationalists in the repression of com-
munism? These dollars have acted as a fertl-
izer, The more they ate poured into China, the
more the communists advance—to catch them!

‘Why? What is the reason thet the best
financed of all the repressions of communism
is collapsing? Because it is done by means of
violence, the only armm that ‘can do nﬂ:fht
against ideas. Mever in the world has a bullet
killed an idea.. '

Instead of meditating on this, our fatuiras

scratch their legs, and reject the only Elcr;nmu illin
which can suveg:’h'gm from the gibbet. They say
in their clubs, ** this Georgism i nonsense, it

is nothing more than pure communism.” Aod

they wink very cleverly.

The t modern nomsense is the case of
Brazil, A nation of 45 million inhabitants with
an immense territory, lives in a state of penury
worse than that of China, because China pro-
duces what it eats, and we even import almost
all that we eat — wheat, fruit, mill, potatoes,
fish and now even kidney beans. We owe the
hair on our heads; and we do not ‘pay intercst
or amortization; so that the nationdl debts

ﬁ? constantly without new money coming in.~

is is 2 country in which the majority go
“without shoes, cannot read, live on breezes and
sun, and are ever mote sick and abobalbada
{stupefied) —a country, in short, with its ed-

_tite interior transformed into a painful sick

ward of ex-mén, ex-women and shades of chil-

dren. “Brazil is a huge hospital,” Miguel
Percira, once said. This hospital is located on
. continent which has on the north 2 counfry of
the szine age that has already become the first
in the wotld in everything: and on the south 2
millionaire Argentine. In Eurdpe, during many
years, the anomalous sitnation of the Turkey of
‘Abdul-Hamid caused that country to be desig-
.nated “L’boinine malade” (the sick man) of
Emﬁ We shall end up by being L'homme
malade of the Americas, -

© Why so? :

Many know the appatent causes, but in 2
confluence of canses there is always 2 major
canse which is at the bottom.of the others and
reduces them to mere effects, It does not solve
the problem, for example, to attribute all our

les to poverty—because poverty is in its
turn the effect of some cause. What canse is
that? The fiscal regime! .

Rui Barbosa, the greatést cerebration that
Brazil has yet produced, pronounced the diag-
nosis 2 long time ago. In an asicle by Rui
sbout our %mmdal stupidity he said’ these
words which ought to be engtaved in fire ‘on
the tail of all governments:

“Our tex empiricism is & spoliative repime

The Saints, the Soil and the Centuries

. By JOHN H. RICHARDSON

PRIVA’IB_G?.M:&hip of land has been dé-
nounced 4s an evil all down the cortidors of
time; by all right thinking people. Very notice-
ably- has this he dcn:%ry some of the eacly
church fathers, Fftdkeviticus we read: “And the
Lord spake unto Moses in Mount Sinai, saying:
... the land shall not be sold forever.”
Tertullian, in the second century, said: “All
is common with us except women, Jesus was
our man, God and brother. He restored unto
all men what cruel murderers took from them by
the sword. Christans have no master and no
Christian shall be bound for bread and rai-
mant, The land is no man’s inheritance; oone

shall possess it as S
St %ﬂm‘qs in tgem m century, said: “How
far, O rich, do.you extend your senseless
avarice? Do you intend to be the sole’inhabi-
tant of the earth? Why do you drive out the
fellow sharers of nature, and claim it all for
yourselves? Nature gave all things in common

for the use of all; umjrgat_ion created private
rights. Pro hath no rights. The earth is the
Lord’s we are his offspring.” _
St. Jobr Chrysostom, in the fourth century,
said: “Tell me wheace ;\:m are tich? From
whom heve you received? From your grand-

father, you say; from your father? Are you

able to show, ascending in the order of genera-
tion, that that possession is just throughout the
whale series of preceding generations? Its be-
ginning and root grew necessarily out of in-
justice, why? Because God did not make this
men rich and that man from the begin-

- ning. Nor,- when he created the wortld did he
allot treasure to one man and forbid another
to seck any, He gave the same easth to be culti-
vated by all,”

These statements make it plain that some of
the church fathers had 2 vety clear idea about
the infquity of the practice of allowing private
property in land. :

i

of bleeding which the most vigorous mation in
the world could not resist. Fiscel slavety, de-
vel«:ﬁed with a buichery ever more voracious.
by the union, by the states and by the munici-
palities, does as much toward the y of
our pational organism as did' Negro slavery,
except that it i3 more obstinate and more
stuptd. The fury of Cgro_te‘dianism,—- the taxing
of ‘exports, and the chronic unconstitutionality
of interstate taxes, are three systematized sui-
cides to which Brazil delivers itself iopeni-
tently, bat consoled, like the maniacs of alcohol,
opium or cocaine. '

“Good then is the movemetdt that is devel-
oping among us for the adopton of the land-
value tax. In it will lie salvation, Tt will be the
calmest and most beneficent of all revolutions.” .

The wonder of genius! .

In less than a hundred words, Rui Barbosa
says, in Egerfei:t synthesis, what prior stadents
bave tried to sty in hundreds of articles, .

But what good did it do? What good did it
do that alteady in 1917, thicty years ago, our
greatest genius gave to the public his synthesis?
In spite of his words, our “tax echpiricism”
continnes, Until today, taxation in Brazil has
not been studied in the light of science.

The-“speliative bleeding’” continues, because
our fiscal regime does not collect the money of
the tax only, it -collects his blood - the
blood indispensable for his life. And from this
absordity comes the anemiz of the country.

The “fiscal slavery”” continnes, “developi
with-a b ever 1oore voracious,” and Rui
at that time could not foresee that the fiscal
slavery, alteady monstrous, would be multiplied
by ten duritj the Gefulino 15-year pe':ioi"

The “atrophy of the mational osganism™ con-
tinues, ever more furiously, with the pretext of
protecting the workingman, when in reality it
profits only a handful of sharks. .

And Brazil continues to live “impenitently,”
i.e, without correcting itself, within this sui-
cidel fisral regime. Impenitent and “consoled,”
that is, consoling itself with the buffoonery of
the bymn which they cram into the pooc chil-
dren, so that they become as idiotic s
their elders, They console themselves with the
foolishness that "God is Brazilian,” and with
the even greater foolishness that “planting gives
wealth” — for without Lilling the ant, the tax
that falls upon production, no ‘advantage is
gained by planting nor giving. That ant eats
everything, AR .

- Bui, Rui, how great you were and of how
little use! Stultified from colonial days onward
by the monstrous exchequer, the country neither
read you nor heard you, and if it read and
heard. you, it was even worse, because it taok
no account of your words. . | .

And the Great Crisis is arriving . . . and the

~Great Hunger will create the only line we are

lacking — the soup line. Good soup, at least?

Nothing doing! o )

* The presidency of Getulio Vargas, !

The author, Monteiro Lobato, in i

booklet “Geargisme e Communismo™ pro-
ceeds from this modest beginning to set
forth Henry George’s teachings, We are
indebted to €. Matthew Osslas, cur cheer

~ ful translator, whe produced the above in’
the heat of last sunmmer, “after hours,”
when ki dutios as & transiator in ihe Trv-
ing Trost Company were finished, -
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Jamies F. Lincoln Predicted
Tough Rivalry in Industry,

After Recent European Tour

113 E CANNOT an-
swer FEuropean

competition with the type
. of p%gﬁgra.m which has pre-
cipitatéd the present crip-
- pling strikes. We cannot go
in the direction of shortex
hours, higher wages and
less wodk. As we do, we
.. make ourselves vulnerable
to an attack on our industries whichk will be
just as effective in wiping them out as would
be an atomic bomb.” o

‘This opinion was voiced by James F. Lincoln,
nationally known industrialist and president of
the Lincoln Electric Company in an interview
published in the Cleveland Plein Dealer, Octo-
ber 7, 1949, o

Mr. Lincoln, who was in Bngland at the time
the Pritish announced theic decision to dzva!uc
the pound sterling by 3014 per cent, said that
Eu:cﬁ:c’an indus}:g’g is now almost comtgietely ab-
sorbed with its task of supplying the seller’s
martket which still exists in those countries.
That Borope will aggressively be sceking other
markets “some day cza hardly be questioned.
When that happens he says we will be in for
some tough competition. -

Foreshadowing this possibility is an event
which recently occurred in Cleveland. The city
wished to purchase a new turbo generator for
the municipal power and light plant. The low-
ost bid recéiv:g? was from a Swiss concern and
was approximately $1,000,000. The pearest bid
from a United Statés roacern was §$1,500,000.
The coptract went to Switzerland, 2. country
which has practically no natural resources and
has to import the material.

Mz, Lincoln said a United States oil concern
had recently puichased five tankers built in
Holland shipyards at 2 price quoted as approxi-

mately half of what was asked in this country,

‘Three segm te shipyards in Holland, Belginm
and England are bﬁ filling marine orders for
Argentina, he added. .

His figares on factory wage levels in these
foreign countries were acquired first hand from
executives of industries he visited on his tour,
The general answer to his question on average
wapes in. Holland was “a guilder ap hout,” A
guilder is worth a%:ro:ématgly 25 cents in
American money under the devalued currency

exchange rate. In France the average hourly

wage is 125 francs, or about 28 cents. )

Whether these wage scales will result in a
flood of low-griced_ foreign goods into this
country depends on the-attitude of manufac-
turers abroad, My, Lincoln said. Although they
have not yet takeh aggressive steps in this di-
rection thete are indications that they aze be-
coming increasingly export-minded.

He said that in faeeting this competition we
have three alternatives. We must raise tariff
bariess, reduce wage levels vatil the differential
lacgely disappears, or maintain preseat wage
levels and increase the productivity per ‘man
hour in cur industries, - ¢

The last of these three is of course the most
logiczl and will result in maximum happiness

for all concerned. It is also the answer which

is the soundest economically, .
The most important thing in determining
prices which the ultimate consumer must pay is

_ment in

PLAIN TALK 4

HE 30 PER CENT devaluation

| in the dollar exchange value of
the d sterling is another ex-
amplz of the measures which un-
sceupulous officials use to keep them-
selves in power. Devaluation is a
desperate expedient wsed to cheat
creditors, delude labor and give
windfall profits to debtoss. To cred-
itors, devaluation.is like a seitle- N
y. The real reason for British
devaluation was to enable the socialistic gov-

" ernment to dishonor the pation’s promises to
millions of life insurance owners and others

who had sacrificed their right to consume in the
past in exchange for promises of payment later.

Devaluation is also a temporary medns of re-
ducing real wapes without mcurring the oppe-
sition which would resndt if wages were cut by

" edict. Britain's economy, under socialism, can-
not compete with nations operating under a.

freer economy. By thus forcing greater aus-
terity upon her citizens, she will temporarily
be sble to compete a little better. Since devalu-
ation does not create a greater incentive for
workmen to increase their production, its effect
can only be very temporary and merely post-
poné the day when Britain will demonstrate,
effectively we hope, that socialism in anything
but 2 totsliterian siate, cannot begin to pro-
duce enongh to keep the people alive.
Meanwhile we can hope that the U. §. will
peofit by England’s experience, Despite Secre-
taty of the Treaswry Snyder's statement that
“there is not going to be change in the

dollar value of gold” in the U. §. there is .

plenty of reason -to believe that our govern-
ment, guilty of many of the practices that are
rapidly rining England, will -eventually use
the same method fo escape the necessity of mak-

not the wape rate per hour, said the incentive
author. The most important thing is the num-
ber of pieces produced in an hour far which
wages are paid. The mote that is prodoced the
lower Is the cost pet piece. Lower costs tean
lower prices. C "

That the wage rate per hour is not important
in determining price is well illustrated by the
Lincoln Company's
markets, Enropean welding industries, despite
an. advantage of a wage differestial of 7 to 1, at
Ppresent cannot compete in this country because
of low productivity. On the other hand The
Lincoln Electric Company which -pays one of
the highest wage rates in the world can go in-
to those foreign countries and in the face of a
100 per cent duty still undersell the welding
equipment menufactured in’those countries.
The only reason the Cleveland company can do
this is because of its high rate of productivity
which, measured in terms of dollar sales, is
approximately $30,000 per man per year. This
rate of production is roughly four times greater
than that of other electrical manufacturees in
this country. .

The system of incentive management which
creates a healthy, free enterprise, demacratic
working- condition in industty is America’s
answer and Lincoln Elecisic’s answer] to Eu-
yope. It is the answer of how to pay high wages
and maintain low prices, . '

. Capone might have

erience with foreign

ing good on its impossible to fulfill
commitments. - :

. attemnpt to steal from the more prov-
ident citizens of a nation, is not 4s

: these citizens are older
ple. Because they have been pru-
ﬁ:.f, they are often envied by those

not in good health and often do not vote. Most
of them will soon die anyway. To injure them

does not briug. the repercussions that politicians -

fear. Other principal beneficiaries of life insur-
ance policies, trust funds, pensions, etc. are

women and children. Unorganized and many of |

them too young to vote, they do not constitute
2 pressure group that can compete with the
Iabor or farm bloc. '
Since devaluation gives a temporary wind-
fall ll;;lokﬁt to those who owe money and since
the of active voters in. any nation have

~made financial commitments, politicians find
it relatively easy o procure their assent to 2 -

scheme which temporarily lessens their prob-
lems, By such scheres politicians, who have
committed their government to programs which
cannot be made to work, give themselves a
temporary reprieve against that fatal day when
“the piper must be paid.” In Britain devalua-
tion I prolong the socialistic government
by. the simple expedient of stealing billions of
pounds worth of punrchasing power from that
minority which has been sufficiently provident

-not te spend everything as it was earned,

_ Because the effect of this of theft is not
felt as quickly as one of sigr:r magnitude by
a gang of thugs in 2 daylipht robbery, the
“super-thieves” will probably get away with it
But the act is no less immoral than one Al
; rpetrated had ke been
permitted to organize his in every cty in
the United States. e 7y
Devaluation and similar “soper-robberies” by
public officials will continue as long a5 so many
Emt’)plc expect government to help them steal
rom those whose frugality makes progress pos-
sible, Attitndes recently publicized by the
leaders of organized labor in our steel industry
are typical. These leaders contend that the cit-
zens who have saved and thus ided the
tools and factoties needed to aid Iabor earn
bigger wages must also assume other responsi-
bilities with r to these labofers which
need not be assumed by those who have been
neither provident nor helpful to labor. Oaly
by realizing the futility of trying to gain wealth
by force, rather ‘than production, can we hope

. to escape the fate of Brikin,

Jerome Joachim studied the incentive
plan at Lincoln Electric Company three
Fears ago and in 1947 announced to the

" mer in his peblishing plant aé Berwyn,
THinois that 55 per cent of the value of the
wirrk hied gone in direct wages. Overheadd
charges had also ameunted to 55 per cent,
resulting in & 10 per cent loss, The ncen-

. tive system which was decided upon and

- installed by mutusl agr t, inex 1
the production so greatly that by the end
of the year each man's wages inercased 40 .
per cent, By the end of 1948 they bad
donbled, ) .

Goachin

Devalvation, which is merely an

litically dapgerous as it seems.
tof

lessﬂEUvidcnt} Many of them are )
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The Wit and Wisdom
Of John Dewey
QOuolations arranged under major topic héad-

ings. Bdited by -A. H. Jobnson. Boston: The
Beacon Press., 120 pp. $2. '

John Dewey's 00th bitthday on October 20,
1949, was celet virtially on an interns-
tional basis. And while we cannot adequately

“tribute here to the matchless contribution

e has made, we remind Henry George News
readers that Johe Dewey is the honorary presi-
dent of the Henty George School, whao has
provided some of our choicest quotable judg-
ments about Henry George. “It would require
less than the fingers of the two bands to enu-

metate those who from Plato down rank with

him,” is a frequently quoted statemient among
Georgists. -
e of the ﬂ}:hﬂcsopher’s
views. is afforded in The Wit and Wisdom o
obn Dewey where a “'striking mixture of bril-
iant, stimolating insights and penctrating
irony” are presented tepically. = -
Brief statements on social philosophy and
education, will be especially appealing to
ists, Under the first of t%ese topics we read:
“We have talked a great deal about democracy,
and now for the first titme we bave to make an
effort to find out what it is™ And’again: “The

oitly ones who have the right to cfiticize 'radi-

cals’ . . . are those who put as much effort into
reconstruction as the rebels ate putting into de-
struction.” - - - d

In his field of t eminence, education,
we find this cleac.statement from the philoso-
pher who believés in action and integration as
well as in thought: "It is as if no one could be
educated is the full sense nntil eveiyone is de-
veloped beyond the reach of prejudice, ste-
pidity, and apathy.” o -

A volume much lasger than the present one
would be required to represent all facets of this
vital American mind. Since Professor Dewey's
views on political economy were omitted from
this collection of Wit and Wirdom, probably in

the interest of brevity, we take this opportunity |

to tecall a few of them here. .
Some years ago, speaking over a radio stgtion

.in New York, John Dewey said, "I de not

cleim that George's remedy is & panacea that
n;ﬁ' f all oor ailments, But I do

. vise you to come with m )
rest until the Corn Law is repealed.’ I ed

.apt and homely illustration. He made

. (Contiasied jrom Page One)

- ‘income, while the effect of the taz on the

family of the laboring man was nat less than
20 per cent. A fact of this kind left 2 sting in
the minds of his hearers. Cobden's persuasive
appeals to logic continued through the yeats,
but he had an ald frieod, a weighty Quaker
from Rochdale, whe had greast influence
through his ability to sway men with emotions
as well as argument, Hig name was John Bright.

In the fall of 1841 Cobden Wﬁt;i:;}a visit
ohn Bright whose yonng wife lay dead up-
gtai:& Bx%léht' Tater J;:(:lmm‘ke_ﬂ, “Mr. Cobden
called upon me as his friend and addressed me
as you might suppese with words of condol-
ence. After a time he. looked. up and said,
“There_are thousands of houses in England at
this moment where wives, mothers and: chil-
dren-are dying of l;tll_‘lger. Nuw,dwlfm t&% jir;.'.

roxysm of your grief is passed, I wo 1.
o "to come with. me,Paand we will never

his invitation. I felt in my conscience that there

wis 3 work.which somebody mnst do . . "
For the next five years Bright said that they
devoted themselves without stint for every
working hour to the discussion of this question.
- The picture of these two plain business men

Jeaving. theit homes and busiesses, going up

znd down the conntry-to convert the nation,

"had about it something of the -apostolic It

caught the public imagination. It dramatized
em%]?mic,' .?'L'l‘ples so that everyone -discussed
the Corn Laws and tariffs.” Cobden combined
fervor and imagination with :logic. He sifted
interviews and correspondence all day long,

alert for 4 uscful fact, 2 telling ithustration, or &

new fallacy to expose. -

‘The secret ;’foﬁ Richard Cobden, scorss of
people agreed, was persuasiveness, He made his
way to. men’s minds and hearts by simplicity,
earnestness and convickion, with a facility for
de his argu-
ments edsy of admission and undenizble. Men

claim that we cannot

) get rid ‘of our basic
troubles without it -

In “An Appreciation of Henry George”

written by John Dewey just 22 yeafs ago, he
stated that, “no-man, no graduate of a higher

. ‘educational institution, has 2 right to regard
. himself as an educated man in social thought

unless he has some first-hand intance with
the theotetical contribution of this great Ameti-
‘can thinker [Heary Georgel]. S
John Dewey believes it is 2 poor version of
George's ideas which insists onfy uponi the ma-
terial effect of increase of population in pro-
ducing the matetial or monete incremment in
the value of land. He sees in Henry George 2
thinker who placed “his emphasis upon ideal
factors: of life, upon what are soretimes called
the impondembles.”
" In the closing paragzaph of the “Apprecia-
tion,” John Dewey summarized Henry George:,

“*“There have been economists of great :eE_:he '

who in their pretension to be scientific have
ignored the most significant elements in human
pature. There have others who wete emo-
tionally stifted by social ills and who proposed
owing schemes of betterment, hut who passed
ightly over facts. It is the thorough fusion of
insight into actual facts 2nd forces, with recog-
nition of theic beafing upon what makes hu-
man life worth living, that constitutes Henry
George one of the wotlds great sociel philoso-
phers. . . -

W@-@nted’: _Anaﬁkgéy; -Ric?zia?d Cé-&dms

were aftracted by his' mental alactity, and by
the instant readiness with which he, turned to
grappie with 2 new objection. He ‘was never at
a lass and -he never. hesitated. Disfaeli -called
this “Cobden’s saunciness.” It was effective be-
cause it sprang not from presumption but from
mastery of the subject. - . L

Smart journalists often disparaged Cobden
;L & common, manufacturer without an idea in

is head beyond buying in the chespest market
and selling in the dearest. The nfo?; refined
man of letters in Europe, however, Prosper
Merimee, saw a great deal of him at Cannes
one winter. “Cobden,” he wrote to an intfmate,

aer

i 2 mnan of extremely interesting mind; quite

‘the opposite of an Eaglishman, in this respect,

that you néver hear him talk commenplaces and
that he has few prejudices.”

- Cobden spoke vigorously sgainst what he
called the land-tax fravd, or evasions. of land
value taxes, from time to time; but he believed
with Bacon that if you have a-hindful of
‘triths you should open but one finger at 8
time. The finger which he open was al-
ways pointing the possible benefits that would
acciue thtough repesl of the Corn Laws.

He asked all to conttibute time and mohey
in- order to save the rest from. confiscation,
“There are not & hundred men in the Com-
mons,” he said, “or twenty in the Lords, who
at heart ate anxious for total repeal [of tariffs].
They arz doerced by the out-of-doors opinion.
The only way in which the soul of a great na-
tion can’ be stirred is by app:a_ﬁng'tﬂ‘it;_ sy~
pathies with a troe principle in its noalloyed
simplicity,” Such was the faith of this remaik-
eble man, and he continually dramatized it by -
his uiterances. . o

In 1844 Richard Cobden had reminded the
House that Ircland had levied an import duty
of 18 shillings en every quarter (8 bushels) of
foreign wheat. Would it be believed that 2
couptry petiadically on the verge of famine had
a law virtually prohibiting’ the importation of
bread? In 1845 the potato crop failed in Ire-
land, the crisis was upon them, and repeal was
inevitable. Cobden, called upon that same year
to make an important speech before Parliarent,
felt nervous and uncertain, but a friend assured
him that this netvousness would wear off, and
it did. He threw himsslf into the fasmiliar argu-
ment and delivered-a-powerful address. Wﬁi
he sat down, Sir Robert Peel, who, a5 head of
the government, had been toking notes to
answer him, crumpled up his papers and seid to-
his assistant, “"You many answer him, I cannot.”

Probably there never was an ecohomic ot
political issue on which the average Englich
citizen was s well educated. When finally on
June 26, 1846 Peel's delayed repeal was passed,
he stated that this 1 of the Corn Laws.
was a tribute to Richard Cobden’s "reason and »

eloquence.”

Dgabden did the impossible, and he did it in
seven years, Faced with a choice between bank-
ruptey or the sarrender of his cause, he did not
hesitate t6 sacrifice his business. While he did
not solve the real problem of the Enclosures -
(10,000,000 acres grabbed noblemen and
their friends) he did point a method == the

“widespread education of business men. Now, &

hundred year later, we have a permanent pro-
gram in adult edueation through the Henry
George School of Social Science with branches
in 22 American cities. One of these days, per-
haps very soon, a successor to Cobden or Bright
may step out of our classes.




