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The | Seiienﬁﬁc Method and Economics

AN I8 different, fundameatally different
£ from ‘anima] life. Man learns by experience

and transmits that learning to his fellows and.

his offspring. Man has the capacity to open the
doors of his mind, to let in the new ideas, to
abandon the old and unserviceable ideas, to re-
cord his experichce, and, by all these means, to
tom time to hiz advantage. Unlike the adimals,
time has significance for man becanse man can
command the experience of the past and use it
in the present.

Thus we sce that there is 2 vast gulf between
man and the animals, a gulf in the sense of an
apparently unbridged and uabridpeable gap.

Man is like ‘plant and animal fife in that he fs, -

like them, an energy binder; like the animals,

man also is a space binder; but, uanlike the-

other forms of life, only man is a fHime binder.

“The ability to Iearn from expesience and to’

teach future generations implies the ability to
learn and to teach what is false as well as what

is true. Man would not be 4 time binder if he

could find only the cortect answers, If some in-
fallible instinct led him always to the tmth.

But the question arises — what do we mean
by knowledge? or, preferably, what is knowl-
edge? .
acquire an extensive understanding of the re-

lationships between events, and an ability to-

apply this understanding in the practical con-
trol of futnre events, without any general agree-
foent on what knowledge is. Even today the
rhilosophers cardnet agree among themselves on
a.ni consistent nsage of the word “lknowledge.”
_John Dewey and Arthwr Bentley, in their
Knowing and the Known, have this to offer
about knowledge: . .

“In curreot eseployment this word is too wide
and vague to be a name of anything in pasticu-
lar. The butterfiy knows' how to mate, pre-
sumably without leatning; the dog knows its
master through learning; man ‘knows' through
learning how to do an immense number of
things in the way of arts or ahilides; he also

. ‘knows' physics and 'knows' mathematics; he
knows that, what, and how. It should require

only a moderate acquaintance with philosophical’

literature to observe that the vagueness and am:

biguity of the word “knowledge’ accounts for a-
nuraber of the™aditional ‘probiems’__

far
calied the problem of knowledge.”

Men can be said to konow whatever their
behaviors in specific environments indicate. The
primitive medicine man may be said to know
that his mumbe-jumbo and ritual will cure
cholera just as you may be said te know that
the services of a madern physician will be more
effective. In both instances, what is known was
learned, can be taught, and is reflected in perti-
nent action. "

How, then, may we differentiate between the

primitive medicine man’s knowing and that'

which we should attribute to a modern scientist

such as Bronislaw Malinowski? Is it merely the |

popular fashion to regard Malinowski's know-

. . Apparently man has been able to-

By E. C. HARWQOD

ing more favorbly? Are knowing and the
koown like women's hats, snbject to extraordi-
nary changes in fashion without apparent thyme |
or reason? . . . Or is there some means of test-
.ing the various modes of knewing in order to
ascertain their usefulness? .
We now apfprmch the most significant and

exciting part of the adventure on which we have
embarked, Man the time binder has at last dis-
covered a means for testing his knowing, He
has not discovered TRIFTH in capital letters

with which his knowing can be compared; he-

has not discovered a new deity whose disciples
or earthly representatives can provide the in-
fallible answers to man’s questions; in shott,
man has found, not the geal for which he
sought, but. 2 road that seems to Jead forward.
Enstead of the original goat of perfect and final
knowing, which mevitably would have meant
the end of all incquiry, man has found = broad
highway leading on into the unforeseeable fu-
tare. No final goalis in sight, but each step
along the new road called the scientific method
reveals new progress in knowing.

The scientific method refers to inquiry for
the purpose of obtaining - knowledge. This
method involves the use of certain tools.

Logic, which is one of the tools, is the theory
of inquiry. Like all useful theories, it has been

“developed by analyzing actual events, in this if-

stance the actual conduct of inguires. ln the
course of man’s long search for knowledge,
many inquiries have been successful, and many
athers have been wnsuccessful. Study of . both
has made possible the formulation of general
rules or guides, which constitute the developing
theory of inquiry, or logic. I

Mithematics, also a principal tool, is, in
effect, a part of the logic tool for which 4 short-
hand symbolization has been devised. Mathe-
matics serves not only as a means of analyzing
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tion.

the relationships between data already assembled
‘but also a5 2 méans of suggesting possible re-
Iationships and therefore of directing the in-
quity to new data or relationships not previ-
ously investigated.

Janguage tool is nsed as a means of de-
scribing the problem involved and of record-
ing observafions, hypotheses and their logicat
implications, findings and conclusions. When .
properly used, the language tool makes possible
the construction of a word picture that cot-
rectly represents the steps in the inquiry (much
as a map represents ground featutes) so that
other qualified observers may verify the proce-
dure by going over the ground covered and so
that whoever is intetested in the research may
be informed regarding the results thereof.

The steps involved in application of- the scien-
entific method may be described as (1)} aware-
ness of a problem situation; (2) preparation of
a tentetive statement of the problem and its
‘possibie solution; that is, a tentative but partial
Bypothesis; (3) further observation, reasuring,
recording, and anzalysis of the pertinent facts or
events; (4) refinement 2nd possible reformula-
tion of the hypothesis; (5) analysis of the logi- -
cal implications of the hypothesis; (6) test or
verification of the hypothesis by comparison of
the logical implications based thercon with
actualosi:vclopments, which preferably are the
tesults of carefully controlled expetiments; snd
(7) publication of the data, findings, and con-
clusions in order that other qualified scientists
may independently check and verify the results,

The scientific method is, aond spparently al-
ways will be, in the process of development.
Thus far in the history of mankind, this method
is the only way of seeking for knowledge that
(1)} tends to result in agreement among quali-
fied chservers as to what may be classified as
robable knowledge, (2) usually provides 2
sis for predictions, and {3) consistently, but’
not invariably, facilitates control of the actual
course of cvents and thereby provides a sola-
tion of the problem.

We turn now to an aspect of this subject of
tpore immediate interest. What abont the appli-
cation of this method to the science of eco-
nomics? , . . Most of you, are infetested in
Henry George’s wreiting in the field of eco-
nomics. I shall assume that you -are familiar
with his volume Progress and Poverty. This is
one of the great works of man, an enduring
monurment to the {ime-binding potentialitics of .
our formy of life. I am quite willing to accept
Jehn Dewey's . evaluation of George in the
words, Tt would require less than the fingers
of the two haads to enumerate those who, from
Plato down, rank with Hedry George ameng
the world's social philosophers.” I assume that
John Dewey had in mind the criteria of the
modern scientific method when he- made this
statement, and I know of no man better quali-
fied than John Dewey to offer such an evaha-
{Continuied on Page Three)
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A Wﬁﬂ, .
With You

By ROBERT CLANCY

A friend writes: “T've been citi-
cally watching our literature (ie.
Georgist literature) for some time
.. . Whenever exiphasis is placed
on altering conditions, it is always
on what the govermmoent or the
state should do—never, so far as 1
can recall in any ode instance, om
what the individual should do-—ex-
cept, of course, buy our literature
and swell the attendance of our
schools . . . Even when, 2 couple of
years back, Highland landless crof-
ters ‘squatted’ on the lands stolen
from their grandfathers, and were
subjected to official persecution, our
literature did nothing to encourage
these men in the exercise of their
natoral rights.”

If my friend means that we are
not telling individnals to assert, as
individuals, their oatural right to
land, then we bad better examine
this defection of ours. ) -

First, ‘we must show individaals
what their natural rights are. A

-tabble-rouser could sey: “You have

no house. That man hass a house,
You have a right to go in aad take
over.”” That is & false idea —and

making the distinction clear is a .

matter of education. -
Offering a course of action to in-
dividuals involves 2 responsibility.
If action is urged that runs counter
to the laws of the land, and such
acton is met with ishment,
what is the answer of him who did
the urging? That the laws are
wrong? Then the laws ought to be
changed, and this becomes a mat-

ter that must be appealed to the

people — eventually to the govern-
ment. ’
- This does not rule out those

" brave decds of individusls who de-

fy an oppressive order — a William
Tell, a Robin Hood, a Christian
martyr. But such deeds dre matters
of intense personal conviction—and
none of those heroes asked anyone
clse to pull their chestmuts out of
the fire. .
Sup ‘we were to encourage
some g?xsslgss persont or persons to
illegally ocoupy a, piece of unused
land privately. held, Would the
right to land that should be recog-
nized then be asséfted? Not unless
all men were accorded the same-
right — otherwise it would just be
another special privilege. Also, the

" exercise of the right to land in-

volves the payment of rent to
society. But today society doesn't
seem to be interested in that rent
We bad better educate society!
1 do believe, however, that when
such instances octur as’ Highland
(Cominued in Column Three)

Gems for Georgists
" By NOAH D. ALPER

“What's the only form of taxation that will not restrict production
ot decrease the income of labor?"—From a term examination paper given
at a university in St. Lonis. . )

Megr. L, G Ligoiti Speaks .

“Dempcragy and - Christianity mast work together to offer the
world's farmers 2 new system of land use to counteract Communist
‘agrarian reform’ . . . The major problem of the world today is & prob-
lem of the land and the people of the land. The land is not used as-
well zs it should be used, -

“Seventy per cent of the people in the world are farmers or peasants.
But they are the onies who ‘own the least land. They are the ones with
the .poorest housing, and & high percentage of farm and péasant people
age illiterate . . . It is no-wonder that Communists now devote the major
share of their effort to converting farmers, and peasants.” :

. Major A. W. Falvey of Omaha, Nebraska sétit it this clipping from
the Omaha World Herald. Msgr. Ligutti addréssed the Consumers Co-
operative. Association meeting in Kansas City in December.

Social Termites at Work

“Robert Gerholz, of Flint, offered the Fconomic Clab 2 Geosge
definition of Utopin . . . comipounded on 1931 wages, 1932 prices, 1929
dividends and 1910 taxes, Dreamer " o

“This 'dig’ given to the very influential Detroit Economic Club,”
says Robert Benton, Detroit extension director, “is an attempt to turn
people away from George with jekes.” But maybe it’s not such a bad
way of picturing prosperity under Henry George’s theory at thatl

: Bymptems of Land Infecfion . :

Peter Otway Smithers, Coriservative member of the British Paria-
ment, said [St. Louis Staz-Tifves, Januacy 5, 1951} “The world stroggle
is above all for people and patural resources™

: T B Plevibos Taum? -

“Jeremiah. T. Brosnan,’ comptroller of Columbia Steel Taok Com-
pany, testified today in the income tax cvasion trizl [Kansas City,
Missouri} of George R-Clatk, former Jackson county assessor; that pay-
ments totzling more than $9,000 were tmade to Joseph R. Cusack to ob-
tain lower county tex assessments.

“James H. Hatch, vice president of Union Wire-Rope Corporation
testified his firm paid C more than $41,000 from 1944 through
1948 to obtain lower tax assessments, ‘The fees were one half the amount
of tax that Cusack saved for the firm, Hatch said."—From St. Louis Post
Dispatch, January 16, 1951, - . '

. Riatorial to Think WHL '

“ “The idea of Commerntary, saps Editor [Elliot E.} Cohen, was ‘not
to tell Ie what to think but to give them the material to think with
... "We thiok of ourselves as trying to be the best possible teacher tallk
ing to the best possible student . . . Education is slow, but what is
faster?” “—Time magazine, Japuary 19, 1951

Raymond Clapper, famous columaist, ance said something ke this:
“Don't under estimate the people’s bility to think bat don’t over esti-
mate their information.” - ’ . :

To induce basic and correct premises as stasting points from which
to think is the goal of education in the science of economics,

' A Wildeat and Badivm . E

“A long-lost Ozatk’s cave, believed to contain valuable radio-active
ore, has been located, and digging or blasting to reach it will begin
soon,” states an item in the 5t. Louis Globen%_emocmt of Jamuary 17,

" Shares of the Radium Spring Mineral Water Company in over-the-
counter transactions have gone up frons #1 a share to §1.25. "Nine days
of hunting the cave with electrical resistivity tests proved successful.”

~ The cave, it seems was first found in 1879, Three farmers foliowed
2 dog which had chased a wildcat into a cave and emerged sorme dis-
tance away, and saw inside, pillars of glittering crystal. All three be-
came ill and one died later of sores similar to burns. Ancther fasmer got
into 2 quarrel over the title to the eave and sealed it up. Before that
however, samples had been tested by Arkansas geologists who believe it
may be radium. ’ .

“The supreme court ruled that price-cutting in good fajth to meet

: cémpetiﬁm: is not a violation of the antitrust laws . . . the heart of our

national economic policy long has been faith in the value of competi- -
tion.” William E. Clement sent this from the New Orleans Tithes-
Picayune.

. question to be

C«fwﬂ.@gmg

By MENRY L. T. TIDEMAN

The question this month is coo-
tained in the following letter {rom
Nozh D. Alper of. St. Louis:

In the November,- 1950, News the

estion is asked in the Fcono-quiz

uma, “Why cannot a planted crop be
acconnted capital, defined as wealtlh: in
the course of cxchange, from planiing
time until # comes into the possession
of the consumer?”

The answer is given, as "Were the
rmatively answered,
then in the guestion before us, reat and

interest along with wages would have to
be considered as drawn from capital; for

would each be a pat of the crop.”

- admiit being puerled at this answer
and as long as I doubt I shall consider
such a planted crop as capitsl, as wealth
not vet in the hands of the consumer.
Why would such a concept involve the
thought that “rent and interest along
with es” are drawn, from capital?

If distribution is mede during the
growing protess sale, only current
values, less speculative possibilities, ate
involved, If distribution occurs at the
time of sale, sssuming the crop is such
as to meet obligations and not to involve
losses due to certain risk elements or
poor farming, then capital is replaced,
the tent given up, and the net distriba-
ted as wa, interest, There is no
less capi '
1f the net is reinvested there s an
increase of capital, The total fasm proce
ess Cohsi , capital may be shifted to
the planted crop from other sitaations.
For current expenses the farmer may
borrow on his growing crop in which
the” tapitat of othets” teplacsy bis own
The laadowner, the worker and the capi-
tal owner, one or different people, may
all consider the crop as capifa) until they
make cthet decisions. . .

Anrwer. A brief suggestion is of-
fered in reply. As labor produces it,
weajth autematically falls inte the
distributive categories: wages and
interest” {plus rent, if zoy}. Nons
of it should.be treated of as a fac-
tor of production until it can be
considered as having been graduat-
ed from thése categoties.

To illusteate—part of the grow-
ing crop will be an increment of
interest originating from the capital
used in its production. Such inter-
est is not & return for the use of the
crop. 1 will concede that the crop
can become capital. The roducer
may change the form of his wages
by selling the growing crop. Then,
having been placed into the course
of exchange and giving the buyer
the advantage of present over fu-
ture use — thus comménding inter-
cst—ithe crop becomes capital,

(Continred from Colamn One}
crofters squattdng or Italian peas-
ants entering unused cstates, or
Pennsylvania miners operating aban-
doned mines, it does present an ap-

: portunity to s}[nzaic ont on behalf of
o

the rights man and to show
society how to correct its mistakes.
{If my friend will again peruse oor
literaturs, he will surely find some-
thing of the sort.)
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The Scientific Method
. 'y  EDN -,
And ECOoONnonmics
(Continued from Pape One)
- ’s great coptribution to the
- scientific advance iw the ficld of economics was
" his analysis of what may be called the civiliza-
tion cycle, Although, as one -wha is trying to
apply the modern methods of- science, T must
concede that any hppothesis is subject to amend-
ment aid improvemeni, 1 find it difficalt to be-
. licve that future -modifications of Henry
© George's principal thesis will ‘alter ity general
. natore, . .

FPrancis Nei]scm,-as you may recall, wrote an.

interesting essay, “Henry George, the Scholar.”
In it he remarked, “. . . I am more and more
impressed with the fact thet George reveals in
it | Progress and Poverty] oot only a tenacity of
purpose, but a thoronghness of teview which
covers all the known works of the chief econo-
mists who wrote in English during the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.” 8

And it was not only the writings of econo-
rmists that George reviewed: he must have pe-

e msed almost inoumerable- historical volumes

and related social studies. It would be bard to
find, I think, an author who had so thoroughly
searched the accumnulated results of man’s time-
binding efforts in an atterpt to ascestain the
facts involved in-the great scope of his problem.
From time to time we at the Institote recetve
letters from Ienry George enthusiasts, and this
question is often asked: “Why, if yoa are con-
vinced that George's work on the dvilization
© cycle is of fundamental importance, do you not
concentrate all your effort on teaching the eco-
nomic theories he clucidated? wi cﬁvot

enthusiasts even go so far as to urge, "Because
certain economic maladjustmenis described by
Henry Geotge must be corrected if Western
civilization is to survive, all other economic
problems are of lesser importance aad should
be ignored until the fundamental maladjust-
ment is corrected.” .

Our comment regarding such views is that

" they are not in accordance with the modern”

-methods of science. Precisely why this is so
perha?s can be explained most cleatly by the
use of a simple analogy.

A little more than 300 years ago William
Harvey was imenting on the circulation of
blood in animals and men and the functioning
of the heart, arteries, etc. His work stands out
as one of the great landmarks of the scieatific
advance in the science of human health. Now

we can imagine that Harvey's more enthnsiastic-

disciples may well have been greatly impressed
by the fundamental importance of this work.
For all we know, many may have atged that all
medical research be concentrated in this field.
They might well hivawazgned that the correc-
tion of maladjustriesits of the heart and ciren-
lation was vital to human health, that no man
could survive if his heart failed or the dreula-
tion of his blood were impeded and that, there-
fore, all other health problems were relatively
unimportant,

If the urgings of such enthusiasts had been

* heeded, the science of medicine might have de-

veloped differently. Bacteria might not yet have
Leen discovered in all pmbﬂbiﬁgt]:: If you were

ill of a heast ailment, the doctors might know
bow to cure you, but you might die of pneu-
monia while they wete cusring your heast. -
However, Henry George enthusiasts may
question the validity of this analogy. Acalo-

i¢ it pacraateas evole any,
attention to other ecomomic problems?” -Some

gies are sometires misleading, of course. Few

men have been more keenly aware of the dan-' -

mar of geine analoniss than Haenes (Gane

=r of using opies than Henr him-
self; yet few-men have ever used them more
cifectively. Is the analogy used valid in this in-
stance? .

“The analogy used is pértinent because the
econpmic activities of men do have other serious
maladjustments than that so well analyzed by
Henry George. For example, an economic sys-
tem can be destroyed by inflation as completely
and far mare rapidly than economic systems
have been destroyed by monopoly privilege.
You today are fiving in an economic society
that, if not actually being destroyed by inflation,
is too near the precipice of a rn-away inflation
for the peace of mind of thase who know whete

we are. For those who question whether infla-

tion is as potent a destroyer of economic sys-

- tems as poneurnonia has been of men; Lenin’s
use of inflation during the Russian Revolution,

the effects of inflation in destroying the stable
middle class of Germany, thereby facilitating
Hitler's rise to power, and the effects of infla-

tion in France duting the past three decades, -

should be enlightening.

Inflation happens to be espedially important
for another reason. In small doses, inflation can
and frequently has made possible boom pros-
perity. At sach times the inexorable operation
of the économic laws analyzed by Henry George
is temporatily concealed, Who will believe dut-
ing such petiods as the boom decade of the
1920's or the boom of the past five years that
our civilization is doomed to self-destruction
unless fundamental maladjustments are correct-
ed? Inflation draws a veil over the facts of
econamic life so eloquently described by. Henry

“George: And even worse, from thé point of

view of those interested in seeing George's basic
remedy applied, during the depressions that fol-
low each inflationary goom, far mote desperate
measures than those advorated by Heacy George
receive popular support. The experience of sev-
eral nations indicates that adoption of the more
desperate measures mot only effectively blocks
consideration. of sound proposals but alse in-
hibits the scieatific approach to économic prob-
lems without which all bope for enlightened
reforms must be abandoned.

Economics is bat an.infant science today, B
far the most of the nation’s economists lacl
cven the elementary mathematics and language
tools essentinl for any social scientists. The
Social Science Research Council, in its report
“The Recroitment, Selection, and Trainin,
Social Scientists,” has pointed out some of the
major deficiencies in the current ttaining of
socia! scientists, For example, “Verbal fadlity,
rather than a scientific’ attitude and mastery of
scientific principles and techniques, is too gen-
eraly the criterion of achievement,” and, “To
atterapt to torn more mathematically illiterate
scholars into ficlds alteady overcrowded with
intellects of similar constitution does not ap-
pear to be a profitable venture.” .

You who are interested in Henry

George's
wotk may often have wondered why his lgeas .
. have not gained wider .acceptance in dcademic

circles. Some see sinister forces at work intimi-
dating the academic minds, but I think a simple
explanation is available. As the Social -Science
Rescarch Council has indirectly pointed. out,
most economists ladk the training that would
enzble them to judge the quality of scientific
wotk when they see it; they have no recourse
but to continge parroting the accepted authori-
ties of their student days. .

Coloné] E. C. Harwood, director of
the American Institute for FEconomic
Besearch, Great Barrington, Massz.
chusetis, is the new “voice in the wil.
derness” of economics,

In search of a non-self-contradictory
theory, his economic studies led to his
appreciation of Henry George's books,
which he first read a quarter of a cen-.

- tury ago when on duty in Hawaii.
- These cconomic prineiples, he felt,
were the only ones which could stand
. mmder the severe scrutiny of the sci-
entific method, or of logic, the theory
of inquiry, as it has been so well de-
scribed by Jehn Dewey, who is the
honorery president of the Henry
- George School of Social Scienee. .
This method does mot pretend to
. reach a final- goal;-but expects always
to posh on into the unknown. SpeciEc
features of the scientific miethod are
stated here in an from an ad-
dress by Colonel Harwood ‘at the New
York school in February,
Publications from Great Barrington
. are already well known. The Institute
has a5 one of its primary aims the
Araining of economiste for seientifie re-

We at the Institute therefore have concluded
that attention should be concentrated on the

_ training of economic scientists. We regard an

un_&erstamﬁpg of Henry George's work as
essential for an economist as is an understand-
ing of William Harvey's work to evety physi-
cian. But the vitally important thing, as we see
it, is to develop economic scientists.

To those who like their economics accord-

_ing to Henty.George, I wotld bring one mes-

sage. I quote in past-from Progress and Poverty:
“Only. 1n broken gleams and partial light has
the sun of Lil yet beamed upen men, but
all progress has she called forth . . . She is to
virtue what light is to color; to wealth what sun-
shine is to grain; to knowledge what eyes are ‘w0
sight. She is the genius of invention . . . Where
Liberty rises, there knowledge expands, inven-
tion multiplies human powers, and in strength
and spirit the freer nation rises among her neigh-
bors . . . Liberty ‘calls to us again. _V.ge must fol.
low her further: we rust trust her fally.”

And how; I now ask you, shall we follow
Liberty, how find the way? Is there anyoné here
50 naive that he thinks the road is short, that
the door is wide open, and that someone al-
ready knows the way? If so, just look again at
the time-binding cfforts of man. Isn't the ver-
dict of 21l history as plain 2s a pike staff? Isn’t
it that the road is Jong and diftcult to foliow,
that no man has as yet been able to demonstrate
that he knows the way?

But it is not all darkness ahead. The light of
liberty has enabled the plodding feet of men to
find 2 road to progress. Better yet, however, it
has erabled men to devise a means of tracing

“that road into the futire, That means is the

scientific method, which in itself is & develop-.
ing or evolving means of conducting successful
ingquiry. N .

This, if you will but lock dosely, you will
see is the crowning achievement of man the -
time binder. At long last, after dark centuries
extending much further back than we can see,
man has found not his goal, not even a sure
and easy route to his goal, but the road of rea-
sonsbly assured progress in the future
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Assessing the Forest »yjosern r. ricrarns

HE Iast year has brought Untm‘]'heﬂcnry
George News a varicty of views regarding
the application of Henry George's remedy. The
_im point to l;;hrébhmemb_ ered is that ?ﬁ:
simplest methods appli in any given
of glr?umsmwﬂ are the best.

Henry George and his followers ace pretty
well agreed that security of tenure of natusal
. resources is a privilege conferred by civilization

and its ents. They ate agreed that the
publicly produced valne of sccurity of tenure
chould be collected into the public treasury and
ased to maintain and build np that value. Theis
principal disagreement is over the methods of
collecting matural resource values from differ-
ent types of patural resources.

The three principal types of atural resource
rights are surface rights, water rights, and min-
‘ing rights. Surface rights and water tights ate
continuing tights, they can be assessed periodi-
cally either as rents of capital values as they
have heen for centuries. Mining rights are quite
different, because, on the ong they are
difficult to appraise at any time and, on the
other, they decrease as the non-replaceable re-
gources become exhausted, unlike the recurcent

* products of the soil and the flow of water and -

commerce. Con , assessmeat of the
values of non-rep[aceabz: fesousces has to be
done upon the estimated value in the earth at
the time of removal. Publicly collected royal-
ties or severance.taxes consttute the practical

recourse for converting the value of mining )

rights into public sevenue.
" Growing timber is a reproduceable natural
resource. 1t produces rent the same as any other
- crop. It also adds value to the sites where it
grows, which do not come from. the sale value
of the crop. itself. The time it takes for each
-t:eeinthec:opmmsrumiswhathﬂspmled
economists. ;
Foresters, however, know :
whose growing stocks are regulated to yield
crops annually produce annually the values with
which to pay the rent of the forest sites. This
of regulation produces the greatest volame
?:md and the best mairitenance of forest im-
provements, such as roads culverts, etc., and the
. best watershed protection. The collection- an-
‘nually of the site value promotes this type of
segulation upon privately held sites.

The zlleged desirability of severance taxes

from timber is based upen the mistaken idea

that clear cutting of evenaged stands of single

species are exposed to forest epidemics and ex-
haustion a.ndexptoucicaﬁcn of the soil against the
occupation of the occupying species, that seldom

affect the unevenaged mixed stands tba:vE;o- )

duce annual croptof different species, se
products cin be sorted at the sawmill or at the
roadside. The sevétance tax also gets sapport by
analogy from the fact that publicly owned tim-
ber is paid for by the operator at the time it is
cut. The operator also has to post 2 bond for
prompt payment and is liable to cancellation of
his timber sale contract for cause upon viela-
tion of its terms. A sale and 2n assessment are
not the same, The operator upon public Jand
buys when he has a market. The te owner

of timbered fand has to pay for a publicly made |

value which he enjoys continuously.

The regulsted forest has two values. It has
2 capital value for producing more fimber. And,
it has a wrecking value for immediate clear cut-

" assessed at its fair market value.

that Forest lands’

tingnndmaﬂceﬁngofiﬂefo:wtgmﬁn%sto&:.
The latter value is about three times the former.
The tax laws provide that pi
e fair mar-
ket value is three times capital value.
Provided assessors bave and vse judgment,
as they swear to do when taking office, and
assess standing timber and the rent of the site

. somewhat helow their capital values, things

waork out so thit forest tesources ate aot forced -
onto the market by taxation. Fortunately, this
is normally the case. However, many cases have
occurred and more can occur in which assess-
ments exceed even the fair market value of the
standing timbet. Taxation of-the forest grow-
ing stock bepins to canse uneconomic market-
ing of standing timber at assessment Jevels but
little above its capital valne, The damage from
taxation incienses as the excess of assessment
over capital value grows greater. Anyone who-
has seen the resulis of attempts to assess grow-
;r.;lg timber at fair market can for

s

One of the best statements on this snbject for
the students of Henry George to remember, is
quoted from a texthook entitled Forest Valza-
tion by Filibert Roth, dean of the University of
‘Michigan Forestry School in 1916:

“Of late the applicstion of the single tax.
has strongly been advocated for forests as well
as other real estate. The single tax is well suit-
Do ot 2rod growin stk sid e saking

iod of.2 goo ing stoc] the. ing:
of improvements, mﬁ;s,s propet division, etc.,
and so put a preminm on good forestry, The
action of the single tax in forestry is exactly the
same as in farming, where it stimulates build-
ing and kﬂ?pJ.g : of live stock, while the
present form, the property tax, in 2 way penal-
izes the good farmer with fine buildings and
plenty of stock and machinery. But in no case
should the crop of timber and land be taxed to-
gether, as has at times been advocated by singie
taxers . i
This leads to exemption for domestic use. . . .
But it is bard to set Jimits in these exemptions.
They lead to confusion and bad practice. With
lasge owners it becomes necessary to take the
~word of the owner, it pries into his affairs, and
has all the objections commonly claimed for
income taxes. ‘The locel tax cfficial has added a
?mtdca.l to his labor and where the matter is
eft optional it involves inspection of state for-
esters who lack help, toney, and experience.

“For a tegulated forest
oceasion to use 2 yield tax; it can be assessed as
easily as a farm and taxed in exactly the same’
-2 he retired from' the nniversity staff,
Professor Roth came out more sirongly for the
collection of the economic rent of forest lands
and the exemption of standing timber.

Our Continental army marched fo the strains
of “Yankee Doodle,” the French Sans-culottes
sang the “Marscillaise” and the Confederates
gave the Rebel Yell when they heard “Dixie.”
Communists cheer themselves with the “Inter-
natiopale” and the Nazis stood at attention
when they heard the *"Horst Wesssl Song.”

Why don't Georgists sing “Doing What
Comes Naturally”? ’

- ——MarSHALL CRANE

.shall be

. . A yield tax is inconvenient . . .~

FEaster

E ALL know th:

V7T story. A village car
peater went out to pread
the gospel of the lowly anc
oppressed, to teach ma
the value of the individua
soul, brotherhood and th
equality of all before thei
Creator, It was not a nev
philosophy. A little of wha
he said has been passe
down to vs, and we find that the words whic)
we treasure most are very frequently quotation
from the Hebrew psalmists and prophets, am
from the eacly rabbinic germs of the Talmud.
The words and phrases were old and familia
but they did not tell an old story to his listen
ers. For this carpenter was no theological dilel

tante, ju%%‘ling doctrinal points as he redline

at table, He was no schoolman. He had studie
poverty and oppression the hard way. The
were facts, not just ideas to him. The sufferin
of others was his own pain. And he had th

- supreme gift of clothing-the truth in words the

were personally and urgently significant t
those who heard him,

And sarely it is not improper in this conne
Hon to recall another life, one which in man

- ways follows the pattern which we rernernber s

particularly at Easter time,

Political Action "~

THE Graded Tax League of Pennsylvaniz ws
organized in Jannary by representatives ¢
various sections of the state, with Percy I
Williams, former chief assessor of Pittsburgl
serving as executive directot. Members of #

Organization’ Committee include George ]
- aiflde,

. Easton; ‘Robert D. Towne, Amble

Craig Devine -and Rev, Walter J. Marshfiels
Erie; F. J. Dickerson, Beaver Falls; Ernest ¢
Kooser, Somerset; Michael J. Boyle, John
town; Henry H. Wilson and Charles R, Ecker
Beaver; and Walter R, Demmler, Robert
Bowers and William E. Schoyer of Pittsburz]
As the fitst step, theleagzcdeddedtusfm
sor state legislation providing for home rule ;

taxation for all of the 47 cities of the thit

there is no.

class, with populations ranging from 10,0001
125,000, The bill has just been introduced i
the State Senate by Senator B. B. McGinnis

- Allegheny County. It wonld give the city cow

cils of all such cities full power to assess lar
and buildings separately and to fir whatew
differential rates are desited for land and buil
ings. Under this proposed legislation, any“ci
council conld adopt the Pittshurgh-Scrante
Graded Tax Plan, take a moderate step in th
direction, ot practically eliminate taxes on in
provements, according to public sentiment.
Recently Percy R. Williams and city cound
man Demmiler of Pittsburgh have conferse
with the mayors and other officials in Erie, Ne
Castle, Sharon, Haston, Johnstown, Beaver Fal

" and Uniontown. The reaction has becn unifort

elly favorable so far as the question of permi
sive lepislation is concerped and there is co
siderable interest in the proposal to shift 4l
municipal t2x barden from improvements
lend wvalues. ~ :
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" MARSHALL CRANE

For again a young man from the outlyi
sections went to the big city, as young men wﬁ
and again all was not well there. Once more
patriotic pride and the love of national tradi-

tions received a rude blow. They only increassd,

his hortor at the awful poverty and destitation
of the underprivileged. Onee again a heart cried
out in protest at seeing such conditions accept-
ed as the natural erder of society. :

He returned home, sick at heart, to dedicate

. his life to the cause of the weary and heavy
laden. Tt was miany years later, and his hair had
. become gray in the service of his fellow men,
when his career came to an ¢nd, Again we find
the bearer of a great message facing with cheer
and calmness a death which he could have post-
aned, had be been willing to relax his efforts
or the cause which had become life itself to
- him. Henry George died, as he had lived, for
the cause of justice. -
I'he Life of sacrifice is not 2 popular one, It
““does not pay.” But who can estimate what we
owe to the handful of great souls who have
chosen this harder path! -

Baster has its own special significance, but it
is also a most appropriate day to remember
these too often forgotten creditors, of all races
and creeds, the blessed few who, like the Car-
penter of Nazareth, have given themselves to
the life that “does not pay.” '

We Progr%eés Backwards

From an editorial in The Wall Street Journal
January 29, 1951 :

ND SQ, for better or for worse, we are
going back to the days of O.P.A.

This newspaper believes that both the econ-
omy as & wholé and the people as individuals
will find that it is for the worse, Our reasons
for believing so have been set forth many times.

First, price control seriously impairs, if it
does not destroy, the pricing mechanism by
which the productive system operates and
through which it adjusts itself to new and ever-
changing conditions, The result is to fréeze the
economy into its present mold. And we do oot
believe that a frozen economy .is a healthy one.

Second, price control defeats its own purpose.
The argurent for it is that under inflation peo-
ple—the “poorer” people—cannot buy the
of food, clothes and the like that they wish be-
cause the price climbs too high for them. Priceé
control is fo help the howsewife. But the re-
‘sult, for predictable redsqps,-is that people
under price control still eannot buy the type of
food, clothes and the Jike. that they wish.

The goods move over info the black market -
at even higher premium prices; or, if the law.
is sufficiently stern, they disappeas -en.ti::g[y; or,”

if the ceilings keep pace with dollar deprecia-
tion, -the’ regular ptices go up anyway. But in
any event, housewives — unless they are roar-

. ried to influential officials—<can't get the goods
at the good old price.

. Thirdly, the difficulties are compounded be-
cause the relationship between prices of millions
of items is so hopelessly complex that the ad-
ministration of price control, even if it were
sound otherwise, becomes sheer chaos.

| A Name for Baby | By ROBERT CLANCY

ARSHALL CRANE'S artide, “What's in
a Néme?” in the Febrnaty Henry George
News, brings it home that we ‘are stll not sure
of what we shall name the rcgaa}or re:]':luzgltln-_prb-
posed by Henry George {or what we name
oumch?;‘—mrywho rgccor(nmeud this reform).
It seems anomalows that the baby hasn't beea
named yet, especially as the baby is seventy-odd
years old. Of course, it 44 been named the
“single tax,” but as ‘suggested by Mr. Crame,
dissatisfaction with this name has, givent rise {0
an “it-must-be-baptized-again” movement,
Well, I for ome have concluded that the
name single tax fills-the bill; and I'd like to
answer the following objections which 1 have
heard and, till now, agreed with,
“Single Tax" does not express osr philosophy.
“Of course it doesn't. I do not believe it should
be used as 2 synonym for the eatire philosophy
of Henty Geotge, but simply as 2 convenient
name for George's specific proposal, when it
must be referred to. A name of .one or two
words, ne matter what, is going to have severe
Limitations, Let us stop looking for a mere #itle

The Mails
By LUCIUS BEEBE

"MIDST the almost usiversal dissatisfaction
with the conduct of its affairs by the gov-
ernment's Post Office, it would seem no impro-
priety to point out that before the mails became
a, government monopoly conducted for the gen-
eral inconvenience at great annual deficit it was
conducted to substantial profit and the gen
satisfaction of patrons by Privm;c'mpiml and
enterprise. ’ .
after the coming of the reiltoads in
the "30's the mails were still conveyed, reliably,
swiftly and in some cases with great daring and
imagination, by private firms and individuals.
They only became a ot monopoly at
the insistence of incompetent politiciens who
were rewarded with postmasters jobs and
whose service conld in no way measure up to
the efficiency’ and excellence of the private
mails, In the Far West, notably in California,
the public which wanted the best patronized the
private mails conducted by the firm of Wells
Targo as late as the *90s whenever dispatch and
reliability were required, Wells Fargo made
money it its mail department and was highly
esteemed and respected by Western merchants
and other citizens until the local postmasters
who were being beaten to 2 frazzle in their own
highly subsidized business screamed to Con-
press for belp and ontlawed the private mail.
Quijside. of "the military there is scarcely 2
function of the Federal government that conld
not be more effectively dischacged by private
initiative, and yet there are champions of gov-

emnment medicine, goverament electricity and

government insusance policies of many serts.
Whenever these measures are sugpssted it
might be well to remember the Post Office
which, from a well ordered and efficient pri-
vate business, féduced the mails to the somry

" farrago of _ﬁ;mr service and politics they now

tepresent. The writer for one would be glad
to pay five cents or even a bit more to have bis

" urgent mail delivered within the limits of the

city in which it is posted within, say, a week's
time. I

-as the singl

- out very cearly the

that contains 2l necessary explanatiops, demop.
strations and inspirations.

Bat it isw't a tax at all. Why call it a tax,
single or otherwise? .

A tax is "2 rate ot duty on income or ij
erty.” “The public collection of -rent is certainly
a ainst 2 special form of income. And the
particui: methad proposed by Heary George
invelves the instromentality of taxation. If it is
this method that is in dispute, then it is pot
simply 4 question of looking for 2 new name
but of examining the method. As for George's
own proposil, it is perfectly fair to refer to it
ingle tax.

The “single tax" is a label that bas been
scoffed at.

Who have scoffed at the “single tax?” 1, The
vninformed, 2, The vaguely informed. 3, The
well informed who knew pretty well what they
were scoffing at.

As for the No. 1 group, let us inform them.
When the No. 2 group says quizzically, “Henty
George, oh, the single tax,” why need we blush
and say, “No, no, it isa’t that . . . at least it’s-a
misnomer . . . aoyway it's more than that . . .?"
Why not say, “Yes, the single tax was propased
by Heory George,” and take the consequences?

" Who ever heard of a single taxer losing an

argument anyway? As for the No. 3 group,
what good would a change of name do?

We ought to avoid g name that ruggesis an
Migml - -

In these days it is difficult to keep from be-
ing labelled an “ist" of some soct, no matter
what you propose — even if you propose noth-
ing. Cerizinly most of us discuss George's pro-
posal. Why not under the heading of “single
tax"? As for what the proponent is, or ‘what

the philosophy and economics behind the single

tax are, “Georgist” and “Georgean” already
seem to be in currency. However, it Is up to
each individual to adopt whatever label suits
him best. - !

Henry George bimself did not approve of the
name “single tax! :

It is true that George did not so name his
reform in Progress and Poverdy. Indeed, he did
not pame it at-all in that book, But as it be-
came more widely discussed as the single tax,
George did adept it. Following is an excerpt
from a speech by George in Scotland, 1889:

“Omur expericpoe in the United States is this, that
the adeption of the name “Single Tax' has been ex-
tremely oseful, becanse it shows clearly onr sierbod,
We were constinlly met thete by people who pre-
tend to, or do, misunderstand our putpose, and who
were continually asking us, "How do yon propese to
divide the land up equally and then kesp it divided?
Now the 8ingle Tax allows of no such misinterpreta.
tion. The Single Tax doss avay, too, with the idea
that we propose to take land formally and reat it out,
and’there aze, to my mind, many serious objections to
that course. The advantage of the temm, the ‘Single
Tax is that it shows precisely. the road on which we
wish to move, and that is just- now the most impor-
tant thing. The feeling that private ownership of land
is vniust, is pow widely spresd and people are
arovsed to the truth that all men have equal rights to
the land, The diffculty with them is to know bow
men ate to gain these equal rights. The tifle ‘Single
Tax' has therefore the pfeat advantzge of pointing

way. The pewspapers cannot say,
“Those Single Tax men propese to (fivide land up.)
They caonot say, ‘Single Tax men propose to put
lend up at auction.” Of course “The Single Tax’ is not
a full narie. It doer not express onr aim? it only ex-
presses. onr method” Neither- fully does “Land Re
storation.” Qur true title, if we wished to express
what we, really are, would be, “Tustice Men"” or
“Liberty Men," : :



* tioned! Jt might be d
were within the authot's mind. No reference is -

Henry GEORGE Nows
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WHAT PRIVATE ENTERPRISE CAN DO.
By Charles Jobnson Post, American Associa-
tion for Scientific Taxation, Bayside, L. L,
New York. 1950. 29 pp. $1.

This factua] study has been produced with
care and research into the somewhat neglected
field of specific effects in taxation. Iis official
statistics are apt and effective, It deals with the
ten years precéding and following the passage
by New York State of the Housing Tax Exemp-
tion law. They are striking, This law exempted
2 dwelling, or apartment, from taxation’to an
amount not exceeding $1.00 per room, or not
mote than §5,000 for & dwelling or apartment,
provided the tenement had not more than one
store on the ground floor.

This study and aoalysis shows a sudden and
enormous increase in building out ll
the five boroughs of New York City. It de-
velops, in three separate.chapters, the relation
between taxes and the economic prosperity of
the bosinessinan, wage-eatner and farmer, indi-
cating that if such a speculative choice is to be
made, the farmer is the chief sufferer. These
chapters show the relationship beiween texa-
tion and business prosperity -— that prosperity
itself is dependent upon our national wealth-
production. Thus, by taxing wealth-production,
e are unscientifically and heavily taxing the
production of wealth' itself, upon which slone
ecopomic prospetity can thrive,

But the name of Geoige is never men-
ul if such a concept

made to the tremendous social philosophy of
which Henty George was the inspired creator.
It is metely a treatise, shrewd and factual, upon
the effects of tzxation and its exemptions. This
book is net advocating or urging a social phil-
vsopby, its emphasis is purcly on a realistic
scheme of tazation, In this it is, pechaps, a dis-
appointment, The glowing tribute to the vast
social E:hil'osophy for which Henry George 50
earnéstly fought finds no echo within these
pages. The author is entranced by realism. He is
not 2 dreamer and it often reads as if the writer
regarded the supreme ideals of social-economics
#s no more than a mere method of taxation.

One of the author’s most interesting phases
is his use of the per eapita method of comput-
ing the economic-prosperity that flowed during
the. period of that law. “In using & per capita
figure)” he writes, “care must be used; per
capita figures are known to be deceitfal, thus;
1 bave $1.00, you have $1,000.00 Thus our per

. capita wealth is $500.50. The arithmetic is cor-

rect but the per capita has become honsense.”

The per capita expenditnre. for. the ten-year
period precedin following the 1920 enact-
ment of the Smith tax-exernption law on dwell-
ings is shown, Also the gross amount—and they

are astronomical figures. The wages carned by -

wage-eamers in erecting the buildings are indi-
cated to be spectacular in increase and volume.
Perhaps the most arresting feature is the com-
parison of New York with 21 other chief cities
from 1910 to 1929 which shows the significant
stimulation of building -erection and prosperity
in_which New York City (from being almost
the lowest} rushed to the top following that
law. Yet this is not a mere book of dry statis-
ks, Quite the contrary. The statistics are never
obtrusive and are used to point their.own moral.

The economic argument, entirely aside fmi:n the

“man-of the Council of

statistics, is admirable — though always in and
on the purely pragmatic business-and-profit
plane, But it is 2 book worth scrutiny by ideai-
ists ton. It will give them facts to support their
arguments and aspirations. . —CJ.P

THE NINETEEN  FIFTIES. By Edwin G,
. Noarse, New York. Henry Holt & Co. 1951.

184 pp. $2.

The Nineteen Fifties Come First is a rational
plea for economic stability by the former chair-
nomic Advisors to
the president. It is an enigma for Gerogists be-
cause .. . in the words of the late-great Minnie
Maddern Fiske . . . Dr. Nourse “has a firm,
firm touch on the wrong mote””

The firm touch and the wrong note are hard
to reconcile. ' .

Dr. Nourse is-the man who resigned from

_ the Council when he found that, "under exist-

ing circumstances,” it ‘conld not operate as a
“professional and non-political agengy,”™ but he
didn’t just quit in a tizzy because the other boys
wouldn't go by his rules. It is a thoroughly rea-
sonable volume. There is no rancor and none
of the Potomac petulanice frequently found in

.books written within earshot of the Washing-

ton ruckus.

*“While the social scientist canpot be as cin:ﬁi
matic as the pafural scientist about what

pen,” he says, *he-can have ifleminating and

[pful insights as to what may happen.”

A more unusual quote, in this hour when the
man who vwanis to study the military budget is
ipso facto guilty of treason, is this: “National
security is an intergrated whole, in which eco-

nomic soundness is just as important.as mili-
“tary force . . . National security rests on the

, the. government bond, and the price in-
dex just as much as it does on the fank, the
atom bomb, and the radar net.”

There is- some petit-point, and an occasional

slap on the wrist for those selfish people who
won't do what they should, but on the whole
the author exhibits a race and valuable sense of
fairness. :

Dr. Nourse, however, is like the rabbit hunter
who sees only the ones that are running. He
dtes agriculture, labor and business as the dy-
namic elements in onr economy, and ignores
the role of land. o

A balanced budget — which he wants —is
difficalt because of their growing tendency to
use government as a crowbar and in Dr
Nourse's opinion the reason for the trend is
the “deep-seated human craving for -personal

He fails entirely to see that the thee con-

tributo $, who are standing up wavin
their axens,s?;uePgeing robbed by a r%on?contribu%
tory, group, sitting down in the comer. He fails,
therefore, to give his threesome credit for a
“deep-seated craving to hang on to what they
create.” : : .' )
The book's shortcomings, which are appar-
ent to those of us who think land-equity a vital,
ethical and economic principal, are not the re-
sult of bias. .

Dr. Nourse fails to see what we would have
him see but there's reason to believe it iso’t just
because he won't open his ‘eyes. “The book is
enigraatic, in my opinion, becanse its shortcom-
ings leave me wondering how much they re-
flect on Dr. Nourse and how much on -our
ability to speak-our piece.

—RICHARD NOYES

John C. Lincoln Says—

'F WE assurme that all men of all generations

are equally entitled to the use of the earth {is
any other position temable?), there can be no
morally defensible right to private property in
fand. Yet mankind has- leazned from experience
that the best results are obtained only when the
user is assured of complete and rontimuous pos-
session of his Iand. To nationalize land, for the
government io take it over and rent it ouf
would entail needless difficultics, to say nothing
of a giant buteaucracy in whick opportunities
for graft, favoritism zad corroption in general
wouid be virtually onlimited. Equality of op-
portunity in the ase of land may be achieved
by the anaual collection by government agencies
of the rental value of all land privately held,
whetber it be in use or not, and the employment’
of such funds in meeting the public expense,
Thus no man would be deprived of his land,
nar would his title be disturbed, so long as he
paid his ground remt, just as now he retains
possession of his home and other improvements
on his land only so long as he pays his taxes. In -
many parts of the country land are NOW
taxed at the same rate as imptovements. I pro-
pose merely that the public appropriation of
ground reat be increased to approximately 100
per cent, and that taxes on improvenients and
other Pmducta of labor and capital be reduced
accordingly.

~From ‘lﬁe-]'a mary Lincoln Lotter

ECOMOMIC DOCTRINES. By Frank Naf,
New York., McGraw Hill Book Co., Inc.
1950. 532 pp. $4.50.

Economic Doctrines by Frank A. Neff of the
University of Wichita is 2 well ordered, though
not complete, resume of economic thinking
from the Golden Age of Greece up to, and
through, the totalitarian ideclogies af Fascisin,
Nazism and Sovietism.

Students of the evolution in economic thipk-
ing will find this book richly endowed with ag
understanding of the historical events which
prompted the development of new concepts and
from time to time led to a restatement of classi-
cal economic philosophy.

In his introduction, Dr. Neff, probably with- -
out meaning io, damns this science by say-
ing: “Tdealists emphasize the importance of
social institutions and consequently a restricted
sphere is alloted to individualism, The individ-,
ual is held subordivate to sogiez and the ideal-
istic principles of motality and
in sgte of material limitations, By the idealist
the lafssez-faire principle is given a severely re-
stricted role. What is good for man and what he
actually needs may, uader the doctrine of ideal-
isrn, have to be determined by the state and
provided for him through ils intervention. It
follows that the state may have to decide what
is-economic overproduction and nnderconsnmp-

© tion. Thus in ktimes of economic stress, the
.theory of a planned economy obtrudes.

“According to this view, 2 slump below an
ideal standard of living calfs for 2 managed
productive economy and a stiroulus to consump-
tion thiongh state intervention. The material-
ists with their belief in the unlimited expan-
sion of human wants, in theoty conclude that
ovetproduction is impossible. For them abund-
ance of goods betokens economic well being”

1 thick a science which offers this as its
ultimate form is dismal and incomplete, ’

—ROBERT HUFF

uty are sttessed -
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'To the Editot:

The February issue festares an excellent
article by Kiaus L. Hansen, and the asticle
“What's In a Name” by Marshall Crene is
mighty good. I wilf add sy name in favor of a

néw title for the Georgist movement and think’

none could be better than the one hé suggests,
“Tax Reform.” Everyone is against present
taxes so there is little objection to the title, and
it perfectly describes what we have in mind. I
think I shall try the idea on my trip [to
Mexice]. I am no longer a Georgist—from now
on I am a Tax Reformer. Maybe we ought to
change the name of the paper to the Tax Re-
form News. - -
: —HOWARD L. FREEMAN
i Uniog, New York

To the Editor:

1 wish to refer to the first question of Harold
S. Buttenheim answered by A. G. Huie in the
January News, which has to do with land values
and whether they would cover totals of muni-
cipal, county and school district expenditutes.

It may interest readers to know that in the
Colony of Arden, which collects as nearly as
under present conditions it can, the annual rent-
al value of land —it has sufficed not only for
better public services than any le com-
munity of its size, but for all the state and
county taxes, including school tax, imposed on
improvements. I doubt if it conld pay income
taxes, sales taxes, etc. and still servive, even if
it did collect the full rental value. This the
trustees have pot been able to do, since the

people constantly vote for a boaid of assessors .

who they hope will keep the rents down. Resi-
dents are glad of conrse, to be relieved of taxes
on their improvements, but they have z hang-
over from the economic conditions they experi-
enced before coming here. They feel that the
'rents” may go up to an unheard-of price if
they do not put “control” on the trustees.
: . —KAaTHERINE F. Ross
Arden, Delaware

To the Bditor: .

I do not recall reading Messrs, "Tucler and

Brown's responses to Harold Butienheim's
questions, but I bave just read those of Mr.
Huie in recent issues of the News. Mr. Huie
complains that Messts. Tucker and Brown ate
not readily understandable by the mdn in the
street. I do not think Mr, Huie j5 as under-
standable -as he could be, and would offer the
following answers: % .

. First Quegtion. Begin to collect it and- find
out. Rental s public pfoperty no matter what
its dmouat. If if does not suffice to meet public
needs, someé tax levy can be added.

Second Question. The best answer is, Hotw
ﬂ'.:gu]d something that abates a thing stimuiate
it )

Third Question. People will pay rent for de-
_sirable Jocation in the midst of the public. They
will pay 100 per cent of what they are willing
t0 pay—to anyone—ito the public.

Fourth Question. Nobody will abendon land
- he can occupy at the reat he offers.

Fifth Question. The raw value of oif, coal .

and trees is publicly created. It certainly is not
privately created. It is therefore public prop-
erty. The public should collect 100 per cent of

PLAIN TAI

I made a startling discovery last
week. I learned that I am a radical,
My Communistic acquaintances have
frequently called me a “*Violént Re-
Actionary,” a "“Tool of the Capital-
istic Classes” and similar names they:
hoped would insult me, ‘but it
hadn't previcusly ed to me
that the thinking of many people
bad reached the -point where the
measures I advocated were so far from what is
now commonplace that T could be classed as &
radical. ’ ;

I sug the reason I was so startled was be-
cause T suddenly ‘realized that the concepts
espouse are at great varfance with those which
have come to be populatly accepted in the last
15 years. )

A Bearon*® reader called on the day of my dis-

covery to inquite as to the rights of Tandlords

with to their tenants. Somchow I acci-
dentally indicated that T felt a man who had
‘tojled and sacrificed sufficiently to cause a build-
ing to be erected ——where none would have
existed except for his efforts —had a lot of
rights infinitely greater than the rights of those
whose-only claims were based on the fact that
they needed 2 place to live. .

Almost instantly this reader informed me
that 1 was un-American; that in America we
had laws which gave tenants as many rights as
fandlords had with respect to the buildings
which the landlords had erected and that my
views were Comimunistic. :

When 1 asked this reader how he defined
commnpnism I got a. click which indicated that

" e had hung up on me.

1t was then I realized that this natien is al-
ready so far down what Friedrick A. Hayek

Jerome Joachim i the publither of the Beswyn
Beacon, a weshly newspaper i Berwyn, Windis, &
rubnrk af Chicago,

TALK by

- many people involved.

called the Road T'o Serfdom that
thousands of people actually believe
that property tights are based on
needs and pot on work.

There was a time when & man
who wanted o house knew that he
could have one only if he built it
or gave up surpluses which he had
produced in excess of his other
needs sufficiently great to compen-
sate the man who had already built orie..

Now many people have discovered that if
you have failed to make the necessary sacrifices

) Elumelf you can get sbout what you need by

ing a member of o majority group. If the
number of people who need houses is greater
than the gumber who have erected houses for
rent, the politicians, in an effort to get your
vote, will confiscate enough of the propesty

‘rights owned by those whe did save to give

you what you want on your own teérms. That
such & systemn will prevent men from ever build-

_ing houges for rent and will eventually work

even = greates hardship on those who do not
make provision for their own needs concerns’
these politicians not, for by the time these prob-
lems appear they will have devised other ways

. to get the majority vote,

Webster defines the work “thief” as one who
takes the propesty of another by force in an il
] manner. When I use the word I include

all forceful taking whether it has been legalized
Using the word as I define it, I think we are
fast becoming a nation of legalized thieves. By
law we are making theft not only safe but even
respectable, The "Robber Barons™ of the Nine-
ties often did the same thing but never in his-
tory-has the practice been so widespread with so

this nndeveloped vakue, leaving the returns from

" exploration, development and human effort jn

the hands of those who create them. _
Sixth Question. They should be assessed the
rental they would yield. . _
Seventh Question. To be correct, the phrase
should be: There can be no just title to zhe
palwe of an exclusive possession of the soil.
Thus corrected, the answer is: Yes, for city,
state.and nation, For nations (internationaily),
it would be fine if the world were advamced

* that far.

Eighth Question. A tax cannot be levied on
land ‘palner. Tand has a rental value. Part of it
is publicly collected. What is left is privately
collected. “The more the public collects, the less
there is left. I the public took all (as it should)
none would be left, As “Jand value” is capital-
ization of “what is left"—land valye disappears
as a. privzéte asset, o ]

. —Joserr §. THOMPSON
- San Francisco

[ My. Busienbeim's zight coniroversial gmestions

appeaved in the Newr firt in December, 1949, They

spere vepeated in the February, March end Apsil issres
in 1950 twith the answers of Gilbert M. Taucker and

Harey Guumison Broww, The full fext wes pxbb’;beai
again in January and Febraary thir year wnb A. G.
FHuid's answers. We vefer yog 1o there fssucs rather
than repeat sbem 4 foyrth time.}

" everything 2 fellow owns at 100

Theé Americans Assess Everything

'To “THROW light on the rouch discussed

present status of Western Canada which still
bears evidence of early tax reforms along Heory
George lines, The Amerjcan City Magazine,
edited by Harold S. Buttenheim, has published
in its February issue, statements from city

. officials in four Alberta and Saskatchewan citics,

Land and improvements are assessed sepatately
in both provinces, with land being assessed at
160 per cent and improvements, in most cases,
at 60 pet cent.

In Repina, Saskatchewan, the present assess-
ment on buildings is only 30 per cent. Regarding
this, R. B. Wells, who is Tax Assessot and Tax
Caollector of Regina, commented as foliows:

“I am all for our present 30 pet cent assess-
ment on buildings, It is a comprotise between
the ‘single tazers’ and the Americans who assess
] per cent.”

Mr, Buttenheim, anticipating requests from
Ametican City readers for reprints of this arti-
cle, has arranged to provide them upon request
and graciously extends his offer to Heney George
News readers as well. Unless the reprints are
ordered in uantities, no chasge will be made.
Wiite to the editor of The American City, 470
Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y.
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Saxn Franeisco o
Enroliment this winter js 186 i 11 classes,

which range in size from 11 to Z8. Nineteen

advasiced students are earoiled in two classes in
Principles of Imternational Trade.

Welcomed to the faculty this tesm were Mr.
C K. Sutliffe and George Amberg, both-of

Berkeley. My, Sutcliffe is one of the school’s old-

friends. Mr. Ambergis a graduate of last spring.

The planning commitfee for the pext term,
consisting of Farl Hanson, George Amberg,
- Halina Koninski and Ben Stnith, is meeting at

headquarters every Wednesday to lay plans for
further growth, The committee reports that the |
promationa! cost per student dropped from

$8.87 in the fzll term to $3.83 this winter.
In four successive tertns conducted in the Bay
Atea, the entoliment has grown from 15 to 42

to 103 to 186.
Los Angeles

D. K. Shroff of Pzkistan, a recent graduate,
gave interestinig comments on the new republic
of Pakistan, at the 8. A. G. E. meeting at the
“Truehast residence in January, He read from
the preamble to their constitution, which con-
tained beantiful-sounding principles, but, as he
said, “nothing mors.” Te has the distinction
of being the first Pakistanian national admitted
to the United States, but his great desire is to
become n citizen. The S. A. G. E. president,
William R. Blumenthal, reviewed Looking
Backward by Edward Bellamy, contrasting it
with the writings of Hensy George. .

Lewis F. Scott of Chicago gave an inspira-
Honal account of the developments of the Chi-
cago Commerce and Industry program at Los
Angeles headguarters. A discession followed
about future plans for the local program.

: San ' Diegn

“We capnot bargsin for peace — it must be
actual,” $aid Jack B. Addington at a recent
Alumni Assaciation meeting when he spoke on
“Forty Acres and a Mule.,” Mr. Addington of
La Jolla is @ popular and convindag speaker in
San Diego and environs, Formerly a student of
the law, he is ow minjster and Jimrtﬂr of the
Chuich of Religions Science,

’ Chin )

" Constance and John Dalie of Springfield. in-’

vited students-and other friends to their home
to_plan winter term: classes. The group, which
included Gwen Speclman, Ruth Williams, Mrs.
C. B. Tilton, Mys. L. H.-Cooke, Vanghn Peele,
. Richard Wiley, Dennie Bowen, Lewis Book-
walter, Gwen Yoursg and Ray Cozad, the treas-
urer, generously pledged financial suppert for
class promotion, . .

John T. Blaskenship, Henry George and
it:;m Kiley of Dayton are in charge of pub-
icity and arrangements for the Dayton area.
These enthusiasts are

. graduates of Mildred
Loomis' fall term class. i

. Robert Bentor}; ‘newest diréctor, keeps work-
ing so quictly and effpctively, that sometimes we
forget to mention him. Dale Mclatyre who con-
ducts a program on WJR called “Topic for
Today" interviewed him concerning the school’s
putpose and class schedole in a seven-minute
program on the air. By that time fourtzen stu-
dents had enrolled fot the winter session and
- more enrollments were expected 2s a result of
the radio announcement, S

Rabert Smith, whose office has become. the
beadquarters for the new extension, scquired 2
series of six films on “Land of the Free,” from
Ross-Roy, Inc. These will be shown to Henry
Geroge friends and cthers. - . :

-ancestors still right—Man no damn good

) . Philadelphin '

“Am due in Chicago March 20 to annoy the
nice Iadies of Ilinois Pedeiation of Women's
Clubs under auspicss of Flenry George Women's

Club. God bless the [adies. When we do get

H. G. over, methinks the Jadies will do it. HdE
with-
out woman,” ”* This gem was lifted from one of
those characteristic pidgin-English Ietters by joe

Stockman, tong leader of Philadelphia, It wasa't

intended for publication, but we can't resist
giving you a few more sentences.

"Some of our grads try to influence new Phil- |

adelphia city charter] Of course, get nowhere.
Principles must be understood first, then action
wilt follow as matter of course. War production

is on with a bang, Cuiting isto classes. But we
still go on and influence. Slow but sure. Maybe
- so Philadelphia be first over the top with H. G.

Ancestors say, ‘Fools plan and wise men dream.””
. Lhicago

- From his dream of building a better blow
torch in his Navy days, 31-year-old Louis A.
Falligant went to work in post-war Chicago
and found — trouble. How he met the tcouble
“head-on,” developed a new product and found
his magket in 1950, is a brand-new success
story—and one that iHlustrates the delicacy and

'gr}acﬁsisim with which the free market ‘u'Pe_r_ates'l

was the story Mt. Falligant, president of
Pressure Products Corporation, brought to the
Cammerce and Industry luncheon of the school
on February 14. - ’
Lancaster M. Greene of New York, will jéin
three Chicago investment authorities in a dis-
cussion of how to encourage investment capital
at the next Commzrce and Industry luncheon on

 Magch 14, Alexander M. Goldfinger of New- .
atk, New Jersey, s on "Liberty and the
 Free Market,” in Februry, ~
St. Lounle

‘This extension is developing a program of
re-education and reseiling dirccted toward grad-
uates under the guidance of the new Advisory
Board with Warren White as chairman.

At the first meeting two films entitled “A

. Leésson in Americanism” were showa by Mr.

White, followed by a panel discassion oa

“Deficit Financing” Rey J. Hansen from the-

Real Estate Department of the McDonnell Air-
craft Corporation; B. M. Nevins, Deputy As-
séssor, City of St. Louis; and C. C. Case, Super-
visor of Supplies, General Insurance Co. of
America; comprised the panel. Edward Stricff
of Famous-Barr acted as chairman, A Baez ses-
sion foflowed and insared mazimum acdience
participation. o

A public speaking section will Be’ organized
soon in St. ‘Eouis. At a Hote] DeSoto mecting
in Fébruary, Francis Becker, Mis. Cora Rock-

" well end. Albert Stengel gave short talks which

show promise for the future program.

: New Jersey - .

- Copies of “A SalesManual in Miniatare” by
Moah D. Alper, 8. Louis director, were given
to facolty members in Newark for examination
and evaloation, This concerns itself with wari-
ous “sales” approaches with a view to creating
an interest in the Henry George studies. Copies
of the mannal may be obtained from Nosh D.
Alper, Room 765, 818 Olive Street, St. Louis 1,

“Missonri.
Newark's unique conttibution to the expand- .

ing Georpist curricalim, an advanced course in
cconomic phildsophy, has been copied by Bos-
ton, where the ten lesson series began with the

Physiocrats. Maybe this'ider is 50 good it will |

become a habit,

o Boston .

The appeal throughout the wipter campaige:
was to the prospective student’s intelligence and
interest in economic and social questions, with
“downcight discouragement of any but the
really interested ones.” The great majority of
the 170 students are business and professional
people, mostly in their 30's, with a p:epm}dc;-
ance of men—in, 2dds Lidia Alkalay, “this
twomai's town.” ) .

‘The Friday night lectures referred to above,
began with a talk by Panf Winsoretﬂz.. on the
Physiocrats and the ldissen-faive, which it seemns,
created 2 discussion in the audience on m_n_'i!é.
Aschie Matteson spoke at the following session
on “The Precarsors of Henry George,” concen-:
trating mostly on Thomas Spence. The talk
was enlivened by blackboard demonstrations of

nce’s phonetic spelling, -

SPeSanford Fatkas, Il;nsw;:’lg’s director, spoke next
on The Science of Political Economy. Though
unawzre of the fact that many visitors were 1
the audience, he.did such « good job of unio-
tentional selling that 2 number of enrollments
were received for the next term. o

‘The next subject, “Demacracy—Socialism—
Communism—Georgism”* was discussed by Ed-
mund A, Opitz; West Coast readers shoald wel-
come Miss Allcalay’s comment on this spea]fgr:
“Rev. Opitz will soon be leaving for California,
where he can be expected to statt -teaching
George on his own, withoat as much as tetling
anybody about it—as he did in these patts prior
to being-discovered by this extension.”

The recent course in Fundrmental Economics
held at the home of H. G. Barber, the Ottawa
secretary, closed with an exira session to con-

 sider the taxation of lafid values 2s a means of

raising the revenue of the City of Ottawa—how
it could be applied and- how it would benefit
the city. Nine out of the ten beginning students
finished the course and have begun the second,
covering Profection or Free Trade and Social
Problems.

New York

Abont- 70 advanced students and instructors
are enjoying Professor Harry Gunaison Brown's
course on Fiscal Policy and Taxation. i
- Another mew course i5 a ‘seminar on phil-
osophy by Rebert Clancy for continuation stu-
dents of his “Philosophy of Oscar Geiger”
course. The textbook is Readings in Philosophy.

Dr. L: M, Birkhead, Frienis of Democracy
director, will seund n warning against “Witch-
huanting” at the New York school on March 2,
at 8 P.M. On March 16, Robert Clancy will
give his long awaited talk on “Justice in_the
Bibie.” Documentary films will be featured on
March 9 and 30. No pro, on Good Friday.
* S.AGE. recently celebrated an impressive
list of newly marsied meriber-couples. The new
Mr.-and-Mrs. names include: Blits, - Cooney,
Huff, Mazs and Sager. Robert Huff, an in-
structor, secently enfisted in the Army. SA.G.E
announces 4 Spring Dance on March 17 at 9
P. M. at 50 East 6Oth- Street. Admission $1.25.







