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40 Years and Still a Romance

BANQUETS and conferences which
allow the Henry George School
to combine with related organizations
give the school a lengthened shadow
and an enjoyable air, It was a particu-
lar pleasure to mingle at the annual
banquet on June 9th at the Sheraton-
Atlantic Hotel in New York, with the
staffs, trustees and directors from both
the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation
and the Henry George School, which
have for years sharef headquarters at
50 East 69ch Street.

This occasion was a celebra-
tion of the 40th birthday of the RSF
which was established for the teach-
ing and extension of George's ideas
and has published a total of 254,437
books by Henry George to date, Besides
distribution of books the Foundation
sponsors the American Journal of Eco-
nomics and Sociology, edited by Will
Lissner, New York Times writer {page
9), and a variety of pamphlets.

Perry Prentice of Time and Life
Publications paid a tribute to Philip
Cornick, calling him one of che giants
in the history of the Henry George
movement. This dearly respected top
RSF authority, though he is now re-
tired, has not been permitted to with-
draw — for his vast background in the
technical aspects of land value raxation
is a rich mine.

Mr. Prentice said Phil Cornick had
indeed been a tower of strength for all

Georgists, and was a man of distine-
tion and knowledge, broad and deep,
whose integrity was beyond question.
A gift was presented with “affection,
admiration and esteem.” Mrs. Cornick
was also present, wich their son and
danghter-in-law.

Miss V. G. Peterson, executive sec-
retary, acting demurely as a pretty
hostess at this party, rold of the ro-
mance of 40 years which began in Cen-
tral Park (page 5). Even those who
had heard of the incident leading to
formation of the Schalkenbach Foun-
dation smiled again ar the circum-
stances surrounding it.

Albert Pleydell who presided, is the
son of Arthur Pleydell, who helped
guide the foundation in the early
years. The RSF president, Albert Pley-
dell, has won serious recognition in
New Yotk for recommendations made
to the city for reforming housing and
taxation policies. His second-genera-
tion grasp of city management and
planning is impressive and commands
attention.

Lancaster M. Greene was the liaison
officer, active on both boards, who ex-
tended the school’s official anniversary
greetings to the Foundation, represent-
ing Director Robert Clancy and all the
school staff. He congratulated the RSF
on its service to the Georgist educa-
tional effort and called the names of

(Continued on page 3)



A Word With Uou

HIS one is entided "Words I
Never Wrote” It consists of
half-formed ideas for this column
which were ncver fully worked out.
Here are some of them:
* * &=
There is a law of entropy in human
affaits — that second law of thermo.
dynamics which states that hear, be.
ginning at a high level, spreads out
until it is all dissipated. Things which
begin at a high level of inspiration
move through various phases unil
they peter out through deadly routine.
The vision of religion becomes ritual,
the high dedication of political pio-
neering becomes burcaucracy, the phil-
of Epicurus becomes eating and
drinking. Bur there is another law —
thatr of renewal. Somewhere in the
universe, new centers of heat and
energy are started. And inspiration be-
comes rekindled among humans,
* * *

Man secks to satisfy his desires with
the least exertion. Like most facts of
fife, this can become or bad, It
is good when the tendency expresses
itself in new ways and means of pro-
ducing more for less work. It is bad
when it leads to man exploiting his
fellow man in order to make it rosier
for himself—enslaving, robbing, cheat-
ing, and otherwise taking more than
giving. As we look around, it is a nice
question as to which of the two meth-

ods has dominated in the world.
= = £

One shouid not com one’s
principles, But wha/ principles? And
what gre principies? We asked a friend
once if he would take an assignment
in a debate with 2 socialist on & cer-
tain topic. Our friend angrily insisted
that he wa;;otbygning t© mnpmnn&c
his princ ing on
smP(;:la:fmm withapfe:cklist. Such
a view enables one to do nothing and
feel virtuons about it. But if we carry
it far enough, then every day we live
in 2 world noc built according to our
ideals is a compromise with principles.

L & E

1 I ought to be a good anti-
Amca;?md o b with those
people all over the world who demon-
strate against America. But T can't help
feeling they could be doing better
things. They've been moping in apathy
for so long, scarcely doing anything to
shake off age-old shackles, and now
the only thing that rouses their en-
thusiasm is ing rocks at the
American Embassy. Possibly this is a
step on the way up. An analogy: when
girplanes first teied to fly faster than
sound met with the sound bar-
rier, 2 ing of the air; once past
it, flight could be sped up. Perhaps a
nation on the way up has to bubble
over with anti- Americanism; once past
that phase, we'll be good friends again, -

— Robert Claney
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Left to right:
Perry Prentice,
Will Lissner,
Philip Cornick,

Pley
and Car]l McGuire,

{Continued from page 1)

many of its board members who were
graduares of the Heary George School.
Among these was Walter Rybeck of
Ohio, now Washington correspondent
for the Dayton Daily News, and a
Schalkenbach trustee, His view from
Washington, in abbreviated form, is
on page 11.

George on Campus

The speaker who traveled farthest to
speak at the banquet was Carl Mc-

uire, chairman of the Economics De-
partment at the University of Colorado,
Boulder. His subject concerned “The
Henry Geotge Revival on the Ameri-
can Campus,” and the campus where
he fisst encountered George, when he
went there to do graduate work, was
the University of Missouri at Colom-
bia, Missouri, where the influence of
Harry Gunnison Brown pervaded the
economics curriculum.

Professor McGuire would have liked
to see Dr. Brown in the audience, and
he would have been most welcome. He
deserved to hear the tribute of a for-
mer student ac fiest hand and to be
reminded of how unforgettably his
candle shed its light, for the exposure

there left a lifetime impression on m;n!.

Going back in memory to that g
uate session, Professor McGuire called
Dr. Brown “a tremendous, a wonder-
ful, teacher,” and vouched for the in-
fluence on one individual at least, that
a teacher in the university can have.
He said Harry Gunnison Brown's
method of teaching economy was 10
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build a system of thought in which
the principles of Iand value taxation
were an integral part. The interest
centered not only in the single tax but
in other principles of George's writ-
ing, with special emphasis on free
trade. He recalled the fine textbooks on
principles of ecoromics by Dr. Brown,
and the various subjects, including
money, on which he collaborated. Dr.
and Mrs, Brown are now dividing
their time between Pennsylvania and
Michigan, and though he is retired,
the work of rescarch, writing and lec-
tusing goes on in behalf of the reform
to which he has contributed perbaps
the most astute and lucid defense since
Henry George himself.

In this connection Mr. McGuire
goke of a best selli;!; book by Robert

eilbroner entitled The Warldly Phil-
orophers. Among the great historical
thinkers he listed in economics is
Henry George. Although Heilbroes
does not apree with all aspects of
Progress and Poverty, he does include
George among the molders of destiny.

Professor McGuire revealed his ad-
miration for the economist Joseph
Schumpeter, who defined an intellect-
val as one who deals in the spoken
and written word, and looks on society,
telling others what to do. Intellectuals,
he said, suPply ideas which hang on in
people’s minds, They exert influence as
teachers and writers, and they also
affect decisions second-hand. Politi-
cians, for instance, have to get their
ideas from somewhere, and brain
trusters are hired 1o supply these.



Inteilectuals are MG MOTS im-
porant in military affairs, and some
;:;even starting to run d;e&;dm

inesses, thou the acc -
tern they assmfh ngy direct :;i;zonsﬁ
ity for practical developments. Intel-
lectuals are animlarr;, but the aferm is
not synonymous with persons of intcl-
ligence or parsuers of higher educa.
tion. An intellectual can be self-made,
though few are. Henry Geotge is one
example of a self-made inteflectual.

Schumpeter provides 2 voice of au-
thori?;ein his field and it is interestung
that he expressed the following view
of Henry George:

". . . We cannot afford to pass by
the economist whose individual success
with the public was greater than that
of all the others [economists] on our
list, Henry George. . . . He was z self-
taught cconomist but he was an econ-
emist . . . he was thorougbly at home
in scientific economics; and he shared
none of the current misunderstandings
or prejudices concerning it. . . . If
Ricardo’s vision of economic evolution
had been correct, it [George's view]
would even have been obvious wisdom.
And obvious wisdom is in fact what
George said in Progress and Poverty
about the economic effects to be .
ed from a removal of fiscal buxﬁm

A number of good papers have se-
salted from W in the last few
years made by to introduce a rap-

rochement between professors  of
and Henty George's philoso-
the personable Weld Carter. Grow-
ing out of this climare, a conference of
interested professors meet cach summer
o compare and discuss the LVT pomnt
of view. Ir appears that other members
will want to move closer to this cli-
mate and join these congresses.

Professor McGuire indicated thar
basic economic factors are now favor-
ing the revival of the thought of Henry
George on the American college cam-
pus and that the revival is not just the
result of berter organizational oppor-
tunities for discussions. In tcular
the skyrocketing rise of land rents and
land values since World War 1T has
impressed the land problem in a most
practical fashion on the minds of real
eseate developers, building contractors
and homeowners, Other pressing prob-
Iems such as urban sprawl and deterio-
ration of city cores stem from the land
problem, Not theories but harsh pracri-
cal faces force intellectuals to re-ex-
amince Henry George’s ideas and apply
them in the present-day social environ-
ment.

Rubert V. Andelson Ph.D, initiated the movement in Louisiana known as
TRBAL, while on the staff of m Louisriana stale college. Dr. Andelson has

accepted an appointment to the Philosophy Depactment
Asasociation

Auburn, Alabama. The Tax Reform

1 of A-ilur- University,
of Louisiana is expected to

continue wnder the able leadership of ite officers.

Name changing is not to be taken lightly! In Sydney, A
m‘"‘?"’ﬂ"ﬁ“

those who propose
Justice.” !hi:l when the di

ustralin, there are
from the title “Union for Sorial
not only was there disagreement

over the imclusion or omission

of George's name, but each of the terms

“Union,” “Social” and “Justice,” came under attack.
It was then proposed that a name be found which could be adopted by all

Australian

and eventually by
This should be “a source of power, forcefully and correctly
ples of freedom and justice to the minds of men,” said the editor of

the world-wide Georgist me.;t.
e

Standard for Good Govermment (Sydney). The title suggested for comsid-
eration was “The Site Hent for Revenue Movement.”

4
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“An Odd Bequest”

by V. G. PETERSON

TRERE is, 1 suppose, 2 particular
moment in the life of every or-
ganization when the seed was sown.
For the Robert Schalkenbach Founda-
tion whose 40th anniversary we are
celebrating, thar moment back o
a spring motning in 1884 when Mrs.
Schalkenbach walked into the livery
stable of James R. Brown, near Central
- Park, and said she wanted to learn to
ride a horse. Mr. Brown himself un-
dertook to teach ber and as they rode
along the shady bridle path he rold
her about Progress and Poverty and its
author. Mr. Brown was at that time
one of the most acrive of the Henry
George p in New York
The fact that there is a Schalken-
bach Foundation today s living proof
of the value of individual propaganda.
Mrs, Schalkenbach went home and re-
lated to her husband what Brown had
said. He bought the book, read it, was
convinced, and sought the acquaint-
ance of the George family. Before
long he had joined the Manhataan
Single Tax Clué of which George was
president, and bad become a generous
contributor to his work.

It is not surprising thac Mr. Schalk-
enbach should so readily embrace a
philosophy that promised the abolition
of involuntary poverty. He had known
poverty as a boy, as the oldest of a
struggling family of eight, and was a
wage earner at 12, It was not until bis
middle years that the comforcs of life
were his to enjoy. By then he had be-
come a printer, and had risen in that
field to president of the gulm C. Ran-
kin Corporation, one of the largest
printing establishments in the city. In
his business and personal life he sought
ways to improve the conditions that
had made his early life so difficult. As
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the principles of Progress and Poverty
became a part of him he realized that
here, at last, was the answer, and
decided to devote his modest fortune
to spreading the doctrine. In time he
a will, bequeathing the bulk of
his estate for che form;gion of an or:
ganization devoted to “teaching, cx-
pounding and propagating the ideas
of Henry George as set forth ia his
book Progress and Poverty, and in his
ohléher wri:;)dgs."‘ in the fame document
that the last cha of
li'm,gvﬂ:jgc and Poverty be readP;? his
funcral service and this was done when
his death came in April, 1924,

The bequest of $200,000 was not
large as fortunes are measured today,
but it was sufficient to attracc atten-
tion and newspapers commented on
the for which it was left. The
old York Sun called it “an odd
bequest,” and asked, “'su the re-
form is accomplished, what then would
become of the money? Must propa-
ganda go on and on forever?” A caus-
tic letter to The Sun, which the paper
was fair enough to pring, feplied that
any residue might be used for the edu-
cation of simple-minded editors.

The will named 21 men to serve
on the board. These included such well
known men as Judge Samuel Seabury;
Walter Fairchild, a Jawyer who lived
most of his life next to poverty be-
cause he was always fighting the cause
of the under-dog who could seldom
pay; Charles Ingersoll, inventor of the
dollar warch; Bolron Hall, who later
established a small single tax enclave
in New Jersey known as “Free Acres”;
State Senator Charles O'Connor Hen-
nessy ; Frederic C. Leubuscher, the law-
ver who drew the will for Robert
Schalkenbach; Joseph Dana Miller,

‘5



editor of Land and Freedom; Louis
F. Post, assistant secretary of Labor
under Wilson; Lawson Pardy, head of
the Board of Taxes and Assessments
of the City of New York and later
resident of the Foundation; George
Rv.m!;y; and Frank Seephens, one
of the founders of Arden, the thriv.
ing enclave in Delaware,

Spring, 40 Years Age

In June, 1925, the Robert Schalken-
bach Foundation was charrered under
the laws of the State of New York,
as 2 non-political, non-profic member-
ship corporation with its first head-
quarters in 15 Park Row, though it
was little more than desk room. Later
we moved to Park Place, across from
City Hall, and there we stayed until
1938, by which time the Henry George
School had come into existence and
bought its first building on East 20th
Streer. We went to live with the school
then, and when they moved uprown
to East 69th Street we moved with
them.

There was litde difficulty in decid-
ing what the first tasks of the Founda-
tion should be. Doubleday and Com-
pany had uatil 1925 been willing o
keep the George books available, but
the demand for them was waning and
they had decided o allow them to go
out of print. The Foundation therefore
took as its first responsibility the job
of making new plates for Progress
and Poverly.

In 1929, 50 years after the first edi-
tion, Progreis and Poverly was re-pub-
lished by the Foundation. Seven hun-
dred copies were sent to newspapers
and magazines, college presidents, cler-
gymen, and othets in public life, and
the testimonials that were teceived
have been used again and again
throughout the years, An additional
1,000 were contributed to college and
public libraries, Five thousand dollars
were spent on advertising. Lecturers

6

were sent omt, among them Oscar
Geiger, who later started the Henry
Geotge School. At the end of 12
months, 2,000 copies of the book had
been sold.

In 1954 it was again time for new

, and a more modern formar, and
the 75th Anniversary Edition of Prog-
ress and Poverty came into being. The
aew book was designed by the son of
Wallace Kibbee, a weli-known printer
and Georgist in San Francisco.

Several abridgments of Progress and
Poperiy have been made, one of the
early ones being put into Braille and
distributed to libraries for the blind
throu, the United Stares, Helen
Keller, after reading the book in
Braille, paid her glowing tribute to
Henry George. We have also brought
out foreign translations which zre be-
ing distributed mainly theough, the
Henry Grorge School’s foreign cor-
respondence division. We now have it
in ltalian, French, German, Hebrew
and Spanish. Two of the other books.
Proteciion or Free Trade? and The Sci-
ence of Political Economy, in French
and Spanish respectively, will be an-
nounced soon.

To complete the story of how the
Henry George books were restored to
print, it should be added thar com-
mencing in 1931 we re-published the
other five titles by George, and the
Life of Henry George, written by his
son. After this came works by other
authors as manuscipts were found
which explained mjﬁ enlarged upon
the principles to which we were dedi-
cated — were, and are,

From the beginning the Foundation
has pursued an active college program.
[n the begioning this was aided by
the late John Dewey, whose statements
were publicized in advertisements and
pamphlets. Later we went on to the
awarding of fellowships and the fi-
nancing of students who needed time
for study and had already demon-
strated their incerest in Georgist ideas.
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Campus visitations were started in
1957 under the capable leadership of
Weld Carter. The was to dis-
cover professors interested in George,
and to offer our services to them and
any others who were interested in im-
proving their presentation of George
in classrooms,

From this efforr, which lasted for
three and 2 half years and included
seven states, came the founding of an
academic committee known as The
Committee on Taxation, Resources and
Economic Development, o further dis-
cussions of economic rent, taxation of
land values, and related topics. Dr.
Carl McGuire of the University of
Colotado is a member of TRED. (Five
annual academic institutes have re-
sulted, the latest having been held ar
the University of Wisconsin June
i4 - 16V,

A giant step in the development of
our college pro, was takes in 1941
with the founding of The American
Journal of Economics and Sociology, 2
quarterly publication, edited by Will
Lissner (page 9).

lecture tours have been spon-
sored for: Dr. Viggo Starcke of Den-
mark (1953) ; Judge Frank Lucas of
South Africa (1955) ; and Dr, Rolland
O'Regan of New Zealand (1963).
The tours took the men across country
from New York to California, speak-
ing to audiences of business and pro-
fessional people, city officials and col-
lege groups. All three came from
countries where some form of land
value taxation was being pracriced,
and each used this as a springboard.
We got good newspaper coverage, and
there were extensive qlt;otaﬁons and
references in the press long after the
speakers had returned to their own
countries,

One of the most exasperating but
rewarding things we ever undertook
was the making of a 15-minute motion
pictute, “Land—and Space to Grow.”
The film is distributed by film librarics
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to clubs, churches, colleges and high
schools zll over the countty, To date
it has been shown 7,500 times, and
has appeared over independent tele-
vision stations to an audience esti-
mated at well over a million. We are
now working on a second motion pic-
ture, but so far have not found a
script that dramatizes our message ef-
fectively.

The Undiminished Effort

These, then, are the highlights, but

ondy the highlighes, of 40 years. The
daily correspondence, the helping of
stutgm , the shipping of books to
bookstores and to the Henry George
School and extensions —by far our
largest customers — the contributing
of books to libraries — these are the
day-to-day routine activitics that keep
the wheels rurning and make the days
and years rush by with incredible
speed.
Henry George was 2 master of
words. In Social Problems he makes
that wonderfully expressive statement,
“Social reform is not to be gained by
nois¢ and shouting, but by the awaken-
ing of thought and the formation of
ideas,” When 1 see a fine article fike
that which appeared in March in
Fortune Magazine, and read its Jonger
coun in Nation's Cities — when
I hear, as 1 did che other day, a man
say that among thinking people Henry
George is at long last coming into his
own—~I can ooly believe—I can only
dare to hope, thar the awakening to
which Henry George so eloquently re-
ferred, is taking place. If it is, make
no mistake about it, you students of
Henry George who have stood stourly
by your convictions, have had a part
in it, as the Henty George School ha:
bhad a part in it and as I firmly befieve,
the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation
has, thanks ro the generosity of 2 warm-
heatted, public-spirited man, and his
"odd bequest.”



Sydneg Wayen

New York's pmpetg owners are
angrily resentful regarding the con-
siderable rise in taxes on “real estare,”
which of course includes both land
and improvements — but they are only
half-right. Acually, the tax on im-
provements is far to high (it should
be zero), but the tax on land values
is far too lov (it should be 100%).

¥F ok 2 = %

An executive of Kaiser Induscries,
which made sales totaling $1.3 billion
and earned a profic of million in
1964, when asked the “secret” of
these accomplishments, replied simply,
“We find a need and fill it” This is
mulium in parvo: not only is it eco-
nomics in one lesson, but in one brief
sentence.

* * % & F

It is droll to see that Britain's Labor
Government is pressing boldly toward
its goal of a planned and nationalized
economy, while the Soviet Union is
at least experimentally instituting rela-
tive freedom in various phases of its
industrial enterprises. It seems that ar
the same time the USSR is beginning
to realize the mistakes it kim made,

UK is ing to make its own.
e UK B pregpeg ™

Congress has been busily engaged
with legislation to cut excise taxes by
an estimated $4.8 billion a year. The
idea is grear — that, since the
US Treasury is running over §5 billion
in the red annually, we wonder what
kind of arithmetic they use in Wash-
ington, D. C,

The tshop mlins have a foundness for Ma and ha
e mischict, Tn the June HON Bie. Marnr ¢ " Clever,

writing of Hong Keng, tried

These Cllinm‘?
free trade and
progress.

VIEWS THE NEWS

————r

Federal Reserve Chairman William
McChesney Martin's bos;tnwnmz, that
he sees in woday’s m lo,
disquicting similasities to mmg
preceded the 1929 crash, brought a
quick recort from the National Admin-
istration, to the effect thac “it ain't nec-
essarily 50.” May we respectfully poi;;

governmental optimism,
and inevi result when too [itde
of the wealth produced reaches those
who produce it?

*® X % £ = 3

The cost to the taxpayers of Saskat-
chewan’s “free” medical care program,
which was $19,400,000 during its
first year of operation is to
reach $23,000,000 for 1964,
the merits or demerits of this wel-
fare project may be, should we be not
at least be spared the hypocrisy of
calling its benefits “free”?

*F B K & &

Spesking at Syracuse University's
commencement Tmrcisa, Commerce
Secretary John T. Congor challenged
?::edcans to learn more about how
the US ammmz works, declaring that
"by increasing knowledge of ocgnmn-
ics we strengthen the American free
enterprise system.” 'We su to the
y'l:umtergr men of Syracuse g?::fd else-
where) that the best way we know to
“increase knowledge of economics” is
to read a book called Progress and
Poverty — or, better yet, take a basic
course at the Henry George School.

er.
tnu:rlhﬂlw.dmnnlh,
to ita amazing, not amusing,
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“Overwhelmed by Friendliness”

by WILL LISSNER

ALL my life 1 have carned my daily
bread in the salt mines of jour-
nalism. My experience of colicge teach-
ing is limited to the part-time vasiety,
and 1 have found that teaching is hard
work. But Henry George dida’t think
so. He had a powerful hankering t be
professor of economics at the Univer-
sity of California, and he made 2 bid
for the job. He was very disappointed
when he didn't ger it.

George claimed he wanted the job
only because he thought it would win
a readier hearing for his ideas, his
attack ugon arrivilege.. his attempt to
recover for all the people their birth-
tif,ht, the land and natural resources
of the country, his program for assur-
ing ity of economic opportunity
for men and women, That, we
know with the wisdom of hindsight,
was a mistaken judgment. John Dewey
espoused George's ideas and gave them
the greatest measure of authority any
system of ideas ever has received in
our country—the authority of a world-
renowned scholar in social thought as
well as philosophy. So did another for-
mer honorary president of the Henry
George School, the sociologist Eduard
C. Lindemann. Still the public re-
mained propetly skeptical aod 1 am
surc that George himself would have
fared no better,

Very likely George's real reason was
that he knew he would enjoy teaching.
Certainly he was a marvelous teacher,
and he won a wide hearing outside
the academic groves, especially for his
central thesis, equality of economic
opportunity.

vally revolutionary ideas, how-
ever, that would go a long way toward
solving many of our social problems,
still press for adoption. For example,
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an idea as obvious as George's conten-
tion that we ought to take into ac-
count the economic and social effects
of taxation and choose as our tax in-
scruments those which have the least
harmful effects, Ot the equally far-
reaching idea thar in the last analysis
the laﬁ and other natural resources of
the country belong by ancient right to
all the people of the country, should
make the maximum contribution to
their well-being, and should not be
monopolized for the benefic and the

ndizement of the few who have
titles to those resources.

If the democratic ptinciples of Henry
George had prevailed very likely the
rich would get poorer in 2 relative
sense. The poor have indeed got richer
in our country in sgite of privilege
and y and if George's views
had all prevailed they would now be
very much richer in a relative as well
as an absolute sense. But the overrid-
ing advantage from greater equality in
economic opportunity would come
from the era of continwing economic
expansion it would usher in. This
would help to assure that, if we also
followed expansionary but not infla-
tionary monetary and credic policy, we
would be able to avoid serious eco-
nomic contractions in the future.

But privilege and moonopoly dic
hard. Back in 1940 we made an effort
to get the professors of economics,
sociology and the other behavorial sci-
ences to undertake research in these
problems, The effort failed: such re-
search was not self-generating. T made
a study of rhe situation and came to
the conclusion that this kind of fun-
damental reseasch had to be promoted.
The best way to promote it, it seemed
to me, was ¢o set up a scientific jour-
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nal which would publish the best orig-
inal research in the field and win for
it the attention of the scientific com-
munity all over the world.

I sold the then direcror of the Henry
George School, Frank Chodorov, on
the idea and he sold it to the execu-
tive secretary of the foundation, my
collaborator, V. G, Peterson. Between
them they sold it to the majority of the
directors of the Robert Schalkenbach
Foundation over the opposition of a
small group of directors convinced that
the effort would bankrupt the strug-
gling foundation,

The first issue of the American Jour-
nzl of Economics and Sociology was
published in the fall of 1941 and we
are now issuing the 24th volume. So
far 94 numbers have been tumed out
and we have F!a.ns already made for
the numbers of the next several years,
The Journal is read by pioneering re-
search workers in the behavorial sci-
ences in 63 countries. How was chis
achieved? At the outset I assembled
a formidable group of founders, head-
ed by John Dewey and Franz Oppen-
heimer, George Geiger, Harry Gunni-
son Brown and Adolph Lowe. It was
joined on the publication of the first
number by the distinguished scholar
who was to become my mentor in
serious journalism, Francis Neilson.

The Schalkenbach directors were
mainly business men, but a rare breed
of business men. They were scholars
and men of social vision as well. In
the early days we needed scholarly
manpower more than money and o
ger it we raided the board of the
Schalkenbach Foundation. Their mem-
bers pirched in as heartily as did our
scholarly founders,

For 24 years the basic work on the
Journal has been done by three of us;
Miss Peterson, her loyal and inde-
fatigable assistant, Frances Soriero, and
mysclf, But every issue involves the
cooperation of dozens of others, all
serving without pay to advance the
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social sdences, o help solve the prob-
iems that threaten the very existence of
our civilization. The ¢ s in-
dude some of the most distinguished
scholars hete and abroad. Whenever
someone raises a shibboleth about “the
treason of the dlerks,” the failure of
the intellecruals to wake responsibility
for the course of our society, 1 like to
think of the professorial record of co-
operation with our Journal.

In 24 years we have piled up, year
by year, factual material which even-
tually will make the case for a social
order founded on justice and liberty
compelling. We are demonstrating che
value of if} ch George pregosed
and which John Dewey developed for
the analysis and solution of social
problems. This is an approach which
employs the cooperation of the social
sciences and the humanistic disciplines
while we are engaged in integrating
the sciences so that, one day, by con-
scructive synthesis in the social sci-
ences, we can have a unified science
which will enable us to comprchend
problems as we encounter chem. In-
deed, the approach has already been
accepted by the scholars; now we have
the problem of making them see that
its methodology has been wotked our
so far only in a very elementary way.

If we have suc far beyond our
dreams of a quarer of a cenrury ago,
it is because we never anticipated the
warm manifestations of friendliness
we received from the scholars, Our
Journal has in face been overwhelmed
by friendliness, even from those whose
studies have made them critics of our
position, Cerainly the readiness of the
American scholagly community to ex-
amine new ideas helps to explin its
vitality and growth in the last genera-
tion. In fostering pioneering research
the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation
g::re“mid a share in the :hnd;t for

virality, so important to the future
of our country in this period of rapid
technological change.
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Toward a Great Society

by WALTER RYBECK

EIGHTY-SIX years ago Henry
George gave the world a vision of
a great society. This vision was ar once
so sweeping in its idealism and so
coldly scientific in its analysis that
George's followers — to say nothing
of his critics — rarely have bren able
to grasp and portray the breadth and
depth of it, Songe of Lyadon B. john-
son's harmonize, I believe,
with George's vision.

From where I stand in Washiagton,
the programs and policies that most
excite in me a warchful optimism are
these: civil rights, the war on poverty,
aspects of tax policy, trade, foreign
aid, a new focus on Jocal government,
the campaign for beauty, and a plan-
ned confroatation with land specula-
tion,

The civil rights struggle is more
than a new cra of justice for Negroes.
The reaffirmartion of the dignity and
rights of any among us is a victory
for all humanity.

Many take a dim view of the way
the war on poverty is headed and I
am not without certain misapprchen-
sions, Yet the President has awakened
America from smugness. Overnight he
demolished the 0[§n saw thar Progress
and Poverty was outdated. He made
the crime of poverty amidst affluence
the most current item on his domestic
agenda.

The Kennedy - Johnson administra-
tion firse urged tax cuts coupled with
tax reforms. The hopeful note here is
official recognition that taxes on pro-
duction can be too burdensome, not
only to business but to the entire pop-
ulace and the whole productive sys-
tem. A sustained period of increased
productivity with somewhat reduced
unemployment scemed to bear out the
wisdom of easing the tax burden. But
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one shudders to think what will hap-

pen fo prices, real wages and produc-

tion levels if these gains are translated

—as gains usually have been—
Fighe /

inte t land values and higher
rents.
When I first became acquainted with

Henry George's analysis of protection
in international trade, free trade was
considered almost subversive. Today
the country strongly supposts, if not
free trade, at least freer trade. With
our ideological allies we have been
negotiating the "Kennedy round” of
tariff reductions. With some of our
ideological rivals, we are looking into
token trade as an alternative to the
form of warfare known as erade block-
ades,

We encouraged the growth of Euro-
pean free trade areas, naively ignoring
that the same countrics practicing free
trade among themselves may become
the worst trade monopolists as against
the rest of the world. Look ar the out-
side of 2 free union and too often you
find a tariff union.

Expect to hear a deal about
a free trade arca for %h?whole West-
ern Hemisphere if the Inter-American
conference, long postponed, convenes
this summer in Brazil. This is a race
against time, Unless free trade pro-
vides a base for maximum market RPrcc
dom without exploitation, internation-
al price-fixing agreements on commod-
ities such as coffee threaten to domin-
ate world trade.

American aid o underdeveloped na-
tions too often has made rich
richer, the poor poorer and tyrannical
governments more firmly entrenched.
Belatedly we have begun to consider
social and political readjustments to
complement our financial assistance.
Both land and tax reform thus have
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found their way into the bag of for-
ign aid devices we are peddling
around the globe,

When we initiaced a beefed-up de-
velopment program for all the Amer-
icas, big doses of meaningful land and
tax reform were written into the basic
charter of the Alliance for Progress.
After several years, little genuine land
or tax reform is apparent in Latin
America, however,

The most chatitable observation is
that it takes time for right acion o
catch up with righe thinking. Reforms
are often most stren resisted
where are most needeg On the
hopeful side, American policy state-
ments often stress improved systems
of land tenure, incentive taxation and
the concept of wxing idle land into
use.

Chances for new vitality in local
government spring less from White
House pronouncements than from 2
licle known agency called the Ad-
visory Commission on Intergovern-
mental Relations. The long-neglected
fiscal undespinnings of democracy are
gerting a new look thanks to this com-
mission’s careful research, well docu-
mented rts and strong recommen-
dations ﬁed up by draft bills pre-
pared for use by state legislatures. For
source marterial on local and stare tax
policies, get on the mailing list of this
commission.*

The idea that America belongs to
all Americans was heard in magnif-
cent vatiety during the White House

* Advisory Commission on Intergoveenmen-
tal Relations, Washington, D.C. 20575

snd the family have the profound sympathy of many

Conference on Natural Beauty. The
ick is to foster private use without
doing anmy injustice to the general
interest. The formulz for reconciling
these seemingly conflicting interests
onder maximum freedom,
worked out by Henry George, surely
was one of the high watermarks of
his genius. The poist here is that the
fand problem, long considered some-
thing only other nations need worry
about, is on America’s agenda.

One of the most significant pros-
pects is Johnson's proposal to prod
around the sacrosanct institution of
land speculation in his drive for “revo-
Jationary imy ¢ in the quality
of the American City.” He called for
establishment of a Temporary Na-
tional Commission to study the impact
of local and federal tax policies on
“land specufation and on the ability
of private enterprise to 1 d to the
public interest’ {See April HGN,

Toe in the l;gl):“}. and is awaiting
of a to create a Depart-
mg:f Urban Affairs before acting.

Innumerable trends and programs
running counter to those mentioned
cou[dnie cited. A vast expanse of
darkness sill pervades the scene. We
ate challenged as never before to enter
the main strcam of public discussion.
A great society is never the product of
any one person, nor of one president
nor of one geear thinker like Henry
George. To the extent we or any
Americans have answers to some of
the big quesdons being asked, we
should try to take advantage of the

portunities. This is no time to cower
in isolation, fearful of harsh criticism.

Georgist
met them and heard the Judge speak a1t conferences through the years.
Howard T. Colvin, a labor relations expert, who was a valued benefactor
of the Washington ID.C. extension, died in April st Hagerstown, Maryland.
He served in many arbitration issues and look an active part in civic affairs.
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MAYOR CLARKSON SCORES AGAIN
Last year Mayor James Clarkson of Southfield, Michigan won the U.S

Conference of Mayors over to the idea of a preliminary st of the general
asﬁ:mdlaadwuebxzﬁquhisywthemmﬂgaySt Louis, and
following closely on the President’s suggestion for property tax reform, Mayor

son called for a renewed effort. It was therefore resoived “that the U.S.
Conference of Mayors direct a continuing staff study of ways of improving
the property tax, with particular attention to ways of taxing land value
increases resulting from public improvements.”

WHAT GIVES VALUE TO LAND?

“We get unsolicited letters from all over the country asking us for jobs.
8¢ we get our pick of the best men in the business, because they want to live
where it’s sunny and dry.” This came, not from the Chamber of Commerce, but
from the President of the Tyler Printing Company in Phoenix, as reported in
“Surge in the Sand,” in the Wall Street Journal,

In the same Journal we read that real estate speculation is being tested as a
means of rcwardmng executives by some of the small California firms. Using
company-guaran borrewing, :ie company and executives buy land. Rising
land prices and deduction of loan interest and land taxes from their taxable
income are counted on to provide their bonus! '

DOWNTOWN BOOSTERS

“Valuable income producing asset where there are people and excitement
...an A-l1 investment. Millions are being spent for renewal of downtown Fort
Worth. The longer you hold the land on which the Blackstone (Hotel of Dis-
tinction) stands, the more valuable it will become. This preferred site can be
utilized many ways to make a fortune. Make it yours at auction where yon
set the price” Adv.

THREE STEPS TO RICHES

In “10 Days to a Great New Life,” William E. Edwards encourages readers
to create new ideas and make written organized notes for action. Example;
A man learned that a 100-acre farm 5 miles out of town was for sale (step one),
Six months ago he saw a notice in the paper that the township was going to
surface the back country roads (two). He knows a large corporation will build
a new plant in town and hire 3,000 new employees (three). He recently discov-
ered when his son and family were looking for a home that there was an acute
housing shortage in the town (four). X X

Says the author, “It's casy enough to see the relationship of these four facts
.., Buy the farm and sell it as a real estate devclopment to house the new
employees at the new plant in town...The rest of us,” he adds, “need some
kind of difcipﬁﬂe that will stir the unconscious mind into this creative process.”
How true!

BLASPHEMY
Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. in her book “Day Before Yesterday,” recalls
an incident when her husband was Govemmor of the Phili . After FDR

offered a bonus to farmers not to grow cane sugar, an old couple who had
worked hard to gain an independent livellhood wrote to the Crop Control
Commigsion: “We understand God has given us the land on which 1o grow
sugar. The government bas ordered us not to do so. We will obey, as it
appears the government is stronger than God. But we refuse to accept money
for such blasphemy.”
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I wonder if taxation can be consid-
ered in selation to chess? If I may
explain — 64 sections make a town-
ship and that number of squares make
a checker or chess board. If 1 were 1o
play an expert in taxation, I would
tend to sound him out on what he con-
sidered as fair taxation. He might con-
sider my position as rather vain, and
would, after a number of games, start
avoiding me.

That, however, is where my position
is strong, because my interest is in
connection with where both taxation
and chess are well organized. Conse-
quent[r 1 am continually practicing
and playing in order to improve my
position. I get beat a lot, but my
method is improving and becoming
stronger.

Now consider the expert as one
who is going to change m: ition
tax-wisc, mdgis continually geaﬁtﬂg me
in our game.

1 reason calmly about the law
of averages and the fact that he will
soon tire of winning and somehow my
position will win. Seems like to con-
sider taxation in the right way takes
a lot of practice. And not to become
discouraged by practice is my prob-
lem with land value taxation. How
often do property owners or land-
owners differ on their positions? All
the time, for some.

In crossing swords in chess it is
much the same.

Would anybody interested in land
value taxation care to accept a chal-
lenge to a game of postal chess?

Thank you.

ROBERT L. McMULLEN
Laramie, Wyoming 82070
Box 53
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Gaston Haxo insists in his letter in
the May HGN that there is no inter-
est, but he izes that there iy a
return to real capital which he claims
is determined by the skill and ability
of tlie producess. This recurn 1 prefer
to call economic interest in contradis-
tinction to money interest. The return
to individuals does vary. In other
words, there is a differential between
men in producing and jor using capi-
tal.

I agree with him thar “the question
of the real rates of interest on real
capital cannot be answered.” There is
no general rate for real capital like a
general rate for money. He denies that
capital is a facor of production and
says that it is a factor or instrumental.
ity of labor. Cannot the same be said
for land? And therefore there is no

such ching as rent?
Thank you. :
VICTOR WASICKI
8:. Louis, Mo.

The work here goes well, our legis-
lation being such that ical appli-
cation of the teaching of Henry George
is possible for muniipal finances. In
my own loality 'm thoroughly en-
joying the leadership of a committee
that this coming August, I'm sure,
will result in the finances for this
municipality being brought across to
what we call site-rating, As it affects
direcdly about $1,000,000 in annual
revenues and, indirectly, a furcher
$500,000 and may be a trigger action
thar will affect ¢ $80,000,000 of
sach revenues, it is not by any means
2 small thing that I'm involved in.
Fortunately, or perhaps because the
project is such a2 morally good one, I
have been able to gather a team of

such as anyone would be proud
of, and the educational effect on the
individuals is startling.

Good luck to Georgists all over.

W. H. PITT
Bayswater, Victoria
Australia
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The Henry George School in the News

LOB ANGELES invites all visitors
enroute to the annual conference w
577 North Vermont, on Saturday, July
10th for buffet dinner, fun and frolic.
"We will welcome them to Cali-
fornia,” says Harry Pollard, “and ex-
plain how our smog mostly drifts
down from San Francisco.” Furcher-
more, he adds, tourist literature on
Los Angeles will be supplied, Roy
Begley, who narrowly nﬁls:s?;d getting
elected 10 the Canadian Parliament,
and who MC'd the rollicking panel on
"The Dactor and His Customer” last
month, will speak.

ST. LOUIS director, Loral Swofford,
reports on graduates from the basic
and advanced courses given during the
recent term, bringing the total to 160
for the year. He is happy, to, with
four new teachers, much needed and
greatly appreciated. He and his wife
will ge at the annual conference in
California to meet colleagues and
make new acquaintances. He plans to
devote his full energies to fund rais-
ing and a membership program soon,
and one suspects that these are no idle
wholzdx. for his encrgies are consider-
a

DETROIT staged an achicvement
program at its June 5th spring term
letion meeting. Benjamin F,
Smith reported on illegal taxation of
land in Grand Rapids, where he lives.
He has become a one-man army
in Michigan, and has cercainly stirred
" things up here, said Robert Benton,
the direcror. We suspect he has ome
good army staff member — his wife.
We hope to hear more abour this at
the annual conference this month.
Mayor James Clarkson of Southfield,
Michigan, who is now in his third
term  with phenomenal credits for
mayoral performance, spoke of sky-
rocketing land values in Southficld,
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NEW YORK’S June commencements
were well attended. Two Spanish
classes held graduation exercises for
the largest number of graduates to
date. Matthew Ossias and William
Camargo of the headquarters staff are
encouraged the fact that Latin
Ametican stu are eager for edu-
cation and a large percentage complete
every course in which enroli.

The summer term has begun with
basic cconomics classes on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays, in Eng-
fish and Spanish. Two advanced
courses arc on the agenda, and a ten-
week course in Russian Languaﬁe and
Culture taught by Mrs. Livba K.
Chambers. As is customary in summer,
there will be 2 class for high school
students. Philadelphia will also offer
2 high school class, and students in
both cities may, if they wish, compete
in the ann essay contest for the
Ezra Cohen Memorial prize.

Robert Clancy, New York director,
will take the “high road” to the West
Coast, and will stop in Great Falls,
Montana, where he will address a
public meeting as the guest of Russel
Conklin.

CALI, COLOMBIA has carolled 250
students in the three summer classes
being offered there in the new exten.
sion. These will be raught by the vis-
iting instructor, Peter Patsakos, assist-
ant director from New York, in the
famous Sierra Building. Enroute to
Cali, Mr. Patsakos was surprised by
cordial o r notices on arrival
and also in gmzma.

PUERTO RICO welcomed 200 per-
sons fo its annual banquet in May.
Arnold A. Weinstein, a trastee of the
HGS in New York and Peter Patsakos,
were among the guests. The director
of this extension, Dr. Edwin Rios
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Maldonado, was present at the inter-
national conference last summer and
explained that the school in San Juan
emphasizes not only the importance
of land reform, but spiritval and cul-
tural standards as well, which their
students eagerly accept.

KENYA comes a litde doser every

them soyally when they visit in his
home. A first basic course has been
completed in the New Era College
2nd others have S\acn planned, Adve;
tisements in the dai newspapers, an

in posters and bmch]lfres, bmu?ht morc
than 2 hundred inquiries regarding
the basic course in economics, which
he answered. This and much more is
covered in an “account rendered” after

time a few hours are clipped from the
flight schedule. Kul Bhushan, the young
idea-filled director of the Center for touched off by his arendance ar the

Economic Inqui?, keeps in touch with  international conference last summer
Georgists, world-wide, and enterraing in New York,

@
WEST COAST CONFERENCE

You may sill humﬁmetnemwlhezlumnmimlmof the
Henry George School July 14th to 18th at the Asilomar Hotel in Pacifie Grove,
California. This ideal location offers pccom that will delight the

of every jaded Georgist who grumbles amiably at conferences, but
wouldn’t miss one on a .

There will bhe the stimulation of hearing sbout California’s Homeowner

i ilosophy of Henry George in

theory and praetice; also a social evening and ter party. With Robert Tide-

and enjoy life ecompletely.
Peninsula

six months of enthusiastic activity

“We did get exposure,” says Wylie Young of the Erie, Pennsylvania
atlempt te put a LYT u;d{datn up for ta the City Conneil. “We

have plans 10 continue our activity, arrangemem
have Eem completed. We are convineed that a political campaign is

most effective way to educate, People will listen becanse they feel
can make their voles count in a matter where their folure is gt stake, We
reached

will move 10 a ition of bargaining fmmwwawmhu-,
and then ;?c rmr:wﬂlbe&iﬁmt because I ill then he an idea
“whose time has come.”

MRS. JESSIE CARTER
APT. 705 4900 MARINE DRIVE
CHICAGO 1ILL. 60640
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