PUBLISHED BY HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

A School Grows

In Latin America

OCTOBER 1965

OR the first time there is an exten-

sion of the Henry George School
in South America. This grew out of
the efforts of several people, but Her-
nan Sanin Vermont is the man to
whom most credit is due.

Mr. Sanin’s encounter with the phi-
losophy of Henry George was a tutn-
ing point in his life and he likes to
tell about it: “It seems like only yester-
day that I read for the first time Prog-
ress and Poverty. One day in a book-
store in downtown Manhattan, where
1 used to buy my books, I came across
the masterwork. Its ideas interested me
extraordinarily and the false concepts
and half-truths that I had were elimi-
nated. The change in my thinking was
so deep that I discontinued writing my
book on the social problems of Latin
America.

“Then I found there was a school
where the writings of Henry George
were taught, and I immediately at-
tended. I took all the courses given in
Spanish. Since that time I have wanted
to propagate the concepts I learned
and there was no better place to do
this than in my country, Colombia,
where the economic system has brought
the nation to the verge of catastrophe.”

Last summer Mr. Sanin, William
Camargo and Peter Patsakos worked

together at the Span-
ish Pavilion of the
World’s Fair. Many
tithes, over a plate
of delicious paella
valenciana they dis-
cussed and planned
the extension to be.

Hernan Sanin was able to take the
Spanish teachers’ training coutse in
New York and was selected to teach a
class in Fundamental Economics. It
was very successful—90 per cent of the
students completed the course. When
he returned to Cali in October 1964,
he promptly announced his intentions
of starting an extension there. A teach-
er friend offered him the use of a large
room, and when he opened the doors
on April 7th more than 150 people
came. Among them were college pro-
fessors, businessmen, laborers and a
bathing beauty.

In June, Peter Patsakos, Assistant
Director of the Henty George School
in New York, went to work in the
new extension with his old friend. The
Cali school uses the standard approach
-—the Socratic method—with weekly
two-hour sessions each week. However,
there was one important difference.
The students were required to hand in
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their lessons every week to be graded
and then returned, and to pass a final
examination of more than 30 ques-
tions, before receiving their certificate,
in the belief that they would appreci-
ate it more if they worked for it:

Forty-two students completed the
first basic course and the ceremony,
reported in the press, was at the Aristi
Hotel, one of the city’s finest. About
150 people came and listened with in-
terest to talks by a college economics
professor and a senator. Thirty-five of
the graduates then enrolled for Ap-
plied Economics taught by Peter Pat-
sakos.

The second semester of the Funda-
mental Economics course began in mid-
June and has just terminated with a
class of over 100. Mr. Sanin expects
to take this group through his course
in Reforma Agraria, along with the
graduates of Applied Economics. This
course is very successful, since it deals
with and demolishes the concept of
land subdivision as the solution to the
economic underdevelopment of Latin
America, and it offers a fiscal reform
that can abolish both the “latifundia”
and “minifundia” peacefully for the
benefit of the whole community.

The Cali extension now boasts an
advisory committee composed of sev-
eral graduates who meet regularly with
the director. One meémber has gener-
ously offered his spacious, centrally
located office to serve as headquarters
for the extension. The Alumni Com-
mittee helped arrange for a conference
which Messrs. Sanin and Patsakos gave
in Palmira, a city near Cali, where over
100 persons heard talks on agrarian
and tax reform. The great interest gen-
erated there resulted in an invitation to
M. Sanin, who is an agricultural engi-
neer, to teach Agricultural Economics
at the University of Palmira, and he
has accepted.

In August there was a conference
on birth control in Cali. This was the

14

first public discussion of this topic in
Colombia, and the press covered it
to a point of saturation. Latin Ameri-
can leaders attended and many of
them defended birth control as a na-
tional policy in the interest of econo-
mic development. Mr. Sanin took ad-
vantage of this publicity and offered
a series of lectures and panel discus-

- sions on the fallacies of Neo-Malthu-

sianism. These talks attracted dele-
gates from the birth control confer-
ence, and controversy is still raging
in the press over the views expressed
by Mr. Sanin against the “new pan-
acea.”

Ecuador and Peru

On leaving Cali, Peter Patsakos ‘went
to Guayaquil, Ecuador, where he met
a student who had taken the Funda-
ymental Economics course in Puerto

‘Rico—Alfonso Loafza, a government

economist and banana expert. He also
teaches economics and statistics at the
University of Guayaquil, and there Mr.
Patsakos was invited to speak on basic
economic reform. Mr. Loaiza hopes to
start a Henry Geotrge extension in his
city.

In 1963 Peter Patsakos had taught
economics at the Catholic Santa Maria
University in Arequipa, Peru. This
year he was invited to teach there
again, and also at the public San
Agustin University. The previous year’s
economics majors at San Agustin were
taught Agrarian Reform, and the
third year majors at Santa Matia
studied Fundamental Economics. The
textbooks used were Reforma Agraria
en America by C. P. Catranza, an Ar-
gentine Georgist; and Progreso y
Miseria, respectively.

Mr. Patsakos believes he found a
capable and enthusiastic prospective
director in Arequipa, Ernesto Borda,
who will graduate in a year and a half
from the University of Santa Maria
where he is majoring in economics.
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Having taken the basic courses in 1963
with Mr. Patsakos, he has now com-
pleted the advanced class, Reforma
Agraria.

Throughout his trip, Mr. Patsakos
was cordially received. While there are
criticisms of “Uncle Sam,” individual
Americans of good will are heartily
welcomed. In Panama, where Mr.

Patsakos also stopped, John Morales, -

a good friend of the school, arranged
for nation-wide radio and press inter-
views.

Both Cali and Arequipa are the
second largest cities in their countries
and both have experienced large popu-
lation increases, mainly due to im-
migration from nearby towns and the
countryside. In both, especially in Cali,
there is a great deal of land specula-
tion caused by the increase in popu-
lation and commerce. Both cities are

examples of the way an increase in .

wealth can decrease the standard of
living of many—Iland prices and land
rent have risen enormously with rela-
tively little rise in wages and interest.

Centralization is unpopular in Latin
America, as people see revenue going
to the capital and very little coming
back. The Georgist system, with col-
lection at the local level, would act
as a natural break against repressive
governmental power.

There is genera] sympathy among
the students for socialist or Marxist
ideas, although most of them are really
anti-monopolist rather than pro-com-
munist. The only groups that speak
out strongly against privilege are
Marxist-inspired, and socialist ideas
are therefore winning by default. The
Georgist philosophy shows that pri-
vate monopoly and state monopoly are
wrong. Both systems violate the natural
rights of property by failing to dif-

terentiate between the product of in-
dividuals (wages and interest) and
the product of the community (land
rent).

Puerto Rico

Enroute to South America, Peter
Patsakos met Arnold Weinstein, Trus-
tee of the Henry George School, and
together they visited the extension in
Puerto Rico and arrangements were
made for William Camargo, Interna-
tional Secretary at New York head-
quarters, to make an extended visit
and assist the director, Edwin Rios
Maldonado, in the school’s expan-
sion program. This extension has been
subdivided into six regional areas cov-
ering the island. Courses in Funda-
mental Economics will be given this
fall in Ceiba, Isabela, Mayaguez,
Ponce and San Juan, serving rural as
well as urban centers. Carlos Munoz
Rivera has been named Assistant Di-
rector and will be in charge of pro-
motion. He is a leader in the consumer
cooperative program and has arranged
for classes at various island coopera-
tives. Mr. Camargo, having spoken
with many of the school’s leaders,
feels there is a great potential in
Puerto Rico.

Another prospect for a Henty
Geotge School is in the Dominican
Republic. Dominican graduates of the
school in New York are planning to
return to their country and start classes.
Within the United States there are
plans for Spanish courses in another
city with a large Spanish-speaking
population—Los Angeles. After only
four years the Spanish language work
of the Henry George School is show-
ing impressive results. Will Latin
American acceptance out-rank that in
the States?

Miss Nehama Eisenstein, who recently became Mrs. Damary, has been busy
with the Henry George School’s correspondence course in Hebrew. The Damarys
are returning to Israel and Nehama will continue working for the school there,
contacting our growing number of Israeli students.
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