CHAPTER VIII
IS SOCIALISM SCIENTIFIC
ONE of the claims most frequently and passionately urged

by modern socialists is, that their system has emerged from
the empirical stage and has become scientific. Neverthe-

“less, this claim appears to be unfounded. Knowledge

becomes science through the systematic arrangement of
the natural laws by which a group or groups of related
facts or phenomena are governed, and in their interpretation
through causal connection, so that from that which is
observable conclusions can be formed with regard to that

. which is not observable. The essential condition through

which a mere collection of facts becomes a science is,
therefore, the discovery and tabulation of the invariable,
natural laws which govern their appearance. Any system
which applies such natural laws to man’s needs, is a system
based on science, i.e. scientificc.  Thus navigation 1s
scientific, inasmuch as it is based on the sciences of
mathematics and astronomy ; 4 scientific system of medi-
cine is based on the natural laws tabulated by the sciences

. of biology and chemistry ; a scientific system of mining is

based on geology, etc. Likewise any system of politics

© will be scientific, if it is based on well-ascertained natural

. laws governing the conduct of man in society. But if any

political system is not based on such natural laws, still
more if it is based on the express denial of the existence

© of such laws, it cannot be scientific ; it is a mere empirical
. conception.

This is the position of Socialism. The most prominent
of the conceptions on which it is based is, that there are
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no natural laws which govern the distribution of wealth ;
that distribution may governed by municipal enact-
ments alone, and that, therefore, its arbitrary regulation is
a necessary function of the State, and the only means by
which justice in distribution can be achieved. Whether
this conception is true or not does not concern us here.
If true, then Socialism is not scientific, because there is
no science on which it can be based ; if untrue, then
Socialism is unscientific, because it disregards the science
on which the economic part of politics must be based.
This denial of natural law, therefg:-)e, whether in itself it
is true or not, destroys the claim of Socialism to be
considered scientific, and proves that it is based on un-
verified or unverifiable interpretations of facts, the causal
connection of which is either unknown or disregarded.
The ethical conceptions on which Socialism is based
are equally empirical and equally deny the possibility of

any moral science. For the conception of a right includes .

that of a duty to respect that right. The denial of natural
rights, therefore, involves the denial of natural duties. If
all rights are granted by the State, all duties are imposed
by the State. Moral conduct, therefore, is conduct
according to law; there is no standard by which the
morality of any law may be determined, for the existence
of the law constitutes its morality. Morality, therefore,
has no existence ; it is merely a secondary term for legality.
As in the case of economics, therefore, Socialism is
unscientific, whether this denial of ethics, and, consequently,
of ethical science, is true or untrue; if true, because there
is no ethical science on which its proposals can be based ;

if untrue, because its proposals disregard the laws which '

that science has established.
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