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AN I-YOU CHAT

A pamphlet, Property Taxation: Eccmonus ASpects, by Prof, Ca Lowell Harriss, s
analyzes the tax on property. and criticizes present=day practice with its inconsis~
tencies and difficulties.  Prof, Harriss notes that the property tax is really two
taxes ~ one on land and one on improvements - and he gives welcome endorsement to
the proposal to shift the burden of taxation from the improvements ‘to the land,

Insoffar as Georgists are concerned, Prof. Harriss cautions: "The extravagance
of the claims of some advocates of the single tax or site value taxation has hurt
a good cause, namely the effort to. distinguish between the economic effects of taxes
on land from those on improvementss n ! :

Proﬁ. D:Lck Netzer in his book, Economics of the Froperty Tax, has given simie
J..ar quallfled endorsement to LVT, along with a chiding of Georgists for the big
.sbatements they make, And we can find similar evaluations by former generations of
economists, such as Robert M, Halg, Raymond T, Bye, F.W, Tauss:t.g and others. -

We -of course welcome any move. toward land va.lue taxatlon and any . professmnal
advocacy of a move in that direction. It is encouraging that there is a revival of
jnterest in the subject today, particularly in the field of urban renewal. But we
cannot deny that we want more than that - we want the abolition of all taxation save
that upon land values - and we. think it will do a lot more than urben renewal. Do
we want, or cla:l.m, toa me.ch?

Henry George himself clalmed a lot. He was looking not merely for a good fis
cal system for cities, but for an answer to the problem of poverty, Did he £ind it?
If not, where did he go wrong? He deserves a better reply than the sort of thing
ene can say without even study:.ng a proposal. One can shrug off any analysis and
solut:a.on by saylng uhere is no single answer to today‘s complex problems.

If our prof:essor frlends think we are too exbreme in wanting the full single
tax, will they tell us where to stop? If a little land value taxation would be good,
why not more? If ‘taxes on production discourage prochlctlon, why not keep removing

“them?  If we'can achieve the whole “thing, we would be glad to accept whatever the
-s:_n;gle t% accompllshes and take back whatever other Yextravagant" claims wa made,
“But, desxr’ pmfessor fwiends, can you tell us just what will and will not hnppen
under the “single tax'? , g

(Property Taxatmn. Beonomic Aspects is available from the Tax E‘oundatlon,
50 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N.¥. 10020, U.S.A¢) -
| ’<0’{/ -6"/’%7" Cgmui
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| COLFERENGES AND RIGHTS

The October 22 issue of Liberal News Commentary, organ of Britain!s Liberal
Party, carried a full-page report of the 12th International Conference on Land Value
Takxation and Free Trade, Reports on Australia, Canada and Southfield, Mich, were .
given attention, as well as Roy Douglas' history of free trade in Britain and Victor
Saldji's critique of the Land Commission'!s Betterment Levy.

Prominent attention was given in this report to the address on Human Rights by
Frank Dupuis, of which a resumé was given, Mr. Dupuis! paper was also reprinted in
full in Land and Liberty (london) and the Hemry George.News (New York), indicating
widespread. interest in this important topic as well as in lir, Dupuis! masterly
treatment of it, .

1968 was declared internationally to be Human Rights Year. What a year to cele
ebrate with such a themel Assassinations, riots, invasion of Ozechoslovakia, Middle
East flare-upsj civil war in Nigeria, stalled Vietnam peace talks.

An international conference on Humen Rights was held in Teheran, Iran, April

22 o May 13, 1968, There was a report on it ih ‘the U.S, State Department Bulletin:
of September 2 (interesting date -~ Henry George's birthday), by Bruno V, Bitker.

He observed that national -interests dominated and resulted in some acrimonious di.se
putes, among them Arabs vs. Israclis, commnists vs. capitalists, ete, After weeks
of wrangling, some sort of consensus was hammered out on questions of illiteracy,
women's rights, family planning, freedom of expression, racial discrimination, and
war --all couched in very general terms, (Hot much on economic rights,) The genm
eral atmosphere, Mr. Bitker noted, was discouraging and marked by narrow nationale
istic interests, and although there were some accomplishments, he commented: MSad-
1y, however, L have had to conclude that man has not yet reached that stage in his

development where he is ready to accept the universality of human rights,™

- Prof, Steven Cord of Indiana University, Pa; s UsS.A,, has entered the Human
Rights lists with a pamphlet, The Historian as Moral Judge. On rights, Prof. Cord
speaks out as follows: e :

"Most peaple-are willing to acknowledge a right.to life, but then all the
other.rights flow from this basic.one. If I have a right to my life, I own
myself, the actions of my body are mine (right to liberty), including those
actions called labor (right to labor, and therefore property).

If private property.can only be justified by labor, then only those things
that are the product of labor can rightfully be owned, Thus, air, sea and land
are morally excluded from being made private property, but we can satisfy every
onels equal right .'to land by requiring that each landowner pay the annual rent-
al value of his land to society in the form of a tax in lieu of as many other
taxes as possible. -

Thus we can condlue that we have equal rights to life, liberty and prop-
erty, These rights are by definition inalienable just as-facts are by definie
tion trueess Rights can be ignored just as-facts can, but ‘that doesn't mean
they don't exist all the same. A man may be killed but he goes to his.grave
with his.right to life forever intaoct.

There are some who say that all rights are derived from. the state, but as
Henry George onee said, .!they do not really think this 3 for they are as ready
as any one else to say of any proposed state action that it is- right or it is
wrong, in which they assert some standard of getion higher than the state,?
(A Perplexed Philosopher,) . The govermment does confer legal rights upon indie:
viduals, but we have been taling about moral rights here, - Hopefully legal '
rights will conform to the ‘higher moral lawe® .
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A NBEJ RIGHT FOR MEN AND NATIONS}
By Fhilipp Knab (V:Lennﬂ, Aystria)

. Twenty-three years after World War Ik mankind is still far from true ,p'"’eace.
A renewed, perhaps still worse outburst of the suleidal eraze is threatening hu-
manity, and has set aflame several spots on the. globe,

Disappointment and discouragement have spread among the friends of peace all
over the world, for their great hope, the United Nations, have so far, notwith-
standing various important perfomances in different fields, proved impotent to
fulfall their chief object, which is to bring about a true, just and lasting peace.

We, the advoeates of peuce s should not despair, however, for all that. We
must preserve patience and confidence! We, the German-speaking nations, however,
must do more than mercly preserve paticnce and confidence. We must actively con-
tribute to the new Charter of Peace., Our region of settlement is situated in the
center of- multinational -Burope, where opposite forces meet, so we have the most to
suffer from their conflicting currents, o nation or group of nations has in fact
more neighbors than we. If we want to enjoy peace:and security we must endeavor to
£ind peaceful solutions to the great and still unanswered ques stlons which human
symbiosis has raised. since the beginning of time 3 and is raising at present with
u.nprecedonted urgcncy. For now the question is: To be or not to bel -

Principles o ‘ : o i . _
To this end it is necessary that as many of us as possible should have ®me cone

ception of what this coexistence would be like in the times to- come. Tde m st try

to find out and spread its prmcq.ples. :

" What, then, shall the future Order of Peace- bc l:t.k.c? Lct us start from the
principle which at present is gencrally accepted, . .never den:t.ed, is asserted, avowed
and paid homage by all statesmen, political prties, religious crecds, and proclaimed
by the mass media - that all men are brethren! This implies that all men have the |
same claim to the earth, their common mothers -to -all her treasures and oppor’ounmt:.es.
It further dmplies that no individual or group of individuals, no ‘people or state
can claim for itself part .of the earth or its surface, its underground beneath or
its airspace above s without adquately indemnifying the rest of manklnd for su.ch lease
or usufruct,’ .

It further means; as a matter of *:.rlncn.ple s that every man is entitled to set-
tle anywherc on earth and earn a living there if he is willing to pay the indemnity
due to'all other men for the portion of the earth occupied by him. Therefore, in

pr::.ncn.ple, “There should exist no impediment or restriction whatever to the migratiom
of-'méh and nations, no bars to irmigration or emigration! Nations that want to pro-
vent dmmigration of men or groups of meén for whatever rcasons - religious s racial ax-
other grounds:- would have to pay an adecuate mdenmty to the supra-national orga.n-
ization of humanity which is at present embodied in the United Nations,

 Within each nation, the asxiom that the earth belongs to all men implies that
dach holder of land would have to pay to the commnity to which he belongs, - munici~-
palityy prov:mce or state ~ a.due which corresponds to the value of his lo’o but om |
the other hand he should enjoy the full fruit of his labor and should not be subject.
to any tax on it. These principlgs are those of the American social philosephér "
Henry George 'md of his predecessors and followers. throughout the wordd.

Gonseonlences

; " What would be the consequences of the dppllcatlon of these pI"lnClpleS in the
himan commonwealth, internationally, nationally, cconomically and soc:.a]_'l_y”
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Let us first consider the international effects. It would meon, firstly, that '
thosc nations which at prescnt prohibit or restrict immigration would have to pay to
the United Nations, in proportion to the value of thelr territories, very consider-
able sumse The UN (a prliminary step to a future world order cmbracing all. men and
nations ) would thus obtain the funds they would require in order to set up a power-
ful peace force, superior to those of all other states, so that they, the UN, could
prevent wars between nations and meintain peace, If this order were firmly estabs:
lished, nations could dispense with militery ond defencc programs of their own.

Not a1l nations - particularly those in possession of large uninhabited arcas =
would or could take upon themselves such large indenmities, but would prefer to open.
their fronticrs to immigration, so there would be enough free land available to ad-
just the pressure of population and charmel the movement of migration.

The social, cconomic and financial improvements which would come into effect as”
a consequence of applying the Georgist principle of taxing land values instead of
muman effort and enterprise, both.in the nationel and international spheres, would
act as a further guarantee for sccuring peaceful evolution. Thus, the threce main
couscs of wary namely, the armaments race, the pressure of population and social
misery, would be avoideds '

One circumstance has to be considereds 4As a consequence: of free migrabiony it
is possible that a change of languege and nationality in the population of the coum~
tries concerned would take place which is now prevented by fronticr barricrs. SWE
the new immigrants into a country have to accept its language and ‘culture so as ro
give up their own, or should the frontiers be altered accordingly in case bhey gain
the majority? In order to render possible a peaceful scttlament, the supranational
orgonization should arrange plepiscites, within periods of perhaps thirty years,
upon request and at the. edpense of the population concerned, so as to find oub whe-
ther: an. alteration of . the national boundories is desired by the majority.

A World Order A 3

By adherence to these principles, the belligerent competition among men and na=
tions which has occupied humanity from its beginnings and which within nations has
been replaced by peaceful competition, could be directed into peaceful channels.
However, competition must conbinue, not only among individuals, but also among na~-
tions — not as a bloody fight, but as a peaceful strivinge For competition is one
of the laws of nature to which all living creatures are subject. »

~ If the aforementioned principles werc put into.practice, the chief problems
which are tormenting mankind could at last be solved. The division of the world ine
to two hostile camps = and with it, the splitting of such countrics as Germany, Korea
and Vietnam ~ would be overruled, if GCommunisii, deprived-of its most efficient slo~
gans - that is, the misery of peoples in the underdeveloped countrics and the spectre
of mass unemployment in the apparently wealthy industrial states - would be revealed
for what it is ~ indoctrinated slevery resulting in the lowest standard of living.

.- The Unitcd Nations, or whatever body would function as world govermment, could
then niot only enablc the United States to . withdraw from Vietnam, but could also ncu=
tralize Soviet interference in the Near East and in Asia and Africa gonerally. The
UN would at last be strong enough to restore order all over the globe, The new
world government éould do morc, . It could apply a new and yet ancient right
in line with naturce and the sublimes§ teachings of philosopby and religion -~ 2 right
which will overrule the present fronbiers, fremed as they are by injustice, . force
and hatred. An eternal right which needs neithor the H-Bomb nor the Pill to seeure
peace and welfare for all human beings ~ namely, thecequal right of all men to Aive

sractically empty and infinitely fertile Mother: Barthd: -

) o

and work on this vast, still



HENRY GEORGE AND GERMAN THOUGHT

Addrcss by Robort CGlency at Gemﬁah—language ‘Hem‘y George Conference,

St. Gallen, Switgerland, September 36, 1968

At first glancc, there docs not .secm to be much to say on this subjeet - but.
there is something to say, aftier oll, even though Henry George does not appear to
have had much awarcncss of German literature or cconomic thought when he wrote
Progress and Poverty. The only quotation from a German author in that book is one
by the Prussian Orientalist, Emamel Deutsch, but it is a significent one: .. "They
were even as we arcs" This refers to the people of past history and it indieates
that mon is the same throughout time and throughout the world. George quotes this
approvingly, and indeced one of the key clements in his social philosophy is the
uniformity and universality of human nature, - :

George docs not seem to have had much familiarity with German cconomistse
‘Probably; good translations were unavailable in his day, and he did not take ser-
jously such economists as Bdhm~Bawerk, Menger and Wiesers However, an Augtrien
economist who migrated to Australia, Max Hirsch, was a follower of Henry George,
and he was also familiar with the theories of the Austrian school. on: "marginal ubile
ity." Though George paid little heed to this theory, Hirsch incorporated it into o
the Georgist system in his book, Democracy vs, Socialism (1901).

~ As for Karl Mamx, George had a poor apimion of him - but this is more under-
standable, as their cconomic philosophies were so different. In The Scicnee of
Political Economy, George criticiged Das Kapital for never defining wealth, for not
recognizing natural law, for creating an "Alice-in-Wonderloand" world, for proposing
a socicty without individual rights, and for passing off as "scicnece," a multitude
of detiails without any guiding principles. : ‘

George's opinion of Marx was matched by Marx's contempt of George. - The social-
ist paper Neue Zeit quoted Marx as accusing George of ignorance and boastfulness,
called him a "panacea huckster," and said that George was only trying to "rescue
the rule of capitalism, in fact, to rcar it amew upon-a firmer basis than its pres-
ent onc," Of coursc, properly understood, @eorge would agree with this criticism. '

The one German philosopher George was most familiar with was Schopenhaucr.
Although he disagreed with Schopenhaver's pessimism and fatalism, George found him
a very interesting and readoble ‘writer.. In fdct, when George was having his portrait
painted, he kept falling aslecp, until some one thought of rcading Schopcnhauer aloud
to him, and this kept him awakel .

In A Perplexed Philosopher, George criticiged the English philosopher Herbert
Spencer, not only for his vicws on the land question but also for his "Synthetic . 7
Philosophy." :As against Spemcer?s idea of cvolution as a blind force, George rmuch
preferred Schapenhaucr!s theory of the collective will of animels as an explanation
of evolutiony and he:quotes Schopenhauert!s The Will in Naturc cxtonsivelye - . L

George was probably not familiar with many other German philosophers, .and.scams
to rely on-Schopenbiauer for an epinion of them. Schopenhauer was not very kind to-
his fellow philosophers and he is quoted by Gesrge (in: The Scicnce) as saying of
Hegel: MIf onc should wish to make a bright young man so .stupid as to become inca~
pable of .all real thinking, the best way would be to commend to him a diligent -study
of these works.™ -But’ George might have had a better opinion of Hegel if he had come
across this sentence of his: "The history of the world is none other than the pro-
gress of the congidusness of frecdom,” Georgefs own theory of history as expressed.
in "The Law of Human Progress" was very similar, . :

George met two - distinguished Germans, both in England, and both of whom cone~ .
sidered themselves his followers. One was the philologist, Max Miiller, who was then
teaching at Oxford University and who was responsible for an invitation to George
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to lecturc there, The ether was Michacl Fl#irscheim, lcader of the Land Liga, who
later translabted Progrcss and Poverty, bubt who took o socialistic' coursca

George also befricnded Baron L,ulunstem by correspondence, a man who was infine-
ential in getting Leo Tolstoy converted to the Georgist pnllosophy. , But ho did not
know Adolf Demaschke who led the Bodenrcform movement ,

The eminent Ebc:.ologlst s Prof, Franz Oppenhen_mcr s Was J_m}.uenced by Honry
Georgels ideas on the free market as well as om land monopoly: Unfortunatcly, Brof,
Oppenheimer did not accept George's remedy of land valuc taxation, and imstead
thought that splitting up big estabes would be enoughe Prof.- Oppenheimer influ-
enced Ludwig Erhard, whose "Wirtschaftswunder! (cconomic miraclec ) was based largely
on. the profesSor’s tcachings, so therc has at least been a partial Henry George
influcnce in Germany's postwar . developmert.

Therg arc two German wrikers with whom I rcgret Gearge does not show any ac~
quaintance in his writings. One is the economist Johann Heinrich von Thdnen, whose
book Der Isolirte Staat (The Isolated State) appeercd ebout the same time as Ricar-
do's work, Independently of Ricardo, Th¥unen worked out the theory of rent deduc~. -
tively by imagining & commmnity isolated from the rest of the world. In fact,
Thinenls theory of rent comes closer to Georgels than docs Ricardols, for Thﬁncn
took into account location as well as. fertility. = .

The other writer I have in mind is the "dean™ of all German wrltors > Johann
Wolfgang von Gocthe, In Faust, as you know, Goecthe's hero is on a lifetime: qucs’c
for onc morient.of happiness, He f£inally:finds it in a drcam of a society that is so
moch like Georgetls thﬂt I would like to-conclude with Faust's czu.]mu.natmg visions

BJal dicsem Sinné bin ich ganz crgeben, = "esd to this thouglitl hold unswerving,

Das.ist dor Weisheit lebzter Schluss: To wisdom?s final fruit, profoundly truc:
Nur der verdicot sich E‘rea.he:v.t wie das ' Of frecdom and of 11fc he only is de-
Leben, N serving ..
Dor tdglich sic crobern muss: © Who cvery dey must conquer thom anew:
Und so verbringt, umrungen von Czefa.hr s  Thus herec, by dmgcr girt, the active day
Hier. kindheit , Mann und Greis. scin - Qf chlldhood, manhood, c.ge will pass
tiehtig Jahr, ™ S L Uyl
Solech cin Gewimmol mécht dch sehn Aye, sueh 'z throng I ﬂea;n would sce,
Auf freiem Grund mit- freiem \folkc stchnd®™ - Stend on ~£r‘ee. soil among a pcople freci® =
' * -7 % 3%

AA REPORT ON SOME GERHAN COL}FERENGLS By Gustav Bohnsack (H,.novcr » W, Germany)-

Following the 1U Confercnee in Walesy boptember 1968 s there was a Coni‘erence
in Stuttgart which I aticnded, with tho special scssions: -onc on land- ing in
West Germany, ab which 1 gave a rcport on land value vexotion, followed by discus~
sions and o meeting organized by Hcrbcri:—Ua.chmann Verlag which is publlsh:l.ng m‘y
book, Soc:Lety, Spacc-ordcr ', Town~planning: -amd Land.

Therc was another Conferenca; held.in Ha.nover, organized by the Unian of t‘he"'-:
lorge West German cities, callcd Deutschen StHdtetig, The program lncluded TCm
port and dlscus51on on. my:! book and on land valuc tacatlon. :

We-intend to establish a. sPc.on.d. research grouP with members 6f verious aca-
demic professions  and with the aim'of naking a draft of a law on land value taxation
in the name of the Deutschen St@dtouag, to be sent to thc Minister o.ﬁ Housinge

(4 rcport by the Urban Land Ins*bltutc 6f Weshington, D.C. concluded that North
Huropean citics are ahcad of American citis in land-use plamning... If they bedt =~ -
the rest of us to land valuc. taxation, that will put then far aheadi -~ BEd.)
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THiS REVOLUTIONARY LAGISLATION
By W. H. Pitt (Victoria, Australio)

T think Fr. H.T,A, McGohan hits the proper note, (In the Nove 1968 IUN, lr,
McGahan proposed that Georgists take a legol approach and freme laws that can be-
b.dop’ted. locally.) Let us, as revolutionarics, write our Georgist legislation so
that, cach in our own country, we will know oxactly thce dircction to toke.

This excrcise will automatically embody the best of our theorizings. It will
automabically show whore theory is foulty or fact not corrcctly appreeiateds

" Herc in Austrolia, even if some municipalities, in some of the States, still
asscss for their reverue at a rate (or tax) relatcd to the value of improvements
affixed to the land, all municipal revemues are asscssed as levies against the land=-
hOldOr. )

Over the larger part of the continent, thesc assessments arc calculcted on
figures recorded by the valuer for the value at which thce land might be oxpeeted to
gell; the value of improvements on the land is disrcgarded, ceducational,
sporting, cultursl and religious lands arc exempt where not conducted for profit.

Using every avenmuc so as to interferc with the smooth working of what, in effect,
is the Georgist system at the municipal level, opponents exploit weak spots both in
fhe hegislation and in its practicel application; therc is thercfore necd to tighten
our grip in thc municipal field as well as to press the reform av State and Federal
levelse ‘ :

(Mr. Pitt has made a draft of legislation calling for land value taxetion for

. Austrolian municipalitics. Though somewhat long, if there is a demand on the part

of readers, we will gladly reprint it, Ir. Pitt also invites other ideas on the
subjett, and offers to work with intercsted persons on moking approprizte drafts.
Address inquiries, ebe. to the IU NEWSLETIER. - Ed. ) :

+* * %*
A "BOUBY. PRIZEM AWD OTHER IDEAS  from Eric Standring (Cloaremont, Western Australia)

I proposc that the International Union for LVT and FT make an award for the
stupidest legislative act of the year - a wooden spoon or other symbolic award, The
possible publicity would help to create o public image of our cause, a most desire
able aims There is no lack of material ~ such things as the huge payments to U.S,
farmers not to grow crops, and the like. This would be a kind of Nobel prige in
1rCVersc, ‘

Then there is the matter of the close personal 1link between IU mcmbers, many
of whom are isolated or in small groups wherc it is all too easy to become discour-
aged. It is this personcl contact which in my view is the greatest value of 2 Cone
ference, The position has been well characterized by comparison to a fire that will
burn well when sticks arc masscd together, but scatter them and they will soon dic
out, It is difficult to estimate the immense velue of the various Georgist publica-
tions, for more than amy other single facbor theoy bind the movement together and
provide valuable information to all, We ought to adopt a common badge, or for women
a brooch. In these days with more people travclling about, a badge would result in . -
worthwhile contacts which are now misseda. ’ ' '

Then, we could save on printed matter by sending offsct plates, which are light,

. from country to country for reprinting, with little cost. This will probably. vary

according to the tariff provisions of each country, which rccalls us to the Customs™ -
Officeirs ho can again be daéscribed by the older and trucr title of Prevertive Of-

ficer, be¢ause that seems to be their truc function. |



HOLD.[NG ’J.II.!*_‘. LII\E IN THL U,S,

November clections in the U S;A., und other lcglslatlve ovonts » held sone
challenges for Georgists, In Colifornia, therc was a proposal to be voted on to
limit the property tax to 1% of true veluc, Fortunatelys this was defcated, A4
similar proposal for Oregon of a 13% lj,ma.t on the property tax was elso defeateds.

Une bit of promising legislation was the adoption of California Senzte Bill
L3 pewmitting the financing of rapid transit systems by asscssments which "shall
be levied exclusively upon the Lax;.ble lond, "  (Will this "permission® be transe
lated into action?) .

In Pibisburgh, Pa; the linc was held 3 too. Therc was a proposal to meke the
Graded Tox subject to abolition by home rule, The Henry George Foundation was ine
fluential in gebiing this proposal defeated, Pitusburgh toxes land at a higher
rate than :mprovements > and this system is now secure for the timc being.

Southficld, Mich, - which assesses land at full vd.uo and gives buildings as
mich of a tax break as possible under the law - lost its Goorgist Mayor, Jamcs
Clarkson. It was a step up for His Honor, who is now o District Judge. Ted Gwart~
ney (who recently got marricd) continucs as assessor, and the sysbam continues,

The impressive growth of Southficld (reported at the IU-Conference in Wales)
has becn attracting wide atlention. It wes visited by & nationally prominent
cconomist, Eliot Janeway, and by a cormittee of the Minister of Finance of Ontario s
Canada. Mr. Clarkson was invited to cxplain land velue taxation at o semirncr spon~
sorced by the Greater Detroit Board of Commerce and other groups, ‘Perry Erentice,
former editor of Hou.so. &. Home, Vj.SltOCL Southficld md praised it as an outstoanding.
demonstrutloﬂ of LVT.

& NEW JEREMIAH

T.he B:x.bl:t.cal prophet J er«..mn.g.h warncd the peonlc what wou.ld happen. 1.‘E they d.ld
not follow the ways of justice.. - A ncw prophet in our midst is IU member Jeremiah
F, Enright of Liverpool, N.Y., UiS.4., who also counsuls people far c.l'ld. wide to.
follow Jjustice as sPel_"Led out by Henry George.

Jerry‘s con:‘reSpondenco is voluminous, He has written to many prominepper= - .
sons expounding lend. valuc taxdtion and has received many replics, Among those who -
have written to him expressing: intcrest. in his ideas are Senator Jacob Javits, the
late Senator Robert F, Kennedy, the Controller and the Director of the Budget of
the State of New York, Ray Bliss (Choirmen-of the-Republican National Committee), .
‘the Manager of the Generel Electric Co., former Vice~Prosident Hubert H, Humphrgy s
various assistants of ex~President Johnson, George Romney (now in President. Nixon! s_
cabinct), George C. Wallace of Alobama, the late Michael J, Quill (Intcernational’

‘President of thc Transport Workers Union), the Mayor of Syraguse, Bishop Fulton dJ,
Sheen;, the Assistant. Administrater of the UN Develophient.. Program, and the Soc?r‘etany
of -Statc of the Vatican on behalf of His Holiness] . Also, scores of congressmen, -
busincssmen, professors, editors, clergymen and others, If thesc good people havai 1t
gotten the message of LVEI, it isn't Jerry’Em-lght‘s foultd _

The prophet wes finally rOC(‘JgI]lZCd in. his own home. An ar‘blc.'b in thc, y_r_
ost~—btandc.rd gokod Mthe coononic visionary® Jervemish F, Enright on his expla.no
‘ 3.ons ot Lnd v ue 'b'b{'\.‘tlon.

% . -ze"' -is

B THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY:, leudlng Amerlcan Erotestant publlcatlon, had in its
issuc of October 23 a lwd:x.ng article by Elizabeth Read Brown (wife of Profi Harry
Gunnison Brown), "Aid to Housing for the Poor," with the subtitle: ML.and velue box-

ation has proved efficacious elsewherc » but it is seldom considereg in our search

for panageas." Letters to the cditor in a subsequent issue exPressed much’ :Lnterest
in thc idecas exPressod. : ‘

‘-‘"“kB —r.
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L LTS PO THE PR SJJ)._:. '.L ol 3 ”TT.L‘, %PUBLIC O KOREA
_ From Rev, Archer Torrcy (Hwangji, Korea)
Ylou:c E‘amo]lonc:y. ' ’

, Please lct me be bold cnough to congratulate you on your recont trip to Ause
tralin and New Zealand. T have long hoped that the Republic of Korea would cstabe
lish closer ties with our ncighbers from those countrlc,s, as I have been’ convineed
that my own cou.ntry, the Unlted Statcs of America, differs so vastly from Korca in
nearly all the conditions of its lifc ond ceonomy that it has been :mposs:x.ble for
our advisecrs to be as uscful as they would like to be. On the other hand, there

arc many parallels betwecen New Zcaland, Australia and Koree, and advisers from those-
countries should be able to render a great decl of very practical help.

In particular, L have been intorcsted in the fact that both New Zcaland and
Australia have baxation systems based on what is usually referred to as "Land Value
Taxation,™ and that this has been one of the most imporbant reasons for the romarke
able devclopmcnt of the economy of that region and its low rate of unemployment
(this is also true of Demmark, a country with even morc parallels to Korea)s I
believe that the development of Korca is seriously handlcapncd by a tex systam which
encowages land speculation and provrents rational usc of the land in the rural arcas
or the space in the cities, This, in turn, causcs unemployment, whilc the constant .
bidding up of land prices couses inflation. If Korea were to adopt the system of
taxation now in use in New Zealand, I belicve that in just a few yeors uncmploymient
would disappear completely, the valne of the Mwon" would increase, and the govern-~
ment would have generous funds available for public works of all sorts from schools
to h::.ghways.

I orice ‘talked at some length with a Unitod Nauions official in Korea who hap-
pened ‘to be a native of New Zealand, and suggested that adopting the New Zealand . _
system of taxa,tio.n. would solve most of Korea's cconomic problems. He agreed thot
it would, but he replied, "It would take political cowage of a high order,™ I
believe that your Exflellency has preciscly that high order of political courcge
which this country necds, and:I pray deily for God!s guidance for youw and. hlu bless-
ings on you and on this c:ountry wh:.ch L have made my adop’ced humc. :

RGSpectfully yours,
v (Rev.)/ Archer Torrcy
% * #*

MAKE IT SIMPLE By T LL. BEdwords (Sydney, Austrolia) .

The contribution "Ta.nglgd, n by Paul Knight (March 1968 IIIN) made good reading
from my point of view. Neither Mr, Knight nor I can accept the premise that "men
have equal rights Lo land only wherc production takes place,™ I am reminded of a
public nce"ulng in Sydney suburb where angry but ignorant people stormily protcstc.d
about paying rates (J,OCc.l ta_xcs) on land ollotments which were not produc:a.ng‘

My hobby is taking pro pos:_blons and translating thewm into Jdenguage Fit for .
junior high school pupils. Herc is my #translation™ to illustratc the problem of
whether home sites and vacant land allotments should pay rates in <the  ordinary way'

UThe firm of Banks & Co, hires out cors, Some hirers take the cars to help
them. in their productlve vork, while some hirec them for pleasurc, and an odd few hire
a cor and leave it parked in the front drive umised, Should hir ¢ price be paid only
by thosc using the cars for production, and waived in the case of the non--}g;fo<311;Lc>:|.11b
clients, or should dll those who take possession of a gar at alt: be chargcd the ore
dihery ma rkot ratc, hire price?™ o

‘The’ ariser' to thc. above question should be a model for the answer to the Ques~
tion, Which land should be toxed, and which should bé éxempted?

-9 -



A THOUGHT QR TWO ON GOVERMMENT By Nell Sayre

A child, sent to the corner grocery to get some food, becomes government as
soon ag coins are put in its hand. If it is good government it spends for
food the amount that was allotted for that purposc, and the pemny or So allotted
for swects in payment :for its exertion, is all that it spends for swects.

If it is bad government it takes some out of the food allotment to buy more
sweebs, and the food supply comes up - shart. In the case of the child we ean give it
a spanking, but when the same situation occurs with an official clected jut as care-
fully as we scleeted the child, the only way to spank is to turn him out of office.

This is where there is a working elective system. Wherc there isn't, the ofw=
ficial, such as Louis XVI, gets beheaded. That is, eventually. T slaves? rcbele
lion in Rome was exectly the same thing, as has been all mob violence before and
aftcr. '

Then therc is the thought that the person or persons who put wealth into a
child's hands, or into thossof a public official, arc really the "government" them-
sclves. They pass the management of their affairs to the child, or the official,

Before doing so they governed their affairs themselves, and were the govermment.

¥* * 3*

IS THFLATION NECESSARY? By Rog Swmith (London, England)

In Protection or Free Trade, Henry George stated that the idea that paper:
money cannot properly fulfill its functions unless an equivelent of coin is buried
somewhere, is a delusion. Without distorting his basic argument, one can progress :
to the view that a gold-backed currency, although desircble, is no longer necessary
as a guarantee of sound moncys .o :

Obviously, Americc, Britain and most of Durope (excepting France) have ceased .
thinking about a return to the gold standard. Docs it follow in lieu of this safe~
guard, that no further inflation of the currency should take place? On the contrary,
might not an absolute fixed money supply lead to further complications? ‘ ' :

For oxample, individual incomes, within limits, increase as production increases,
and the only way this could be enjoyed<in practice would be for paper money to in-
crease in valuc. In turn, this might lead to a reduction in demand, causing unem-
ployment or temporary fluctuations in price, and demands for more state interfercnces
Also, those who hold deposits in cash would benefit from an undescrved rise in their
value. RS T A : o

Perhaps moncy ought- to be proof pgainst deflation as well as inflation, and a
possible solution might be to allow a genble inecrcase in money isw.upp;‘i.y corresponding
to the increasc in production. The individual would benefit from a gtable currencys
as well as from a reduction in taxation which would be appropriated by the govern-
ment as it is inflated. 0 o S .

O
%
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MEW ERA for November 1968, edited by Kul Bhushan of Nairobi, Kenya, gave the
following report: "The Henry George Scholarship - At the Henry George International
Conference in Wales, the .delcgates decided to award a full year!s Form One Scholar-
ship to a deserving student at New Era College. This Scholarship is named after
the famous American thinker and cconomist who wro te many books including the world-. . i
famous Progress and Roverty, which presents an answer o the cconomic problems of
the world®, A E R : '

-10 - -



