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AN I YCOU GHAT

There is an e;.r"lest evalua‘blon going on by qu:.te a number of Georfrlsts as to
the pos:.tlon and prospects of our movementy s as evidenced by several contributions in
recent issues of the IU NEWSLEITER. This is a good sign, it shows deep concern and
oub, of it: rley cone “the clues we need as to the progress we a.ll want .

We all a.gree on one po:.n'b. thev the novement is not naking enough headway. Un=
fortunately, beyond that we have little agreement and frequently we get diametrical-
1y opposed explanations:: that ye have changed our proach, or that we have not
changed it; that we are; too academic or are nof academic enough;. that we are too
overbear:m{) or t00. t:\.m.d, and the like. Where do we go from there"

Eerhaps we are :f,lagella‘blng ourselves “too much. The main problem may be quite.
s:mply thet peaple are not ready, for our answer; in fact, that most of them are nob
looking for any fundamental economic solution at all, A personal economic solution,
yes =~ but a solution that has to be applied on a. soclal scale, m.th the’ dlfi‘lcultles
that :mvolves ’ w:.’oh no hand—outs prom:.sed" S ‘ . . :

Try to reoall how you first 1earnea the Georg;:l.si: ph:tlosophy. When 1 f:.rst ' :
learned ity .ll was. looking for an answer,:and I am sure this is a common denominator, .
Was it not §0 in your. case‘? To quote.the corny saylng s "The friends we seek are
seeking us.'-’ - ”he most beautl.ful, concise, foreeful, modern, faectual, prac’on.cal y in-
spiratiopal presentatlon will mezn nothing to the person who.has no interes’o :Ln an
answer, G

" This dees not: take us off the hook. It still behooves us the sp:be.ad the word.
fear and wide. “For, as Henry: George said, "it will.find friends." It is remarkable -
that no ‘matter where in this world we have planted our; banner,: there heave been.those
who have rallled a.round :1.t. Not as mny as we wang -'but they do cone. ;

Of ourse e need nore thun a few fr:.ends.. Thm we st smply exert more ef~
fort to gain more friends. If you have a betbter way to do it, epply it, and the
results will spezk for themselves. It stands to reason that thé more frlends we.
find, the gree‘oer will be-our chances of ‘success. .. - :

LI belleve we should heve ‘a.core. of effort that teaches the. full Geor( :Lst phie -
losophy, and @ core of people who know it thoroughly. Beyond that, we ought.to take .
'achunt'xg_,e of every opoortunity that presents itself. We have to remember that pol-
itics is ™he art of the possible," we cannot alWrays be choosy about the chances,
and we hive to_take ‘what we-cen.get. But we cen try to keep the well-sPr:Ln[, pure. -
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 We are sorry to record the death of Mr, H.R. LEE of Soubhsea, Hants,, England.
~He was Just short of his 93rd birthday when he died on Dee. 29, 1969, One of the
uld guard, he was cited as the mentor of Mr, L.A, Tooke of Portsmouth in IUN No, e

LUKE BENTLEY (London, England) would Like to know what are the reasons why we
do not publish addresses of authors and others in the Newsletter, as noted in IUN
* No. 10. The main reason is to protect the persons concerned from unsolicited mail,
etc, Any member wishing to personally contact any other member may do so by writing
‘to_that person c/o the Newsletter (or c/o London Headquarters, if more conveniemt),
and the commmnication will be forwarded (as has already been done)ses lir. Bentley,
upon. receiving the Nov, 1969 TUN, asked when the next one would appear, This is it =
and in case of doubt, you will know if you have received all issues consecutively
by consulting the number of the issue on page L. This is issue No. 1l.

EQUAL -RIGHTS (not Land Tax Review as noted in IUN No, 10) is the name settled
upon for the new quarterly published by the Henry George Foundation of America. And
it has joined the ranks of printed Georgist periodicals rather than being offset,

The first issue is dated Autumn 1969, is edited by Profs. Steven Cord and James L.
Busey, and reports interest in LVT in Bradford, Pa, and Springfield, Ohio, Subsecrip-
tion §1 a year, Herry George Foundation, Lol Magee Bldg. s Pittsburgh, Pa, 15222, USA,

A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE reveals that there is increased interest in LVT among top

. afficials in Washington., The President's Task Force on Suburban Problems has sub-
~mitted to him a report (not yet made public) in support of a heavy land tax as one
way to insure more orderly development of the suburbs. Although land taxes are local,
the Federal government anticipates that as its "share the revenue progran” with
states and municipalities goes into effect, this will give the Federal arem. the leve
erage it needs to encourage the local governments %o adopt this tax concept in the
interest of better plamning. - (LVT is called a Mnew™" concept, in case you haven't
heard of it.) : :

- THE WALL STREKT JQUANAL . featured on page L of its issue of Dec. 12; 1969, an
article, "Henry George Lives: Single Tax Advocates- Persevere in the U,S."  The ars
ticle tells of a Galifornia campaign by the White Hat Committee for Tax Reforms
spearheaded by Irene Hickmen, Agsessor of Sacramento, to get an initiative: measure - -
on- the ballot in 1970 calling for the shifting of property taxes to land, The work
- of the Henry George School is also citeds - - AL e R o

- NOAH D, ALPER, Rresident of the Public Revenue Education Council (705 Olive 'Sty
St.. Louis, Mo. 63101, U.S.4.) continues indefatigably circulating literature, A re~
- cent mailing to educators and-leaders offered "a free reading course™ on. taxation.
Of 6713 circulars sent, ‘130 recquested the course. A better than 10% responsel  PREC
has also advertised in The ‘Wall Street Journal,. . & - - - s

- ROBERT De BENTON (Michigan Henry George School, 13l 13-Mile Rd., Boyal Oak,
Mich. 48072, UiS.A.) has issued a number of interesting reprints recert ly, including
the Wall Street Journal article above~mentioneds an artiele from Human Events by
Walter J. Conlon, ™Should U,S. Cities Switch to Land Tax?"; -an article from the
Yorgan Guaranty Investment Corp. Newsletter by Brof. C. Lowell Harriss, "City Fine -
ances and the Property Tax'; and several other informative items, A

ELIZABETH BROWN - (Mrs. Harry Guanison Brown, Columbiz, Mo., U.S.A.) had a feature
article in Christian Advocate of Dec. 11, 1969, entitled "o Remove Slums > Don't Pen~
alize Improvemente® Mrs, Brown had an article on the same theme in The Christian .

- Sentury, Oct, 1968,  Prof, and Mrs. Brown have collaborated on other articles and
pamphlets on LVT, . R R o S
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OFFICIal, INTEREST IN LVT

Mrs. Elaine O'Connor of New York City wrote to Mayor Lindsay recommending VT
and reecived the following fcoly from John L, Fava, Deputy Finance Administrator:

"Your recormn.enclublon of” a higher” 1and velue tex to t:urb speculation and lower
the market priee of lond is interesting and “theoretically sound, and we hc.ve of -
course been awere of the argaments of those fuvormcf lc-ﬂd. tc.xatlon. '

"However, ‘it is not, certe.ln that %he benefits claimed will- be forthcomlnb' For -
%mple, you spoke of wg,ntlnr t6 increase the development of low-cost housing. There
is no assurance that the Use of hig her lend velue texes would- necessarily lead to
more low income houses ™ : '

In her reply to Mr, Fave, Mrs, O'Comnor asked, "is it not the high, speculative
price of land in New York todeay that is leading to high rent housing? Speculation
is almost daily boosting the price of land in the city. Builders say thet with land
prices so high, they cammot afford to buikd anything but. high rent houses, The re-.

sult is that people of middle incomes not livirg in rent-controlled apartments ére

forced to flee the city, and poor people must depend on subsidized housing. A high-
er land vclue tax».x-rould correct this situation by bringing down the price of land."
Mrs. O'Connor cited the experiment in New York City following World Wear I: "New

. vuildings were offered & l@-yeor exemption from taxes, but the land continued to be:

taxed ot its full assessed value. The result was 2 tremencous boom in multiple
dwell:mgs at moderate rentals,” The f£ilm, "Better Cities," producect by the Robert
Schd.ken&sh Founck tn.on, wak also recommended.

Mr. Fava repln‘ed‘: " Wje have already held a viewing of the film. 'Better Cities!
which Perry Prentice presented to a group of occicials from the Finance Administra-
tion. We have been in frequent touch with Albert Pleydell of the Schalkenbach Foun-
dation and have had representatives at a number of meetings on assessing policies in
which they have participated," Mz, Fave also made mention of Dick Netzer's book,
Economics of the Property Tax. : : : :

"Better Cities" has been shown fer and wide and Perry Prentice has been lectur-
ing far and wide. One of his appearences was & well-publicized telk before the Mete
ropo_]_itﬂn' Development Association of Syracusa, N.X. He castigated public housing
and subsidies as failures and urged the MDA to look into the pronasa.l to shift taxes

from :mlprovements to land.

Syrccuse is the hoie ters :Ltory of Jerry Enright, who wrote to the: leg,lslature
at New York's state capital, Albany, advocobing the adoption of LVI. He received
a reply from Mery E, Mann, Assoclate Attorney for the State Board of Equullzatlon .
and Assessment _

© "Some well known economists and urbenists have recently criticigzed the property
tax, particulerly in respect to their belief -that heavy toxesd are a deterrent to re~ |
building of the big citics when city. tex rotes ere high in relation to. suburban ratess .
This analysis has led to & revival of the single tox movement you espouse. (which in - ;
current terminology -is referrcd to epperently as lsite value taxation') as an alter—
native form of toxation. See D:.clf Hetzer, Eeonomics of the Property Tax, Brbokmgs
I:ﬂsto .1.966, {.)TJ' ].97"’212. - - . :

"In tho past feu yearss: various members of the legislature have asked for our :
comments on this alternative form, to which we have responded that there are both
adventbages and disadventagess - For example, the aforementioned econom.st, My, Netzer,
who, 1ike:youj has no-love for the property tax, concludes that 'there is a strong
ecopomic ﬂrf*maent ;Eor ‘c.a:x: ]Qcatlcm rent,a via. the s:.te value ta:,c -but considerations
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af both equity and reverme adequaey indicate that such a tax eAnnot be a complete
replacement of the existing tax on real property,save in rare instances.! Id, p.217.

RThere is every indication that the legislature is well aware of the growing
dissetisfaction with the New York property tax in its existing dtate. Presently a
joint legislative committee is studying exemptions and probably other studies will
e made of a more fundamental nature. The quest.lon of alternative forms is a most
serious one for the property tax tradltlonally and in fact constitutes the chief
source of local reverues™
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THE REAL FNBMY By E.P. MIDDLETON (Sydney, N.S.W., dustralia)

Ashlvey Mitchell raises, in IUN No. 9, dmportant questions which demand answerse
1 will. attempt to provide one.

The failure of Georgists to make real progress, in my opinion, is due to the
fact that we have accepted a formula for change which is back to from. We have been
working on the assumption that onee land velue taoxation is in operation all the rest =
of the recognizable evils in the body economic will disappear. Instead, we should be
attacking the economic theories of the present rulers of our society and working to.
eliminate the effects of these theories, so that we shall have cleared the ground for
aceeptance of the proposition that the Statels proper revenue is the economic rent.

ILVT as'now imposed, already a failure in Au..»tralla, has no hope of achlev:mg “tke
Just Sqciety which is the Georgists?! true raison dletre. Its advocates are wasbing
their time, like & tribe of white ants attacking a fortress of steel. (Wh:l.te ants
would have- more sense; tney know when they're bedoen’)

The great enemy in the path of acceptance of Lhe Georglst economic philosophy
is inflation., Until we can demonstrate how to eliminate this, the major evil of
modern soclety; we shall continue to be ignored by those to whom we should be able.
to look for. leadership and action. - Georgists must study economics - not the London .
School of Economics brand, though we have got to be able to expose its fallacies in.
its oun termirology -~ but through our own master of economics, Henry George, as set
out in his Science of Political Economy - and forg,et about land value taxation, the
distortion of his remedy, for which distortion, I admit, George himself is partly
responsible. We must expose the economic planners for the pragmatic amateurs they
are, and:the barrenness of their ever-changing theories. We must show the people PR
that the taxation system under which they have lived and suffered so long :Ls a gligan- -
tic conspiracy to defraud. We will not convince the ordinery taxpayer that he is
going to derive any worthwhile benefit from LVI ("just another tax?") even if .applied
100% overnight, which we know to beé a pipe~dream. We must strive to show hou he' ean
rid himself. of the c.ppa]llno burdeén of taxation and the cost of over~government,

“The- realzenemy is Seocialism bv C..e..t.ulllt, which in Britain is alt'egdy selineyposed
in all its horror and only needs a few good minds like that of fnoch Powell (without . :
his unfortulnate‘raq;al bias) to brlnb about its destruction.

To me, it is sad beyond words that the entire Georgist movement is bogged down. -
in a worthless struggle to implant at the level of local government a minor tax Te~
form, while the whole structure of society is in danger of crumbllng into -chaos the
final end:of ﬁnch is a. aespotlsm of elthcr flght or left ~ it won!t matter mich
whlch, once welre in it : : :

Let us change d;lrectlon while there is still tn.me.' It could pay exciting
dividends.
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PROCL&IM IT FROM THE HOUSETOBS

By H.T.A. FicGAHaN (Matamata, New Zealand)

I agree with Fred f4uld (IUN Ho. 8). Never was the world more in need of the
remedy we can offer, but never were we so ineffective in the counsels of government.
If the proposals of the Valuer-General of New Zezland now before our Parliament be-
cames law, unimproved values legislation as we know it will disappear from our Stat-
utelBook. That's where we have arrived after 80 years of preaching!

The problem before us is to couch our remedy for the world's economic and -so~
cial ills in a language the ordinary péople, the people who make ‘znd break governe
ments, con understand. Convince the ordinary man and his wife that our remedy has
something for them and we won!t need to split straws about what "rent! means, Con-
vince the ordinary man that we have the answer to his ever-continuing battle with
rising prices and we won't need to worry about the so-called intellectuals.

We should never forget that Henry George wrote Progress and Poverty to find out
why it was that in spite of increasing productive power wages tended to give but a
bare living. It was not to make helf-baked politicel economists. And the problem
that George concerned himself with is our problem today. Far too many of our citi-
zens live too close to the breadline for us to be complacent.

Another blunder has been to t:lk about the Mland question." We are no’o con~
cerned with land at all. TWhat concerns us is the public revenue and its collection,
Therefore, we should concentrote on the taxation system, end its reform.

The truth is that our governments don't know their business; we single-bexers
must teach them. Certcinly no one else can. The govermnment, our agent, virtually
giveg to the site~holder a gift of the value of those community services that govw
ermments are established to carry out. But these community services cost money,
and to get the money necessary to pay for them. govermments resort to the taxing of
goods. Taxing of goods must make the godds dearer. Worse still, the amount imposed
on goods represents a gift to a non-producing section of thé commnity, -« -

o P .

#11 this 1s well illustrated in English history. Our modern system of taxation
detes ‘from thel imposition of the excise 'on beer and other liquors by the Long Parlia~
ment in 16435 The old feudel dues had gerteinly become oppressive, but the remedy
- waginot thelr abolition but chonging to some form more suited to the altered circum-
stances, as George pointed out inuProgress end Poverty, Book VII, Ghapter L, Hisw
torians generally agree that the landowners of the time relieved themselves of their
finoncial responsibilities to the State and tronsferred them to the WOEE=CaINers,

Disraeld wrote his book Sybil (18L42) after two centuries' experience with the

. system of taxing commocities in order to make a gift to the site-owners on the "Gold~
en Mile" in-our cities and towns. He soid that "the principle of the system (the
-Dutch system of finance) was to mortgage incustry to protect property... It has made
debt a national habit anc hes made eradit the ruling powers.. & mortgaged aristocra-
ey, a gambling foreign commerce, and a home trade founded on morbid competition and

o degraded people. Here too was brought forth that monstrous conception which even
patrician Home never -equalled in its most ruthless period = the mortgaging of indus~
try to protect property." Like a good politicion,-Disraeli did nothing to correct
the evil when he had-the opportunity, '

In our unﬂ:nprov,c—zd values legislation we have the a.nswé'f for finding the revenue
necessary to maintain the State without increasing the price of goods. Let us pro~-

. claim thot from the housctops. Surely we couldn't achieve less than we have after

80 years Qf brying to make half-baked economists of well-meaning searchers after a
better system of weclth distribution, : L
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A BOOST FROM & BaNK IN BANGKOK

virs. Ilse Stillwell (Tehrmn, Iran) has been on a trip to the Far hast, and from
Thailand she sends an item from The Bangkok Post, Jen. 17, with the headline, "Bank
urges new land tox system." In its Monthly Review, reports this item; the Bangkok
Bank editorizlized thet land speculation was Min direct contradiction to the coun-
tryls social end economic development obj ectives." The editorial asked for the in-
troduction of o new land tox system to Mtake the sting out of its devastating effect
on the econony,.® Land speculation has been a barrier to economic development, has
driven away both foreign and loczl industry ond has deprived small investors from
an otherwise attractive investment area.- "However, the editorial noted, with o re-
vised land tex system which was efficient and could cwnirol people uho hold large,
unused piecces of land, the nroblem could be solved." :

_ % ¥* % :
RUNT AND PAICE = By BENJAMIN F, SMITH (Ada, Mich., U.S.4.) ’ -

I have been reading IUN No. 8, pages 5 and 6 and IUN No. 9, page 8. I don't
believe Hessrs. Hall and Tucker understood Gaston Hexo who proved exactly that remt
is in unit price. o : . ‘

I have revised Mr. Hexo!s chart slightly (see below) by changing his sequence
because the marginal land is the first step. I have also shown rent and woges in
produce and in money. and, I think, clarified the ratio of rent per unit, and wages
per unit to market price. what I think is most importent is thet Geston Hoxo's
whart proves not only that rent is in unit price, but the ratio of rent to price
 inereases with the better land, '

T think the IU NEWSLETTER is doing a wonderful job in bringing out all the
verious opinions. -

: D ; C o B A Change in
Broduce ] 10 20 25 3Q Relation to
© } Margin - Land Quality
iages in.Produce "_ 10 10 , 10 10 Constant
" Renmt in Produce - 0 10 . T 15 20 Increasing
Wages in Money $20.00 20,00 420,00 . $20.00  Constant
Rent in Money $00.00 - §20.00 530,00 540,00  Increasing .
'- Total Sales . $20.00 1000, $50.000 - $60.00  Increasing
sorket Price | S
or Unit Cost 2400 52,00 § 2.00 $ 2,00  Comstant
Wages per Unit & 2.00 $ .00 - § .80 " $ «67  Decreasing
Rent per Unit % 0,00 $ L.00 $ 1.20 ~ $ 1.33  Increcsing
Ratio to Unit Price: ‘ .
Wages per Unit L 1/2 2/5 1/3 Decreasing
Rent per Unit o 1/2 3/5 2/3 Increasing



HOw DO 4 GET THROUGH TO THEM?

By BRUNO BICHERT (Jackson Heights, N.Y., U.S.A.)

‘Tuke Bentley's suggestion (IUE No. 10) that a little psychoanalysis mey do us
some good deals with a painful situation., It would certainly seem that Georgism
should now have a much larger number of adherents, considering the time and money
and talent that have been devoted to this cause. Does the blame really rest on us
or is our failure due to other factors? :

I was formerly a member of another "failed" group, namely the Consumers Co-oper-
atives The membership consisted almost exclusively of people with a passionate de~ .
sire to eradicate poverty,with a fairly high level of intelligence. Moreover, the
co-ap concept is easy to grasp. Yet somehow or other, the movement never caught on
in New York in spite of the tremendous efforts to expond and attract new nembers.

Several mbnths ago, I wrote.a letter to the New York Deily News explaining how
LVT could be applied to development of mineral or metal deposits on the moon, I sent
a copy to a spychiatrist, Dr. Arnold Eichert (my brother, but not my analyst) and re-
quested him to tell me if it could be understood by some one who was not a Georgist
or who had never read Progress and Poverty. Here is his reply:

Mihether such a letter is ever understood depends as much as anything on the at-
titude of the reader. ihether he is sympathetic or not to the point of view ex-
pressed or whether he wishes to learn, or many other nuences of reaction will deter-
- mine his acceptance or rejection of the letter. Your letter is an attempt to express.
a somewhat obscure point of an exceedingly complex subject in a few words. The re-
sult is bound to present some difficulties of understanding, in addition to many
points at which those who wish could carp. Perhaps this explains in part my failure
to become a Henry George disciple. I do not disagree with his theories; in fact I
rather believe there is much to be said for most of them.  But when I read an argu-
ment -on a subject in which I am not an experdt, I reserve ‘en opinion until I can hear
the arguments of those on the other side. After all, every social problem spawns
hundreds of ready solutions, and some femiliarity with the theories is necessary to
seporate the meritorious from the meretricious or the mendacious, -

On one occasion, Robert Clancy remcrked that when we explain unearned increment -
to people, they went to know how they ccn get some of it. Host of-the people L -have
encountered believe the lendowner is just as fully entitled to rent as the laborer
is to wages or the capitalist to interest. As an example, I wrote a letter to Dr,
Hans Sennholz concerning his erticle on "Tax Policy," in The Freeman, and here is
how he answered me: - ' :

1T beg to differ with you on the desirability of higher taxation of land values.
I am one of those landlords with 65 acres of land near a growing city. I am profit-
ing from rising land values and rentels. Similerly, I own gold mining stock which I
hope will go up greatly because soclety mey soon attach greater value to gold and
gold deposits in the ground, why do you want to destroy me and many others?"

Luke Bentley wonders why we repel so many ordinary citizens to the poiat of in-
curring their active dislike. If you thought sume one was trying to destwoy you,
wouldn!t you be apt to shun him or offer resistance to his endeavors? There are far
too many persons who share Dr, Sennholz's fears. How do we get through to themn?

- e ma e ee e e

¢ (Mpr, Bichert, who has been teaching the Georgist philosophy for many years in-
Jackson Heights, .is retiring from business and moving to Floride, where many good.
Georgists go, and where he plans to contimue spreading the word. )
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4 DO-IT-YOURSELF THEORY. OF MONEY

By J.d. POT (Slikkerveer, Netherlands)

Dre David B. Ascher ("Two Questions,™ IUN No, 9) proposes to change the backing
of currency from gold to lend. But may I ask, what is money? If one has no barter
for my produce, I accept gold, But that is sheer nonsense. L cannot eat it, I have
no use for it, for I am not a dentist or o jeweler. Why then do I accept gold for
goods and labor? Only because I trust that all other people will be so stupid as
to accept my gold for delivering goods and services to me. Gold as barter~-called-
nmoney is solely based upon confidence. 4s long as we all trust that gold, or paper
money (with or without gold behind it) will remain ex cchoangeable for goods and ser-
vices, the system works. So the only backing of money is confidence.

, If T render a service to Dr. Ascher, a peyment with land is of no use to me. ,
Anu paper money backed up by land has value to me only so long as I trust that a1l s
other people will accept it for goods and services, for the backing with so much

land is of no use to them, either. Again the money is based upon confidence. (By ..

the way, in case of lack of confluenco, would the rruvernment sell the land°)

. If the buyer of my goous or services runs short of CuSh, he may render ne an.
1.0.U. In that cise, I.w1ll look over his shoulder to see whether the amount is
covered by a bank account, a house, some bonds or shares, or other valuable and ex
changeable things. In that case, I will trust his I.0.U. and in doing so, we have ,
made" money according to our needs, Sometimes it will be easier to use currency, .
if available, but that 'is not essential. If a country no longer trusts the' currency
of another country, the merchents will only exchange goods against 1.0.U.'s or cred-
it notes when they know there arc useful tangible things behind it. They will make
their own money as they need 1t, based. upoa confldence (“).. . .

Besides the well~known and quite normal protectlon by law ugglnst fa151flcnblon
and the like, vioclation of conficence in money cen occur basically by the two. prime
factors, land and labor. In the case of labor: If the labor unions exert the poier
to enforce for labor more pay than the velue of its produce, the difference is void.
Nevertheless, this clfferunco—wltnout~product circulates with the currency, so the .
currency is Cebased. In the case of land: If the landouner exerts the power to
sell the land for moxe money then it was bought with, the difference lacks produce,
so is void. Nevertheless.this difference also circulates with the currency, 50 the
currency is debased.

, .  Under land value texation, the above-mentioned nower of ‘land would no longer
exist. The power of labor cen perhaps be lessencd with LVI, if rent exceeding gov- ‘
ernncntal exuenglturo is distributed among thé eitizens, as has been done in Alberta, o
Canadé, . But members of parliaments are not represcntatives of the people,:but of
Spec1ul~1ntcrcst groups who fight like lions for the power to rob from others. 4&nd

this is the very reason for the violating of conflaence, that is,; of uebg51ng the

currcncy, ln Spluc o; “gold or land. : : :

Dr. iischer says, "If the volue of nhg lanc goes up - as it w1ll if productlon
increases..." Well, then: if the value of the land is backed by proouctlon, the
money of ruristen is covered by production. The (rentel) value of land is mercly
an indicator of production. Certainly, murglnal land does not have a prlca, s0
marginal land cannot” back money or be a yardstick for money; yet there is production
on marginal land. i e :

(s) Oscar B. Johamnsen in the June 1969 Henry George News says that paper money is
govermient's I.0.U. on which no interest is palL. In the same issue, Robert LoFevre
refers to "“whale money™ as an 1nsbance of private enterprise coinage,
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THi SINGLE TAX - NO COMPROMISE

. By STEPHEN MaRTIN (Fordingbridge, Hants. , fingland)

The longer I live thé more I am convinced that compromise is a sign of weak-
ness; indeed, experience has taught me that any tactical advantages gained therefrom
are a snare and a delusion. My greatest successes over the years have always been
when my rigid adherence to the principles involved have aroused the mental vigor of
my opnonents, For this reason I say that in advocabing land velue taxation we
should never fail to emphasize that we mean a single tax.

Barly in my life I was cbnvinbeé%of the soundness of LVT, but my conversion was
not complete until I realized that all other forms of taxation were immoral and in-
imical to the well=being of society, and a negation of personal liberty.

Subsequently the single tax and its economic thesis provided me with an answer
to my doubts on many social problems. I now no longer believe in State education s,
and health services or State participation in and ownership of the means of produc-
tion, distribution and exchenge. Neither do I accept rational planning and zoning
of the use of land. This brings me to another point in the potency of the use of
the berm single tax., I have on occasion had discussions with mefibers of the Social-
ist and Labor Party who have avowed their convinced support for LVT only to find
that where we parted comhany was their inability to accept the consequences of its
full implementation, nemely the diminution and abolitdon of political direction and
power over the way people live and their right as individuals to decide their own
destiny. ' :

Concerning locel government taxation we often use the phrase itake rates off
buildings and levy them solely on land velues.” Why not "take taxes off wages and
incomes and tax land values"? To emphasize our objective as a single tax levied
solely on the rent of land may raise searching- questions but they can all be answer-
ed sabtisfactorily. To the man in the street it would surely create a new vis$ion.

It is true thet State paternalism has made the answers more difficult to get
over than in the age when Henry George wrote his great classic, but we camnot and
mist not compromise. Private monopoly in labor and capital, and State monopoly have
established themselves more firmly than ever before in the history of mapkind. Our
task is that much greater. Some time we must win through, if not in our time then
in some future generation. ' " '

3 ¥ 3

SUT VAilSUS IVT By CLAUDE W. ARNOLD (Fairhope, Alae, U.S.4.)

I believe we should speak of "site value taxation" rather than "land value tax- -
ation." The land is not the thing that should be taxed, but the site value should
be collected by the people. If the land is not velueless from a use standpoint,
then the title holder is beset by fear of having his land taxed away from him when
he hears "land value boxation" mentioned. To one accustomed to discussing the sub-
ject and familiar with the terms in use relating to site value taxation, this dis~
tinction apparently is meeningless: if, however, one will employ the use of the
term "site value taxation in conversabion with those totally uneducated, as nearly
98% of our vauntedly "educated" Americans are, one will find that the two terms reg-
ister in vastly different respects with the "great unwashed® public.

* ¥ *

THERE were two answers to Question 2 of David B, Ascher's "Iwo Questions" (IUN .
No. 9 - one in IUN No, 1Q and one in this issue - but no answers to his Question 1,
which asked whether LVT was as applicable to Cembodia as to the U.S.A. The item on
page 6 of this issue, from Bangkok, would indicate that LVT is very applicable to
Thailand, a2 country compqréble and geographically close to Cambodia. - Ed.
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EXTENDING SEaSQN!S GRELTINGS:

Several greetings recelved this past Christmas seasoll had a Georgist theme
President Ashley Mitchell sent with his greetings the little clas sic, "Uncivilized"
by Bdiund Vance Cooke, feeling it is too food to be forgotten. It won't be: this
satirical Georgist poem has developed a woll-deserved life of its owm and pops up
from time to time in our literature, It was picked up from MHr. Mitchellls greeting
and reproducec in Joseph Zashin's "Dear Friends" letter (see TUN No. 10, page 9)e
Other greetings included the following: ' ' : .

The card reproduced below was received HELENE MULLINS (New York, N.Y.) exp'f essed
from CARL SHAW, currently at West Boint, pep season's greebings in poe‘ory anid
N.I..and studying assessing for future added an extra poem from her new ook,
Service. ~ The Mirrored Walls (Tweyne Publishing
S Go. which in 1968 published 2 book on
Henry George)s: §

MANHATTAN ISLAND

The white men bought you in-an artful

sales: B 4
the Indians had no language for selling
: land, . .
free gift to them from Manitou: but the
pale- D

faced strangers were welcome guests. From
: ‘ hand to hand
passed tokensof friendship, colored beads,
sharp knives.
With the wilderness transformed by -
civilization,
the white men loaded guns to defend their
: lives, o
while merking the heathen for extermina~
: . S tion. RO
Mereurial island your lifeblood never
' purged '
of rapacity and cunning, ingeniously

‘ " i the good and evil in you are crudely
- IO L L ' 4 © merged, Lo
AL MANKIND - ' fosbering the growth of your mnaturity.

reformers plead, excoriate in vain:
your corruption, glory, canny spell

© WHEN WE HiVE ECONOMIC JUSTICE oy

THEN SHALL Wi HAVE PEACLE -
¥ % om. R ¥ ® % * x % % * x %

.. J. ANGLADA-PRIOR (Barcelona, Spain) .j_nclude'd on his greeting card a qiio-ta’cioﬁ ::from:
The Science of Political Bconomy by Henry George in three languages: ; -

English . Spanish - Esperanto
:_Political, econony is a sci- - La econania .politica es un - Politikekonomio estas
ence,. and must follow the “‘¢iencia y ha de seguir las scienco kaj devas sekvi
rules of science; and seek  reglas de la-ciencia, ¥y bus- - la regulojn de Seienco s
in natural law the causes ‘car en la léy natural las .  kaj seréi en la natura
9f the‘phenomena' which it = causas de.los fendmenos que lefo la kadzojn de 1!
investigates. investigar. fenomenoj, kiujn &i
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