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DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
' IE3£XEEEE§I) ON EQUAYT, FREIZDOM h

The International Uniom for Land Value Taxatz on apd Free Trade declares
that:

The esconomic, the political and, consequently, the intellectual and
meral conditions of any people are ultimately determined by the system
of land tenure under which they live;

Since everyone has an equal right ta live it follows necessarily
that everyone has an equal right to the use of land by which alone life
can be sustained;

The private appropriation of the rent or value of land constitutes a
viglation of those equal rights, and its cansequences are that privilege
exacts a monopoly price for access to land, the community is deprived of
its patural revenue, taxation ig heaped upoun - trade and industry,
preduction is harassed and arrested, and industrial depressions
inevitably occur;

The more completely the land is thus monopolised, the greater is the
insecurity of employment and the nearer are wages driven down to mere
subsistence level, This is true of all countries, no matter how they
may differ in their forms of goveranment, in the nature or development of
their irdustries, in their tariff policies, monetary systems, internal
or external public debts, dr in any other way.

¥e therefore advocale:

That the equal right to land be secured by requiriag of all
landholders a payment to society approximating the full rental value of
the land held, whether it be used or not, and excluding the value of the
improvements thereoun; and that such payment, national and municipal, be
based on a valuation showing the true remntal value of the land, this
valuation being made public ard being kept up tec date by perzodio
revision; )

That such payment be construed to be the rightful and sufficient
public revenue for all levels ef government;
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That imposts on earnings and consumption, taxes on improvements,
customs tariffs, exchange controls and other burdens amnd barriers that

restrict production and obstruct the free movement of men and goods be
rrently abolished;
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And.’ we maintzin that:

The public collection of the annual value of land and the abolition
of taxes that are repressive of industry and commerce would enable the
producer to enjoy the full fruits af his labour, make the withholding of
land from use unprofitable, put an end te the monopoly of land, and, by
freeing the channels of trade, remove the main causes of international
strife;

The illimitable field of enterprise offered to man being thus thrown
open, invdluntary poverty would be banished; "over-production” would be
inconceivable until &all human wants were satisfied; labour-saving
inventions would be rendered a blessing to all; and there would be such
production and distribution of wealth as would enable all to achieve
comfort and leisure and to participate in the advantages of a
progressing civilisation.

EFEFEHERTRTREE

Ve condewn, as infringing persomal libertics and memacing fthe gemeral weifare, 2if plans that
invelve reginsntation of the Individual by the State; invoke the arbitrary powers of Sovernwent o
control or prohibil import and export frade; profess ifie pead for malntaining tariffs in ome coumtry
because of their sxistence in others; imply the retention and mere wanagement of wonopslies instead of
their abalition: wse the proceeds of taxes apd Ioans or the manipulation of money to pué goods on the
aarket at fictitious prices; or conteaplate the unbalancing of budgeis and the expansion of public
dabis on the pretext thai spreading purchasing pover by these wethods will have bemeficial social
affects,



INDIVIDUATYT, AND COMMON RIGHEHTS
TN LAWNID

The land is the common heritage of the people ‘and all men have
natural and equal rights in land. By the ferm land is meant all natural
resources. ‘

Subject always to these natural and equal rights in land and to this
common ownership, there are certain specific rights that the individual
can and must enjay.

These rights properly enjoyed by individuals are:

1. The right to secure exclusive occupation of land.

2. The right to the exclusive use of land occupied.

3. The right to the free transfer of land according to the laws of
the country.

4, The right to transmit land by inheritance.

These individual rights do not include any right to:

1. Use land in a manner contrary to the common good of all, e.g.,
in such a manner as to destroy or impair the common
heritage.

2. Appropriate what economisis call the Economic Rent of land.

The Economic Rent is the annual wvalue attaching to the land alome
apart from any improvements thereon created by labour. This value is
created by the existence of and the functioning of the whole community
and is sometimes called the community wvalue of land., This community
value is created by the whole community wherein the individual lives and
is in justice the property of the commnity. To allow this value to be
appropriated by individuals epables land to be used not only for the
production of wealth but as an instrument of oppression of man by man,
leading to the gravest sacial consequences that are everywhere evident.

A1l men have natural and equal rights in land. Those rights may be
exercised in two ways:

1. By holding land as individuals and/or
2. Bharing in the common use of the ecoromic rent of land.

This community created economic rent (the annual value of land) can
be coilected for the use of the community by the same machinery as that
by which taxes are now collected. This is what we mean by the palicy of
Land Value Taxation. VWere this community created land value collected,
taxation that now penalises industry, thrift and enterprise and stifles
production could be abolished. -

7 .To deny the validity of common fights in land - in practice if aot
theory - is characteristic of that disorder of natural society commonly



called Monopolistic Capitalism. To deny the necessity of individual
rights is characteristic of modern Communism.

¥e assert that the exercise of hoth common and invidual rights in
land is essential to a society based on justice, But the rights of
individuals in natural resources are limited by the just rights of the
community. Those whe begin by denying the existence of common rights in
land end by creating a condition of society wherein the exercise of
individual rights becomes impossible for the great mass of the peaple.

Similar Declarations, swbodying this Manffeste, are In circulation in Danish, Esperants,
French, German, [tallzn, Portuguess apgd Spanish, Coples are obtainable, Fres, on
applicatian to the Publishers;

International Union for Land Valug Taxation and Free Trade,
177 Vauxhall Bridge Road, Lendon, 91,



