33. “Taxation W il Be Necessary”
To George Washington

Paris Nov. 4, 1788

Sir :

Your favor of Aug. 31. came to hand yesterday; and a confidential
conveiance offering, by the way of London, I avail myself of it to ac-
knolege the receipt. I have seen, with infinite pleasure, our new con-
stitution accepted by 11. states, not rejected by the 12th. and that the -
13th. happens to be a state of the least importance. It is true that the
minorities in most of the accepting states have been very respectable,
so much so as to render it prudent, were it not otherwise reasonable, to
make some sacrifices to them. I am in hopes that the annexation of a
bill of rights to the constitution will alone draw over so great a propor-

tion of the minorities, as to leave little danger in the opposition of the
residue; and that this annexation may be made by Congress and the
assemblies, without calling a convention which might endanger the most
valuable parts of the system. Calculation has convinced me that cir-
cumstances may arise, and probably will arise, wherein all the resources
of taxation will be necessary for the safety of the state. For tho I am
decidedly of opinion we should take no part in European quarrels, but
cultivate peace and commerce with all, yet who can avoid seeing the
source of war in the tyranny of those nations who deprive us of the
natural right of trading with our neighbors? The produce of the U.S.
will soon exceed the European demand. What is to be done with the
surplus, when there shall be one? It will be employed, without question,
to open by force a market for itself with those placed on the same
continent with us, and who wish nothing better. Other causes too are
obvious which may involve us in war; and war requires every resource
of taxation and credit. The power of making war often prevents it, and
in our case would give efficacy to our desire of peace. If the new govern-
ment wears the front which I hope it will I see no impossibility in the
availing ourselves of the wars of others to open the other parts of Amer-
ica to our commerce, as the price of our neutrality. . . .



