The manifesto

THE leaders of Project FATE
- Focusing Attitudes Toward
Empowerment - have issued
a ringing manifesto to
introduce their concept of
Mandela, Mass: a new
municipality. Here's how
the manifesto reads:

“Mandela is a new city
that would be formed by
incorporating Greater Rox-
bury into an independent
city. Mandela is also an
ideal: independence. It is
about power and control.
Power to control the land
we live on; power to control
the schools that educate
our children; power to con-
trol our environment; power
to hold our elected officials
accountable to the people
they represent.

It also means taking res-
ponsibility for our com-
munity: getting involved in
the decisions that affect our
lives; joining together to
build political, social, and
economic institutions that
can deal with the serious
problems we face; saying
that we won't wait for
someone else to solve
them; using our talent and
resources to bring other
resources to our com-
munity; building something
we can proudly leave to
our children.

This is our chance to
stand up and be countedina
way that just isn’t possible
within the City of Boston.
Did you know that in the
1983 election for mayor,
Mel King lost by a wide
margin (2 to 1) even though
he had more than 99% of
the black vote? Indepen-
dence is a way for us to rep-

resent our own interests
instead of hoping that a sys-
tem and politicians with
other agendas will look out
for us.

Taking control over our
community - taking respon-
sibility - will also give us a
solid foundation on which
to build pride in our com-
munity and ourselves. Tak-
ing on the responsibility for
our own affairs demonstrates
that we are more than just
tired of waiting for promises
that won't be fulfilled; more
than sick of settling for
second best - we are ready
and willing to build our
own future!

The effort to gain an
independent city is not
about fanning the flames of
racial conflict. We can be for
ourselves without being
against others, and that is
exactly what incorporation
is all about. We think that
we can handle our affairs
better than any one else.

Independence would give
us a victory in the struggle
to build positive images and
positive attitudes in our
community. It would help
us to transform the belief
that we can‘t change the
conditions we live in; the
belief that politicians who
are not accountable to us
will look out for our inter-
ests every time; the thought
that someone else should
take responsibility for creat-
ing change and managing
our affairs; the attitude that
we should settle for second
best. Independence gives
us a way to control the land
we live on and the com-
munity we live in.”
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