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WHAT LLAND AND FREEDOM

STANDS FOR

AKING the full rent of land for

public purposes insures the fullest
and best use of all land. In cities this
would mean more homes and more
places to do business and therefore
lower rents. In rural communities it
would mean the freedom of the farmer
from land mortgages and would guar-
antee him full possession of his entire
product at a small land rental to the
government without the payment of
any taxes. It would prevent the hold-
ing of mines idle for the purpose of
monopoly and would immensely in-
crease the production and therefore
greatly lower the price of mine products.

Land can be used only by the em-
ployment of labor. Putting land to
its fullest and best use would create an
unlimited demand for labor. With an
unlimited demand for labor, the job
would seek the man, not the man seek
the job, and labor would receive its
full share of the product.

The freeing from taxation of all
buildings, machinery, implements and
improvements on land, all industry,
thrift and enterprise, all wages, sal-
aries, incomes and every product of
labor and intellect, will encourage men
to build and to produce, will reward
them for their efforts tc improve the
land, to produce wealth and to render
the services that the people need, in-
stead of penalizing them for these
efforts as taxation does now.

It will put an end to legalized robbery
by the government which now pries
into men’s private affairs and exacts
fines and penalities in the shape of tolls
and taxes on every evidence of man's
industry and thrift,

All labor and industry depend basic-
ally on land, and only in the measure
that land is attainable can labor and
industry be prosperous. The taking
of the full Rent of Land for public pur-
poses would put and keep all land for-
ever in use to the fullest extent of the
people’s needs, and so would insure
real and permanent prosperity for all.
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Comment and Reflection

UPPOSING it were true that the average legislator
in national, state and local bodies was as stupid as
ople, subsconsciously, are beginning to believe he is,
puld it not seem that even then one or more would
aken to a realization of certain obvious relationships
fecting the problem of unemployment. Apparently our
gislators are not even able to define ‘‘unemployment,”’
hich is but the failure of the cooperation of two factors,
and and Labor. If they think at all of land they think
it as a medium for raising cabbages, never as a basis
r the erection and a source for extracting material for
houses, skyscrapers, factories and department stores.
ey think of the land only as a farmer and think even
this way in a much restricted sense.

UPPOSE it is true that our legislators cannot define
2 “land” any more than they can define *‘unemploy-
ent.”” Suppose they never read a line of Henry George,
and know nothing of political economy, yet does it not
em strange that the fact should fail to occur to them
at employment is provided by land to all those wanting
ployment, either in the Garden of Eden or the city of
Is it true, as Sherlock Holmes says in a recent
een play, “The obvious escapes attention?’’ It would
so, for it is perfectly obvious that the way to provide
ployment is to put men on the land.

O the legislators whose observation overlooks the
obvious might be moved to the consideration that
oups of men should be put on the land through any means
allable, preferably of course by the means of land value
ation, but any means that would open land to occupa-
n, any means that would bring together the now dis-
ted factors of Land and Labor.

is for this reason that we venture to hope that something
will come out of Abe Waldauer’s move for the establish-
ent of a soldier’s enclave on Georgist lines in Tennessee.
e are wondering, however, if when Waldauer’s city grows
a million inhabitants whether the obvious will still escape
ention. But we think not. Perhaps we may vision the
ablishment of a state that might grow out of it in which
e obvious relationship of Land and Labor will no longer
ape observation. It would be too large a phenomenon

be passed over in silence.

N the ignoring of the obvious the legislators of all coun-

tries are not alike. The lawmakers of Denmark are
exceptions. Here is a little country with the lowest tariff
in the world; it is probably the most prosperous country
in the world. It has made real advances on Henry George
lines; that great man is probably better known in Den-
mark than in the land of his birth, The backbone of the
movement there are the working farmers, the husmznd,
and we invite the attention of the American farmer to the
fact. Here the farmer ignores the obvious, fearing that
the taking of the economic rent would put a greater burden
upon him. Our Danish brothers know better; they, like
nearly all farmers everywhere, have very little economic
rent to tax, and they would gladly give it all to have other
taxes removed.

ND the Danish people are marching on. In another

part of this issue will be found the news of the elec-
tion of four SingleTax party members to the Danish parlia-
ment. This does not mean that they are the only members
of the Government who have espoused the doctrines of
Henry George, for there are a number of others, but these
four are elected as representing a newly constituted
political party. Everywhere in Denmark public sentiment
is influenced by the fundamental teachings of the great
American economist. The Danish people have a genius
for the discovery of the obvious.

N addition to the victory in Denmark for the cause of

liberation, this issue of LAND AND FREEDOM bears other
testimony to a stirring beneath the surface of things.
Certainly the news from Ireland gives promise of what
may occur in the Free State. Ireland has a traditional
background from the days of the Brehon Code of Saint
Patrick down to the notable teachings of Bishop Nulty
and Michael Davitt. If this latent spirit can be aroused
by such men as Robert Barton a flame may be lit in Ireland
that will set all Erin afire.

T is good news also that Professor Brinsmade reports

from Mexico. Here, too, in Spanish America, there is a
traditional background in the great figure of Rivadavia
that appeals strongly to racial pride. The great Argentine
president is known wherever Spanish is spoken in Latin
America, and the name of the great American, Henry
George, is linked with his in the new history that is now
in the making. This movement of ours cannot much longer
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be overshadowed by silly and fantastic suggestions to
catch the ears of an ignorant public and newspapers eager
for sensations.

N a friendly notice of Henry Ware Allen in the Erie,

Pa., Dispatch-Herald the columnist of that paper,
Charles B. Driscoll, pays a deserved tribute to his friend,
the Sage of Wichita. But he says:

“To me it seems unimportant whether anybody is con-
verted to such a theory, whether it be true or false or just
merely workable. I do not believe that the human race
can be changed in any essential way by the passage of
laws. Tax laws, behavior laws or laws against murder
will not touch the human soul. If my neighbor is devoted
to the true, the good and the beautiful I am his friend for-
ever, whether he believes in one tax or 20, in kings or re-
publics, in astrology or good groceries.”’

OMMENT on this would be that Mr. Driscoll may

select his friends, as we all do, in many cases from
among those who believe in many taxes or are ignorantly
indifferent to all of them. That is because they have
other qualities that appeal to us. We regret their lack of
intelligence on the subject, but that does not interfere
with long established friendships. Of course, too, laws
cannot change human nature, but they may have a great
influence upon human conduct. Men may be devoted
to the study of the good and beautiful but it will do them
very little good if laws are such as to hold them to the
level of serfs, or give them no time for the cultivation of
such instincts. Laws which rob labor of its reward are
vastly more to be considered in their effects than Mr.
Driscoll’s friendships, however important they may seem
to him.

E print in this issue the address of Chester C. Platt

at Memphis because it represents a school of thought
among our adherents that is numerically, as well as intel-
lectually, not insignificant. Mr. Platt, the well known
Batavia, N. Y. editor and veteran Single Taxer, is as well
grounded fundamentally in Henry George’s principles
as any of us. We print his views without comment, leav-
ing our readers to express themselves in their own way.

RANCIS W. MAGUIRE, the venerable Assistant

Secretary of the Henry George Foundation, attained
his eighty-first birthday on Friday, January 31, and in his
capacity as Secretary of the Henry George Club of Pitts-
burgh, was the recipient of many hearty congratulations
at the luncheon meeting of the club held on that day. The
principal speaker of this meeting was Attorney William
N. McNair, who at the suggestion of Mr. Maguire took
as his topic, “Collect the Economic Rent and Make Pitts-
burgh a Tax Free City.” Brief tributes were paid to the
splendid devotion and effective work done by Mr. Maguire
throughout his long years of active service.

Technocracy—
Oh Shades of Malthus!

ECHNOCRACY ! What a name and what a mouth-

ful. And what a menace—or is it a promise ¢ Hu-
man labor multiplied 3,000 times, 9,000 times, 9,000,000
times ! Eventually, so the story goes, we may just push
a button and be fed and clothed and housed and conveyed,
all without human labor, served only by those slaves of
iron and steel—the modern machine. Mayhap, we need
not even push a button, but just wish and by some auto-
matic thought-reading device have our every whim fully
satisfied and no work to do.

Only a hundred years ago the Reverend Thomas Robert
Malthus assured us that the human race must starve o
die beyond a certain point because it could not produce
(and never would produce) the subsistence it needed.
That its power to produce food increased in an arithmeti
ration (as 1, 2, 3, etc.) while human race reproductio
proceeded in a geometric ratio (as 2, 4, 6, etc.) Thi
being so, a knowledge of simple arithmetic should con
vince us that the race must soon outrun its ability to fee
itself, and wars, disease and death must follow unless b
abstinence or device we keep population down to it
ability to produce. And now come great engineers speak
ing of production (all kinds of production) in Astronomica
ratios ! Surely Malthus and the engineer cannot bo
be right. Is it possible that both may be wrong ?

Those who have not read Simeon Strunsky's article
“A Challenge to Technocracy,” in the magazine sectior
of the New York Times, of Sunday, January 8, are advise
to do so if they want a treat. It would seem from thi
article that the Technocrats are human after all, and tha
even great engineers can err when they enter fields fo
which they are not fully prepared. But why spoil you
treat ?

We always suspected that something was wrong wi
this civilization. Byron Holt in a lecture at the Hen
George School of Social Science recently told us that
has gone techno-crazy, and for want of a better term
accept his characterization as correctly describing
present mental condition.

We must plan, say the Technocrats—that is, they mu
plan. Mere mortals (albeit mortals comprise, amo
others, economists, sociologists, industrialists and state
men) are not to be trusted. The planning is to be do
by engineers. Thus is our engineering age made complet
Engineers have gotten us into the muddle, engineers mu
get us out.

Mechanical engineers built our machines, efficien
engineers perfected our production, industrial enginee
organized our industry, and isn’t it machines and produ
tive perfection that are now producing so much food a
clothing and shelter that many of us have not enou
to eat and to wear or where to live and to do business
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Who, then, but engineers can lead us out of the mess we
re in ? Engineers alone know how it was done, and
gineers alone know how it can be undone.

Do they now advise breaking up the machines and dis-
rganizing the perfected arrangements that make possible
o great a production with so little labor 7 Do they advise

oing back to some primitive state in which man-power
yould take the place of machine-power, a state in which
bor would have an opportunity to work every day, and
any hours every day ? Perish the thought !

We must plan, they tell us—that is, they must plan.

e must keep the machines and the organization, but we
ust plan to keep production down to the level of con-

mption. If people do not want food and clothing and

mes and stores and lofts and automobiles and schools

d high-class entertainments and trips abroad and other
nd various things that we know to be superfluous because
e have produced all these things and still the people re-
se to buy them, then we must stop making these things

d turn our machinery and efforts to producing the things

€ people do want and in the quantities that they can

ord to buy.

How this planning is to be done is a secret. We wouldn't
know how to handle it if we were told. We are to turn the
ole matter over to the engineers who will then go into
onference, and we are to put into effect such plan as may
ome out of such conference. Indeed, Technocracy is to
¢ given the power to put its plan into effect. Is Tech-
pcracy then, another name for Mussolini, or does it spell
alin ?

One per cent of the population of the United States
‘own 59 per cent of the wealth of the country and get 59
cent of the country's annual income; 4 per cent own
) per cent of the wealth and get 80 per cent of the in-
¢ome; about 5 per cent of the population own 85 per cent
the wealth and get 85 per cent of the income. That
aves 15 per cent of the wealth and income of the country
be divided among 95 per cent of the population.
At best, then, the average of the 95 per cent of the popu-
ion, who obviously produce all the wealth of the coun-
, do not receive in return for their production more
an 15 per cent of their product. $15.00 for every
00.00 of wealth they produce! The average person in
country, then, is a producer to the extent of $100 and
onsumer to the extent of $15. Is it not obvious Wh'y
do not consume what we produce ?
hen it is also considered that this 15 per cent of the
ntry’s income includes all the large salaries and in-
es in the United States, excepting only the huge in-
mes of the upper 5 per cent, it becomes clear why the
great mass of producers are not also consumers, excepting
starvation basis. The poorest 25 per cent of the
pulation receive (or did receive in 1929) less than 5 per
t of the country’s income.
But why obtrude these facts in a discussion on Tech-
xcracy ? These are not engineering facts, nor do they

argue learnedly about unit-of-energy production nor
kilogram-calory consumption and, fortunately or unfor-
tunately, they have no place in modern planning. Neither,
and this quite unfortunately, have the Margin of Produc-
tion or the Rent of Land any place in industrial engineer-
ing nor in modern planning, and yet the outstanding effect
of labor-saving machinery, as observed in fundamental
economics, is the depressing of the margin with the con-
sequent reduction of wages, and increase of rent.

Increasing population with no place to go excepting on
land already privately owned and held for speculation
(investment, perhaps, would be a more polite term) sends
the margin of production down, thus reducing wages and
interest, and increasing land rent. Labor-saving machinery,
enabling greater production with less labor has the same
effect on the margin and therefore the same effect on wages,
interest and rent.

Henry George in ‘‘Progress and Poverty” showed
clearly that every improvement in government and trans-
portation; every advance in the arts, in learning, in civiliza-
tion; every labor-saving device that made wealth more
plentiful; every saving in the expenditure of labor and
capital, in a civilization where land is privately owned
and held for speculation, tends to depress the margin of
production, send wages down and increase the rent of
land, thus enriching the few and impoverishing the many.

In view of this fact and the fact that 5 per cent of the
population of the United States own all the land and all
the natural resources of the country, does it require a
mathemetician or an economist to understand why 5 per
cent of the population own 85 per cent of the wealth of
the country and get 85 per cent of its total income or to
know that the 5 per cent who get the 85 per cent of the
wealth are the 5 per cent who own the land ?

Also one need not be a “Technocrat’ to know that if
95 per cent of the population have only 15 per cent of the
income of the country to divide among them, 85 per cent
of the product must be left unpurchased, unconsumed,
“overproduced,” excepting as it is eppropriated by the
5 per cent. Mayhap Technocracy in its planning will not
confine itself to engineering; mayhap it will also use a
modicum of fundamental reasoning interspersed with a
little common sense. But would it, then, remain Tech-
nocracy ?

OW, however, we are coming into collision with facts

which there can be no mistaking. From all parts of
the civilized world come complaints of industrial depres-
sion; of labor condemned to involuntary idleness; of capital
massed and wasting; of pecuniary distress among business
men; of want and suffering and anxiety among the work-
ing classes. All the dull, deadening pain, all the keen,
maddening anguish, that to great masses of men are in-
volved in the words ‘“hard times," afflict the world today.

PROGRESS AND POVERTY.
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The Relation of the Single
Tax to Other Reforms

CHEeSTER C. PLATT AT THE MEMPHIS CONFERENCE
(Condensed)

O ask what is the relation of the Single Tax to other

reforms, is to raise the question what should be our
attitude toward other reforms. On the whole I mistrust
that the attitude of some of us is not as friendly and help-
ful as it ought to be. Mr. Judson King, at the Baltimore
Congress, presented what I thought was a most important
and convincing paper on public ownership of public utili-
ties, particularly dealing with the electric power monopoly.

QOutside of Single Tax ranks, next perhaps to Senator
Norris, I think Mr. King, and Dr. Carl D. Thompson of
Chicago, are doing work of more importance and value to
the people than any other persons in our country.

But Mr. King aroused some rather unfriendly criticism,
mainly on the ground that (as one friend wrote to me)
every improvement in the condition of the earth, under
our present system of monopoly, must accrue eventually
and mainly to the owners of the earth. He was treated by
some of the critics as though he were making a plea in
behalf of landlords.

Some time ago I wrote letters to various friends, sent
them a report on the work of the Public Ownership League
of America of which Dr. Thompson of Chicago is the Ex-
ecutive Secretary, and asked them to join the organiza-
tion. Several wrote in reply that they could not join, be-
cause the final effect of public ownership would be to raise
rent, and also to increase the amount of land held idle for
speculative purposes, and further to shut out labor from
those lands which it might use, and so it would increase
unemployment.

ALL ABSORBED BY RENT

“Every improvement in the condition of the earth,
under our present system of monopoly,” it was said by
one person, ‘‘must accrue mainly to the owners of the
earth.”

So they felt not at all attracted to the organization
which I asked them to join.

All this is a more or less familiar philosophy to most of
you, and some of you will remember the debate, which
was just a little bit warm, over Mr. King's paper.

I asked a prominent Single Tax worker if he expected
to attend the Memphis Congress and was a bit surprised
and disappointed at his saying: ‘‘No, those fellows make
me tired, with their acrimonious and tedious debates
about interest, and about whether the Single Tax should
come all at once, (as Mr. Peace of London advocates) or
whether it should come bit by bit in a more evolutionary
manner.”’

And I have attended some gatherings of Single Tax men
when, in a manner shedding more heat than light, these
subjects have been discussed, and also the question,

whether the views of Henry George were socialistic or
not.

I have felt that I would like to ask some of the debaters
if they had ever read the autobiography of Benjamin
Franklin, and what they thought of his views as to the
virtue of humility. He says:

VIRTUE OF HUMILITY

““I cannot boast of much success in acquiring the reality
of this virtue, but I had a good deal of success with regard
to the appearance of it. I made it a rule to forbear all direct
contradiction to the sentiments of others, and all positive
assertion of myown. Ieven forbid myself the useof every
word or expression in the language that imported a fixed
opinion such as, “certainly,”’ “‘undoubtedly,” etc., and I
adopted instead of them, ‘I conceive,” *'I apprehend,”
or ‘I imagine the thing to be so and so,” or ‘‘if appears to
me at present.” When another asserted something that
thought an error, I denied myself the pleasure of con-
tradicting him abruptly, and of showing immediately somé
absurdity in his proposition; and in answering I began b
observing that in certain cases or circumstances hi
opinion would be right, but in the present case ther
appeared or seemed to be some differences, etc.

“I soon found the advantage of this change in my
manner, the conversations I engaged in went on more
pleasantly. The modest way in which I proposed my opin
ions procured for them a readier reception and less con
tradiction. I had less mortification when [ was found t
be in the wrong, and I more easily prevailed with other§
to give up their mistakes, and join with me, when I hap-
pened to be right."” ;

In referring to the theory that improvements are absorbe
by and added to ground rent, Mr. George said: “It r
quires reflection to see that manifold effects result from
single cause and the remedy for a multitude of evils ma
lie in one simple reform.”’ And yet I must confess that
do not, and indeed I could not, always act consisientl
with this theory. That is to say if every improvement 1
the condition of society must simply make landlords mo
prosperous how can one help being rather indifferent
all reforms, save our own major one?

Why might not one be rather cold and indifferent, n
only to the cause of public ownership, but to the cause
organized labor, and even to the cause of religion, if eve
improvement in the condition of the earth must acc
to the benefit of landlords.

REFORMS URGED BY GEORGE

I have quoted Mr. George as saying that the rem
for a multitude of evils may lie in one simple reform,
vet here is a queer paradox. Mr. George was a man w
was most earnestly and actively and enthusiastically i
terested in many reforms. He was a pioneer in advocati
the Australian ballot, and secrecy in voting. He denounced
beaurocracy in government, he was a veritable crusader
against corruption in municipal government, and his thi
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political campaign was one in which the paramount issue
was the misgoverned and corruptedly governed city in
which he lived.

He saw the evils of militarism and advocated the re-
duction of armaments. He said: ‘‘Standing navies and
tanding armies are inimical to the genius of democracy
and we ought to show the world that a great Republic
can dispense with them."

He said: “In legal administration there is a large field
or radical reform. Here too, we have servilely copied Eng-
ish precedents, and have allowed lawyers to make law
n the interest of their class, until justice is a-costly gamble,
for which a poor man cannot afford to sue.”

He saw that with the growth of progress the functions
of govermment must inevitably ¢ncrease, as people found
that government could do many things for them better

“and more cheaply than they could do these things for them-
selves. He said: ‘It is only in the infancy of society that
he functions of government can be properly confined to
providing for the common defense, and protecting the
reak against the physical power of the strong.’”

WE MUST INCREASE GOVERNMENT'S FUNCTIONS

He said: “As civilization progresses the concentration
which results from the utilization of larger powers and
‘improved processes operates more and more to the restric-
“tion and exclusion of competition, and to the establish-
‘ment of complete monopoly.

- “The primary purpose and end of government being
10 secure the natural rights and equal liberty of each, all
ibua:inesses that involve monopoly are within the necessary
province of governmental regulation, and businesses that
'?.re in their nature complete monopoly become properly
unctions of the State.'’
- He advocated a reform with regard to the issue of money,
aiming that it should be the business of government to
ue all money, rather than to guarantee the money issued

y the banks, for profit.

He advocated the government ownership of railroads,

d denounced the failure of attempted regulation.

He advocated the government ownership of electric

wer and he also advocated the government ownership

the telegraphs, the telephones, gas, water and electric
wer.

He even went so far as to advocate that the government

elf should print all the books needed for the schools.

WHAT A PARADOX !

And all this, mind you, although he knew that every

e of these multitudinous reforms would #mprove the

rld in which we live, make the locality which had the

ost of these reforms a more desirable place in which

live, and so redound to the benefit of landlords.

If we are loyal disciples of Henry George why can we
‘Jt be as paradoxical as he, and follow him in being enthu-

siastic advocates and supporters of all the reforms which
I have mentioned.

Some say that the reforms to which Mr. George was
committed show that he was essentially himself a Socialist.
Not at all. Mr. George recognized that those businesses
which in their nature are public businesses, should be owned
and operated by the public. But no other. All business
of a private nature should be preserved for private initia-
tive and conduct. And competition should be preserved
in this field, because of its biclogical justification and be-
cause nothing but competition will arouse the powers of
man to their best efforts.

How shall we determine what is private and what is
public business? All those businesses which when turned
over to private management require a franchise, should
never have been turned over to private management. A
franchise is a surrender on the part of the State or the city
of natural and proper rights which belong to the State
or the city, and they should never be turned over to private
corporations, to exploit the people.

Young Men in Memphis
Give Five Minute Addresses

FOLLOWING are five minute addresses on the Single
Tax given in Memphis over the radic by two young
men, both under twenty-five, on November 18, 1932.
These addresses were given under the auspices of the Ameri-
can Institute of Banking, and the first is by Mr. Postell
Hebert, of the Union Planters National Bank and Trust
Company. Both these young men had never read any
of the writings of Henry George before preparing for these
speeches.

The Memphis Chapter of the American Institute of
Banking has been giving much thought to the question of
taxation, and they hold meetings among employes of
banks, part of the proceedings being broadcast over the
radio. They have aroused much interest among the people
of Memphis.

The second address is by Mr. P. B. Trotter, of the Union
Planters’ National Bank.

BY MR. POSTELL HEBERT

In explaining the Single Tax theory it is first necessary to assert
the primary principle, that all men are equally entitled to the use of
the earth, It is important to note the distinction between the word
use and ownership. Because for this use of land the Single Taxer
holds that the community should be paid according to the value of the
privilege.

From the funds so collected, all expenses of the government could
be met and all other taxation could be abolished, and from this is
derived its name—Single Tax,

To quote the Single Taxers themselves:—We propose to abolish
all taxes save one Single Tax levied on the value of land irrespective
of the value of improvements upen it. From the Single Tax we may
expect these advantages:

{1) It would dispense with an entire army of tax gatherers and



8 LAND AND FREEDOM

other officials which present taxes require, and place in the treasury
a much larger proportion of the funds taken from the people. By
making government simpler and cheaper it would tend to make it
purer. 1t would rid us of taxes which necessarily promote fraud, perjury,
bribery and corruption, which lead men into temptation and which
taxes what the nation can least afford to spare—honesty and con-
science. Since land lies out of doors and cannot be removed, and its
value is most readily ascertainable of all values, the Single Tax can be
collected with a minimum of cost and the least strain on public morals.

(2) It would enormously increase the production of wealth, by
the removal of the burdens which now weigh upon industry and thrift.
1f we tax houses there will be fewer houses; if we tax machinery there
will be less machinery; if we tax trade there will be less trade; if we
tax capital there will be less capital; if we tax savings there will be
less saving, All the taxes, therefore, that we would abolish are taxes
that repress industry and lessen wealth. But if we tax land values,
there will be no less land.

On the contrary the taxation of land values has the effect of making
land more easily available for industry, since it makes it impossible
to hold land idle for speculative purposes. Our present system of
taxation has caused one class to be idle and wasteful because they are
too rich, and another class to be idle and wasteful because they are
too poor. Our present general property tax has caused millions to
leave the farms and concentrate in the cities where they have become
objects of charity. Anyone can look around and see the unused land,
the idle labor and poorly employed capital and get some idea of how
enormous would be the production of wealth if these forces were once
more free to engage in unrestricted production such as the Single Tax
would encourage and foster.

Therefore, Ladies and Gentlemen, since the community creates the
increased value of land, it, instead of the owner, should reap the
reward.

Since our present tax system is cumbersome, inefficient, expensive,
and promotes fraud and corruption, our State and national govern-
ments should adopt a single system of taxation based on land values
which are community-created.

BY MR. P, B. TROTTER

The first speaker for the Single Tax outlined the general theory and
some of the benefits to be expected from it. | shall endeavor to show
how the plan can be put into practical operation and cite further needs
for a change from our present multiple tax system.

At the recent meeting of Single Tax enthusiasts held in Memphis
under the auspices of the Henry George Foundation, Henry Hardinge,
an eminent tax expert from Chicago, gave the following illustration of
how the Single Tax would work if applied in Memphis. The site value
of land within the city limits is two hundred and fifty millions of dollars.
It must be remembered that it has that value because two hundred and
fifty thousand people living in Memphis cause it to have that value.
No owner creates that value any more than any other individual in
Memphis' quarter million., Therefore, it is only just that the com-
munity as a whole should share in the values which the community
as a whole has created. A six per cent return on this investment, or
site value, would return to the city fifteen million dollars a year.
The annual budget of the city of Memphis is approximately six million
dollars, that of Shelby County two million, and that of the State and
national governments about two million more. The revenue so pro-
vided by the Single Tax would not only adequately take care of our
annual expenses, but would retire the bonded debt of Memphis within
a period of five years. In addition to making this local application of
the Single Tax principle, it is necessary to state that the plan is in actual
operation in a dozen colonies throughout the world. Besides this,
there are numerous cities where the plan is being given partial applica-
tion.

Many people might wonder if present conditions warrant such a
fundamental change in our government.

That our present system is causing a more and more inequitable

distribution of wealth, yearly, is evident. Instead of progress in re-
moving poverty from our midst, there is more poverty today than at I
any time in several generations, There is a growing sentiment for
a re-deal and unless this is recognized and handled with justice and
promptness, all that has been accomplished by the American people
may be lost, Liberly magazine, in an editorial a few weeks ago, came
out for the Single Tax. l
In conclusion, Ladies and Gentlemen, let me quote a few words
from last year’s Commencement Address of Nicholas Murray Butler,
President of Columbia University. In his address alluding to Henry |
George he said, ‘“1f we are effectively to allay discontent and remove
temptation to disorder and rebellion, we dare not to sit idle. The
challenge is too peremptory and too ominous-—action is essential. We
must be broadminded and open-minded to suggestions and change.

Today, progressive and enlightened liberalism is everywhere true
conservatism."

An American Calendar, 1796

¢ T EW tradesmen in America, who attend closely to their

business, are able to overtake the whole of it in satis-
factory time. An English gentleman, who bought a farm
some years ago, within twenty miles of Philadelphia, said
that when he first came to the country he was surprised
to see several of his neighbors in such extreme want of
assistance from a shoemaker, At last he found it owing
not to inability of buying shoes, but to the difficulty of
getting a person to make them. Break the key of your desk,
and get an American smith to mend it. You find it cheaper
to buy a new lock and key from England. Wages to servants
and journeymen of all kinds are, through many States of
the Union, higher than in any part of Europe, and after
all, hands are sometimes not to be had. The journeyman
carpenter, on whose aid his employer depended for the
supply of customers, bolts off without warning to Ken-
tucky or St. Domingo, or the Federal City, or sets up a
tavern, a stage coach, or a billiard table; or determines to
live like a gentleman till his last cent is expended. Befor
his successor can be found a month elapses. In many part
of the country this case frequently happens. Under suc
circumstances, to take twenty-five thousand men from th
chissel and the plough, unless urged by positive necessity
would be highly absurd. It would tend directly to destro
the resources from which alone a standing army coul
expect to be paid. In Britain, at the beginning of a war
the public are often glad at the raising of new regimen
as taking off idle or disorderly people. But here the deman
for labor is so great, that the least industrious man i
generally thought worth his room.'” American Annu
Register, Philadelphia, 1796, p. 112.

UR land system is based on privilege, The landlor
who are applauding Mr. Chamberlain and flockin

to his platform are wise in their generation, for they reali
that his policy will entrench them more strongly than eve
Our present land laws cause a greater drag upon trade, an
are a greater peril to the standard of living than all th
tariffs of Germany, of America, and of our own Coloni
—CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN (1903).
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Edmund Vance Cooke

TRUE poet, an active Single Taxer, and for many
years a lecturer, Edmund Vance Cooke is dead in
leveland at the age of 66.
He was the author of 24 books of verse, many of them
esigned for children whom he loved with all the tender-
ess characteristic of him. Some of his poems were really
otable. His masters were James Whitcomb Riley and
ugene Field, but he was not a slavish imitator. Much
at he wrote has a real distinction and is in no sense an
cho of those who in similar excursions into verse preceded
im. The humor that inspired him did not prevent his
riting in a strain of solemn dignity those lines to his
riend Tom L. Johnson which are engraved on the monu-
ent of the former mayor of Cleveland. Perhaps there
e no poetic tributes more familiar to Single Taxers than
he famous lines of ‘A Man is Passing,” '‘He left a city
.qwith a civic heart,” verses singularly apt and felicitous.
John W. Raper, columnist of the Cleveland Press, pro-
nounced the funeral oration, for such had been Mr. Cooke’s
request, and the services were without formalism. Cooke
| was religious only in the sense that he contemplated the
inevitable dissolution with a calm courage and a convic-
tion that it was ordered for the best.
Mr. Cooke was born in Port Dover, Ontario.
a daughter and son, Edmund Vance Cooke, Jr.
He started the fashion of going without a hat until what
| was looked upon as one of his eccentricities promised to
{ develop into a custom. Then he threw away his hat
~which he carried on occasions to satisfy his friends, saying,
| “The world does catch up.”
| It is of interest to recall that Peter Witt at the conclu-
‘ sion of his radio speech at the Memphis conference recited
ooke’s well kmown poem, “ Uncivilized."
Our acquaintance with Mr. Cooke was by correspondence
nly. He was for many years a subscriber to LAND AND
REEDOM and was among the first to send for a copy of
he editor’s collected poems, ‘‘Thirty Years of Verse

He leaves

His verses called forth enthusiastic commendation from
uch men as Newton Baker, William Allen White, Gama-
Bradford, and many others. His "“Book of Extenua-
ions,” which was among his last, was probably his most
bitious work. Of this volume Newton Baker wrote,
We read the Extenuations from cover to cover last night
nd matched knowledge lingering from childhood about
he characters, as forecasts of what you would likely say
bout them. [t was great fun, but you nearly always
urprised us with some turn of thought and phrase! Fine,
ne!”

Mr. Cooke was a man who radiated something of his
nfluence from a distance. So we always felt that we
new him in a certain mystical sense that overleaps the
unds of space and time.

Robert Schalkenbach
Foundation

OLLOWING an anniversary advertisement upon the
life and work of Henry George in the New York Times
and New York Sun,the Foundation inserted, on November
14, 1932, in the New York Times, an advertisement ex-
plaining —-the bequest of Robert Schalkenbach, quoting
from his Will, and advertising the book '‘Progress and
Poverty.”” The advertisement read, in part, as follows:
BEING FIRMLY CONVINCED

“Being firmly convinced that the principles expounded by Henry
George in his immortal book *‘ Progress and Poverty" will, if enacted
into law, give equal opportunity to all, and tend to the betterment of
the individual and of society, by the abolition of involuntary poverty,
and its attendant evils. . o™

So reads the Will of Robert Schalkenbach, whose generous bequest
has enabled the trustees to bring the message of Henry George to a new
generation.

(Robert Schalkenbach was born in N.Y. City, 1856; obliged to work
when twelve years old; read ‘' Progress and Poverty’ and met Henry
George 1884; built up large printing business; was for many years presi-
dent of New York Typothetae; died in this city, November 13, 1924—
eight years ago.)

This kindly and successful business man was not foiled by the in-
flated ‘' prosperity’’ of the past decade, nor misled by those economists
who proclaimed that ‘‘hard times would come again no more.” He
knew the inevitability of the recurrence of periods of bad business and
unemployment, as long as the causes which George revealed 50 years
ago remain unrecognized and untouched. So he directed that his for-
tune be used to spread a knowledge of the writings of that great American
philosopher and economist.

The book which so profoundly influenced this self-made man was

‘‘PROGRESS AND POVERTY"
by Henry George

It contained a picture of Mr. Schalkenbach, and attracted
much attention. More than 173 books were sold as a result,
and many strangers visited the Foundation. Purchasers
of ''Progress and Poverty' return to get other Henry
George books—an evidence that his books are truly desired
for study and careful reading. ‘‘Protection or Free Trade"
is next to “Progress and Poverty’’' in popularity; then
“Social Problems,’” and then *The Land Question.”

A semi-monthly advertisement in the space of about
two inches, is kept, from year to year, in The Nation. It
is a reminder of Henry George's books. All inquiries
received from this source are answered at the Founda-
tion office, and an assortment of literature describing the
life and work of Henry George is forwarded to the inquirer,
whose name is kept upon our mailing list for future notices.

Advertisements designed to attract the attention of
bookdealers, and of librarians, were placed in the leading
journals for dealers and for librarians. Many inquiries
were received. The Library Magazine sent us a letter with
a list of names of librarians who wrote to the magazine
stating their interest in the books of Henry George.

Mr. Gaston Haxo has rendered a notable service to the
Foundation in going the rounds of New York bookshops.
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He has persuaded various dealers to place our hand-lettered
display card, with portrait of Henry George, in bookshop
windows, with four or five copies of the brightly jacketed
“Progress and Poverty.” As a means of advertising, this
method is very helpful and we trust that New York Single
Taxers who happen to see our books in bookshop windows,
will drop in and either purchase a copy or two or induce
their friends to do so. Shops that are displaying the book
are as follows:

Abbey Book Co., 61 E. 8th Street; Beacon Book Shop,
43 E. 45th Street; Chelsea Book Shop, 58 W. 8th Street;
Cadmus Book Shop, 342 W. 34th Street; Channel Book
Shop, 283 Park Avenue; Bernard Crasner, 10 E. 47th
Street; Gotham Book Mart, 51 W. 47th Street; Harmony
Book Shop, 108 W. 49th Street; Liverright Book Shop,
21 W. S51st Street; University Place Book Shop, 105
University Place; Maurice Marks, 35 W. 44th Street.

During the first week of December a Christmas circular
with line drawing of “Progress and Poverty,” and photo-
graph of other books available from the Foundation, and
offering special prices for Christmas giving, was sent to
the Foundation’s general list. Each year the Foundation
arranges to send books so purchased to any address or
list of addresses of friends to whom Christmas presents
of Henry George books are to be given. It inserts a
Christmas card in the book and sends it along in an attrac-
tive carton, and prepays the postage. In addition, for
every book order, a free copy of the “Enclaves of Eco-
nomic Rent” was sent to purchasers. Mr. Henry Ware
Allen’s Henry George Calendar was also advertised in
our circular, and we are glad to say that this little booklet,
printed by Mr. Allen in Kansas, but handled by the
Foundation at his request, has been popular, filling a need
in the field of Henry George literature. Just at present
our initial supply has been exhausted. We are ordering
additional copies from Mr. Allen, and will soon have them
on hand for the filling of future orders. About 350 books,
200 calendars and a number of pamphlets were distributed
and sold as a result of the Christmas campaign.

From Prof. W. R. B. Willcox, Dean of Architecture,
University of Oregon, we procured a supply of a ““Report
to the Architects Convention.” Some of the readers of
LAND AND FREEDOM know of this “Report” prepared by
Prof. Willcox, and Mr. John S. Seibert and others, and
read to a convention of American Institute Architects in
April, 1932. Problems of building, business standards,
price of land, rent, labor, land values, etc., were presented
in such clear terms that we considered the report of general
interest, It was sent to a list of 500 editors and architects.

Mr. Harold Buttenheim’s interesting article “A Prag-
matic Experiment With Taxes," published in the December
1932 Survey-Graphic, is being sent to Congressmen, editors
and columnists of newspapers. We have a small supply
of this article in pamphlet form which may be had by send-
ing ten cents to cover cost of mailing.

Among the interesting letters received is the following

from Prof. A. Velleman of the University of Geneva, who
writes as follows:

““In my classes at the University of Geneva, I have repeatedly dealt
with Henry George. In the coming winter session I intend to use as a
textbook in one of my classes the ‘'Life of Henry George"” by his son '
Henry-George, Jr. |

It is more than ever necessary to draw attention to the teachings
of the great American reformer, and 1 therefore apply to you with the
request that you be good enough to send me one dozen copies of the
said volume at a price as low as possible, to be sold to the poorer section
of students. I should also like to obtain, at the same opportunity, a '
complete set of the writings of Henry George. 1 would place this set
in the Library of the Faculty of Economic and Sccial Sciences.

Copies of the ‘‘Life of Henry George’’ were immediately
shipped, at our best wholesale rate, to Prof. Velleman,
and one copy of each Henry George book sent to him fo
the Library of the University of Geneva, as a gift of th
Foundation.

From far off Korea we received the following letter:

‘*Many years ago I read some of the writings of Henry George ani
recently, through my colleague here—Dr. O. R. Avison,—I have ha
the pleasure and profit of re-reading some of them again. As a resul
I would like to join the Henry George Society and extend, as fully a
possible, the wisdom contained in his writings. Please send me a ful
set of the Henry George books which you publish.”

J. W. Hirsrt, Severance Union Medical College,
Seoul, Korea.

Mr. Stephen Bell met the wave of excitement over Tech
nocracy, in a splendid article written for Commerce an
Finance, December 21, 1932, in which he pointed out tha
the answer to Technocracy lies in Henry George’s teachings

Mr. John Millar who sends out a weekly Housing Lette
from Chicago, wrote as follows in his November 19, 193
letter, which is widely circulated:

‘“The Single Tax, in more or less pure form, is being brought forwar:
as a possible cure for present ills. The theory is that of Henry Georg
that since society and not the owner of a given site is responsible f
the value in that site, society has a right to take all or most of the i
come that result from the favorable location. The effect of such ta
tion would be to take land rent in lieu of taxes on land and buildin
to depress land values, and to stimulate building on vacant land.
committee of the American Institute of Architects reported favorabl
on this type of taxation earlier this year, suggesting further stud
(apparently not being made). Harold S. Buttenheim, editor of T
American City, suggested in Pittsburgh this week before the assembli
city planners that it would be better to have a proper 3-way combin
tion of inheritance taxes, income taxes and the Single Tax, rather th
sales taxes and taxes on building and personalty.”

The Foundation had been in touch with Mr. Mill
for some time, and had sent him Georgist literature.
became interested and carries mention of the Single T
and Henry George from time to time in his Housing Lette
which are widely circulated. The Besfon Post on January
ran an article in which Mr. Millar's references to Henr
George were quoted. The Bosion Globe on January 8, i
an article explaining Technocracy, featured, among other
a picture of Henry George, and said:

‘“Technoeracy builds its platform on the paradox of ‘poverty in th
midst of plenty.” This paradox in other crises in America has produce
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prophecies of social change. In the deep depression of the '70s, Henry
corge wrote ‘Progress and Poverty,’ setting forth the principles which
e to crystallize in the practical programme of the Single Tax.”
The Commonweal (Catholic magazine) of January 4,
ied an article by John A. Ryan entitled ““Must Unem-
oyment Continue?”” In discussing Prof. Graham’s new
ook, ‘“The Abolition of Unemployment,” Dr. Ryan said:
It exhibits greater feeling than I have found in any other
onomic work since I first came upon Henry George's
rogress and Poverty.”

ANTOINETTE KAUFMANN, Secretary

Mr. Ingersoll’s Lecture Work

Y trip was not properly rounded out, because of the
interruption of the annual meeting and events con-
ected therewith. The securing of appointments, as well
s my work, were involved. However, as stated in No.
0 of the Ingersoll Bulletin, the total of talks was 90, to
diences of 16,732.

Nov. 28—South Bridge, Mass. Merchants and Manufacturers Asso,,
olumbia Hotel; luncheon; 60 present, business men; 40 minute talk,
d informal quiz afterwards. This is a very important manufacturing
ace, the principal industry being the American Optical Co., whose
esident, Mr. Wells, was chairman. Also woolen and paper mills
ficials present.

Nov. 29—Falmouth Rotary and Kiwanis combined; Hotel Henley,
15 p. m.; 75 present. This is what I call a successful meeting, be-
use after my talk of 45 minutes most of these men stayed two and a
alf hours in a heckling bee, and, I believe, were largely converted.

Dec. 13—Holyoke, Mass., Lions Club; Hotel Nonotuck; 120 present;
minute talk; very fine crowd of men, but failed on quiz, except half
hour with a small group.

Dec. 14—Lions Club, Elizabeth N. J.; Elks Club luncheon;25 present;
minute talk, and one hour quiz, of most intensive kind.

Dec. 15—Little Falls Chamber of Commerce Dinner; evening; 20
esent, and very important meeting, because of quiz lasting until
arly midnight after 30 minute talk, and the fine character of the

Jan. 3—Chamber of Commerce, Northampton, Pa., Town Hall,
5 p. m. This was another very successful meeting, apart from the
endance, which was 75 of the best people in this fine cement town
0,000, The talk was 45 minutes, but the quiz lasted until 11:30,
er which I drove home 80 miles.

an. 12—Lions Club, Plainfield; N. J.; dinner, evening. Came as a
ilt of the Elizabeth meeting.

an. 12—Rotary Club, Jersey City; luncheon. This comes from Mr.
H. Allen.

an 16—DMichael Men's Club, Weehawken N. J.; Monday, 8:00 p. m.
rough Mr. Chandler,

an. 17—WHAM Radio Station, Journal Square, Jersey City. This
nes through my friend Mr. T. Lane,
I am preparing the organization on a National scale,
the Tax Relief Association and expect to immediately
e up organizing Pennsylvania, beginning at Pittsburgh.
Caas. H. INGERSOLL,
President Mahnattan Single Tax Club.

The Henry George Lecture Assn.

{United with the Henry George Foundation of America)
538 South Dearborn St., Chicago, Il

JouN LAWRENCE MoNrOE Director and Treasurer

STA¥F SPEAKERS

WiLLiaM N. McNair, Bakewell Building, Pittsburgh, Pa.
CrLAaupE L. WaTsoN, 538 South Dearborn St, Chicago, Ill.
ProF, HArrY GUNNISON BrowN, 403 Garth St. Columbia Mo.
PErcY R. WiLL1AMS, 1310 Berger Building, Pittsburgh Pa.
Hon~. GeorGE H, Duwncaw, East Jaffery, N. H.

Mgrs. ANNA GEORGE DE MILLE, 17 East 67th St., New York City.

LocAL SPEAKERS

CHARLES G. BaLpwiN, Munsey Building, Baltimore Md.

L. D. BeckwitH, Stockton Calif.

HEerBERT S. BigeLow, Cincinnati O.

WiLLiaM A, Brack San Antonio Tex,

A. A. Boore Seaboard Building Seattle Wash.

J. D. Bryant, Albany, Ore.

Jorx S. Copman 20 East St., Boston, Mass.

Grace IsaBeL CoLroN, New Canaan Conn,

ALEXANDER HaMmiLTON, Pender Island B. C.

Freperic C. Howg, Harmon-on-the-Hudson, N. Y.

James P. KonLER, Congers, N. Y.

Frank STEPHENS, Arden, Del.

CuarLEs H. INGErsoLL, 341 Park St., East Orange, N. J.

WirLiam MATTHEWS, Spokane, Wash.

Ray Bossox, 608 Chestnut St, Lansing, Mich.

Miss EpiTe SEEKEL, 626 Ethel Ave., Grand Rapids Mich.

ABE D. WALDAUER, Bank of Commerce Building, Mempis Tenn,

Epwarp WHITE Kansas City Mo.

Josepun Forsuaw, St. Louis, Mo.

Chicago Ill.:
HENRY HARDINGER.
WirLiam H. Horry.
TrHOMAS A. MYER.
TroMas Rropus.
GEORGE M. STRACHAN.
Hexry L. T. TipEMAN.
CravTioN J. EWING.
J. Epwarp JoNEs.

New York City:
Max BERKOWITZ.
B. W. BURGER.
BoLroN HALL.
GEORGE LLovD.
Morris VAN VEEN.

* & X

NEWS OF HENRY GEORGE AND SINGLE
TAX CLUBS

Single Tax League, Chicago, Ill.—Recent speakers at the
weekly meetings of the League were Jacob Don, a Korean
and graduate of the University of Michigan, who spoke
on “The Situation in the Far East;” William Ellis,
enthusiastic Single Taxer and graduate of the University
of Missouri, ‘‘Encouragement for the Single Tax Move-
ment:;” Maurice Welty, youthful and able young Single
Taxer, particularly activein the Chicagowork of the Manu-
facturers and Merchants Federal Tax League, ‘“The Single
Tax;'' and Prof. Leavell of the Hyde Park High School,
““The School Plight.” Over twelve hundred copies of
the League’s new edition of its pamphlet, * Jobs for All,"”
were distributed at a mass meeting of the Chicago teachers
on Friday, January 6. Thousands of copies of this pamphlet
are being sent through the mails, and among these over
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500 are going to members of both houses of Congress. Thanks
are due Mr. Thomas Rhodus for this continued valuable
educational work.

Henry George Club, Lansing, Mich.—After telling of the
unfortunate adoption of a constitutional amendment
limiting the tax rate on real estate to one and one-half
per cent at the election on November 8, Mr. Ray Robson,
president of the Lansing Club says, in a letter of November
14, “We hope to begin our Henry George Club meetings
next week.” 1If all the voting citizens of Michigan could
have been acquainted with Mr. Robson’s arguments
against the amendment it would not have carried. In
his speeches, and in his letters to the press Mr. Robson
pointed out that, ‘‘What we need is not higher prices for
land, but higher wages for labor. The land speculators
are back of these amendments. If they are carried, the
vacant land held for speculation in every city can be un-
loaded at higher prices.” Evidently there will have to
be more than one ‘‘repeal’” movement if amendments
restricting the liberty of the people are to be removed.

Henry George Club, Omaha, Neb.—The December meet-
ing of the Omaha Club was pleasantly surprised by a visit
from the veteran August Willeges of Sioux City, lowa,
who left a message of courage and hope. He admonished
his listeners to become militant in their efforts to gain
the public ear and to warn the people of the dangers of
the sales tax. ‘‘Do not fear if you clash with the propa-
gandists of the sales tax,’”” he said, ‘““You have an answer
for them—the fruth. As Henry George said to me during
the campaign of 1886, ‘I shall tell the fruth, regardless of
the loss of votes.'"”
ship campaign and programme of activity was appointed
to act immediately. Letters were read from Mr. Larry
Quinby of Los Angeles, formerly of Omaha, and also from
Mr. A. G. Chapman of Lincoln, Neb. The Club is asking
the support of all Single Taxers in the vicinity of Omaha
to help combat the propaganda of an organization recently
incorporated for the purpose of placing sales tax legislation
on the statute books. In a letter of December 9 to inter-
ested persons, the Henry George Club states, ‘“The Sales
Tax will not help the farmers. In Nebraska they will
have most of it to pay. More than half of them are ten-
ants, and would have to pay increased rents. Their
market would be impaired by the reduced purchasing
power of those who consume their products.”’ The letter
was signed by a committee consisting of Mr. Howard
J. Bailey, vice-president of the Baker Mfg. Co., Mr. Paul
K. Harlan, Superintendent of the Bell Telephone Co.,
Omaha, and Mr. L. S. Herron, editor of the Nebraska
Union Farmer.

Henry George Club, Pitisburgh, Pa.—The Friday noon
meetings of the Henry George Club of Pittsburgh in the
Downtown Y.M. C. A. are continuing every week, Dr.
Francis D. Tyson, Professor of Economics at the Univer-

A committee to formulate a member- .

sity of Pittsburgh, having spoken on January 6, on ' What
About the Technocrats?””—an up-to-date subject. |

Woman's Single Tax Club, Washington, D. C.—TheI
opening meeting of the Capitol’s Club for this season was
held on October 3 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Walter |
I. Swanton. A paper on ‘‘How We Learn” was read by
Mrs. Elizabeth Phillips, inventor of the famous Land-l
lord's Game now being used by Single Taxers to advance
their cause in popular fashion.

NEWS OF SINGLE TAX SPEAKERS J

Henry H. Hardinge, Chicago, Ill.—Mr. Hardinge's recent appoint-
ments included the Evanston, Ill., Kiwanis Club, Tuesday noon, Decem-
ber 13; the Crane College Forum, Wednesday evening, December 14;
the Illinois Home Guard Association, Friday, December 16; the
West Side Forum, Friday evening, January 6; and numerous others
before churches, schools and civic clubs.

William H. Holly and Henry L. T. Tideman, Chicago.—The Junior
Western Society of Engineers liked Mr. Tideman’s talk on ‘‘Natura
Taxation'’ so well that he was asked to pick another speaker for the
on a related theme. His choice was William H. Holly, law partner o
Clarence Darrow and drafter of the Prosperity Tax Bills for Coo
County being sponsored by the Manufacturers and Merchants Federa
Tax League. Mr. Holly spoke on ‘‘Modern Problems' before th
Society at its December meeting, Mr. Tideman having addressed i
in November.

Claude L. Waison, Chicago.—Mr. Watson addressed over 100 mem-
bers of the Milwaukee Theosophical Society on *Creating a Coopera
tive Democracy,” Sunday, January 8. He showed this to be the idea
toward which Henry George pointed the way.

NEWS NOTES

The first of a series of meetings of the Chicago Division of the Manu
facturers and Merchants Federal Tax League was held at the Palme
House, Friday evening, January 6. Over two hundred influential
business leaders attended the meeting to hear Emil O. Jorgensen
director of the League, explain the importance of the bills providin
for the gradual abolition of all local taxes on improvements and per
sonal property in Chicago and Cook County and for the raising of th
public revenue from the value of the land alone. Gerhardt F. Meyn
president of the Gerhardt F. Meyne Co., contractors, was chairma
of the meeting. Mr. Jorgensen’s forceful address was made more co
vincing by the use of stereoptican slides with charts and illustration
demonstrating his points. Mr. Jorgensen's lecture will be give
weekly.

Those who had the pleasure of meeting James Abbott at the Hen
George Congress in Memphis last October, will regret learning
his death on Sunday, November 20. Although in his eightieth yea
Mr. Abbott joined his fellow members of the Chicago Single Ta
League, Mr. Henry L. T, Tideman and Mr. George Strachan, in dri
ing to the Congress. He spoke as a pinch hitter at the evening meeti
of the Southern Tax Conference when there was some delay in the arriv:
of Senator McKeller, the speaker of the evening. Mr. Abbott w:
born in New York City, December 12, 1852, near 152d Street a
Amsterdam Avenue, “ which was then a garden patch, and consider
out in the suburbs of the city,” as hc himself told. He remember
the stirring campaign of 1860, and saw Lincoln and heard him spea
as he passed through Hudson, Ohio, on his way to Washington to
inaugurated president. He had seen all the presidents from Linco
down to Coolidge, and reported all from Grant to Coolidge.
traveled all over the world several times and was widely known a§
a writer and lecturer.

Robert L. McCaig, active Single Taxer of Toledo, Ohio, is t
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entor of a modern steel home, factory-fabricated so that it can be
ted quickly by unskilled labor and easily moved from city to coun-
or back again. An illustrated article in the Toledo Sunday Times
September 25, emphasizes the idea that was in the back of Mr.
cCaig’s mind when he began developing the invention. He wanted
make it easy for people to get back on the land. A portable house
uld make it possible to lease land instead of buying it outright and it
uld be treated as personal property and not as an improvement—so
conjectures, and this would ease the transition period from our
sent land and tax conditions to those ideal conditions in which land
Id be free and labor untaxed. Mr. McCaig believes that work-
must be able to change quickly from labor in shops to self-
pport on the land.

George J. Knapp writes from Pueblo, Colo., ‘Pueblo is hard hit
the depression, but many here know the remedy. [ have not found
e here who voted for Single Tax in 1913 who will not vote for it
ain. Hon. John A. Martin, in whose care [ am getting my mail
re, was a member of Congress in 1913, when [ passed the Single Tax
endment in this city. At that time he came out publicly for it in
big hand-bill with his signature on it. He urged all to vote for the
ngle Tax amendment, Mr, Martin has just been elected to Congress
in in the last election, after he had been out of politics for years.
views of Single Tax have not changed and he is the type of man
o doesn't play politics. I expect Mr. Martin to introduce some
gle Tax legislation in the new Congress.”

On Saturday, January 21, a public meeting is to be held in honor
Hon. George A. Schilling, Labor Commissioner under Governor
hn P. Altgeld, 1892-1896, and former Commissioner of Public Works
in Chicago. He is eighty-two years old and active continually in the
ngle Tax cause, The meeting will take place in the Central Y. M.
A. Building. Margaret Haley, Clarence Darrow, and Carl D.
ompson are among those who are expected to be present.

The importance of the land question is indicated by the follow-
editorial from the New York Evening Post, reproduced in the
icago Daily News, December 21, 1932:

HOMESTEADING AGAIN

urther evidence of the drift of population back to the soil comes
m the annual report of the United States land office, one of the few
rnment bureaus that show a profit for the year. According to
mimissioner Charles C. Moore, 4,551,774 acres of public land were
n up as homesteads during the fiscal year that ended last June 30.
ring the previous ten years the total acreage homesteaded was only
ut 4,000,000. In one depression year, therefore, more persons
d claims to available homestead lands than in the preceding decade.
is is all the more remarkable in consideration of the fact that vir-
lly all the really desirable homestead land was taken up before the
r and that the remaining desirable acreage was largely claimed im-
iately thereafter, when the returning soldiers applied their was
ice to their homestead rights.

SOUTHERN SINGLE TAX NEWS ITEMS

airhope, Ala.—The School of Organic Education at Fairhope,
bama, celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary on Friday, Novem-
4. In so doing it paid tribute to the idealism and inspiring leader-
of its founder and director, Mrs. Marietta Johnson.

e Organic School is more than a school—it is a living expression
he principles of creative freedom in education, as the Fairhope
le Tax Colony is an expression of those principles in economic

ouston, Tex—Houston continues to honor the memory of its
t assessor and mayor of fifteen years ago, Joseph Pastoriza. It
now the second largest city in the South and few would question
t its progress has been largely due to the impetus given by Pasto-
a's policy of extra-legally taxing improvements less and land values
While the exemption of improvements is not as great now
s it was under Pastoriza, the extra-legal discrimination in favor of
i'xprovements has not been totally abandoned. In 1931 improve-

ments paid 38 per cent of the taxes, land values 49 per cent and per-
sonal property 13 per cent.

Mrs. H. F. Ring, widow of the late ‘‘anonymous author” of *‘ The
Problem of the Unemployed,” is living with her son, Robert Ring,
attorney, in Houston.

San Antonio, Tex.—Against what would seem overwhelming odds
to most people, William A. Black has kept the Single Tax before the
people of Texas for sixteen years without a let up. The Single Tax
League_of Texas was organized at a State convention in Dallas,
March 16 and 17, 1916. Mr. Black was elected secretary and as
such he has served since that time.

For four years, 1918-1922, Mr. Black served as a member of the
Texas legislature. He knows his Texas—its history, its indus-
tries, its problems, and its people. His weekly letter-articles
to the country newspapers are printed in all parts of the State. His
visits in the principal cities are watched for by all who know him
and appreciate his vast and accurate fund of information and the
greatness of his work.

Mr. Black is engaged in making Texas Single Tax-minded. The
Single Tax League of Texas numbers among its supporting members
not only individual Single Taxers but some of the leading industries
and public utilities of the State that see in the Single Tax more busi-
ness for all.

Mr. Black celebrated his seventy-fifth birthday on November 8.
Mrs. Black is a close co-worker with him in the offices of the League
which are beautifully situated in the Smith-Young Tower, a modern,
centrally-located office building.

Mr. H. E. Kincaid, city planner of San Antonio, is a new recruit
to the Texas Single’ Tax ranks. He sees in the elimination of land
speculation one of the benefits to the city beautiful. Further-
more he points out that land values are the logical and just source of
revenue for city planning projects.

Dallas, Texas.—''The Pitchfork—An Humble Implement with a
Wide Range of Usefulness” is a monthly magazine in its 26th year
with a circulation of 16,000, edited and published in Dallas by a dynamic
Single Taxer, Wilford B, *Pitchfork” Smith. Resembling John Z.
White in many ways, Pitchfork Smith was converted to the Single Tax
by Mr. White in Kansas City some thirty years ago. And we use the
word, converted, advisedly. Pitchfork Smith says that to be a Single
Taxer you've got to have ‘‘religion on the land question.” Accept
that religion and the fiscal method of applying it will be readily grasped.
The Single Tax is a by-product, he says, of the realization that “to
be disassociated from the land is disaster. Man is a land animal—
an economic relationship exists there that must not be tampered
with by landlords, politicians, or others.”

A SINGLE TAX MARRIAGE

Miss Helen Seevers and J. Edward Jones, prominent young Single
Taxers of Chicago, were married on Wednesday evening, November
30. Mr. Jones's father, Rev. Charles A. Jones, officiated at the cere-
mony which tock place in the home of the bride's brother, Arthur
Grant Turner. Miss Dora Green sang. Mr. and Mrs, Henry L. T.
Tideman, Mr. Henry H. Hardinge, Mr. George M. Strachan, Mrs.
Dora Welty, Mr. Maurice Welty, Mrs. Maybelle Brooks, and Mr.
and Mrs. John Lawrence Monroe were among the fifty friends present
who joined in wishing Mr. and Mrs. Jones a long and happy life
together.

ELECTION OF SINGLE TAXERS NOVEMBER 8

The Single Tax movement extends congratulations to James Pinkney
Pope upon his recent election to the United States Senate from Idaho
on the Democratic ticket. A member of the Henry George Lecture
Association since 1916, Senator Pope has served as assistant Attomey-
General of Idaho and as Mayor of Boise.

Senator Pope was born on a farm in central Louisiana, near Jones-



14 LAND AND FREEDOM

ville, and attended the public schools there. Ambitious, he surmounted
difficulties to continue his studies at Louisiana Polytechnic Institute
in Ruston, and later at the University of Chicago. He went to Idaho
to carve out his career and by outstanding ability won success.

From that ardent and able young Single Taxer of Seattle, Washing-
ton, C. Arlin Nave, we learn of election victories in his State that bid
well for the success of the Single Tax movement. Among the elected
is Mr. Louis Nash, a thoroughly versed Single Taxer, as County
Commissioner. The other elected County Commissioner, John C.
Stevenson, is a fighter, too, and judging from his talks and paper,
the Weekly Broadcast, which he publishes, he is the next thing to being
a Single Taxer, The same is true of Senator-elect Homer T. Bone,
of Tacoma, who quoted Henry George in his address at the Demo-
cratic Banquet, November 12. Hon. Marion Zioncheck, Congressman-
elect from the first district, campaigned along with Nash and Steven-
son. All these men received a large majority in spite of the fact that
Mayor Dore classed them as radicals and hired a radio each day to
speak against them. Mr. Morrow of the forty-fifth district, a Single
Taxer, was elected State Senator. He is a live wire and has a son in
the twenties who is active also.

Hon. Robert Crosser, Single Taxer, was reelected to Congress from

leveland as a Democrat. Ed. F. Alexander, Cincinnati attorney
and Single Taxer, appears to have been defeated in his attempt to
be elected to Congress on the Democratic ticket.

JosN LAWRENCE MONROE.

An Important Move Defeated

ORTLAND, Ore. has over 9,000 lots that it has had

to take over due to deliquent taxes and assessments.
The city of Portland has been unable to sell these lots,
but in order to get them back on the tax roll, the city council
submitted a charter amendment, November 8, 1932, to
the voters of Portland, which would have given the city
council authority to lease for any number of years not
exceeding 99 years, such parcels of land as were not needed
for public use.

The proposed amendment was lost by a majority of
4,353, the vote being 44,773 for, and 49,126 against.

This amendment left the details of the leasing of this
land to the city council, but there were a few conditions
required in the amendment. Here are the principal ones:

The lessee was to pay all taxes and assessments levied
against the property, the same as any other property owner.
In case of releasing, the lessee was to have preference. This
provision would protect the lessee who had improved the
land. This procedure, as a general rule, is followed in
private leases.

This amendment provided for three appraisers; one
appointed by the city council, another appointed by the
lessee, and the third by the first two appraisers.

All expense incurred in connection with carrying out
the provisions of the amendment was to be paid out of the
assessment collection fund or such fund as might be desig-
nated by the city council. Thus any real estate man who
leased land for the city would have been paid a commission
for his services.

This amendment also gave the city council authority to

enact such ordinances as might be necessary to carry into
effect the provisions of the amendment.

This amendment gave the city council the authority
to make leases for any number of years not exceeding 99
years. There were specifications for the valuation on which
land rent would be based for 7 year, 35 year, and 99 year
leases. A 35 year lease to be revalued every 7 years, a 99
year lease to be revalued at the end of each 10 year period;
the rent of a 7 year lease to be based on the initial valua-
tion. Land bought for future use was to have paid 6 per
cent rent of its valuation.

There was opposition from three principal sources; real
estate men, the Oregon Voter, and the Portland City Club.
The Oregon Voter, a weekly magazine, published by C. C.
Chapman, who keeps the business people in the Pacifi
Northwest posted on economics, finances, taxation, an
all public matters, whether local, state, or federal. Mr
Chapman may not admit it, but he represents specia
privilege. The study of this leasing amendment by th
Portland City Club was made by two real estate men, on
lawyer, and the editor of a banking publication. Th
recommendation by the above committee against thi
amendment was made at the regular luncheon at the en
of the speaker’s talk and was rushed through without an
discussion so that the city club might adjourn on time
The Portland City Club, as a general rule, is very pro
gressive, tolerant, and thoughtful. It is a powerful infiuen
in the community. Other recommendation by this clu
this year were against the oleomargarine tax (10c p
pound), the increase on the State income tax, and th
chain store tax. It seems to me if the Portland City Clu
had had the time to discuss this leasing amendment, o
had had a different kind of a study committee, its decisio
might have been different.

The day before election real estate men demanded tha
the Portland City Council withdraw this charter amend
ment, but the council stood firmly on its own ground.

The amendment, if passed, would have approximatel
collected the gross ground rent from the 9,000 vacant lot
That is the ground rent collected from taxes on land valu
plus the ground rent collected by the City of Portlan
on its leases would have been a sum equal to the gro
ground rent.

I haven’t the inside dope on the framing of this amen
ment; so I do not know if there were those that reall
knew what they were about, or if the city council unwi
tingly planned this leasing amendment to get the vaca
land back on the tax duplicate.—EDNA LASKEY.

NDING June 30, 1932, 1,200 overseas vessels enter

Sydney Harbor, compared with 1,367 during t
previous twelve months; a diminution of nearly half
million net tons. Extinction is our fate unless we u
shackle our trade.—Progress, Melbourne, Aus.
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HE mail should bring to every reader of LAND AND
FREEDOM a facsimile copy of the Charter issued to
e Henry George School of Social Science by the Board
Regents of the University of the State of New York,
ucation Department.

The facsimile is beautifully done, gold seal and all, and
suitable for framing. If your copy of this historic docu-
ent has not yet reached you, write to the School or to
ND AND FREEDOM and a copy will be mailed to you at
ce.

Along with the facsimile has been mailed Oscar Geiger's
dress written for the Seventh Henry George Congress,
Id at Memphis last October and read at the Congress
Joseph Dana Miller, editor of LAND AND FREEDOM.
short prospectus of the work of the School is also en-
osed with the facsimile, which gives in brief an outline
its work during its 1932-33 Fall and Winter sessions.
Perhaps a mention of its Class and Forum Topics may
ove interesting to those who have not yet received the
nouncements.

FORUM TOPICS (partial list)

Ethics of Democracy.

Human Rights and Governmental Duties.
Natural Law in the Economic World.
The Biologist and the Land Question.
Fundamental vs. Superficial Economics.
Industrial Depressions and How to Prevent Them.
The Future—What Can We Do About It?
A Pragmatic Experiment with Taxation.
Trade Barriers—Their Evil Effects.

The New Morality.

The Money Complex.

Henry George School of Social Science

Unemployment—Its Cause and Cure.

Population and Land Value.

Hard Times in the Face of Abundance.

The Birthright of Mankind.

The Cardinal Sin of Government,

Can This Civilization Be Saved?

Taxation—What It Is and How It Should Be Applied.
The Single Tax—What It Is and What It Will Do.
Governmental Self Destruction.

TOPICAL CLASS OUTLINE

Origin and Genesis of Civilization. The Elements of Political
Economy. The Fundamental Laws of Political Economy. The
Physiocrats and L'Impot Unique. Adam Smith and “The Wealth
of Nations.” The Classical Economists. Herbert Spencer’s *Social
Statics.” The Functions of Government. The Malthusian Theory
Analyzed. Population and Subsistence. Canons of Taxation. In-
cidence of Taxation. The Nature of Wealth. The Production of
Wealth. The Law of Supply and Demand. The Laws of Distribu-
tion. The Law of Rent and Wages. The Law of Interest. Machinery—
Its Purposes and Effects. Technology and Over-production. Trade
and Tariffs. Money and [ts Functions. Ethical Considerations
in Economics. The Law of Human Progress.

The prospectus also contains excerpts from the address
of Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, President of Columbia
University at the 177th Commencement of Columbia
University, and from the foreword to Prof. Harry Gunni-
son Brown's “Significant Paragraphs from Progress and
Poverty' by Dr. John Dewey.

You surely will want these three documents if you have
not already received them, and a word from you will bring
them to you as fast as the United States mail can carry
them.

hree Men in a Boat
A Fable and a Moral

HREE men went out in a boat. They were men of
high spirit and of devil-may-care dispositions, whose
es were Tom, Wilfred and Earl.

They had not been long in the boat when something
ppened to cause a great hilarity among them. This
ity caused Tom to become somewhat obstreperous,
his antics made the boat rock so violently that the
s—which had laid idle because they were allowing the
t to float with the tide—were lost in the waters.

Thus they were left to the mercy of the tides which
rried them out into the open sea. After some two or
ree days, during which they suffered heavily and prayed
ightily, they found themselves drifting towards the shores
a small island, which again caused them to pray with
uch fervor.

Finally they alighted, and of course their first search

was for food. This they found in great abundance, for the
island was rich in nuts and fruits of various kinds.

When they had refreshed themselves they *prospected’’
the island. It was a land flowing with milk and honey,
and there were no others to share the good things with
themselves.

So Tom said to the other two, ““Well, here we are on an
island which we may call our very own. We will therefore
divide it into three equal parts and thus each will have
no better rights than his neighbor.”

The other two agreed, and it was so, for there was none
to say otherwise.

So Tom took the tract of land which included the coast-
line and harbor, Earl took the midlands, and Wilfred
took the interior, which culminated in high hills, the out-
side face of which constituted the opposite coast and which
were so jagged with rock as to make impossible any attempt
to get in or out of the island on that side.

Thus the three were well satisfied with the arrangements
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they had made for themselves, and all went as merrily
as marriage bells, for the climate was genial and sunny,
food was so plentiful that they had little need of exertion,
and for shelter they had each several dry caves and abun-
dance of dry grass for bedding.

Weeks passed by and month was added to month and
never a ship hove in sight. Yet they lacked not of all the
good things which were necessary to healthy and complete
happiness—save the fact that they had not their wives,
families and friends with them to share in their good for-
tune.

One day a ship hove in sight, and mightily they strove
to make their presence known to its crew. They succeeded,
and the ship drew nigh unto the island and a boat was put
down and sent into the harbor.

The ship proved to be an English Trading Ship out on
a trip from port to port in various foreign lands, and would
therefore not return home for some two or three years.

So Tom, Wilfred and Earl decided they would stay on
at the island if the Ship’s captain would cable the news of
their safety to their people, furnish particulars of the
glorious country they had found, and extend a warm invita-
tion to all their friends to come out to them with any other
who might wish to join them.

‘Thus the news in due course reached Kirkburton and great
was the excitement caused.

Now trade was bad and conditions of life unsettled, and
many there were who were far from being averse to a change
of home and country. Thus did many decide to accompany
the wives and families of the three men when they should
sail for the new home land. Indeed, so many did so decide
that a full ship's load was recorded as ready for the venture.
Some of the more far-seeing of these called a meeting of the
intending emigrants, and proposed, in view of the fact that
they were going out to a new country, that, inasmuch as
money would be of no use, they should convert all their
savings into goods and tools of the kinds which would be most
needed in a new land.

Thus the cargo of the vessel was composed for the most
part of blacksmiths’, joiners’, carpenters’, and plumbers’
tools, etc., along with household linens, tea, sugar, coffee,
wines, medicines, etc., etc., and the ship set out on its
journey.

The pilgrims disembarked and made their way to a crude
poster which had been set up on the fore-shore, and great
was their astonishment to read the words on the poster—
written in crude lettering with some horrible pigment—
“The Fallas Estate, all Harbor Rights Reserved. For
permission to use, apply to Tom Fallas, Transport Mansions."”
On the other side of the poster they read, “Plots to suit
Settlers on easy terms; apply at the same address.”

Bursting with indignation two of the emigrants, by name
of Petts and Hobson, went forward inland and walked on
and on until they reached a primitive sort of fence, on the
other side of which was another notice board which read:
“The Matthews Estate—Plots to Suit Settlers on easy terms

but all Mineral Rights reserved. For particulars apply to
Earl Matthews, Blackrock House.”

On reading this notice Petts was nigh unto having a fit
of apoplexy, and Hobson gnashed his teeth most wolfishly,
but each not daring to speak to the other. Once more they
resumed their walk further inland, and eventually they
reached a second fence, on the other side of which was another
poster—*The Sykes Estate, Plots to suit Settlers on favor-
able terms up to within a mile of the Mountain, which 1is
absolutely reserved, and trespassers will be prosecuted. For
terms apply to Wilfred Sykes, Co’op Palace.”

Petts was the first to speak. ‘'Well,” said he, ‘‘this licks
all, T've left a land of lunatics (he had been a steward at
Storths Hall Asylum) to come to a land of thieves an' I
thowt we were all pals.”

“Pals'"—snorted Hobson—*‘they're economic cannibals,
and we're helpless, 'cos they’ve put themselves under t'
protection av t' British Government, who will enforce the
so-called rights of private property.”

So they wended their way back to the other emigrant
and called a meeting whereat they explained how every
inch of the country's soil had been claimed and portioned
out among the first finders.

Then up spake Tom Fallas. ‘What crime have we
committed? We sent you word we had discovered an
island and that we had claimed it for ourselves. We
invited you to come but we did not promise to give you
any portion of our discovery. We are willing to bargain
with you, and since there are three of us all anxious to
have you settle on our respective estates, the competition
between us to secure you will ensure very easy terms
for all of you”—and Matthews and Sykes said
“ Amen."

So forthwith they began to bargain and barter for plot
on which they might settle. Thus did Messrs. Fallas
Matthews and Sykes levy tribute in the shape of groun
rent upon the lives and labors of the settlers and upo
the household linens, tools, foodstuffs and medicines the
had brought with them. And to pay such annual groun
rents some of the settlers built houses for the landlords
and furnished and replenished the same. Yet withal, thei
lines were cast in pleasant places, and they wrote ho
glowing letters of their new homeland with its perpetua
sunshine, its equable climate, its wonderful wealth o
flowers, fruits and meats, so that many others did say
“Yea, and to this land of promise we also will come."

Thus the population grew by leaps and bounds and To
Fallas waxed mightily rich. For the coast-line was o
exceeding beauty and fish abounded in the waters of th
lovely bay. The harbor rights and the coast-line tribut
reaped handsome income to the house of Fallas, whos
head now assumed an almost hereditary claim to Kingshi
of the Island. He was now no longer proud of havin
once been Station-Master at Kirkburton, and the ne
home which had come to him via the tribute he had levi
upon the labors of the people and upon the goods the
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d brought with them, he called not “Transport Man-
ns'’ but ‘‘Buckingham Palace.”

Matthews also had prospered beyond the dreams of
arice. As a miner his instinct for Black Diamonds had
ealed itself when he named his cave-home Blackrock
use. With the incoming of labor and tools he had been
bled to bargain with the emigrants for the use of same
payment for ground rents by those settling on his
ate. So he prospected for coal and success had attended
efforts. Thus in addition to ground rents he was reap-
lavishly from coal royalties and way-leaves. He too,
fore, had built a palatial residence, and not to be
tdone by Fallas he had named his new home ‘“‘Windsor
tle.”

vkes had not kept pace with the other two. He was
rtainly very ‘“‘comfortably off,” for not a few of the emi-
nts had come to terms with him for the use of his land.
e went his way and said ‘“‘nowt’ as was his wont, for
was ever a man of few words, and when people asked him
y he was building a huge wall at the inland end of a
ighty ravine in his mountain he just replied that he
“‘making a bed for his marrows,” and resumed his
erseeing of his laborers.

Then a day came when the wall was completed and all
e inhabitants suddenly found that all the sources of
h water supplies had dried up. From the shore lands
ht through the Fallas and Matthews Estates they
ced the watercourses to the mountain to find that the
-little Wilfred had cunningly diverted the running
ters from their original courses into the glen, which,
the aid of the wall he had built, was now filling up into
ighty reservoir.

y Lord Fallas looked at the Earl Matthews and the
| looked at my Lord and both exclaimed, ‘‘ Here, Wilf,
at art ta trying on?” and Wilf replied, *“Just bottling
mi watters, lads, that’s all.”

“But hang it,” said Lord Fallas, “and dash it,” said
I Matthews, in unison—‘‘that watter belongs as much
us as it does ta thee.”

“Does thy fishing rights belong as much ta me as they
ta thee, Tom? Does thy mining royalties belong ta
as much as they do ta thee, Matthews?" asked Wilfred
each, and they both replied, “Do they heck as like,
‘re on our land, not on thine.”

‘Aye, and t' watter’s on my land and not on yours,”
rted Wilfred, “‘and it’s stopping there till yoh pay me
it, just t' same as I pay yoh for coile an’ fish befoor
leave yore lands for mine.”

‘Good lad, Wilf, thar't a match for boarth on 'em,”
laimed Petts who stood close by.

‘Howd on a bit, lad,” exclaimed Fallas, “if we have ta
him yoh will have ta pay us—ay, and pay us for t’
ble he’s putting us to.” “They will that,” exclaimed
Prince of Black Diamonds.

‘My God,” exclaimed Petts, who was a Theosophist.
| the evil spirits of rapacious English Landlordism

have taken possession of the three of you. You are indeed
evidence of the truth of the reincarnation of souls, and
pretty rotten evidence it is."’

Wilfred smiled and said, ‘' Sexpence per one thousand
gallons at the reservoir, and one penny per foot per annum
for piping through my land—take it or leave it."”

“But watter is the gift of God to all,” said Matthews.
“Well, collect as much as tha needs when he sends it,”
replied Wilf.

“But God created the mountain to store it for the free
use of all,”’ retorted Fallas.

“Doesn’t that apply to coile an’ fish?" asked Wilfred
of the twain.

‘““Aye, an’ doesn’t that apply ta land and all that land
implies?" asked Petts.

“Look here, we're giving us-sens away fratching like
this in t’ front of all these folks,"” said Matthews. ‘Let’s
goa inside an’ talk things over quietly.”

Now Matthews had two daughters whilst Fallas and
Sykes had each a son. So Matthews said, “Look here,
we're all in the same boat.,” (‘“We wor at t’ beginning,"”
interrupted Fallas.) ‘‘Aye, an' we are yet; if one falls
we shall all fall. Now listen—let our children inter-marry,
and we shall thereby create a Trades-Union to conserve
our mutual interests. I will marry one of my daughters
to your son, my Lord Fallas, and I will marry my other
daughter to your son, my honorable. Wilfred,” said Mat-
thews—and it was so.

Thus did the waters of the sea, and the air and the sun-
shine of the heavens with the moisture thereof converge
with the minerals of the earth into one interest with the
face of all the land for the exploitation of the people, who,
up to this time, had enjoyed great happiness and prosperity,
for the toil upon them had been light and their earning
power great.

Now about this time the community had developed so
rapidly that suggestions had been made for erecting a
small factory for the making of cloth, which was most
difficult to procure from the homeland. Many also
pleaded for a Church, but so many were the different
faiths that it was decided such Church should be free from
sectarian creeds and dogmas.

On the advice of old Burtonians the community sent a
warm invitation to Percy Douglas and Abe Crabtree to
come out and start the woollen factory, and bidding them
to buy such machinery as would be needed and to engage
such workpeople to come out with them as would be
wanted for the making and finishing of stout wool fabrics.
And at the same time an invitation was sent to Mitchell
Kilner to become the unordained Pastor of the Undenomi-
nation Church. These three men, finding so much of
their interests in life now located in the land overseas,
decided to accept the invitations given them, and, after
making the necessary preparations, set out with the tex-
tile workers who had consented to join them.

A warm welcome was accorded them on their arrival.
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No Church had as yet been built for Kilner's ministry,
and no site decided upon for the factory, these matters
having been left in abeyance until the arrival of the men
who were to manage and minister respectively these new
enterprises.

So after a short period for rest and reunions, Messrs.
Crabtree, Douglas & Kilner prospected the land for suitable
sites for Church and factory.

Crabtree & Douglas, as joint managers of the proposed
factory, chose a site near the coal mines, and Kilner selected
a Church-site on the Harbor-front.

But all three were paralyzed with astonishment when
they came to bargain with the ground-holders.

My Lord Fallas claimed that the site for the Church
was the most valuable on the whole island and must be
paid for accordingly, and Messrs. Crabtree & Douglas
were informed that the price for the factory-site would
be ten shillings per square foot inclusive of way-leaves
for coal and water.

Crabtree fumed and swore, and Douglas protested that
such charges would make the price of cloth prohibitive
—whilst Kilner, like his Lord and Master, went up into
the mountain to pray.

He came down with a light upon his face and called the
people together for a religious service in the open air.
And all the people responded willingly save Hobson, and
he had opposed the call to Kilner with all the stubbornness
which characterizes a mule.

The service went with a swinging heartiness, for the
people evidently revelled in once again gathering together
for worship of the Giver of all Good.

The sermon was reached and Kilner gave out his text—
“The Earth is the Lord’s, and the fruits thereof hath he
given to all the children of men.”

My Lord Fallas opened his wide eyes still wider, my
noble Earl Matthews puckered his heavy black eyebrows
until he looked quite ferocious, and the silent little Wilfred
crossed his legs and threw out his chest with great de-
fiance as Kilner paused after giving out his text.

Then Kilner opened his mouth to denounce the Land-
lords’ Trades Union as the greatest offense to God and the
most cruel weapon of oppression against the people.

Religion, he declared, should furnish men with a right
mental attitude not merely to life but also to all the rela-
tionships of life. If God was the Creator of all life and
the Author of all law, then it was futile to pray “Thy will
be done on Earth as it is done in Heaven' unless we were
prepared to accept His Sovereignty and obey His decrees.

And God decreed that all His children were all equally
the Co-heirs of His Providence, and God’s Providence was
wholly embraced in Land. It ought to be obvious to any
sane and honest thinker, therefore, that to lift land out of
its natural setting of the equal Co-heirship of all was to
deny God's Sovereignty, and there could be no basis for
deciding any principles of justice and honesty between

man and man when a Lie was controlling the physical
foundations of life instead of the Truth of God. |

And as the Preacher with fiery passion laid bare the
Divine Plan for controlling God’s Providence to His
Children—Fallas fumed, Matthews fretted, and Sykes
snorted angry anathemas.

As soon as the service was ended they went up to him
‘““Call this religion?" they cried in unison. ‘It is revolu
tion. This is not Christianity, it is confiscation and
anarchy."”

“Not a foot of my land either for a Church or a house,’
cried Fallas, shaking his fist in Kilner’s face.

“Never an ounce of coal or a foot of land from me
either,” cried Matthews.

“T'll see religion where it never snows and Kilner dyin
of thirst rather then supply him either with water or land,
hissed Sykes.

Then up jumps Abe Crabtree yelling, ‘‘Methodists
Trades Unionists and Co-operators, listen to me. Thes
men at home were your Leaders and Standard-Bearers
what are they now?

“Fallas has swopped his Methodism, Matthew ha
swopped his Trades Unionism, and Sykes has swopped h
Co-operationism—for what? For power to compel yo
to buy the right to obey the decrees of God from the
For Shakespeare spoke a great truth when he said, ‘Yo
take my life when you take the means whereby I live
and these men, by possessing God’s earth as their privat
property, have secured such power over you.

“Rip up their fences and pull down their notice-board
but not until you have invested yourselves with legal 2
well as moral power.

“Elect yourselves into a proper constitution by a refe
endum. Then establish your Parliament, and authori
your representatives to enact a measure for the taxatic
and rating of Land Values.

“By so doing you will establish a moral economic bas
of life which will ensure to the community and to individuz
alike that which sacredly belongs to each. Then shall
be free and your children shall be free to secure each
and her own highest self-expression. For justice sh
then operate, and the license of legal privilege shall
unknown and none shall be able to exploit another.”

And Kilner, aided by Crabtree, taught the people h¢
to save themselves by making their statutes the agencies
of the laws of the living God—and Fallas, Matthews a
Sykes saw that the tide was against them, and their bett
natures asserting themselves they yielded up the Iz
they had fenced in.

Thus they shared in the joys of a people who, rid of the
license of parasitism, made the whole world ring with th:
joy and music of life which ever outflows from divinely
ordained conditions when such are allowed to operate.

Thus endeth another epistle of John to the Burtoniar

J. ARCHER.
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ee State Ireland and
Henry George’s Philosophy

R. J. O'D. DERRICK, a resident of Glasgow for
twenty-eight years, has written newsy and critical
orth and South of the Clyde’' articles for The Irish
ly, taking advantage of every opportunity to ex-
d Henry George's views.

e following is culled from the issue of November
1932.

A NEW LEAD IN THE FREE STATE

e ideas of Bishop Nulty, Henry George, Michael Davitt, and
Ferguson, propagated in reference to ground values, are beginning
erge in the public life of the Irish Free State. A letter last month,
to the Irish Press, of Dublin from the Henry George angle of
ht, was suppressed. A change came by the publication on Mon-
of last week of a brilliant exposition of Henry George doctrines
special article by Mr. Robert C. Barton, written in crisp litcrary
, evidencing full grasp of the philosophy, and of its bearing on
| conditions in the Free State. On Wednesday the topic of the
king up of the grass ranches and of taxation of ground rents figured
inently at the Ard Feis of Fianna Fail, and complaints were made
gh rents in cities. What are these problems but ones akin to those
otland? For instance, a resolution was submitted from Roscommon,
passed, urging
That the Government should hasten the division of grass ranches,
give the Minister for Lands sufficient power to ensure that in
€ the prices paid for these lands will be such that tenants placed
hem can afford to pay the rents fixed.”
1s resolution shows Landlordism in the same way as in Scotland—
m prices for land. Mr. M. J. Kennedy, T. D., thought the Govern-
t would have to adopt a different policy to the landlord’s policy
1ed on by the previous Government. Mr. Kennedy ought to get
advocating the taxation of land values, which would break high
for the ranches. Mr. Traynor, of Clonsilla, Dublin, revealed
so far as that county was concerned there had been practically
d divided in the past ten years, and that ‘“in his area there were
or twelve big ranches, consisting of anything from 200 to 500 acres
land, and they were going to ask Ard Feis to demand of the
ment when they were going to break up these lands.”
is to be hoped the Free State Government will go in for no more
uying jobs, but immediately go in for Budget imposition of a
ax on land values, as that policy will quickly break up all the
azing ranches and estates, and soon make plenty of land avail-
r all who seek it. Land-buying jobs play the landowners' game,
most cases the land is owned by Britishers.
Dail has full power to enact the collection of land values for
purposes.

JOYFUL NEWS FROM THE FREE STATE

readers will be delighted with the old ideas now breaking forth
blic expression in Ireland. The Harold’s Cross Cumann, Dublin,
resolution adopted at the Feis drawing attention to '*high rents
ed in towns and cities.” The Mallow delegate, howevcr, made
ake in urging that tenants be ‘‘given power to purchase the in-
ts of the ground landlords,”

t in that direction lies the welfare of the Free State, but in extin-
ing the power of the ground owner by collecting values for local
tate purposes, and untaxing all improvcments.

ral resolutions, it appears, were sent in to the Feis, demanding
axation of ground values. Mr. Byrne, of North Dublin, has a
er of a truth not fully realized in the Free State, when he said:
thought that there was morc money going out of the country in

the way of ground rents than was going out in the way of Land An-
nuities."”

That point ought to be fully looked into, and it will likely be found
that the ground of most Irish cities and towns is owned by Britishers,
and to Britain the ground rents filter.

In any case the value of Free State land, apart from improvements,
belongs to all the people of the Free State. No person should be allowed
to pockct any of that value, which, Bishop Nulty declared, seemed
destined by God for public purposes.

When a Free State Government has the wisdom to untax all pro-
ducts of Free State industry, as far as possible, and substitute the col-
lection of the economic value of land, it will find there will soon be none
of the useful natural resources in that area idle, and that the problem
of the jobless man will soon have disappeared.

The Free State Government could easily make a start by the Budget
imposition of threepence in the £ tax on the capital value of all land—
except ground owned by 1eligious institutions.

The money realized would provide a great fund wherewith to relieve
Free State industry, and help in the fight against Britain’s Tariff war.

During the past few days there has been a procession of Free State
exiles to the Glasgow office of the Irish Weekly, drawing attention to
Mr. Barton's splendid article and to the expressions of opinion at the
Ard Fheis of Fianna Fail, and asking for something on the subject in
these notes.

The danger of the situation is that the big graziers will begin to croak,
all the ground landowning and reactionary interests will begin to squeal
and try to get the Government to go in for a policy of buying out the
owners of ground rents. To do so would substitute an intolerable
burden of interest on the Free State. Don’t kick or buy the ground
owners out. Tax them out. There is no compensation payable for taxa-
tion.

Ground owners have been holding the Free State Government and
Dublin Corporation to ransom by high prices for ground. That is un-
challengeable.

It is time this legalized system of blackmail foisted on Ireland by
England was ended. The Free State Parliament has adequate power
to do so. That State is young in the art of governing, but once her sons
and daughters see the justice of the new revenue raising system they
will act quickly. There are thousands of Irishmen in the Henry George
movement all over the world, men like Mr. P. J. O'Regan in New Zea-
land, Mr. Maguire in Pittsburgh, Charles O’'Connor Hennessy, and
J. J. Murphy in New York, and many in Liverpool. How they will
rejoice at the new development in the Free State. It is a beginning
only, those expressions of thought. It will be glorious if Free State
Ireland set an example to the world by untaxing her native industrial
products and took economic rent instead for public purposes, for Ire-
land would soon become a beacon light to the world for her solution of
revenue raising and social and labor problems, for under that policy
everyone in the Free State wanting land would easily obtain it, and
involuntary poverty would soon disappear.

Those Free State exiles sought impressions. They are fully supplied.
A few men of Mr. Robert Barton's type are needed in the Free State.
An organization ought to be formed in Dublin devoting itself solely
to advocating the new revenue raising system. A Michael Davitt is
needed to lead the crusade. There is an old Irish priest in the Free
State, Father Thomas Dawson, O. M. I., a personal {riend of the late
Henry George and of his family, whose heart will be gladdened at the
new trend of thought in Erin.

A PERSONAL NOTE

Mr. Barton resides in County Wicklow. He was educated at Rugby
and Oxford. He successfully contested West Wicklow as a Sinn Feiner
in 1918. He was arrested in February, 1919, and escaped from Mount-
joy Gaol in March of that year to be rearrested in 1920. He was court-
marshalled and sentenced to ten years penal servitude which was re-
duced to three years. He served seventeen months and was released

in June of 1921.
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He was one of the Envoys Plenipotentiaries with Messrs. Arthur Grif-
fith, Michael Collins, Edmond J. Duggan and George Gavan Duffy
in October, 1921, that signed the Treaty of Peace with the British
Government in London out of which has sprung the modern Irish Free
State.

After signing the Treaty Mr. Barton returned to his agricultural
pursuits in County Wicklow, where he has a large farm.

He is highly cultured, well read, a man of strong convictions and
ready to face any odds in their defence. His emergence again into
public life and now as a piotagonist of the philosophy of Henry George
has attracted wide-spread attention.

Mexico

N important item of news is that the ‘“Union de

Veterans de la Revolucion” has just been formed
here by prominent Mexican intellectuals, including editors,
authors, lawyers, engineers, doctors and generals. They
plan a nation-wide propaganda along strictly liberal lines.
Their political proposals include proportional represen-
tation and their economic programme advocates Georgism
pure and simple. It is proposed to follow the idea of the
Commonwealth Land Party of England for attaining the
latter system. i. e., economic rent will be socialized and
taxation abolished, but an important modification will
be that the change will be spread over four years, or one
presidential term, instead of being done at once by parlia-
mentary decree.

This is the first time in twenty-two years of this long,
tiresome and destructive revolution that Georgism has
been demanded by any political party here, and denotes
that Mexican leaders have at last found out what is the
matter with civilization and how to prescribe a remedy.
Apparently the economic disasters produced by the unfair
syndicalism of Article 123 and the agrarian communism
of Article 27 of the Constitution of 1917 have led the way
to these new and more radical but more rational pro-
posals. R. B. BriNsMADE.

San Luis Potosi, Mexico.

Bulgaria

E are happy to record that a Bulgarian translation

of “Progress and Poverty’ has probably by this
time appeared. Mr. Madsen, of Land and Liberty, of
London, informs us that such a translation is due in Janu-
ary of this year. The translation has been made after the
Russian version by S. D. Nicolaev, checked against the
French translation as well as the English version.

Mr. B. Guduleff, of Sofia, is one of the active Henry
George men in Bulgaria. He tells us that this translation
is being done by Yordan Kovatcheff, who has already
translated ‘‘Social Problems and the Land Question.

The following list of books have already been published
in the Bulgarian language. In addition to those named:
“The Labor Question,” ““The Crime of Poverty,” and
“Thy Kingdom Come,” have appeared. Bulgaria also

has a book entitled ‘' Henry George, His Life and Ideas,’
with a supplement, this being an article by Mr. Nicolai
on the teachings of Henry George, also a book entitl
“Land Value,” translated from the French. And in addi
tion to this literature our comrades in Bulgaria publish
paper Swvoboda, {Freedom.)

Denmark

OUR seats in the Danish Folksthing or parliamen

were won at the election on November 16 by the Singl
Tax party in a straight out, independent contest. A Copen
hagen dispatch to the Baltimore Sun, of November 1
gives complete results: Labor party 62, Liberals 38, Con
servatives 27, Independent Liberals 14, Single Tax part
4, Communists 2, No party having a clear majority it
possible that the Single Tax party will have a part in t
coalition necessary to form a government. The Labor part
is in power at present, has been most friendly to the tax
tion of land values and free trade, though it does not
vocate anything like a thorough Single Tax programm
and looks on the result as a victory. Its popular vote i
creased considerably, which is an unusual thing for a par
holding power during a depression. Probably there ar
many thorough Single Taxers in its ranks.

Spain

R. JOHN C. ROSE, of Pittsburgh, Pa., has receiv
the following letter from President Zamora, of t
Spanish Republic. The letter is in his own handwriting.
Dear Sir:—Thank you very much for sending me a co
of the great work of Henry George, ‘‘ Progress and Poverty
At (to) the science of this great work we had already d
voted the greatest part of the discussion in the Acade
de Ciencias Morales y Politicas {in one year). As you ta
great interest in this problem I send you the text of thel
Spanish Law, which, as you see, extends only to agri
tural lands.”

LBERT HUBBARD, in ‘Little Journeys to Gre
Reformers”: “All for which Henry George stri
and struggled will yet come true—his prayer will
answered.
“Of all modern prophets and reformers Henry Geor
is the only one whose arguments are absolutely unan
able and whose forecast was sure.”

BOLISH special privileges and Government int

ference in industry. Give to all equal natural op
tunities—equal rights to the inexhaustible storehouse
Nature—and wealth will distribute itself in exact acco
ance with justice. This, the ideal of Henry George, is wh
I would place before our people instead of the will-o’-th
wisp of socialistic despotism.—MAX HIrscH.



LAND AND FREEDOM 21

hicago to Entertain
Eighth Annual Henry
George Congress

HE executive committee of the Henry George Founda-
tion has unanimously agreed that Chicago is the
logical meeting place for the Eighth Annual Henry George
ongress and the preliminary arrangements are now being
ade in the confidence that the central location of Chicago,
bined with the attractions of the World's Fair of 1933
d the splendid local cooperation that may be anticipated,
l give virtual assurance in advance of producing the
peest Single Tax convention yet held in the United
ates, despite any handicaps incident to the long con-
wed depression, and especially in view of the rapidly
owing interest in fundamental economic problems.
This will be the first return engagement for an annual
onvention since the inception of the Henry George Founda-
on in 1926. While Toronto, St. Louis and other American
ies sought the privilege of entertaining the Single Taxers
is year, the popularity of Chicago as a convention city,
articularly during the celebration of its ‘““Century of
ress, '’ was such as to outweigh for the present at least,
the desire to inspire renewed interest in new territory,
pecially as all the principal sections of the country have
seen covered to a degree by the national conventions pre-
ously in the North, East, South and West.
President George E. Evans has appointed Clayton J.
ing of Chicago, now first Vice-President of the Founda-
on, as well as President of the Single Tax League of
nois, as Chairman of the Convention Committee. It
Il be remembered that Mr. Ewing was the able chair-
an of the committee which had charge of the very suc-
sful convention held in Chicago in 1928. He is already
nning the appointment of the various sub-committees
d will have the hearty cooperation of the rank and file
the Chicago Single Tax Club, including a very active
oup of young people.
e dates fixed for the Henry George Congress are
eptember 18, 19 and 20, and Chairman Ewing desires
have wide publicity given both the time and place of
eting so that visitors not only from all parts of the
ted States, but from abroad may plan their con-
plated trip to the World’s Fair or make summer vaca-
arrangements so as to insure their presence in Chicago
the time when their friends and associates in the Single
movement will be holding their annual rallv. A special
ort will be made to give this year’s convention an inter-
ional aspect and the programme committee is inviting
eral prominent Georgists from other countries. Weather
ditions in Chicago should be delightful for visitors
ring mid-September and an attendance of 500 has been
as the goal, which the officers of the Foundation believe
Il prove quite possible of attainment.

Tax Consciousness

T is doubtful if any man knows, even approximately, what he pays

in taxes for the support of government. It is true he has tax re-
ceipts to show moneys paid over to properly authorized government
officials, but these moneys in large measure represent what has becn
collected from consumers.

The consumer has paid the tax, and most so-called taxpayers are
in the tast-analysis tax collectors, acting as intermediaries between
the consumer and the government. To illustrate, an automobile owner
pays a tax when he buys gasoline, not directly to the government, but
to the seller of the gasoline who collects it from the automobile owner.
The seller of the gasoline pays the government official the taxes col-
lected and although he may be called a tax payer, he is in reality a tax
collector rather than a tax payer.

If the automobile owner is driving a pleasure car, then he is the real
tax payer and the tax must come from his earnings, but if the car is
being used for business purposes the owner is also a tax collector for
he charges its cost as one of the expenses of doing business, like rent,
insurance, etc., it is added to the cost of goods or service he is another
intermediary like the gascline seller between the government and the
consumer, for ultimately the consumers of thosc goods or recipients of
that scrvice must pay the tax.

The larger part of the taxes paid for the support of government are
collected in this indirect way. It is true of the tariff tax; in many in-
stances, the tariff on imported goods is more than the original cost of
the goods. It is true of the income tax, the taxes on business, corpora-
tions, and public utilities. The consumer pays the tax.

In an excellent article which is published as an advertisement in the
August 6 issue of the “Literary Digest'’ Benjamin Rush, President of In-
surance Company of America, says of ‘'The average person’—"If
he lives in a house, wears clothes, eats food, travels from one place to
another, buys a newspaper, gocs to the movies, in fact, spends money
in any way he cannot help paying his share of the taxes which Govern-
ment lays on property and industry (and by Government I mean all
Government—National, State and Local).” 1 would recommend to
all the reading of President Rush's article in full and where he attributes
““Hard Times" to ''Excessive Taxation.” 1 am inclined to believe
that they are caused by unequal taxation. The burden falling more
and more upon those least able to carry it, that is the large body of
average consumers, who through increasing taxes and high prices are
forced to cut down consumption.

It is a very encouraging sign of the times when so many agencies
are striving to arouse the average man to a sense of tax consciousness.

Many of the public utilities are sending to their customers with their
bills, valuable statistical and other information concerning taxes. It
may seem strange that public utilities which are tax collectors and not
strictly speaking tax payers, should so interest themselves, but they
suffer loss of profit in their business because taxes added to the cost
of their service make high prices which reduce the volume of their busi-
ness as they do of any other industry or service.

The enormous increase in the cost of government, which is given
as $30.24 pcr capita in 1913 and $110.00 per capita in 1931 is due more
to an extension of government service than to the cost of war. The
larger part of it is for State and Local Governments. For Federal
31.50 per cent, State 14.50 per cent and Local 54 per cent.

We havc not only demanded of our Federal, State, and Local Govern-
ments large increase in the service rendered, but interested groups,
many of them well-intentioned and representing worthy causes, have
induced our legislators through powerful and influential political pres-
sure, to undertake services that are not properly functions of govern-
ment and should bec performed by private organizations.

We have forced business into Government that has greatly reduced
in cfficiency and value the business of government.

Government should not undertake to give any service that can be
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given by private individuals or organizations, unless it is necessary
to establish some new department or extend the service of those al-
ready established there would not be the large increase in paternal
government that we have had, nor any such expanded expenditure as
during the past fifteen or twenty years.

When it is proposed to issue bonds for some new public improve-
ment or extension of public service, the ‘‘average citizen’ does not
consider that it has much to do with his welfare, but it has a wide-
spread influence on his Nation, State or Community aside from any
small sum it takes from his earnings. Qur relations are so interwoven
in these days of advance civilization that the prosperity of others ma-
terially influences the welfare of each and every one of us. This is being
forcibly impressed upon our minds in these days of depression and it
is hoped it will find lodgment there: that we may recognize our respons-
sibility and duty to carefully scrutinize any proposal that will increase
cost of government. This is particularly true of State and Municipal
expenditures. When protesting against high taxation most persons
refer to the National Government, but the percentage of National
expenditure is less than one-third of the total, more than two-thirds
are State and Local. The old adage ‘‘Economy begins at home "’ is true
of taxation.

When we consider per capita tax, we are likely to be misled and think
the majority of our citizens pay something approximating that amount,
say $110.00 per annum as given for 1931, or for $440.00 per annum
for a family of four, but, as most all our taxes are ultimately paid by
the consumer, it is manifest that the large majority of our citizens pay
very much more than this average, while those of great wealth pay very
much less in proportion to their ability to pay, but ability to pay is
not a fair method of taxation. ‘‘Soak the rich" is a demand that is very
difficult to satisfy. Under the ability to pay theory of taxation every
sort of method from torture to persuasion has been tried during the
past two thousand years and without success. Neither should it be
done, for that which a man honestly earned whether he be rich or poor
should not be taken by government so long as there exists a fund which
rightfully belongs to the public and should be used for governmental
purposes.

The fund referred to is the land value of the United States. It was
not created by any individual: it belongs to the people and it is the
first duty of government to collect it. There would be little need for
any other form of taxation as the annual ground rent amounts to thir-
teen and a half billion dollars, considerably more than the cost of Na-
tional, State and Local Government in anything approaching normal
conditions.

It would take nothing from those who produce goods or furnish
service to their fellowmen. It would be taken only from those who now
give us the privilege of staying on God's earth and using its resources
to satisfy our human desires. Furthermore, it would open up for use
a vast amount of land now held by speculators awaiting the increase
in value that comes as a result of the industry and growth of the popula-
tion, thus solving the unemployment problem. Fifty per cent of the
land within our cities is either unused or unimproved. A tax that would
make it unprofitable to hold for speculative purposes would bring it
into use.

It would so simplify taxation that every man could know who and
what was paying the cost of government, something impossible to
determine under the heterogeneous variations of the present tax system.

—FraNk H. Howg in Bulletin of the Ornamental Iron, Brcnze,
and Wire Manufacturers for November.

WE think of modern industry in terms of huge manu-
facturing plants, but the average factory in the
United States employs only 42 persons. The U. S. Chamber
of Commerce tells us that this is only seven more than the
average of twenty-five years ago. The small factory may
be passing, but it is taking its time about it.—NEWs NoTE.

Successors to Malthus

NLY about a century and a third has passed since Malthus, t
English economist, wrote his ‘‘ Essay on the Principles of Popu
tion.” That essay was destined for a hundred years to bedevil and
lead economists and statesmen and serve as a cloak for evil thinki
and wicked practices. The author’s thesis was that while populati
tends to increase at a geometrical ratio, the production of food ¢
increase at only an arithmetical ratio. Therefore, because of t
growth of population beyond its power to feed itself, hunger and pove
were the inescapablc lot of multitudes of humanity. And the sal
tion of the race from ultimate extinction lay in the very evils, such
war and pestilence, which most oppressed it. Only by such mez
could the pressure of population on subsistence be held within bou
A hundred years later Henry George wrote ‘' Progress and Povert
which was to become equally famous with the Malthusian essay. In
with sound and brilliant reasoning, abundantly fortified, he effective
knocked the skids from under the pernicious theory of the Brit
economist. Since then the progress of events has conclusively s
tained George, and proved the Malthusian doctrine to be but o
of the numerous and costly errors of which great thinkers are capab
Now other great or near-great thinkers—the technocrats:
assailing us with their gospel of gloom. It isn’t a new gospel. Inde
it is centuries old. The machine is putting man out of business.
means immense production with no mass-earning power to cons
and enjoy the product. For how can the man made jobless by
machine buy? Ultimate starvation is the destined common
therefore, in the midst of a fantastic over-plenty. Unless, that
we demolish the present system and substitute for it—the technoer
know not what.

L .

The trouble with the theory was the trouble with Malthus’ theo
It does not mesh with the facts, As Prof, James E. Thomas wri
in Nation's Business: ““ That the machine ‘throws men out of wo
isoneof those ‘ perfectly self-evident propositions’ which does not hapg
to be true.”

Prof. Thomas turns to England, “where the figures have been ca

fully recorded for more than a hundred years.” Arkwright inve
the first spinning machine in 1769. By 1855 that machine was d
the work of 700 men, “throwing 699 out of work,” But in 1836, 379
men were employed in the British textile industry, as compared
only 218,000 in 1835. By 1914 the number had grown to 689
While population was doubling the number of workers in this macl
industry was trebling, In the engineering trades the number of
ers increased 250 per cent in 40 years. In the printing trades, in
years, the number of employed increased from 80,000 to 224,000.
all industry in England, between 1881 and 1911, employment inc
48 per cent while population increased but 38 per cent. And
Thomas comments:
_"'Of course the fact is that but for the machine, England's
tion could not have increased at that rate. The country could
possibly have supported them. Starvation, or peasant standa
living for all, is the alternative of the machine.”

In the United States it is the same story. Betwecn 1920 and
machines displaced the labor of 1,957,000 employes, including 80
agricultural workers. But in the same period, in new trades
professions, it provided work for 2,527,000 persons directly, an:
something like 2,000,000 more indirectly.

Our census figures show that in 1914, out of each 1,000 of our po
lation, 80.4 workers were employed in manufacturing industries.
1929 the figure was 83.9. In manufacturing, mining and mechan
employment the percentage was 15.6 in 1880; 29.1 in 1900; 30.9
1930,

L .

In general, until the dislocation growing out of the war and
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ladjustments overwhelmed us, there was, in this machine age, a
dily increasing proportion of the population engaged in gainful
ployment. At the same time the wages of employment, and the
ndard of living, had improved in even greater proportion,

eanwhile, mankind does not live and operate through the machine
ne. As the Detroit News remarks:

‘In spite of our control of energy, we can't make cattle and hogs
w faster into beef and pork; with 30 horsepower we can't make
veries very much faster than with one horse; and the machine
not yet been invented that will write an encyclopedia, or even a
book; or compose a symphony; or paint a first-rate picture;
each in the schools; or run a bank; or perform millions of services
still demand one-brain power."”

e have enough problems to worry about. One of them is the neces-
of a readjustment that will more equitably distribute the oppor-
ity to enjoy the products and the leisure the machine makes pos-
e. But the machine itsell, its production of more goods with less
r, need not be one of our troubles. That it threatens human
iness is as fallacious as was Dr. Malthus' idea that war and pesti-
e and famine were needed to save the race.

—Omaha World-Herald.

Railroad Taxation

R. C. J. LAVERY, of Aberdeen, S. D., has written
the following letter to the National Transportion
mittee at New York:

The First Requisite to Security, and Securities:
hange our system of levying taxes from the earnings of some of
as they are now levied, to the earnings of all of us—land values.
axation of railroads increases the cost of the services that they sell
#nd the whole public pays in higher prices for goods and service.
Buying Power is the first requisite to security. Wages and interest
the source of buying power. When wages and interest are consumed
TAXES and RENT and HIGH CHARGES for UTILITY SERV-
there cannot be much buying power.
AND RENT should liquidate TAXES; NOT WAGES nor IN-
REST as now obtains. It should be good business to shift TAXES
wages and interest, where they always limit buying power, to
d values—RENT—where they would stimulate buying power.
iven adequate BUYING POWER; the masses, who subsist wholly
wages and interest, would keep the wheels of industry and the rail-
s busy. There would be no *railroad problem.” There would be no
ployment. There would be no overproduction. But there would
ecurity and railroad securities would continue to be safe and sane
tments. Think it over gentlemen, please.
W, concerning the proposition of putting the programme over:
RE THERE IS A WILL, THERE IS ALWAYS A WAY. I
onfident that every one of you gentlemen are anxious to do what
5t for the railroads and for the whole country. I am equally con-
that if you recommend the shifting of taxes, from the railroads
| other industries that sell equipment and goods to the railroads,
d values, IT WILL BE DONE. The sooner, the better. The
t Congress should be importuned as soon as possible. The
inder of your report may come later.
eel sure that neither the railroads nor the people need the services
€ Interstate Commerce Commission and it must cost the wage
ers of the country a lot of money, reducing BUYING POWER
ke ratio. I believe the Commission should be abolished but the
ing of railroad taxes to land values is much more fundamental
urgent. The farmers need lower freight rates badly. The rail-
neecl more freight. And the unemployed need more freight to

Noren Applies
for a Carnegie Medal

This is an application for a medal and a cash reward for
an act of mine that saved no less than 500 people from
sudden death.

You have heard the awful yammer in Pittsburgh about
high taxes and knowing taxes are unnecessary nuisances
I got Attorney McNair, who is Pittsburgh's political
economist, to come to Greenfield, where I live, to explain
why taxes are unnecessary. We notified all of the 5,000
people who live in Greenfield and twenty came to the
meeting which shows the uprising back of the yammer for
lower taxes. The speaker satisfied everybody and the chair-
man requested a vote on having another meeting two weeks
later. After feeling their clothes and finding their purses
and watches safe they all raised their hands to signify
they would attend the next meeting.

There is some expense involved to notify so many people
of a meeting and knowing the danger of asking for a col-
lection it puzzled us what to do. We all know what
happens to an audience when some one cries fire and at
the mention of money some one would start a rush for the
doors and tramp on each other, others would be shocked
and fall dead in their seats. To avoid this calamity I
printed a notice on the circular for the following meeting,
that anyone who wished to assist in abolishing taxes could
do so by joining the Henry George Club and paying dues
of a dollar a year.

Greenfield, like other communities, is made up of three
classes of people, the generous, the brave and the scotch.
The last has no reference to the people of Scotland or to
those who came from there. As was expected after the
circular's reference to dues the scotch remained at home,
the generous of Greenfield is well known and would have
been at the meeting but he happened to be in Atlantic
City at the time, as he told me later. The brave ones all
came for 1 spoke to both of them. Anyhow brave people
do not produce a panic or get shocked, they can look you
straight in the eye and say no.

I assure you, Gentlemen of The Carnegie Hero Commis-
sion, that none but my own self had anything to do with
the notice of dues in the circular and that saving the five
hundred people who otherwise would have been at the meet-
ing is due to me and noone else.  Surely saving five hundred
from death in panic and shock deserves all I ask.

To enable me to continue in the three-year holiday
jubilee now on I want you to give me a large cash reward
for if T don't get it I might go French, as our mortgaged
farmers are doing. The medal I want so that future
generations will know I was a hero.

Respectfully submitted,
H. W. NoREN.
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The Mad Hatter Again

4 (WHAT is a bargaining weapon?’’ asked Alice. The

Hatter answered: ‘It is a rod in pickle for the
foreigner to remind him that he takes our goods because
they are the best on the market, and that he must send
the goods he produces to some other country that needs
them more than we do.”

“Has the foreigner no bargaining weapon?’’ asked Alice.

“Yes, of course he has,” said the Hatter; ‘‘that is why
he is so unsettled: when our bargaining weapon gets going
the foreigner will know for the first time what it signifies
to have a Commonwealth of Nations and Colonies to work
for.”

“Does the bargaining weapon work on coal?” asked
Alice.

“It will work on coal in the House of Commons,” said
the Hatter, in a pensive mood, ‘‘but at the moment it
will not work in France nor in the Irish Free State.”

“l am afraid I don’t understand,” said Alice.

“Neither do I,” said the Hatter, ‘““but what everybody
is supposed to understand is that a tariff bargain is not
like any other bargain. The tariff stops the foreign goods
from coming in; and the bargaining weapon collects the
money at its source.”

“I have heard,” said Alice, ‘‘that price is regulated by
supply and demand, and that a bargain means—""

“Take another cup of tea,” said the Hatter, “and do
try to get into vour precious head when you are thinking
of tariffs that a bargain and a bargaining weapon are two
different things.”

“I am willing to learn,” said Alice, ‘‘but please make it
plain and simple.”

“It has something to do with the unemployed,” an-
swered the Hatter. ‘A bargain means you get goods
cheap because nobody wants them dear, and cheapness
is against the man out of a job: bargaining power means
revenue for the State and work for all.”

“Il have heard it said,” Alice ventured, ‘‘that Lord
Snowden knows where to find millions of pounds for the
public revenue and that his plan would also bring high
wages for steady men."”

“That’s just it,"” said the Hatter, ‘' the unemployed have
got the jumps and the Communists are saying that the
only place to find steady men is in a waxwork.”

“Don’t be silly,” said Alice, “our unemployed are very
quiet and well-behaved, and Parliament did pass the Snow-
den Bill to burst the land monopoly.”

“It is beyond peradventure a back number,” said the
Hatter. ‘‘The land question is only one idea, a phase of
narrow nationalism. The trouble is international, and
what is wanted is world-planning on a large scale.”

“Everybody knows Denmark has Land Value Taxes,”
said Alice, ““and they have so much food that after supply-
ing their own needs they can send us tons and tons of bacon,
eggs and butter.”

“Yes," said the Hatter, “and this is one of the mo
serious problems we have to tackle; Denmark sells us mil
lions of pounds’ worth of food and buys nothing from
in return, or very little; we pay them in cheques whic
they cash in Germany. We take their goods and th
take our money.”

“What do the Germans do with the cheques?” Ali
asked.

“Send them to the United States,’’ said the Hatte
and they just say: ‘It’s your gold we want.”"

“Has the gold made them happy and contented?’’ Al
asked.

“That was the intention,’’ said the Hatter, “but thi
lost revenue in closing the saloons, and boot-legging
still an infant industry."

“I have heard,’” said Alice, “that it is goods for goo
and that cheques and money merely allow people to
where they want their supplies to be delivered."

““That is a practice,” said the Hatter, “‘that work
well enough in the past, but please don't forget the Gre
War. After this bloody fight for peace on earth we
to make a land fit for herces to dwell in. This requi
much money to peg out the new claims for the hero
In the process the fiscal policy came to a standstill. Fi
Trade could finance the war, but the peace treaty finish
it. It is now in the shame corner. We must look to o
selves or we'll go under.”

“But you have just told me,” said Alice, ““the probl
is international, and—"

“Certainly,”” said the Hatter, "it is international wik
the wind blows in that direction, but it is a home afl
when you come to pay the rent. It is a two-sided prob
and the side you take in any argument depends enti
upon what you want to prove; it is this that makes
task of the Downing Street chiefs at Ottawa so tiresor
they must have this two-sided matter constantly bef
them, or they are lost; it must come to an end some da

“What must come to and end?” Alice asked.

“Dumping,” said the Hatter. ‘‘To save the situa
everybody must stay at home and buy in the dea
market."”

‘“People want plenty of goods for their money,” s
Alice; “they are not just so foolish—"'

“Of course not,"” the Hatter exclaimed; *‘you have
me wrong; the idea of making things dear is to keep
home fires burning; goods must come dear or the
standard will never return.”

““There must be something in the Land Value questi
said Alice. “Manchester wants it, and I have hear
said that what Manchester wants today, England
want tomorrow.”’

““That was right enough in the days before the wa
said the Hatter, “but England is out of it this time;
a world depression: besides, we don’t want much I
now; it's factories that are important, and under
Tariff they are coming overseas in boatloads. Buy Bri
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s rural regeneration and no more ribbon building.”
0o many factories will make goods cheap,’’ said Alice,
you have just said that we cannot have prosperity
goods are dear.”’
here you are again,” said the Hatter, ‘‘you will look
ese questions as you see them. In this place we always
at questions as other people see them; that is a lesson
ave got to.learn if you stay with us.”
we all buy British and nobody buys foreign, how
e improve our export trade?’ asked Alice.
We don't want to improve it,”’ said the Hatter, “we
to make it hard to get at so that we can take in the
ployed. It's this way: if a Manchester man trades
aman in Ottawa there are two profits, but if the trade
een a Bristol man and a New York man there is
one profit. Buy British means two and two make
two for you two—the March Hare and yourself—
two for me, too. To buy foreign only means that one
one make two: We are taking no chances.”
5 there nothing to come out of the Conference at
a?" Alice asked.
like it not, "’ said the Hatter, “it has a lean and hungry
Besides, it is what you put into such cartels that is
rtant. Our men had nothing to put in it but Repara-
, and as luck would have it, word came from Geneva
they had winked out: It's a sad story and the half
ever be told.”
here is the gold standard now?"’ asked Alice.
hat’s the mystery of the moment,”’ said the Hatter.
e is a great dispute as to its whereabouts; some say
never was no such thing, that it was sterling that
ed all the time; that one gold sovereign was equal to
y shillings, but it did not follow that twenty shillings
equal to one gold sovereign; the Bank of England
across with one, or two scraps of paper; others say
old standard is at the bottom of the Lake of Geneva
at it ought to stay there. In any case the experts
orking overtime at it with gunboats and submarines
g to attention.’
e was puzzled and could only think to say in a com-
nate voice: “You look very tired.”
ong again,” said the Hatter, taking a long breath:
e subject that’s tired, and small wonder; it has been
essed these past ten years.”
Il, I declare,” murmured Alice, ‘I never, in all
2, heard anyone talk of a subject being tired.”
ou have a lot to.learn,” said the Hatter, ‘‘there are
mber of tired subjects going west every day because
can’t stand the racket.”
he Cheshire Cat sent me here,” said Alice, ““and I
think what for.”
ou were the more deceived,” said the Hatter:; “it
have made all the difference if you had been sent
by the Whittington's Cat. This Cat dreamed a dream
in the morning left its adopted City of San Francisco

b

for distant shores where rats were plentiful and cats were
few, returning home with bags of gold.”

“What happened to the gold?' asked Alice.

“They made a Golden Gate for the city,” said the
Hatter, ‘with some of it, and handed the remainder to
the Real Estate Market. They monkeyed about with it
on the instalment system and finally got caught up in an
earthquake at Florida: and that’s why the United States
drifted into the economic blizzard. You can read all about
this in a book: It makes your Cheshire Cat look like 30
cents.”’

“Oh, dear me,” said Alice, ‘‘can’t we do something
now to make things better for everybody?"

“All the mischeif comes,” said the Hatter, ‘‘by people
who will do something and whatever they do is sure to
make things worse; they sell the bearskin before they catch
the bear, and when the bear is caught they sell his skin
again: This is called high finance, and big business. It is
not understood by many, but the High Lights in science
say it’s all in the evolution, and the rule of the road there
is ‘ Wait for the Wagon.’"’

“It’s all very astonishing,’’ said Alice, “and it is not
easy making up one’s mind."”

“Don’t try,” said the Hatter; ‘"have some more tea—
China, Indian or Russian? ™—JouN PaAuvL.

Walk of Fame, Rollins College

A StoNE FroM THE BIRTHPLACE oF HENRY GEORGE TO
BE PLACED IN THE WALK

HE Henry George Foundation of America is making

arrangements with President Hamilton Holt of Rol-
lins College, Winter Park, Fla., for the presentation of
a stone taken from the birthplace of Henry George located
on the east side of Tenth Street, south of Pine, in Phila-
delphia, Pa. The Walk of Fame at Rollins College is made
up of stepping stones taken from the birthplace of famous
men throughout the world. It is fitting that the Walk
should contain a stone from the birthplace of Henry
George.

A stone taken from the Union Square Hotel where Henry
George died was presented by a student of Rollins College
last year, but no special ceremonies were held on that
occasion.

The stone taken from the birthplace of Henry George
will have inscribed upon it:

BIRTHPLACE OF HENRY GEORGE, PHILADELPHIA

It is planned to have the presentation ceremonies dur-
ing the last week in February of this year. Friends of
Henry George will be invited to attend this ceremony.
An announcement of the programme and the exact date
of the ceremonies will be sent out by the Henry George
Foundation. Anyone interested will be able to get infor-
mation by addressing the Henry George Foundation of
America, Mr. Percy R. Williams, Secretary, 238 Fourth
Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa.
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Alfred Bishop Mason Passes

LFRED BISHOP MASON is dead in Florence, Italy,

where he has lived for a number of years, and was en-
gaged almost to the very last in literary work. His most
recent work was '‘Horace Walpole's England.” As late as
1929 a novel appeared from his pen, ‘“A Duchess and Her
Daughters.”

Twenty years ago he turned to the writing of juvenile
fiction, and his stories had a wide vogue among the young.
Before the appearance of “Progress and Poverty' he had
written a * Primer of Political Economy " which showed the
the trend of his thought that made him a ready converet to
the teachngs of ‘‘Progress and Poverty,’ the doctrines of
which he eagerly embraced.

The Herald Tribune of this city says of him: “He
crowded several careers into his life. He was a corporation
lawyer, a railroad president, an editorial writer, and a trans-
lator of books on economics and constitutional law.”

He was at one time president of the American Cotton
Qil Company and was one of the founders of the Provident
Loan Association.

A busy and useful life is closed. Those who knew Mr.
Mason, and they included most of the Henry George men
and women in this locality, will recall his charming per-
sonality, his graceful faculty of speechmaking, and his
courtly manners. He was a marked man in any company,
and carried his years with amazing ease, as those present
at the dinner given in his honor on his visit to the United
States about two years ago will recall.

He was president of the Manhattan Single Tax for
several terms. Born in 1851 he had seen much, written
much and met many distinguished people. He was the
son of R. B. Mason, once mayor of Chicago, and was a
descendent of Stephen Hopkins, a signer of the Declaration
of Independence; and Captain Levi Mason, of the Revo-
lutionary army.

Dare Not Repeal It
(A. W. MADSEN, in Letter to the Memphis Conference)

EVER in the history of our movement have we had
such a responsibility to shoulder or such an oppor-
tunity for new advances placed at our feet. It is an op-
portunity to use, with the assistance of all who will make
common cause with us. It is ours to organize and rally
again the powerful sentiment that exists in this country
for the land value policy, a sentiment created by years of
persistent endeavor, its influence proved in the three great
parliamentary victories of 1906, 1910 and 1931 and in the
demand on the part of hundreds of British municipalities
for legislation to take public revenue from the public value
of land.
If the sentiment for the Land Value Policy did not exist
in the constituencies, if it did not have a dominating place
in the programmes of both Labor and Liberal parties, no

such victory as that in 1931 would have been possib
Even now, the worst that our National Government da
do in compliance to Tory hostility is to suspend the ope
tion of the Land Value Tax measure embodied in the Fi
ance Act of last year.

To have repealed the Land Value Tax Act would ha
broken up the National Government, as responsible M
isters have freely admitted. Repeal would have arous
the same ‘‘seven devils’’ as were feared by the Cons
vative leader, Mr. Baldwin, when his party in 1917 wa
to destroy the 1910 Finance Act; and Mr. Baldwin t
Conservative leader, refused for the same reason to pe
mit the repeal of the 1931 Finance Act. He knows wh
it means to antagonize the sentiment for Land Val
Taxation. The 1931 legislation stands on the Statute Bo
to be put into force and extended as soon as the prese
administration gives place to one more progressive. T
day of change may not be far distant, if recent by-electic
registering an immense turnover of votes against the Go
ernment, are any criterion. The reaction against prote
tion has set in.

George L. Record’s Convictio
(From a Letter to the Memphis Conference)

N my judgment a great reform cannot be predicated

upon financial advantages. It must be founded up
an appeal to the sense of justice of the average man. Wh :
ever advantages can be shown were justified, and it
shrewd policy to show, but stripped of all verbiage w
we really propose to do is to confiscate the value of t
land which the land-owner owns, for which he has pait
money. If we ever reach the political stage the land-ov
ers will organize against us, and we will have a fierce ba
over this point, which does not now come up in our d
cussion in any practical way; but if you appeal to a ma
moral sense you are on solid ground, and our appeal
that side is powerful. We should try to show that
ownership of land as at present defined, invelving
power to hold land out of use either for speculation or
sustain monopoly, is a privilege, exactly as slavery
and that the effect of it ultimately will be to destroy
Republic. We should use Lincoln's analysis of sla
and his conclusion that slavery would have to be abolis
or the country would become all slave, and his appeal
the moral sense of the community for the right of the sl
to eat the bread which he had earned by the sweat of
brow. That is the widest and strongest appeal we ca:
make. Jefferson said, ‘“that the land belongs in usuf
to the living,” and if there is any moral truth in this work
that is true.

The value of the land is created by the community ai
belongs to the community by every moral law to whi
the average man yields consent. At this particular tim
we should stress the point that the tremendous rise in 1a
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alues was the most powerful contributing cause of our
ent depression, as it was to all previous depressions
ich we have had, and that it will create in due time
other depression after the deflation of land values re-
ts in a new temporary wave of prosperity.

Straight Economics

A /HILE one group of people is asserting that labor-
saving machinery is a cause of depression, another
oup is working feverishly on the invention of improved
bor-saving machinery as a means of promoting pros-
ity.
~ Would it help or hinder prosperity if a steel or wood
ise should be designed that could be built so cheaply
to cut the price of a workingman’s dwelling in half?
Contracts for thousands of the cheap houses would be
at once. Two or three houses would be constructed
1ere one was built before. More labor would be employed.
ore pecple would get houses. All would be better off.
| One group, however, would profit more than any other.
This group would be the land owners. Land owners take
a slice out of everything that facilitates commerce and
industry.
" John Stuart Mill, the great English economist, was
uzzled by the phenomenon that the lot of labor was not
ore quickly improved by the use of machinery. What
he failed to see clearly was that the greater share of the
improvement in industrial processes goes to swell economic
rent, or the value of land, and that land is owned by a
minority of the population.
Into the pockets of land owners is drained off each decade
increasing share of the joint product of labor and capital.
Proposals have been suggested for correcting this situa-
n, but we will not go into them here. We merely wish
identify that labor-saving machinery and other devices
fficiency are not an evil but an unmixed blessing.
ot a living soul cares to scrap any labor-saving device
has been in existence long enough to establish its value
ough use. The advance from the Stone Age to the Bronze
g, and thence to the Iron Age, was comparable to this
lization’s advance from the horse to the automobile
thence to the airplane. What woman would care to
p her suction sweeper, electric refrigerator, washing
hine and electric iron, returning to the broom, icebox,
h board and flatiron? To ask such questions is to answer
. Equally foolish is the solemn consideration of other
or-saving machinery as a cause of unemployment,
hat we should determine is whether the rent of land
es too large a proportion of the nation’s income. A
d owner collects a toll for the use of something he did
create. He simply bought the privilege of collecting
[_‘ e toll. Society may some day decide that this privilege
00 great a burden for labor and industry to bear.
—The William Feather Magazine.
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Shaw Gives His Case
Away as Marx Did

LL this (exploitation) would have been avoided if

we had only had the sense and foresight to insist that
the land should remain national property, that all rents
should be used for public purposes. If this had been done
there meed-have been no slums, no ugly mean streets and
buildings, nor any rates and taxes. Everybody would
benefit by the rent, everybody would contribute to it by
work and no idler would be able to live on the labor of
others.—BERNARD SHAW in the ''Intelligent Woman's
Guide to Socialism.”

Too True

1] ESSIR, not 10 years ago all this land around here
sold for a dollar and a quarter an acre.”
“And what does it sell for now?"
“Taxes.”

IT is because that in what we propose—the securing to all
men of equal natural opportunities for the exercise of
the powers and the removal of all legal restriction on the
legitimate exercise of those powers—we see the conforma-
tion of human law to the moral law, that we hold with
confidence not merely that this is the sufficient remedy
for all the evils you so strikingly portray, but that it is the
only possible remedy. Nor is there any other.
“The Condition of Labor,” Part III.

HEN in all trades there is what we call scarcity of

employment; when, everywhere, labor wastes, while

desire is unsatisfied, must not the obstacle which prevents

labor from producing the wealth it needs, lie at the founda-

tion of the industrial structure? That foundation is land.
PrOGRESS AND PovERTY.

OVERNMENT is taxing checks when people think it
ought to be checking taxes.—Wesion Leader.

Clear Sighted

N a speech at Stockholm urging closer relations between
nations, the Prince said: ‘‘Economic nationalism is
of no use in the present world depression. The only remedy
is cooperation. For that purpose personal contact is of
the greatest importance, and I am glad that you try so
energetically to persuade British youth to come to Sweden
and Swedes to visit Britain.”

No greater or more authoritative condemnation of the
policy of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald’s Government could be
made than this. Apart from the fact that he is heir to
the Throne, the Prince states what he knows to be true,
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and what he is above all men qualified by knowledge and
experience to say. He is neither politician nor diplomat.
Because he so effectively damned this Government, the
Prince’s speech was meagerly reported in the tariff press
and was relegated to an insignificant position on a back
page. Its force was lost on the Opposition newspapers
because they are so absorbed in beating their own little tin
drums.—Commonweal, London, Eng.

Note to Our Readers

HE Single Tax colony at Gilpin's Point, Maryland,

on which so much labor, money and hope have been
expended for years, is about to be lost by inability to pay
six months’ mortgage interest—sixty dollars.

Are there Single Taxers who will give that amount in
order to give us a fighting chance for another six months
and to save two elderly and loyal Single Tax workers—
man and wife—from losing their only home by the mort-
gage foreclosure? FRANK STEPHENS.

Arden, Del,

" The Effect of Free Land

ENRY GEORGE lived at atime when the great empire of the

west called on the dispossessed of all the world to make a home
for themselves on the open prairies free from serfdom. He witnessed
the ignorant, the alien, the wounded soldiers of the Civil war rise from
their poverty to comfort by the mutual help of one man for another.
They convertcd a barren desert waste into the golden west. They
created great commonwealths. All this he had seen passing under his
eyes. And he had noted its effect on men, on their self-respect, on our
democracy.

Then, as his century drew to a close, he saw this great empire pass-
ing into private hands; he saw it cut into monster feudal estates; he
saw men crowded back into the cities, there to compete with one an-
other for a livelihocd on other land that was owned merely for the sake
of exacting tribute for its occupancy.

FREDERICK C. HOWE in the Christian Ceniury,

BOOK NOTICES

LAWS OF SOCIAL EVOLUTION *

The publication of this work by Prof. Starcke of the University of
Copenhagen was delayed for six years after his death in 1926, The
style is pedantic and heavy and the reading of the book is not made
easier by translation into English.

A bibliography of thirteen pages and list of about 125 articles
and books by the same author (published posthumously) testify to
the author’s industry and erudition.

Prof. Starcke looks favorably upon the Georgian philosophy to
which he devotes two chapters. He says, (page 353):

“To own land means that we are able to say to our fellow citizens:
You are to work, while ] am going to consume the bread you are pro-
ducing."”

The book is highly interesting and is recommended to those who are
interested in acquiring a foreign viewpoint of the economic problem.

B. W. B.

*Laws of Social Evolution and Social Ideals, by C. N. Starke.
guard Copenhagen, Denmark.

Levin Munks-

THE SCIENCE OF POLITICAL ECONOMY

There has reached us a new edition of '"Thc Science of Poli
Economy,”’ by Henry George, published by the Henry George Feu
tion, of London, at the moderate price of 2s 6d, well bound in cl
The publishers report that beforc going to press they had orders
close upon 2,000 copies. It does look as if they were supplying a my
felt want. :

In our opinion this work is Henry George's most important cont
tion to economic thought, excepting, of course,* Progress and Pove

“The Science of Political Economy"” is divided into five sect
each a link in a chain of logical analysis, full of argument and illu
tions that strengthen the case it seeks to expound. Whether we a
with the writer or not, his original ideas on the definition of we
are clearly stated. The following passage indicates the scope and
pose of this work:

“Of all the sciences, political economy is that which to civilized
of today is of most practical importance. It is thc science to
must belong the solving of problems that at the close of a centur
the greatest material and scientific development the world has yet s
are in all civilized countries clouding the horizon of the future
only science that can enable our civilization to escape already threa
ing catastrophe. Yet, surpassing in its practical importance as
tical economy is, he who today would form clear and sure ideas of
it really reaches must form them for himself.

““To define a word is to mark off what it includes from what it ¢
not include—to make it in our minds, as it were, clecar and shar
its edges—so that it will always stand for the same thing or t
not at one time mean morc and at another time less.

‘“Thus, beginning at the beginnings, let us consider the nature
scope of political economy, that we may see its origin and mea:
what it includes and what it does not include. If in this I ask the rez
to go with me deeper than writers on political economy usually
let him not think me wandering from the subject. He who would b
a towering structure of brick and stone, that in stress and strain
stand firm and plumb, digs for its foundation to solid rock.”’

The two chapters on Conscious and Unconscious Co-oper:
together with the chapters on The Two Sources of Value, Valuc
Production and Value from Obligation, well entitle ' The Scien
Political Economy ™ to a hearing from every student of social pro
and certainly to a place in every public library throughout the

Another enlightening contribution that the book makes to econc
study is in showing that the so-called Law of Diminishing Ret
is not particular to agriculture but is of universal application. In
light of this exposition the chapters on Timc and Space can be
with advantage.

The chapter on The Breakdown of Scholastic Political Econo
of more than historical interest. Here the author reveals in the co
of his examination an acquaintance with economic writings since
time of Adam Smith, and before this time, that makes the book
one of no small standing. In almost every chapter in words that
fail the thought, the student is helped to an understanding of the |
underlying the production and distribution of wealth.

Correspondence

A CORRECTION

EbpiTorR LAND AND FREEDOM:

[ wish to confess an error that appears at the end of my articl
March—-April issue of LAND Anp FrEeDpoM, on Rent—Cost—P
The error does not effect the argument; all the same it should be ¢
rected. In trying to show that rent does not enter into price (anc
doesn’t) I have made it appear that a man works seven and one-
to eleven and one-half days respectively for rent. This is quite wro
Rent costs nothing; it is a_free gift, due to working on land away F:
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argin. I am indebted to Mr. W. Harris, the retiring president of
S. W. Henry George League, for drawing my attention to this
rtency.

island, Australia, Edwin I. S. Harding.

THOSE WHO CREATE DO NOT TAKE

R LAND AND FREEDOM:

I call your attention to a decision of the New York Court of

s, Perlmuiterr vs. Greene, 259 N. Y. 327, where Chief Justice
states:

e State creates new values for adjacent owners by building good
’

udge might have gone still further and said: '‘which new value
te creates, the State allows the private individuals to take.”

York City. HArRrRY WEMBERGER,

WS NOTES AND PERSONALS

Minden, La., Herald reprinted in full the address of J. F. Col-
ade at the Memphis conference. This address also appeared
November~December LAND AND FREEDOM.

RLES B. M. KN owLES, of Brookline, Mass., writes: '*Your paper
eat source of inspiration to all those who labor for the cause of
edom. I wish you every success in your great work."

po J. WERNICKE, of Los Angeles, is doing a lot of real work.
s to the papers, articles in the Progressive and addresses tothe
eachers are but a small part of the activities for which our old
is to be credited.

Elwood G. LeEwis, of Northport, L. [., N. Y., writes: “Your
is the best exponent of the Single Tax that I have ever read.
ersifies its contents so as to catch the interest of many lines of
(23

R 2,000 copies of the British edition of Henry George's ‘‘Science
tical Economy,” have been sold by the United Committee of
1. And in twelve months they have sold 10,697 copies of books
ry George and over 7,000 pamphlets.

« SARMAN, of Omaha, has a vigorous letter in the Omaha World—
in opposition to the sales tax.

RY ELLERT, of Milk River, Alta, Canada, writes us: ‘‘If Single
ould dwell more upon what true capital is and the difference
rent and interest [ am convinced it would show up the para-
er than anything else,” with which pronouncement we wholly

STEGNER, of Brincfield, Mass., writes: “I have been reading
t of the Hoover Research Committee. Surely they nced one
best Single Taxers to tell them something. I am hoping that
s President Roosevelt may propose some measure of land value
and make the people see what is needed. Is it too much to
that such a thing is possible?"

- REILLY, of this city, writes: “After reading The Professor and
igle Tax in your November—December issue I believe that that
al alone is worth a year’s subscription.”

A. WARREX has returned to this country from his engineering
in Russia and is now located at Beaver, Pa. He writes: ‘| am
uch pleased with recent numbers of LAND AND FREEDOM,”

CuarLeEs G. MERReLL, of Cincinnati, addressed the Civic Club
of that city on December 19. He told his audience that ten per cent of
our population own the land. When by a logical process it getsrto be
owned by one per cent of the population the rest of us can be considered
slaves.” Mr. Merrell s indefatigable in bringing the message to vari-
ous audiences. On December 5 he spoke before the Literary Club of
Cincinnati on the subject of Democracy.

HENRY WARE ALLEN has received a number of favorable commenda-
tion on his Henry George Calendar recently issued. Among those who
have commented on it are such well known Single Taxers as Dr. S.
Solis Cohen, George Hughes, Carl D. Thompson, William A. Black
and many others. This work can be secured of the Schalkenbach
Foundation which has copies for sale. Mr. Allen contemplates a second
edition and desires names and birthdays from those whose names do
not appear in the first edition,

QUEENSLAND now has a Single Tax paper, Land Values and Progress,
published at Brisbane.

ARrvIN R. MATTESON, of Rochester, N. Y., writes: ‘' With the com-
ing of each number of LAND AND FREEDOM I find in News Notes and
Comments some stronger argument in the plainest English to nail
down the principle for which the journal stands. "’

W. G. STEWART, of Reading, Pa., writes: ‘I always find enlighten-
ing matter in LAND AND FREEDOM. In the November-December issue,
for instance, Editor Buttenheim’s truly indicate the character of the
side-tracking objections commonly raised (to him, not by him, I be-
lieve). And Irving Fisher's reprinted article on the Single Tax is an-
other astounding out-pouring of professional economics, shamelessly
evasive of formal approval. [ thought better of him, Hon. Abe D.
Waldauer's Plea for the Enclave as a way of accomplishing something
now that is essential to later political accomplishments, certainly
merits practical consideration."”

HoweLL Cropron HAaRRIs in the Macon, Georgia, Telegraph gives
a formidable array of eminent names of men in all walks of life who are
supporters of the land value tax, or who are Henry George men by
conviction. It is an impressive list, and Mr. Harris, who is one of our
indefatigable letter writers, deserves our gratitude for his persistent
work, Other letters appearing from time to time in the Macon Tele-
graph evidence the rare and unusual felicity with which Mr. Harris
presents our doctrine in its various phases.

IN a recent volume of recollections from the pen of Opie Read,
veteran novelist born in 1852, and founder of the Arkansas Traveler,
famous for its humor, occurs the following:

‘A midnight session with Henry George, the mind of a statesman
and the humor of a philosopher. With him was J. H. Bailey, who had
recently written ‘The Factors of Civilization,' a book “which the
author in flattery of himself said could intercst only a few. George
pronounced it the ablest work since John Stuart Mill put down his pen.”

Mr. Bailey committed suicide two days after this conversation. Who
knows of him or of the work which Henry George praised so highly?

COMMENTING on the death of Edmund Vance Cooke, W. A. Crone-
berger, of Cleveland, writes: ‘'Cleveland has lost a beloved citizen,
and our cause a tireless worker."””

THE death of F. F. Ingram chronicled in a recent issue recalls the
fact that this veteran of the Single Tax movement was the father of
the U. S. Parcel Post system, accomplishing it almost single handed,

Dr. T. J. Kelly, of Marathon, lowa, takes a pessimistic view of the
present situation. He writes: '‘[ have no expectation that truth which
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Henry George made clear will be adopted in time to save our present
civilization. Man is not yet far enough from the jungle to allow intel-
ligence to assume its proper authority as the final arbiter of his affairs.
But I have no doubt of the final triumph of truth; and whenever men
are fit for freedom they will have it. All good wishes for the strength-
ening of your own splendid effort in the greatest cause known to man.”

AMERICAN visitors to the last International Land Value Conference
at Edinbourgh will remember that one of its features was the calling
of a committee of those present of Irish birth. The Hon. Charles
Q’Connor Hennessy presided and Mr, John O’Donnell Derrick was
appointed secretary. A manifest was drafted, signed and posted with
suitable literature by Mr. Derrick to members of all political parties
in the Dail at Dublin. This work has been continued; as any public
man in the Free State was reported by any person as showing a dis-
position to discuss land and taxation problems he was sent Henry
George literature. This work is going on.

A. W. FaALvVEY, secretary of the Omaha Henry George Club, has
started a campaign against the sales tax which is being actively urged
from many quarters. The Omaha club started with a dozen members,
is forging ahead and proposes to organize for real work in the State of
Nebraska.

A PETITION is being circulated by Will Atkinson to members of Con-
gress for the imposition of a federal tax on land values of one billion
dollars. This petition is accompanied by a forceful presentation of
conditions and an argument for our principles that should not fail to
open the eyes of our public men, Mr, Atkinson's address is 230 Second
Street, N. E., Washington, D. C.

CHARLES H. INGERSoLL traveled 30,000 miles in 1932 and delivered
324 lectures to audiences aggregating 52,000 in over one hundred cities
and 30 States and provinces (Canada). The newspaper publicity secured
is estimated to have multiplied his audiences 500 times.

H. ArNoLD JacoBsoN, of Brooklyn, N. Y., supplies us with this
useful suggestion: ‘‘I suggest that LaAND ANp FREEDOM publish one
or more articles outlining the Socialist misconception of terms and bring
out the urgency for a popular acceptance of correct economic under-
standing before the public becomes too imbued with phrases that
sound fetching and logical when not submitted to too close an analysis.
It is my estimation it is very urgent that Single Taxers concentrate
more on converting Socialists and Communists to economic precision.”’

Coriss of the Keller Bill introduced some years ago in the House of
Representatives have been sent out by Hon. Edward Polak of this
city to 175 newspapers in the United States. He has also petitioned
the Ways and Means Committee of the House and has sent copies
of the Bill to most of the members of the House and Senate. This Bill
is in the form of an Excise Tax and is so called to escape the provision
against a direct federal tax. Good lawyers say it is constitutional. A
copy of this Bill for the taxation of land values has been sent with a
letter in explanation and argument to President-elect Roosevelt.
Single Taxers who wish to cooperate with Mr. Polak in this work may
address him care of this office,

Ix John Bull of January 7, Viscount Snowden has an article entitled
‘“Tons of Money," in which he reiterates his convictions on land value
taxation and free trade. He says: ‘‘By strangling the land taxes the
Chancellor has deprived himself of one fruitful and just source of
revenue. He has done this to entrench landowners in their monopoly.
They are to continue to appropriate socially-created wealth, while
the rest of the community are to bear the ever increasing taxes on the
necessities of life."”

GorpoN L., MACLAREN, a new subscriber from Brookline, Mast
writes: ‘‘I wish to congratulate you on the neat job you did on t
inflation theory in your last number. I hope Borah sees it. I do
believe he can fail to appreciate it."’

‘THE death of Frank D. Larrabee, at Hollywood, Calif., will recall &
name of a once active worker for the cause. He was known to have t
more cases than any lawyer in the State of Minnesota. He was be
in Oswego County, N. Y., in 1856. He retired from the practice of |
in 1931 and removed to Hollywood, Calif. He was a great orator a
an effective pleader before a jury. In 1931 he visited this office.

S. B. WELcoME, of Los Angeles, Calif., writes:

‘I was much interested in your article ' The Professor and the Sin
Tax' appearing in your great paper for November—December, 19
page 206.

“Nobodf' but a top-notch professor of economics in a top-not
college could get such piffle into print, thereby giving us the opportu
for showing up his incompetence in his chosen line.”’

A cORRESPONDENT of the New York Herald-Tribune, T. A. McHen
calls Technocracy ‘“‘learned twaddle.” William N, McNair in an 2
dress in Pittsburgh called it ‘' Communism in a disguised form.” B
characterizations are apt enough.

THE Bergen County, N. J. Leader, of January 1, gives seven pa
to a list of mortgage foreclosures in that county.

R. W. STIrFEY has an excellent letter in the Pittsburgh Press
January 12, in which he asks why a Department of Agriculture
why a Department of Labor.

E. H. BoEck, of St. Louis, Mo., has addressed an open letter
President-elect Roosevelt and concludes with this admonition:
“You have a great opportunity. Your task is great, and you

need the association in this great service of those who know t
‘Progress and Poverty,’ for in no other way is the solution possib

Dr. CHas. J. Lavery, of Aberdeen, S. D., who is forever bus
the good work, has a letter in the Seuth Dakole Churchman, of Dec
ber, in reply to an editorial appearing in that paper.

WE have received a reprint of the article in the Survey-Grap
December, 1932, by Harold S. Buttenheim, editor of the Amnie
City, ‘A Pragmatic Experiment With Taxes.” This admirable
tells of two tax systems in the two divisions of the Island of Pragn
in 1952, Those wanting a copy of this pamphlet may secure o
writing to Mr. Buttenheim at 44 Crescent Road, Madison, N.

TuerRoN McCaMPBELL, Democratic Assemblyman from Mon
County, N. J., would end all general property taxes. He told the
bly that he would strive unceasingly for the complete exemptic
all improvements. Mr. McCampbell is stirring the legislature of
he is a member to some real thinking on the subject.

A FINE editorial appears in the Enferprise of Hartselle, Ala.,
the title “Ownership of the Source of Wealth, not Wealth, that
Menace to Civilization.” A letter from S. M. Dinkins appears i
same issue.

THE death on December 10 of Sir. Joseph Carruthers, former pre:
of New South Wales, recalls the fame of an active advocate of
value taxation who while in office did much to advance our princ
Twice he attended Henry George Anniversary gatherings. At on
these meetings he said he could claim to have done something. *
tainly one great step forward is the adoption of local government w
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ave established throughout the vast area of New South Wales.
g on the unimproved value of land has been established as the
of local self-government.” He was knighted in 1908,

IMMENTING on the dictionary definitions of ‘‘unearned increment”
/. Schwander, of Houston, Texas, calls attention to Webster’s
ge, Home and Office Dictionary, which intimates that Henry
originated the term. Both Webster's New International
onary and Funk & Wagnall’s give fairly correct definitions of
arned increment.”’

E Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph has a picture of our old friend Francis
laguire who has just attained his eighty-first birthday. The same
of the paper also reports the address of William McNair before
enry George Club on January 13,

ARLES H. INGERSOLL proposes a Tax Relief Association of America
tain legislative action which will gradually reduce oppresive taxes
imposed on industry and farms and balance the budgets by in-
ing taxcs on the value of land. Those who desire fuller informa-
on this proposal may address Mr. Ingersoll at the Manhattan
e Tax Club, 1182 Broadway, New York City. The programme
bodied in a statement issued by Mr. Ingersoll,

E have received the second edition of ‘“The Fundamental Prin-
s of Economics,” by Charles F. Townsend and Walter L. Sinton,
ull of intcresting matter and was reviewed in LAND AND. FREEDOM

s first appearance. Articles by Thomas Paine, John Stuart Mill,
’ ancey Cohen, F. Bastiat and others appear therein. The pam-
consists of 63 pages and is admirably adapted for propaganda.
£ Sinton’s address is 2951 Washington Strect, San Francisco, Calif.

DER a resolution to be submitted by Senator Pat Harrison the
1 Senatc will summon beforc that body representatives of all
Is of thought who have plans to restore economic stability., [t
be hoped that the Henry Gecrge movement will be represented
is hearing and we have the thanks of Senator Harrison for sug-
g the names of certain persons qualified to present our remedy

¢ the economic ills that beset us.
i

IN the Labor Advocate published at Nashville, Tenn., John C. Rose

threc column article on ‘‘The Comparative Study of Social
ces,” He examincs the various forms of taxation and discusses
nons of taxation admirably and thoroughly.

death of Louis Parsons was announced in our November—
ber number. He died November 17. He was not known widely

of the Manhattan Single Tax Club, to the activities of which
singularly devoted. His friendship for Mr. James R. Brown was of
ation and he was one of the most active and generous sup-
working unceasingly. His was a kindly, modest nature and
ho knew him best learned to love him. He was a friend of this
or many years. He was connected with the Seaman Brothers
sa mcmber of that well known firm. We shall miss him greatly
work he did in his unobtrusive way,

f must now definitely abandon the presumption that Mark Twain

h e author of the now famous classic, ‘ The Story of Archimedes.”

% ere careful not to insist upon the authenticity of this article des-

e belief of Dan Beard. With a clearer apprehension of the style

ark Twain, and with perhaps a fuller knowledge of his writings,

n Paul, editor of Land and Liberty, of London, was skeptical from

rt. Tt flashed upon Mr. Paul that this essay was one which he
|

had selected for publication in his paper and that it had come from the
Pioneer, an Australian paper. E. J. Craigie, of Adelaide, was able to
verify this in the Adelaide Public Library. The author was the late
H. G. Taylor, who adopted the nom de plume, **Twark Main,” not
Mark Twain. This settles a long controversy. John Paul writes: *“‘If
Mark Twain had seen the Single Tax philosophy as the author of
‘Archimedes’ saw it, this would have been one more turning in his
writings where he could have taught the lesson in his own inimitatble
way that political democracy is a failure and must remain a failure
so long-as land monopoly prevails.”

Jorx T. Giopings, of East Providence, R. I., has aroused much
interest in his community by the suggestion for a graded tax law,
Really his is a proposal to raise the rate on land up to the full annual
value as determined by the tax assessors. In an interview with Mr.
Giddings in the Record-Post of East Providence he sets forth the recom-
mendations for his proposal.

“DaAp” continues his contributions to The Gateway, the local paper
of Floral Park, L. I., and is now answering the arguments of an opponent.
This has developed into a debate in which *“Dad" has no difficulty
in holding his own. This publicity in local papers is of great value to
the cause and such writers as our Floral Park friend are very much
needed.

THE sudden death of E. E. Soderstrom, of Wichita, Kan., is reported
by Henry Ware Allen. He had been a Single Taxer for many years,
as well as a subscriber and correspondent of this paper. Mr. Allen writes
us: ““He did field work for the Single Tax in Missouri at a time when
the speakers, including Mr. Soderstrom, were threatened with mob
violence by farmers who did not understand our ideas. Mr. Soderstrom
has kindly come to my office on Saturday afternoons to read LAND
AND FrREEpOM and other Single Tax literature to me since I became
blind and this has been greatly appreciated. He was a well educated
man, and always took an active interest in the Single Tax.” He was
sixty years old. He is survived by three brothers and a sister. A
faithful and devoted friend of the movement has passed to his reward.

IN the Nation and New Statesman of December 17, Mr. A. W.
Madsen gives his version of an incident which took place at a Free
Trade Luncheon in London. Lord Snowden had urged free traders to
link up free Trade with the taxation of land values. Sir Herbert Samuel,
whose curious apostacy from his former beliefs is a matter of common
knowledge, urged free traders to work for the liberation of industry
and small holdings. Mr. Madsen interrupted with the question: ‘‘But
not for the taxation of land values.” Sir Herbert replied that he was
with Lord Snowden on the question but it was a matter of controversy.
Oh, these politicians !

Mgr. GuxNAR NAauMaNN, of Nucla, Col., writes: ‘“What our cause
needs at this time is more advertising. The people should be urged
to read and study the works of Henry George, and to learn something
about his philosophy. It seems that when the lawmakers and states-
men and the beneficiaries of monopoly cannot find any fault with the
Single Tax, or are not able to argue against it, they simply ignore it
and try as much as posssible to evade it and hide it away from the
people.”’

Cor~ELIUS LEENHOUTS, of Milwaukee, writes: ‘‘It seems uphill
work to feed the people the truth, the truth which you and others make
so simple. They seem to want something complicated.”

No Taxes in every issue is full of interesting matter. We do not
see how any onc can read it and still remain ignorant of the real remedy.
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THE ELEVENTH
COMMANDMENT

| by Francis NEILSON
author of

HOW DIPLOMATS MAKE WAR

When Jehovah led His Chosen People into

the Promised Land, He gave them ten

simple rules for moral uprightness and an

|| eleventh commandment which was to assure

them economic happiness and perpetual pos-

session. A curse was laid upon them who “laid
field to field."”

This curse is being fulfilled upon us now as
it has been fulfilled upon every great civiliza-
tion before us. Mr. Neilson analyses the eco-
nomic causes of the Babylonian, the Greek,
and the Roman collapses. He expounds the
warnings of the great seekers after social justice,
from the Hebrew prophets, the Greek philoso-
phers and law-givers, and tie Roman writers
on natural law, to Joseph Butler, Immanuel
Kant, and Henry George.

The relevance of Moses' economics to our
own tax-burdened days is startling. And so,
having laid bare the roots of all evil in our times,
the author concludes with a fresh interpreta-
tion of the life and message of Jesus, and shows
how he came, as he said, not to destroy the law,
but to fulfill it. 300 pages. $2.50.

ORDER FROM YOUR BOOXKSTORE OR FROM

THE VIKING PRESS
18 East 48th Street, New York City

|
d|

TAXATION and
STARVATION

by EuGENE W WAY

Contains Reliable and Little Known Statistics on

and City Land Values.

Invaluable as a Text Book for Writers,

Lecturers, and Active Single Taxers.

All Statements based on Reliable

Statistics and Historical Facts.
Good for beginners, readable from cover to cover.
Price 25¢, postpaid

Order of
LAND AND FREEDOM

150 Nassau Street - - New Yor

Henry George Scho
of Social Science

(Supported by friends of the movement)

Meets every Friday Evening
at Pythian Temple

135 West 70th Street

East of Broadway

Classes and Forums
Questions and Discussion

Oscar H. GEIGER, Direct
Send the Young Folks

Every Wednesday evening at 496 East 46th St., B
Every Sunday morning, 11 o'clock, at 2278 Ham

cor. Fordham Rd., Bronx.



