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WHAT LLAND AND FREEDOM

STANDS FOR

aking the full rent of land for public

purposes insures the fullest and
best use of all land. In cities this
would mean more homes and more
places to do business and therefore
lower rents. In rwal communities it
would mean the freedom of the farmer
from land mortgages and would gura-
antee him full possession of his entire
product at a small land rental to the
government without the payment of
any taxes. It would prevent the hold-
ing of mines idle for the purpose of
monopoly and would immensely in-
crease the production and therefore
greatly lower the price of mine products.

Land can be used only by the em-
ployment of labor. Putting land to
its fullest and best use would create an
unlimited demand for labor. With an
unlimited demand for labor, the job
would seek the man, not the man seek
the job, and labor would receive its
full share of the product.

The freeing from taxation of all
buildings, machinery, implements and
improvements on land, all industry,
thrift and enterprise, all wages, sal-
aries, incomes and every product of
labor and intellect, will encourage men
to build and to produce, will reward
them for their efforts to improve the
land, to produce wealth and to render
the services that the people need, in-
stead of penalizing them for these
efforts as taxation does now.

It will put an end to legalized robbery
by the government which now pries
into men's private affairs and exacts
fines and penalities in the shape of tolls
and taxes on every evidence of man's
industry and thrift.

All labor and industry depend basic-
ally on land, and only in the measure
that land is attainable can labor and
industry be prosperous. The taking
of the full Rent of Land for public pur-
poses would put and keep all land for-
ever in use to the fullest extent of the
people's needs, and so would insure
real and permanent prosperity for all.
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Comment and Reflection

EMOCRACY, the assertion of the sovereignty and
- inviolability of the individual, begins with the French

evolution and the American war for independence. Its
spokesmen were a few gifted Frenchmen, followed by
efferson, Franklin and Paine. It did not begin under
:' ery promising auspices. The United States began by
k dopting most of the legendary superstitions of the old
world, like slavery and the protective tariff, as corner
stones of the new edifice. It was quite as tenacious of
'i)rivilege as the old Europe from which it had broken away,
gespite Paine, whom we have not yet begun to understand.

INTEVERTHELESS, democracy lumbered along in an
I ineffectual way for nearly three quarters of a cen-
tury from the Confederation to the Civil War. This
despite the extraordinary powers lodged in the Chief Ex-
ecutive, and the archiac mode of his selection. Follow-
ing the Civil War democracy was powerless to effect an
interruption of the insidious processes in which gigantic
monopolies grew through the influence of a fostering tariff
and railroad grants of land, great in area as empires. The
concentration of wealth helped to create industrial dic-
tators who dominated legislatures and in many cases
controlled the judiciary. Democracy and all it connotes
were chiefly useful in furnishing material for Fourth of
July orations.

EVICES of democracy which, it was hoped, would

advance the cause of popular government, the direct
imary, commission government, popular election of
nators, et al., came and went and left not a wrack be-
ind ; democracy seemed powerless to make its instruments
flective.

E democracy is merely a toy with which the people amuse

themselves while privilege rules triumphant, then is
me stronger form of government needed to replace a
system in which universal suffrage is demonstrably fifty
per cent ineffectual, since only a small proportion exercise
the privilege at all, and the fifty per cent that concern
themselves with government seem to lack the necessary
vigilance to prevent nation-wide abuses, then it is time
to revise our notions of democracy and our entire political
philosophy.

HE chief requirements of any well ordered society is

that the people should care. Look around and ask
yourself how much do they care. Their attitude toward
political corruption is one of cynical indifference and
toward economic and governmental problems an unin-
quiring ignorance. Men who will grow eloquent over
automobiles and radios, when the tariff is mentioned
mumble a few commonplaces or stupid shibboleths, or
pure absurdities borrowed from the platforms of one or
other of the old political parties, and then hastily drop
the discussion.

OR is the case greatly different with your college

and university graduate. Government, and the
problems with which it must deal is the least of his con-
cern as it has been the least of his studies. If he remem-
bers anything he has learned of political economy it is
rarely or never the principles of the science, since he has
probably been taught that there are no principles of
universal application, but only rules of expediency. What
he has learned may fit him for a professional or business
career, but in most cases he graduates as little fitted for
citizenship as a Fiji islander. What wonder that he has
no intellectual curiosity about government and soon lapses
into indifference? Presidential elections are only sporting
events in which he takes the same interest that he does
in horse racing or football. But that these should turn
upon matters of real concern to the nation, that there are
grave problems that need to be solved at such times, and
that government is the agency which should act in solv-
ing them—these considerations rarely occur to him. His
“politics,”” in which he exhibits a quite childish pride, is
delightfully free from any attempt to get down to hard
thinking about it.

OR is the philosophy of present day writers likely

to aid him. Of a piece with university thinking,
most of them have little concern with moral principles.
There are no moral principles that are unvarying;. they
are national, climatic or expedient, as fits the case; the
Decalogue is an elastic yard measure, variously applied.
He hears of pragamatism, behaviourism, and other isms,
but that there are any ethical laws to which human con-
duct in society must conform or suffer the consequences,
he is in utter ignorance. Nobody teaches it, so his democ-
racy drifts a derelict on the political sea.
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HOW account for what seems to the eyes of many the
obvious failure of democracy? It is curious that
the political philosophers who with unseemly haste
assume that democracy is now ready for burial, never
consider what would give Demos a new lease of life. They
stop with the shallow sophistry of George Bernard Shaw
that it is idle to expect the audience to run the show, as
if this were a perfect analogy.

OPULAR sovereignty has broken down because democ-

racy has been called upon to bear more than it can
sustain. It has broken down because its organizers have
assumed that it could safely concern itself with all depart-
ments of human activity. They did not see that it was
functionally limited to a few matters of social concern.
This can easily be seen in the case of Italy where fascism
is the direct result of socialistic inefficiency which broke
down under the load it was forced to carry. It behooves
us to see if our own government does not present a
similar analogy, though the consequences will not be the
same everywhere. A high mettled thoroughbred has been
asked to do the work of a dray horse.

THERE are certain things that political society or
government must #zof do; there are certain things it
cannot do. Its activities of late under the Roosevelt
administration have been concerned mostly with the latter.
We have therefore had little time to consider the things
we ought to do. The faith in government held by the
average individual is at the bottom of our troubles. ‘‘Pass
a law”—that is the remedy for every difficulty that sug-
gests itself to the average citizen. It is not realized that
government is functionally limited to the things it
may do.

S not the individual something? Has he no rights that

may be left to him, no matters that are his own concern,

no temptations by which he may grow strong and develop

his character in resisting? Has not the individual stripped

himself of every democratic initiative? How then expect

the political democracy he has erected to be truly demo-
cratic? '

THERE are other and more important impediments
to democracy. Our whole economic system is one
of privilege. Government is bound up with it. Every
senator is not merely a representative of the people of
his state; he is the representative of some special interest,
some monopoly, some big business seeking government
favors. Senators are Railroad, Wheat, or Iron, or Cotton,
or Silver Senators. And this not deliberately nor venally
always, but actually because of the close partnership of
government with privilege. The corrupting influence
of the tariff, for one thing, is over all, a slim}; trail.

- us.

EMOCRACY is possible only where men are free;

a political democracy is feasible only where it limits
its activities to matters that are within its province and
where the individual is left free to work out his own salva-
tion. “That government is best which governs least”
is not all of it; in those things which are governmental
it must govern absolutely. The whole fabric of society
needs to be placed under a rigid analysis to discover why
the hope of democracy has in so large a measure eluded

HE answer will be discovered in the two reasons which

we have indicated, that democracy has been over-
weighted, that institutions are unjust, and that govern-
ment has been corrupted by privilege. In this country]
we have proceeded on the assumption that government
is unlimited in scope, whereas it is strictly conditioned
Democracy cannot be yoked with privilege and still be
free to function. The expectation is falacious.

HOUGH forms of government do not greatly matter.

it is still true that political institutions borrow thei
status from the kind of economic freedom that prevails,
their character as well as their duration and stability
That is what Henry George meant when he said that the
condition of progress is ‘‘association in equality.” Politi:
cal equality is not possible without the economic back;
ground of association in equality.

EMOCRACY therefore has a much wider appli

cation than is given to it in current discussior
about forms of government. Until one man can lool
another in the face, until it is no longer necessary to bej
the boon of work, to sue his fellow man for a job, wil
political democracy, or democracy of any kind, be possible
For this reason Single Taxers beat the air when they con
cern themselves with forms of government, city manage
ment, direct primaries, and sundry devices to the neglec
of the only change that makes democracy attainable.

HE growth of fascism and communism alike is attribut
] able to economic conditions. Fascism is the hal
unconscious resistance of the House of Have to the claim
of the disinherited. Communism isa different sort of resi
tance to the same condition of landless men. IFascisr
is instinctive. It could never find lodgment even in
society of half free men. It is lower than monarchy _'
cause it springs from a deeper degree of slavery; it lack
the popular appeal of a monarchial form of governmen
it is far less responsive to real public wrongs. It tolerate
nothing that is not to its own glory and substitutes for
possible kindly sovereign a figure that grows more an
more of a soulless abstraction representing the sta
This statement may be enforced by an understanding ¢



LAND AND FREEDOM 37

the different way in which several European leaders are
regarded. For example, King George is loved, Hittler
and Mussolini are feared.

1j‘BUT to talk democracy to men who are economic slaves,
~—"who must beg the boon of work, or who must subsist
upon charity, is a ghastly mockery. To ask of men de-
prived of power to control their own affairs that they
participate in the business of government, is a joke, but
a sardonic joke. From the substratum of social misery,
which is the lot of the majority of men, we may with
;ijbsolute certainty trace the rise of fascism in Germany
and Italy, the decay of liberalism in Great Britain and the
decline of democracy in America.

. Two Presidents to Another

AID Woodrow Wilsen: “I do not want to live under
> a philanthropy. I do not want to be taken care of
E:y the government, either directly or by any instruments
hrough which the government is acting.”

| President Roosevelt will please note and remember
the N.R.A. codes.

I’ Again said President Wilson: “If any part of our

Jeople want to be wards, if they want to have guardians
ut over them, if they want to be taken care of, if they
fdwant to be children patronized by government, why I
um sorry, because it will sap the manhood of America.”

- Professor Tugwell and the socialistically inclined Roose-

elt are invited to reflect upoen this.
"And again we quote the last Democratic President,
ﬁoodrow Wilson: ‘I do not want a smug lot of experts
D sit down behind closed doors in Washington and play
Zrovidence to me. There is a Providence to which I am
serfectly willing to submit. But as for other men setting
ip as Providence over myself I seriously object. I have
iever met a political savior in the flesh and I never expect
o meet one.”’

Respectfully submitted for the consideration of the
’resident and his experts!

From a President who also lies in his grave and has been

longer time dead, come these momentous words, which
‘resident Roosevelt is also asked to note and perhaps
ake to heart: It is Abraham Lincoln who speaks:
“The land, the earth God gave to man for his home,
Justenance and support, should never be the possession
f any man, corporation, or unfriendly government, any
dore than air or water, if as much.”

Lincoln saw the land question. He would have dealt
ith it in the big way. To him there was no such thing
\Is property in land any more than in air or water.

He had no doubt of the principle he laid down. Of the
iethod to be pursued he was not so certain. He said:
A reform like this will be worked out some time in the
iture.” He knew the movement would meet with opposi-

tion and he knew the kind of opposition it would meet.
Very forcibly he says:

““The idle talk of idle men that is so common now, will
find its way against it, with whatever force it may possess,
and strongly promoted and carried on as it can be by land
monopolists, grasping landlords, and the titled and un-
titled senseless enemies of mankind everywhere.”

Thus spoke the Prophet-President. Is Franklin Roose-

velt capable of understanding?

~ Save the School

HEN two years ago Oscar H. Geiger started the

Henry George School of Social Science it was with
deep-seated faith that the support necessary for its main-
tainance would be forthcoming. This faith has been justi-
fied only in part. Such contributions as have been re-
ceived have been only sufficient to carry on in a small way,
and the work is seriously handicapped for funds.

We are not asking now for contributions from those
able to give but five dollars or so, though these are welcome,
and such responses have been generous indeed. We are
appealing now to those wealthy Henry George men who
are able to contribute substantial sums. Of these there
must be quite a number. One or two in this fortunate
class have responded. But not enough. Five thousand
dollars a year are needed to do the things that ought to
be done. This is the amount imperatively needed for the
work

We sometimes wonder if our friends to whom a large
contribution would mean little have the vision to see the
possibilities of this great experiment. Mr. Geiger has
made a beginning, a small beginning, it is true, but large
enough to furnish a demonstration. The enrolment of
eighty students, a great number of them public and high
school teachers, members of seven or eight classes, should
thrill the imagination. Let us figure a Joseph Fels on
the scene, and the School in receipt of $50,000 a year!
The Henry George University would be in sight and fur-
ther liberal endowments would follow. What a future
would be made possible—the great gospel of industrial
emancipation inculcated in a great educational institu-
tion to which the youth of the country would flock!

‘This appeal to wealthy Single Taxers of vision—and we
think there must be such—would not be complete without
a word as to the Director. Of all those who have gone
before, the great apostles of the movement whom we love
to recall, Mr. Geiger does not rank as an orator like John
S. Crosby, a crusader like Father McGlynn, a fiery enthu-
siast like Hugh O. Pentecost, but as a teacher he surpasses
them all. Not at any time in the history of the move-
ment has there appeared so richly qualified an instructor.
With a tactfullness and art of appeal he draws these young
people to him. Socialists and communists, so often im-
pervious, answer to this appeal. Not only does he know
from the fund of a deep-stored mind the things he wishes
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to inculcate, but he is quick to anticipate the difficulties
of his students. With painstaking care and gentle con-
siderat'on he resolves their doubts. We believe many
in the years to come will look back with grateful memories
to this finely equipped teacher who guided them success-
fully through difficult paths and made them see the truth
in the light of which so many perplexities disappear.

If the School is forced to suspend a great tragedy will
have fallen upon the movement. It will not be known
how grave a tragedy it is by those who, because they
lacked the vision, failed to realize how great were its prom-
ises and possibilities.

The Great Triumvirate

HE three men who are prominent in the administra-

tion recovery programme are interesting as providing
studies of character. Tugwell, Johnson and Richberg are
an interesting triumvirate. While Tugwell in much of
his writing exhibits a Torricellian vacuity of thought he
clothes it with a professorial garb of calm superiority. He
writes with a superb disdain of his critics. He indicates
that those who differ with him are animated by some
secretly base motive, that they wish to retain some mono-
polistic privilege, and that if they venture to criticise the
programme it is quite clear that they are influenced by
motives more or less corrupt.

Johnson, a somewhat more engaging personality, is the
raging tragedian of the heavy melodrama. He is almost
ferocious. But we like him. No one has ever treated
economic problems in just this spirit and his rage is almost
demoniac. Yet it is impossible not to admire him. He
puts up a good show. Napoleon said of a certain famous
charge, ‘It is magnificent but it is not war.””! And we
may say of General Johnson's great outbursts, ‘‘They are
magnificent but they are not business or economics."

Richberg is different. He is a lawyer and will argue
with you. It is true that he has a habit common to all
three. He speaks of the “mudslinging of destructive
criticism,” and of those who look with ‘‘jaundiced eyes”
upon the administration programme. But that is a com-
mon characteristic.

His economics show the same defects as his associates.
He is also at fault in his history. He tells us in a recent
article that ‘“‘recovery has proceeded at a rate unprece-
dented in the up-turn after any previous depression.”
This is simply not so. The depression of 1857 was over
in the Spring of 1858; the stagnation of 1843 was followed
in 1846 by good times and the highest wages ever known;
the years of 1867, 1868 and 1869 were periods of great
depression, but in 1870 business improved considerably.
Other periods of depression have been followed by recovery
in a time much shorter than today's slight up-turn. That
the N.R.A. is responsible for such recovery as we are ex-
periencing, if we are, no well informed man will contend.

And if other countries have shown the same slight up-turn,
with little Sweden ranking first, it cannot be due to the
N.R.A. .

Richberg differs from Tugwell when he speaks in the
same article of ‘‘the administration codes of fair competi-
tion.” Competition, according to Tugwell is never fair;
it is always destructive and always to be frowned upon.

But what is funny is Mr. Richberg’s self-contradiction.
He is indignant at ‘“little stores, shops and restaurants
which go bankrupt in less than five years and which bom-
bard Congress with complaints that monopolies fostered
by the codes are driving them to the wall.” He does no
deny this but says: “The N.R.A. codes may sometimes|
hasten the end of such small and uneconomic enterprises. "
But he says this is a ““process which has been proceeding
relentlessly for many years despite the anti-trust laws.'’

We are still a little puzzled. It seems the N.R.A. codej
are performing a really useful purpose in doing away wit
“small and uneconomic enterprises.’” If thisis accom-
plished, and it is thought desirable, as Mr. Richberg say
it is, and is ‘‘proceeding relentlessly’’ without the codes1
the job seems to be well in hand.

But who can be sure if these small enterprises are un-
economic? Maybe some of the larger enterprises are alsc
uneconomic. And we would point out that where ninety
per cent of industrial enterprises fail it is due not to un!
regulated competition, nor to the absence of codes, bu}
to the same set of economic conditions in which the mai
jority of enterprises, large and small, come to grief.

But the following is of interest where Mr. Richberj
says: ‘‘Itis profoundly in the interest of large enterprise
to preserve the economic health of small competitors—
in order that all may enjoy the benefit of legalized coopera
tion in promoting their industry as a whole * * * "

The unconscious appeal here is to the law of competi
tion and that other law which is made possible by it—th
law of cooperation. Of course, Richberg does not recog
nize it, Tugwell cannot, and Johnson—well, Johnso
doesn't care. But it is a natural law of business am
€conomics.

This is the answer to all planning. There are such thing
as natural laws of production and distribution If yo}
interfere with them you do so at your peril. The gri
industrial structural edifice, the delicate laws of distri
tion, the law of supply and demand which is nothing | 3
than the exchange of supply for supply, shrinks and with
at the touch of government. What millions of hands hav
laboriously erected the hand of a single blundering legz
lator can undo. Nature has its way of punishing infra
tions of the economic law, and any interference with
free play. The authors of the N.R.A. will learn this
their cost.

NAMES of those friendly to our movement will recei
sample copy of LAND AND FREEDOM and circular annou
ing special premium offer by addressing this office.
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Single Tax Pellets

'N the consideration of any subject, the main desid-
eratum is the truth. There is in mythology a tale
n which an angel passing through space carried in his
He dropped this glass ball and it fell
n the earth, breaking into a great many pieces. That
lass ball was truth. Some of us have found some of the
ces; some of us have apprehended parts of truth. We
now that these fragments are truth because they cor-
elate; just as the pieces of a broken ball of glass would
it each into the other. All truth correlates. God is truth.
The great Blackstone says in the second chapter of his
1st book: “When the Supreme Being formed the uni-
erse, and created matter, he impressed certain principles
on that matter, from which it never can depart, and
ithout which it would cease to be. If we fur-
ger advance, from mere inactive matter to vegetable
ﬂd animal life, we shall find them still governed by laws,
hore numerous indeed, but equally fixed and invariable.
lhe whole progress of plants, from the seed to the root, and
‘'om thence to the seed again; the method of animal nutri-
on, digestion, secretion, and all other branches of vital
‘onomy, are not left to chance, or the will of the creature
self, but are performed in a wondrous involuntary
ianner, and guided by unerring rules laid down by the
seat Creator. This law of nature, bemg coeval
;lth mankind, and dictated by God Himself, is of course
ipenor in obligation to any other. No human laws are
ﬁany validity if contrary to this; and such of them as are
alid derive all their force and all their authority, medi-
tely or immediately, from this original.”
In the constitution of nature, ordained by God Him-
I, is a beautiful regime of truth: in electricity, in mathe-
atics, in chemistry, in political economy and all the
iences. And just as we learn this order of truth, and
ake our affairs to accord with it, we progress peacefully.
'As an example I may say that there could have been
igreat a development of radio communication in Adam’s
me as we now have, had the knowledge of natural
iysical law, of manufacture and adjustment of parts
.isted then as now exists. Let us apply this concept
-'the problems that now confront us, and see where we
e led.
Some time ago, I read in a newspaper about a ship on
€ Atlantic ocean. An accident toits watertank had
i;i:Ed the crew of drinking water. They put out a
ss signal and a passing vessel hailing them asked
em what was the trouble. Upon being told of the short-
of drinking water, the passing vessel replied ‘“‘Dip
drink.”” It seems that they were at the mouth of
€ Amazon river which throws its fresh waters hundreds
imiles into the ocean, and it was necessary only to ‘‘dip
d drink.”
So it is in these United States.

N
l
)

Our natural resources

are so very abundant—God has provided so wonderfully
for our needs, in the mines, the soil and the forests, that
all that is necessary is the touch of the magic wand of
labor to make it into clothes, into automoblies, into every-
thing that will satisfy human wants. This country is
flowing with milk and honey. All that it would seem

necessary to do is dip and drink.

I know a man who, as it were, dipped up some of this
honey. He built a beautiful forty story building; the
latest thing in architecture, with all the amenities that
contribute to comfort and elegance. This building is
now in the hands of a receiver and his money has been
taken from him. As he told it to me, he has been
‘“cleaned to his last dollar.”” If he had been “wise” he
would have kept the old shack that encumbered the site,
and would have waited until other people built around
it. Had he done that, he would be ‘'sitting pretty’’ now,
besides which he would have his money. He is a typical
example.

When a man erects a building, employs a lot of idle men,
thereby making business good, beautifies the neighbor-
hood, and ‘*makes the world go round,’” we fine him for
doing so, that is, we tax him. If he mistreated his wife
we might fine him once, but if he erects a building, and
thereby employs idle men, -we fine him every year with
perfect regularity. But if he holds a lot vacant, raising
weeds, cultivating mosquitoes, and holding labor idle,
because other people build around his lot and make it
more valuable, he can sell it for an increased price; thereby
getting money that he has not earned, reaping what he
did not sow. And we must remember that if men get
wealth without earning it, others must earn it without
getting it.

What I have said shows by means of our present arrange-
ments we fine the man who employs labor and reward the
man who keeps men idle. We fine the man who makes
business good and reward the man who makes business
bad. We fine the man who beautifies our city and reward
the man who messes up our city with tin cans, dead rats
and old rags, weeds and mosquitoes. To expect to have
continuous employment and good business by means of
such foolishness would be the same as to expect to reap
wheat where thistles have been sown.

We Single Taxers propose to reverse this arrangement,
to fine the man who keeps labor idle and to reward the
man who employs labor. We would fine the man who
makes business bad and reward the man who makes busi-
ness good. We would fine the man who messes up our
city and reward the man who beautifies it. We propose
to raise all public revenue on the value of land only, by
a tax in proportion to its value whether it be improved
or not. This would force all valuable land into its best
use, creating such vast opportunities for employment that
there would not be an idle man who wanted to work in
the country. Business would hum continually and a
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paradise of joy would obtain, instead of such a vale of
tears as it now is to most folks. I am reminded of the
Scripture where it says, ‘“eye hath not seen, ear hath not
heard, neither hath it entered into the hearts of mento
know what God hath prepared for them that love Him
and keep his commandments. "’

Looking at this subject from another angle, I often
speak of the folly of old Father Dearborn. To you who
do not read the cartoons in the Chicago newspapers, I must
explain that Father Dearborn is the City of Chicago. That
old fool Father Dearborn allows a few of his people to rob
him blindly, so that frequently he has not enough money
left to buy an Irish stew. And then, to recoup himself
he robs us. If you build a house, he will rob you of
that. If you buy nice furniture to embellish your home
and make your family comfortable, and incidentally
employ a number of furniture makers, he will rob you
of that. Now all that the Single Taxer wants of Father
Dearborn is that he shall keep his fingers out of our pockets
and keep the other fellow’s fingers out of his pockets. Let
Father Dearborn confine himself for his revenue to his
own wages, his earnings—Iland wvalues.

When I am talking to the reformers who have a passion
for improving mankind I sometimes tell them a tale like
this. A tidal wave inundated Miami. A number of fish
were stranded in a shallow pool on the beach. The sun-
shine soon gave the pool a temperature warmer than that
to which the fish were accustomed. They scratched each
other, killed each other and did not have much to eat.
Many of them were dying from lack of food. A certain
fermentation was going on at the edges of the pool and
some of the fish were getting drunk committing murder.
They were in a bad way. There wasa little, not much,
but a little intelligence among the fish. One school of
fish said, ‘‘The trouble with us fish is that we don't love
the Lord, our troubles would be over if we would only
come to Jesus.”” Those were the religious fish. Another
school said, ‘“The trouble is all due to the fact that we
drink too much. We must have prohibition before the
trouble will be righted.” They were the Prohibition fish.
Still another school said, ‘“The trouble with us is that we
are not properly organized.”” They believed that if they
had a lot of committees and management everything would
be lovely. Those were the socialist fish. But among
them let us suppose there were one or two sensible fish.
Can we not imagine them explaining, perhaps vainly, that,
““The trouble with us fish is that we have been separated
from our natural element, the great ocean.” Those
would correspond to the Single Taxers. They said, “If
we can only get back to the good old Atlantic Ocean where
we could be free, would have plenty to eat and our natural
environment, we would not have all of this trouble. And
like as the fish are water animals, so men are land animals,
and the moral is that to the extent that their access to
their natural evironment has been interfered with, men
are in trouble.

Another analogy: Here is a field of thousands of acres
of -growing grass and clover. It grows up abundantly
every year, fading in the fall. One corner of this field i
fenced off, and in this corner are a number of cattle tryin
to graze and not finding enough food to sustain themselves
Many of them are dying from lack of food. I arrived o
the scene in my car and discover a man working himsel
into a sweat pulling and throwing tufts of grass over th
fence to the cattle. The cattle rush for the grass. Th
horned cattle gore the others, and in the mad scrambl
much of the grass gets wasted. [ say to this man, “Wh
don’t you open the gate so that the cattle can get out an
help themselves, the clover is wasted anyway.”” Nov
what can I say to this man when he replies, ‘‘Aw, qui
your Single Tax theorizing and get down here and hel
me pull grass."”

A man with his dog Towser having been lost in a deser
after wandering about several days and growing wea
thought that before long he must lie down and die. H
thought of his dog and decided that it was time to ea
Talking the matter over with the dog, Towser object
to being killed. Some other way must be found. g
a compromise was reached. Towser permitted his ta
to be cutoff. The man found means to make a fire, cooke
the tail, and having eaten the flesh, threw the bones 1
the dog, saying: ‘“Towser, there is charity.”

For nearly 2,000 years, all over Christendom, we has
been saying the Lord’s Prayer. Regularly and witho
understanding, we have recited the words, ‘“‘Thy Kingdo:
come, Thy will be done in the earth.” And now it seer
to me that we have the kingdom of the devil on this eart
If T were asked to write a specification for a hell, I wou
copy our present scheme in toto. Poverty, destitutu
and crime stalk through the land. We educate our ch
dren, fill them with ambition and deprive them of t
opportunity to satisfy their ambition. So it appears th
perhaps we have not been praying in the right way.
doubt that our prayer reaches beyond the ceiling. ¥
know that the way to pray for potatoes is to get out ir
the field and plant the proper seed. You may pray afi
the fashion of the Methodists, the Catholics, or any
our religious groups and expect that the potatoes will co:
down through the roof or some other peculiar way, t
they will not. The only way to get anything is to do 1
natural thing necessary to get that which you pray {
The way to pray for the establishment of the kingdom
God on this earth is to learn the natural laws of politi
economy, to obey them and then the kingdom of God ¥
ensue without further effort.

Jesus was speaking to a hungry crowd on one occas
about high and lofty things that they did not understa
And they said: “Aw, cut it out and give us someth
to eat.” Jesus replied, *‘ Think not of what ye shall ¢
or what ye shall wear, or wherewithal ye shall be clotk
Your Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of tk
things. See the lily of the field, how it toils not, neit
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Hoes it spin, yet I say unto you that Solomon in all his
lory was not arrayed like one of these. Seek ye first the
ingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things
shall be added unto you.” The necessities and comforts
life would come as natural consequences, when you
%we a kingdom of God on the earth. So, translating
at bit of Scripture into the language of Chicago, seek-
“the kingdom of God and His righteousness,” right-
usness would mean the right method of taxation, right
vernmental arrangements, equal freedom of oppor-
nity. The lily had its roots in the soil, was exposed
the sunshine and enjoying its natural habitat. So, I
Qy, that if men had their roots in the soil, if they had
-Qual rights to God’s bounty, they too would blossom
to all that men might hope to be, and Solomon in all
is glory was not arrayed like the possibilities for the
irdinary working man.
| I often am asked ““If the Single Tax is as good a proposi-
ion as you say it is, why don’t the people of culture and
hucatlon take it up and help to get it adopted?” My
ly is to quote a parable. A traveler on his way to
j)amascus was heJd up, robbed, and left half dead at the
lide of the road. A lawyer came along and seeing him,

Jitied him, but passed on the other side. A priest passed
gl but he was

at way and seeing him said, ‘' Poor fellow,”
po busy to help. But along came a stranger, a man who
{as despised by the lawyer and the priest as a contemp-
ible foreigner. This fellow stopped, treated the man’s
l{founds, bound them, and took him to an inn and pro-
! ded for his welfare. So in our society, the workingman

as been robbed and is bewildered at the condition he
s in. The lawyers and the clergymen express their
ret but feel that it is not their problem. They are the
droduct of education and culture fostered by the circum-
ances of a social arrangement that results in the condi-
n of the workingman. We cannot expect that any
ks except those who are not too deformed by the sur-
undmg culture and schooling, will interest themselves in
1s matter.
And well meaning folks frequently display an appalling
orance of economic matters. Some who should know
ter advocate the protective tariff, as a means of pro-
ting the workingman's interest. To these, I say: “I
nt four years in college studying electrical engineering.
got the unanimous opinion of the masters in the
ence of electricity. In the laboratory we tested all of
iese opinions by the use of various instruments, and the
Its of our experiments checked with what we had
rmed in the classroom. Applying that method to the
{ubject we were discussing—the tariff—let us see what
. I authorities say on this subject. All of the authorities

free traders, John Stuart Mill, Laughlin, Ely, Fischer,
eligman, Carver and in fact all the political economists.
much for the authorities, now let me submit the tariff
a laboratory test. This may seem difficult but as you
11 see, it is not.

D

Taking first the highest tariff countries of the world
and moving by degrees to the freest trade countries, let
us observe what are the conditions in each, and we will
then to all intents and purposes have gone through a
laboratory experiment. The highest tariff country in
the world, before the war, was China. They had such a
high tariff that it was called the Chinese wall. Not only
did they have tariffs around the country to keep goods
from coming in, but they also had tariffs between the prov-
inces. A farmer could not take a pig or a bushel of wheat
into town without paying a tariff. They were tariffed
coming and tariffed going. Yet China was a most miser-
able place in which to live. The next highest tariff
country was Turkey. They had so much tariff that they
had very little foreign trade. The next most highly pro-
tected area was the Balkan States, Serbia, Bulgaria,
Roumania, and then Italy, then Austria. Following in
order came France, Spain, Germany, Russia and Great
Britain, and then the United States. The United States
is the freest country in the world. I will admit that we
have a high tariff against importation into this country
from abroad, but in the United States we have the largest
absolute free tracle area in the world. We have forty-
eight nations with free trade between them, and it is the
best country in the world, though it could, of course, be
a great deal better. Now, I have shown that all of the
authorities are free traders, and the laboratory experi-
ment shows that the highest tariff country is the poorest
for the ordinary man to live in and that the lowest tariff
country is the best to live in.

And it should be so. Some countries are sulted for the
production of certain things and other countries are suited
for the production of other things. It pays the people
of a country to produce the things for which it is suited
and to trade its surplus products with the people of other
countries suited for the production of the things they want.
As examples, take N. Dakota which is adapted to the pro-
duction of wheat and Pennsylvania which is adapted to
the production of coal. The people of Pennsylvania can-
not eat their coal and the Dakotans cannot burn their
wheat advantageously, so they each raise a surplus and
then they trade; and it blesses him that gives and him
that takes. There is no difference in principle in trade
between Pennsylvania and N. Dakota, and trade between
the United States and Great Britain, nor between Italy
and Germany.

Birds and business ignore boundary lines between
nations unless they are interfered with, so if we would
remove all our fool tariffs and allow goods to move from
where they are plentiful and cheap to where they are
scarce and dear, in each case to pay for the goods received;
if the various localities of the world would swap their
advantages, it would multiply the wealth of the world
many times.

I once heard a ridiculous story that illustrates the
principle. A pineapple orchard was planted in Greenland,
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under a glass roof, and a high tariff instituted to protect
the home industry from the cheap pineapples from the
south. Also there was an ice plant set up in Bermuda
with a high protective tariff to protect the industry from
the cheap ice of the north. Some one observed, “Why
don’t you get your pineapples where God intended them
to grow. This hot house stuff is mush and not fit to eat.
Why don’t you remove that fool tariff and so allow us to
make something here to exchange for southern pine-
apples.” Immediately a lot of politicians and pseudo-
philosophers held up their hands in holy horror and said,
““But see all of the steam fitters, carpenters, glaziers and
caretakers that would be out of their jobs if you had free
trade in pineapples.” I assert that every industry in
this country or any other country that needs the support
of a tariff is a species of “pineapple orchard in Green-
land or an ice plant in Bermuda.” That is to say, it is
an exotic industry and should be kicked out. We should
devote our energies to those industries that are indigenous
to the country. Engineers have built bridges, tunneled
mountains, constructed steamships, railroads, automo-
biles, aeroplanes, telegraph, telephone and radio systems,
all to facilitate trade—to bring things from where they
are plentiful and cheap to where they are needed, and
when their work isin good running order, along come a lot
of politicians, ignorant statesmen, putting up tariff bar-
riers nullifying, to a large extent, the fine work of our
engineers. It often costs more to get goods through a
custom house than it does to ship them arcund the world.
So I want to speak out so all may hear, that I am a
free trader. I take my stand along with Richard Cobden,
John Bright, Robert Peel and Henry George. 'Tis true
I am but a humble member of this illustrious company,
but I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of honest
free traders than to dwell in the tents of wicked protec-
tionists.—GEORGE M. STRACHAN.

Is This What's the
Matter With Him?

BEHIND his smile, his quick wit, his winning friend-

liness are two factors never to be overlooked in his
evaluation. First Roosevelt is a Dutch gentleman,
reared in the manner and evironment of landed aris-

tocracy.—From the Men Around the President, in January
Harpers.

“HAVE you any thing better to offer” asks General
Johnson of critics of the N.R.A. The question is
not original with the General. It was once asked by a

notorious quack of a competent physician who criticized
his fake ‘' cure for cancer.”

“TRrIAL and error" as a national policy means severe
trials for the people and egregious errors by the government.

Schalkenbach Foundation Work

F a visitor came to the Foundation office, he might be

surprised at the variety and interesting content of the
work that comes across the desk. There would be order
for books, (mostly of ‘‘Progress and Poverty”) fro
such dealers as Marshall Field, Chicago; John Wanamaker
Philadelphia; University Book Store of Southern Cali
fornia; Clark’s Old Book Store, Spokane, Wash.; Wom
raths, Brentanos, and the American News Company, o
New York—to mention a few of the 400 dealers fro
whom we receive orders for Henry George books. Ne!
contacts were made by two recent letters to bookdealers
in which part of the jacket of ‘““Progiess and Poverty’
was enclosed, so that it could be seen that this book wa
produced in modern, interesting style.

Then our visitor would find that in answer to a lett
sent to a special list of Single Taxers who were known t
be working actively on tax questions, there would
orders asking for Professor Brown's new book, ‘“The E
nomic Basis of Tax Reform,’”’ which undertakes to ans
some of the stock objections to Henry George's proposal
and to supply arguments for the more knotty proble
raised by opponents.

He would find in the course of preparation a letter t
professors and high school teachers which would be ser
to a list of about 2,000 names, and, if he came to the oﬁic
a month later, he would find orders for books, and lettel
discussing the Georgist viewpoint from professors in suc¢
widely separated schools as the following: University «
Georgia; Nebraska Wesleyan; Alabama Polytechnic Inst
tute; Camden Commercial College, N. J.; Columbia Un
versity; Swarthmore, Penna.; Sioux Falls College; Nortl
field Schools, Mass.; Kenyon College, O.; Princetc
University; University of New Hampshire; Clemson Cc
lege; San Diego City Schools; Oklahoma Agricultur
and Mechanical College; University of Montana; Mass
chusetts Institute of Technology; Drew University.

With the aid of Patterson’s Educational Directory, tl
Foundation now has a list of educational officers a1
teachers in every State in the Union. The first effort w
to circularize teachers and school superintendents in
State of New Jersey. That such circularization is eff
tive is proven by the many new contacts that are m%:
with teachers on these lists. This kind of work requir
a large fund. We do not have enough money this ye
to do each State in the Union. If anyone feels that
would like to have his particular State circularized
this way, and would care to contribute toward it, we wot
see to it that effective material reached these teacllr
groups.

Our visitor would find that proof for the Index and m
front pages of “Social Problems,” and also proof for t
jacket, were being corrected, and that the book is sche
uled for publication on or about April 5. Plans are bel
made to advertise ‘‘Social Problems,’’ and to acquaint boc
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)
lealers with the fact that this new edition is ready. Re-
iiew copies will be sent to a select list of newspapers and
nagazines with a letter pointing out that the book reads
is if written for today’s newspapers, in its treatment of
he problems of government, over-production, etc.
(It would be found thatan average of thirty news clippings
rer week are placed in the scrap-book, and that note is
de whenever anything of importance appears. Edi-
qnals and book reviews mention Henry George frequently,
cause certain of the new books, such as ‘“The Robber
rons,’”’ contain comments on or quotations from Henry
seorge.

An examination of the advertising programme would
eveal that the small advertisement carried in the Nation
is yielded 38 inquiries in the past two months. Each
aquiry is answered personally, and appropriate literature
xplaining Henry George's writings issent. Miscellaneous

uiries are received, and inquiries from the advertise-
aqnts placed in The American Hebrew, so that a summary
hows 91 people receiving literature by their own request
BAnew adver tisement headed ‘“The Henry George Book-
helf '’ has been contracted for with Mr. Beckwith, editor
£ The Forum. A series of small advertisements has been
wrepared for weekly insertion over a period of three or
pur weeks in the New York Times, and it is believed that
he continuity of these advertisements will stimulate
nrterest
I Pubh(:lty equal to an advertisement was procured by
i;ntmg to some 100 editors, explaining the aims of the
{oundation, its publication achievements, etc., and the
*tter appeared in The Churchman, Unity, etc. Publicity
{as also prepared at the request of the Russell Sage
foundation for a place in its publication ‘American
ioundations,’’ soon to be issued.

Not long ago Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler spoke before
he Pilgrim Society and quoted from the Fourth of July
Jration by Henry George (1877). He said that although
seorge's words go back over half a century they are
irophetic in their insight and prophetic in their appeal.
‘he Foundation immediately reprinted the news item
eporting Dr. Butler’s speech, and enclosed it with the
pecial letters that it was sending out at the time to
irofessors, bookdealers, etc.

'On Feb. 29, Dr. John Haynes Holmes addressed the
:pmmunify Church audience at Town Hall, New York.
read the concluding paragraphs of ‘‘Progress and
overty '’ to his congregation, and then, in one of the most
tﬂ'rmg addresses the writer has heard, spoke of the basic
'uquxty of private property in land. Dr. Holmes devoted
_be first half of his speech to Henry George, but then went
n to other reforms. The next Sunday the undersigned
rought copies of ‘Progress and Poverty' to be placed
fln the literature counters, and free copies of pamphlets
rere placed on a table in the Town Hall.
! Finally, if our supposed visitor is still with us, examin-
1g all of the office activities, he would come upon letters

from Mr. Ellert of Milk River, ordering a huge supply
of books and pamphlets for his work in Alberta; letters
from Jackson Ralston telling about the California cam-
paign; from Dr. Copeland telling about his Mississippi
campaign; orders from Mr. F. C. Maguire of Pittsburgh,
who is placing 250 ‘‘What Is the Single Tax?" in libraries
and bookstores; a request to us to choose an assortment
up to $16 for a Southern college where the president is
interested in getting his community group to study Henry
George; letter from our Canadian friends in Toronto who,
upon our donation of ‘‘Significant Paragraphs” will see
to it that certain important professors in the Canadian
colleges receive the book with special letter; a letter from
a judge in Chambers Street, New York, ordering all of
the books available on our booklist for presentation to
a library; and finally, letter from the Oglethorpe Uni-
versity Librarian stating that “The Philosophy of Henry
George'’ by Dr. Geiger, anived during a period when
thirty students were making reports on Henry George
for a class in economics, and that they were delighted to
find a single volume giving complete information.

ANTOINETTE KAUFMANN,
Executive Secretary.

The Alternative Programme

RESIDENT ROOSEVELT, in his speech before the NRA con-
ference, has said:

“ . . . the critic is patriotic, whether he be a business man,
a worker, a farmer or a politician, if he says, I don’t like the methods
you are using to solve the problem; I believe it would be far better
to use the following alternate method, and outlines for the benefit of
his neighbor and his government a helpful programme."’

I accept the president’s invitation to offer an alternative method.
In bare outline, here is the programme:

1: Abolish private ownership of land and natural resources.

2: Abolish all taxation.

3: Abolish all tariffs.

4: Have the government obtain all its revenue by collecting the
economic rent of the land.

5: Abolish all governmental regulation of, and interference with,
commerce and industry.

This programme would result in a condition of {ree competition be-
tween individuals armed with equal rights—of complete equality of
economic opportunity without any abridgement of personal liberty.
It would ensure to every citizen full use and enjoyment of the product
of his own handiwork or intellectual activity.

This programme would, I submit, have these advantages over the
president’s programme: It would obviate the inquisitorial taxation
methods now in use: it would avoid the necessity for a social planning
so vast and intricate that neither the individual nor the collective in-
telligence is equal to it; it would escape the evolution of a top-heavy,
bureaucratic class whose first instinct would be to dig itself in at the
expense of all the rest of us.—KarL B. MICKEY, in Cleveland Plain
Dealer.

E like to remember the story of the old woman who

seeing the sea for the first time explained her delight
in witnessing something at last of which there was enough
for everybody.
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A Confused Economist

HARLES HECHT, former Councilman of Lake-
wood, N. J., a pioneer Single Taxer, who was in the
Henry George campaign for mayor of the City of New
York in 1886, sent the following question to the American
Freeman, edited by E. Haldeman-Julius of Gerard, Kan.

QuestioN: Would you consider the Single Tax, as advocated by
Henry George, if generally adopted, a fundamental remedy for the
existing economic conditions?

Answer: ‘““Henry George has never impressed me as an important
economist. He made a great splash, but only among immature and
superficial students of economic phenomena. His “Progress and
Poverty,”” written in 1879, is a solemnly pretentious work, motivated

by a sincere desire to help mankind, but nevertheless an incomplete

description of the social evils facing us and a thoroughly inadequate
solution.

“Henry George was not an original, creative thinker. The basic
ideas described under the general theory of the Single Tax originated
with the French economists of the 18th Century, known as Physio-
crats. Quesnay, the chief theoretician of the Physiocrats, based his
economic philosophy on the then sound premise that the major part
of man's wealth came from the soil. George, writing a century later,
had already seen vast advancements in the industrial and financial
processes, which he blandly ignored and then proposed an exclusive
tax on rentals. There was to be no other levy.

“Such a theory might be made to fit into an exclusively agricultural
economy, but imagine the absurdity of such a programme in a day
of large-scale industry, machinery, billion-dollar banks, capitalists
and all the other manifestations of a capitalistic society, in which the
bulk of wealth no longer comes from the land but from industry.

“Henry George, as late as 1891, defended capital and interest, and
merely insisted on taking ‘for the community the value that attaches
to land by the growth of the community.” Not only was private
capitalism to be untouched by the state, but it was to be completely
free of assessment by the tax collector. This would mean that J. P.
Morgan and John D. Rockefeller, each being expressions of financial
and industrial capitalism, were not to be taxed, either on their busi-
ness, their incomes, or their estates at their death. Single Tax is as
dead as the dodo. It is now merely the peculiar notions of a group
of senile eccentrics.”

If Henry George did not impress Mr. Haldeman-Julius
as an “‘important economist’’ it is because E. Haldeman-
Julius is evidently a superficial thinker. Thousands upon
thousands of intellectual people including the world’s
most imminent economists consider ‘‘Progress and Pov-
erty’’ as the greatest book on social and political economy
ever written.

Mr. Haldeman-Julius like a good many more of his ilk
who pretend to understand social and economic ques-
tions pose as teachers to the unwise and misinformed and
fail to grasp the fundamental remedy themselves and un-
justly criticise Mr. George because of their lack of
knowledge on the subject. Mr. Haldeman-Julius says
that Henry George “made a great splash among immature
and superficial students.” Among the many men who
agreed with Henry George on economics, who, according
to Mr. Haldeman-Julius are ‘‘superficial students of
economic phenomena,’” are the late Prof. Felix Adler of
the Ethical Culture Society, who entered the campaign

of 1886 in behalf of Mr. George, Samuel Gompers, late
President of the American Federation of Labor, who
escorted Mr. George to many factories during the campaign
where Mr. George addressed the employees, Lloyd George
Ramsay McDonald, Theodore Roosevelt, President Wood/
row Wilson, Newton D. Baker, Franklin Lane, and
William B. Wilson, members of the Wilson cabinet; Prof
John Dewey, the late Lucius F. Garvin, Governor o
Rhode Island; Tom L. Johnson, U. S. Senator Wood
bridge, H. Ferris, Edwin Markham, Mark Twain, Prof
Irving Fisher, Bishop Huntington, Judge Samuel Sea
bury, and thousands of other intellectual men and womer]
throughout the world.

“Progress and Poverty’ has been translated into thir
teen languages, including Chinese, and over 6,000,00
copies have been sold. Does this jibe with the stateme
that Single Taxers is as “dead as the dodo?” Furthel
more, the Single Tax has been adopted in part in Pitt
burgh, Pa., where at the last election a Single Tax ma
was elected; in Fairhope, Ala., in Edmonton, Can., i
Australia and in various parts of the world.

This proves that people over the entire world are taki
a practical and lively interest in the philosophy of Hen
George.

In the City of New York, recently, the Board of Educ
tion conducted an essay contest in the thirty-seven hig
schools of the city and more than 1,500 essays were writte
by students on the philosophy of Henry George. At tt
commencement exercises followers of Henry George, wi
awarded prizes to the successful students, addresst
audiences of over 30,000 people on Henry George.

In each of the libraries of the high schools there is
set of books by Henry George available to students, a1
they are constantly consulted.

About two years ago the name of Henry George w
presented by the Committee of the Hall of Fame of t
New York University—for the purpose of having t
statue placed among the other immortals; only a few vot
were lacking for his election, but, it is almost certain th
at the next election enough votes will be cast favoring t
placing of his statue in the Hall of Fame. Does this se¢
as if the “‘Single Tax is as dead as a dodo”’ and that it
‘““now merely the peculiar notions of a group of senm
eccentrics?’’

Haldeman-Julius said ‘“That Henry George's wor
are an imcomplete discription of the social evil facing
and is a thoroughly inadequate solution of social evils
This statement is not borne out by the facts. He poit
out in ‘“Progress and Poverty,”’ the causes and cure
industrial depressions and answered in advance, in |
book, the criticisms that may be made of his theories, a
during his life, he exploded many of the so-called obji
tions that were made to his philosophy, and his follows
have done the same since his death. If Mr. Haldem:
Julius will carefully read ‘Progress and Poverty” hé}
find that Henry George was not only a great econo |
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jut a prophet as well. The social and economic condi-
tns of today are, as he predicted they would be, if private
pwnership of land was not abolished. He proved that in
;plte of an increase in the production of wealth, wages
ended to a minimum and that the inequitable distribu-
fOn of wealth made the comparative few enormously

althy and the great masses correspondingly poor. This
P:proved was because of the private ownership of land.
fHenry George did not claim, as Mr. Haldeman-Julius
@ys, that he was original in discovering that ground rent
hould be taxed into the public treasury, to defray public
Xpenses; he gave credit on many occasions to the French
?hysiocrats, notable among them being Quesnay, but,
"fhat he claims and justly so, was that he was original
o advocating the Single Tax on land values to pay the
mblic expense and that all other taxes should be abolished.

this method of taxation there would be created a just
l.ptrlbutmn of wealth and all men who worked would re-
#ive a just return for their labor.

Mr. Haldeman-Julius like many loose thinkers, on the
Pmal and economic questions, gets confused when he says
~the bulk of wealth no longer comes from the land.” All
realth is produced by labor applied to land. This agrees
nth such noted economists as Adam Smith, Herbert
»pencer John Stuart Mill, et al. He showed that in-
ead of wages bemg drawn from capital as some economists
Dntend capital is drawn from wages. Haldeman-Julius-
g:e all socialists confuses the terms ‘‘capital’’ with ‘“‘mo-
opoly”” and would abolish the socalled capitalisticsystem,
hereas if land monopoly were abolished special privilege,
ghlch 1s based on land monopoly, would cease and all the
vnls of our socalled capitalistic system would disappear.

' Mr. George states that wages are not drawn from capltal
ut that true capital is drawn from wages. He says, ‘‘If
or instance—I devote my labor to gathering bird's eggs,
icking wild berries, the eggs or berries I thus get are my
vages; surely no one will contend that in such a case wages
re drawn from capital. There is no capital in the case,
o absolutely naked man thrown on an island where no
gman bemg before has trod may gather birds eggs or

ck berries.’

\Mr. Morgan and Mr. Rockefellow and other mil-
onaires are not '‘expressions of private capitalism,”’ as
r. Haldeman-Julius states, but the expressions of land
nopoly.
l{-Ialdeman-_]u]ius says the “Single Tax is now merely
peculiar potion of a group of senile eccentrics.” I
ould like to know what the Single Taxers and other
jtelligent economists think of this balderdash of Mr.
aldeman-Julius and his group of would-be economists.
EDpwARD PoOLAK.

IBERTY is fortunately not an individual. Other-
wise the courts would be clogged with libel suits
gainst the misinformed but loudmouthed patriots who
asist on calling the United States a “land of liberty.”

Work of The Manhattan
Single Tax Club

LUB activities in the past two months have been un-
usually interesting. President Charles H. Inger-
soll’s public meetings were as follows:

Y. M. and Y. W. H. A., Paterson, Feb. 4. This invita-
tion came direct as repitition of one of last year which could
not be accepted. Geiger and others have talked to this
audience, which is very fine in general character and respon-
siveness. About 250 present including a great many of
general public. An original talk of 45 minutes and ans-
wered questions for two hours. This is an example of a
town that must be pretty well informed about Single Tax
through this organization. Quiz expecially intelligent
and interesting. Chairman, Harry S. Albert.

Taxpayers Protective League of Newark, Feb. 6. This
invitation came through Mr. Lane from Charles Becker,
attorney, 114 Market Street, leader of the association.
Meeting started at 9 o’'clock with various speakers who
continued till after 10. Mr. Ingersoll was enthusiasti-
cally introduced and received by 250 people who are lock-
ing to city management as the way out. An original talk
with complete interest and much applause. They are
going to give Mr. Ingersoll a whole evening and perhaps
with Mayor LaGuardia in Krueger Auditorium. No
quiz.

William Sloane House (Y.M.C.A.) N. Y., Feb. 27. Invi-
tation came through Mr. Ewing, Secretary. Dinner in
Mr. Ingersoll’s honor. Original talk lasting 30 minutes;
60 present. Excellent quiz lasting 30 minutes. Visited
a class in another room of about 40 men conducted by
Board of Education, dominated by Socialist element which
yielded to pressure of questions. Men very anxious to
know more and gave Mr. Ingersoll the idea of classes be-
fore such organizations, which he is following.

Advertising Club of Newark, March 5. Fifty present;
nice crowd; prominent men like Eugene Farrell of the
Newark Evening News, who introduced Mr. Ingersoll.
Mr. Chambless, of Fidelity Union, and Nat. Freiman.
Talked for a half hour and tried to get them to questions
but chairman kept interrupting for adjournment so there
was not more than 15 minutes. Expected a larger crowd
but quality replaced numbers.

Allenhurst Citizens and Taxpayers Association, March
13. A very interesting meeting led by Mr. Walter Reid,
prominent real estate man who is trying to make his towns-
people ‘‘tax conscious.” Forty present, who were intel-
ligent on taxation and very much interested in Mr. Inger-
soll’'s 35-minute talk on their particular problems, followed
by a quiz of an hour and a half. Mr. George White of
Long Branch was there with friends. The association is
planning another meeting for Mr. Ingersoll to extend infor-
mation on our philosophy.

Mr. Ingersoll’s broadcasting has been building up from
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zero, after his recovery from his broken ankle. His sched-
ule now stands as here shown, totalling 18 talks weekly—
a new record.

His talks are now mainly on Current Events, his series,
‘“Answering Father Coughlin,” having terminated for the
present due to lack of any new material to respond to.
Mr. Ingersoll’s C. E. talks are rated very highly by com-
petent judges, one of whom writes this: ‘““Permit me two
express my appreciation of your all too short broadcasts
over WBNX. They are timely. They are interesting.
And—they have none of the synthetic enthusiasm exhib-
ited by all other news commentators whenever the brain
trusters announce a complete reversal of their policies,
which regularly happens on the 15th and last day of each
month,”

Mr. Ingersoll's present broadcast schedule: WBNX
(1350 k.c.) every morning at 11:30 except Saturday and
Sunday; WCNW, (1400 k.c.) Monday, 3:15 p. m., Tues-
day, 345 p. m., Wednesday, 3:15 p. m., Thursday, 4:00
p. m.; WVFW, (1400 k.c.) Friday, 9:00 a. m.; WLTH,
(1400 k.c.) Thursday, 9:00 a. m.; WBBC, (1400 k.c.)
Wednesday, 3:30 p. m.; WHOM, 1450 k.c.}) Monday, 9:45
p. m., Thursday, 8:15 p. m., Friday, 1:30 p. m.; WDAS,
{1370 k.c.) Friday, 5:15 p. m., Saturday, 10:15 a m., and
9:45 p. m.

The outstanding event this month was theinterview
with the ‘‘Voice of Experience’’ over the Columbia Broad-
casting System, a network of 56 stations, with a potential
audience of about 80 million, on February 15. Those of
you who listened in know that the message was short but
effective.

The Voice of Experience: ‘Mr. Ingersoll, now that
you are retired from active business I think my audience
would be interested in knowing just what your hobby is.”

Mr. Ingersoll: “Well, I think that it is telling folks in
simple terms the cause and the cure for the business de-
pression, the unemployment and the poverty of the last
five years. This world is staggering under an economic
system that takes half of the earnings of capital and the
earnings of labor and gives them to not over three per
cent of the people who toil not neither do they spin, a drain
of fifty per cent that impoverishes business and industry
and even our government, and the mass of our workers
and farmers. And this drain periodically culminates in
panics and depressions, just as derangements of the human
body cause mortal sickness and death.

““This movement with whichl am affiliated, the National
Tax Relief Association, is also called the taxation of land
values or sometimes the Single Tax, and it is based on the
philosophy of that great American economist, Henry
George, who wrote a famous book 53 years ago called
“Progress and Poverty.” Since making the acquain-
tance of Henry George in his campaign in 1886 for the
Mayor of New York City, I have continuously studied
this question and I really believe there is no other solu-
tion.”

We were much enthused by this broadcast and expect
to further it by having Mr. Ingersoll interview other
prominent people. Mr. Thomas T. Lane, Mr. Ingersoll's
part time assistant in radio and lecture work, is arrang-
ing with such notables as Mrs. Margaret Sanger, Warden‘
Lawes, Bernarr Macfadden, Lowell Thomas and Rud
Vallee, Mr. Ingersoll will interview or debate with Mrs.
Sanger on three subjects: Birth Control; Sterilization an
Collectivism vs. Individualism; dates to be confirmed an
station arrangements made; expecting to secure the largei
stations, possibly chains.

Mr. Ingersoll’s book ‘“Who Will Save Demaocracy,’” i¢
being revised and arranged for continuity and publica
tion and since it is his first attempt at book writing thi
is very essential.

Organized letter writing to papers is proceeding. On
letter sent to about 400 newspapers was printed in 100 o
them which shows that the letter-a-week idea if followec
faithfully would work wonders. Due to the carbon match
ing process we have evolved we can send personally a
dressed, identical letters to a large number of geographic
ally widely separated papers. We need cooperation i
this and if friends will send us the names of favorable paper
we can get this plan working so that every day there woul:
be many of our letters printed.

Our Activities Committee, {our brain trust) which meet
every Wednesday at 4 o'clock consists of George Lloyc
Stephen Bell, Whidden Graham and Philip Stanley.

Mr. Ingersoll has been invited by Mayor McNair t
spend a week in Pittsburgh and he will go within the ne:
month. Mayor McNair, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Magui
are arranging dates for him and we hope there will be mo:
than a dozen public meetings and an equal number
broadcasts.

Mr. Charles A. Lingham, of Lockport, N. Y. h:
arranged for Mr. Ingersoll to go there for three days, :
which time he will address the Rochester Rotary Clu
the Lockport Rotary and Kiwanis Club and Buffalo Rotas
Club. These will be June 26, 27 and 28 respectively. TI
Rochester Rotary Club is especially important becaw
they are arranging to broadcast Mr. Ingersoll’s talk ow
station WHAM, one of the twelve best in the country.

Mr. Lingham is arranging generous fees for these tal
and we are corresponding with all organizations for a
dresses by Mr. Ingersoll on his 1934 trip and expect
extend the engagements to three or four a day, in accor
ance with his policy of ‘‘mass production.” Cooperati
of all friends west of Utica is desired.

Our subsidiary National Tax Relief Association's acti
secretary, Mr. Gladwin Bouton, has sent letters to t
highest paid business executives to get funds and enlight
the business men. We have aroused much interest amo
them and they need only to be followed up to get th
cooperation. We are now mailing 1,000 more lette
personally signed by the president together with a str.
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pallot for those who are against the proposed interstate
tariff.

F Mr. Ingersoll is filing a petition for the Independent
Nomlnatlon for Governor of New Jersey for the fall elec-
fion and is formulating a platform of economic democracy
yhlch will be taxation of franchises, natural resources
ind land values.

| Mr. Ingersoll is to address the Economic Forum of the
sloane House led by Mr. Richards, March 21, and also the
Pinner Meeting of Mr. Ewing again at an early date, his
n'st talk bemg on his watches and this one to be on his
‘hobby, " the Single Tax.

Mr. Ingersoll has planned a course of thirteen popular
ectures, especially for Y. M. C. A’s. Mens Clubs and
*orums in which he will connect our philosophy with the
urrent political and economic muddle; this course he is
1ow offering after each 30-minute talk, in answering ques-
fons; we ask help in introducing the course. Following
re the titles.

1. Shall Our Christian Civilization Survive? 2. Does
t Depend on Democracy? 3. Claims of Socialism:—
nd of Monopolism. 4. Defects of Democracy; Per-
ection of Democracy. 5. Capitalism, Individualism,
he Profit System and the Machine Age. 6. Monopoly
!1e Corrupter and Absorber of Wealth. 8. Socializafion
ot Socialism. 9. “Render Unto Caesar, the things
hat are Caesars.” 10. ‘“Equal Rights to All, Special
frivileges to None.” 11. “The People Best Governed
Vho are Least Governed.” 12. The New Deal Set
tight: Social Income for Social Needs. 13. An Un-
imited Future for All of Humanity through Scientific
iconomics.

[F President Roosevelt and the present Congress had to

deal with a yellow fever epidemic what would they do?
iccording to the way they are dealing with the depression
hey would ignore the presence of mosquitoes but would
ass laws making it a crime for a yellow fever patient to
onvey the disease to another. They would order rouge
pplied to all sufferers to cure them of their yellowish
ppearance. And they would empower a commission to
X appropriate penalties for physicians who treated patients
1 ways other than those prescribed by the commission
o them to follow. When in spite of these measures the
pidemic would spread Congress would make the penalties
1ore severe.

HERBERT SPENCER says: ‘“Had we to deal with

the parties who originally robbed the human race
f its heritage, we might make short work of the matter.”
fVhy not make short work of the matter anyhow? For
fhis robbery is not like the robbery of a horse or a sum
§f money, that ceases with the act. It is a fresh and con-
§ nuous robbery, that goes on every day and every hour.

1 PROGRESS AND POVERTY.

Work in California

VEN though something may remain to be added at a

later date, it seems proper at this moment to give
your readers a resume of progress toward putting upon the
California ballot at the coming election the constitutional
amendment of which we have heretofore written and which
proposes as its principal features the abolition of the recent
California sales tax and progressive removal through a
period of five years of all taxation upon improvements
and tangible personal property, beginning with the aboli-
tion of taxation upon $1,00U of the assessed value of all
homestead improvements, taxation bemg transferred to
land values.

As I have before written, this proposition received the
endorsement last Fall of the California State Federation
of Labor, and initiative petitions have been prepared for
the placing of the amendment before the people at the
coming election. These have to receive 110,000 signa-
tures.

The campaign for signatures as well as for the general
support of the proposition has progresscd so far in the
northern part of the State rather more rapidly that in the
southern. The Central Labor Councils of San Francisco,
Oakland, Sacramento, Stockton. Fresno, Bakersfield, San
Jose, and other places, as well as the building trades coun-
cils, have specifically backed up the demands for the State
Federation and have pledged their support to the initia-
tive proposition. Unions in a large number of the smaller
towns of Northern California have taken like action. The
campaign for individual signatures is progressing as
rapidly as may be in all of these towns and many others
of the State.

In Southern California a partmularly active campalgn
has been inaugurated already in San Diego and is now
getting under way very rapidly in Los Angeles. A very
competent Speaker’s Bureau has been created, in charge
of Saul S. Klein, 311 Spring Street.

In every case where the labor organizations have been
asked to sustain the action of the State Federation they
have voted unanimously in favor of the proposition, and
have done so in a majority of instances at any rate, after
the proposition had been fully elucidated to them.

As there are in California at the present time not far
from 200,000 men and women in active membership in
the Unions, we have to begin with a formidable support.
The recent State Convention of the Socialist Party voted
unanimously to support this amendment, and its candi-
dates for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor are active
proponents. Two of the Democratic candidates are com-
mitted in itsfavor,and the same is true of a third possible
candidate. Half a dozen farmers’ clubs have unanimously
favored the amendment.

My personal experience leads me to believe that Cali-
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fornia is ripe for the move. In such individual canvass
as I have made, I have found a certain number of apolo-
gists, probably not exceeding five per cent, for the sales
tax, with a much less percentage of people who faver taxa-
tion of improvements and tangible personal property. Of
course, the number who will fight for present conditions
is very much larger than these figures would indicate, be-
cause my appeal has not been to those whom I knew in
advance would be opposed, and in addition, great pressure
may be brought to bear thereafter upon many now willing
to declare themselves against taxation of the objects
spoken of, Nevertheless, there is ample reason for believ-
ing that at the election a majority of the citizens of Cali-
fornia will vote for this immense forward step.

We have to confront the fact, of course, that our
opponents will be terribly bitter and use every social and
political power within their reach to defeat the proposi-
tion. Ewven at this stage, while we have still a long way
to go to secure a place upon the ballot, indications of this
feeling are manifest. The reactionaries of Los Angeles,
for instance, have declared the .measure to be a “‘fright-
ful menace,” as no doubt it is—to privilege. One of the
Los Angeles papers quotes Mr. Riley, the State Comp-
troller, and who is largely responsible for the sales tax,
speaking at a recent meeting in Los Angeles, as follows:

“Possibility that state taxes in California will fall short
of fiscal needs by about $75,000,000, a biennium was sug-
gested by Riley in case the initiative petition being cir-

culated for repeal of the sales tax and in favor of a single
tax should be successful.

“We are now faced with the prospect of having to com-
bat this most vicious proposition which is inimical to every
person living in California, whether he owns property
or not,” said Riley.

A confidential circular addressed to the building and
loan associations declares that ‘“The radical element in
the State Federation of Labor, and the radicals in all other
groups, have joined with the wealthy Fels-Naptha Soap
Estate Trust, working under its perpetual endowment
fund, to fasten Henry George’s Single Tax theory on the
people of California by an amendment of the state consti-
tution,”” and it later refers to this ‘‘vicious Single Tax
proposal.” It will probably be news to your readers to
find that after having been dead for twenty years, there
exists a Fels fund of any kind. But its ghost still seems
to walk. '

We know we will have the bitter opposition of the owners
of the very influential Los Angeles Times and of W. R,
Hearst, as these gentlemen between them own probably
not less than 2,000,000 acres of land in California. They
will fight a measure which will transfer at once a very
appreciable proportion of public charges back to them,
these charges now being paid by the necessitiesof the State.

We shall not underestimate the strength of the influences
which will be brought to bear against us, neither shall we
make the mistake of underestimating the natural and
logical strength of our own position, which we believe will

prevail, for after all, it is true that ‘‘Thrice armed is he
who hath his quarrel just.”

It is undoubtedly true that today, early in the campaign,
there are thousands of people who recognize that taxation
should be levied upon the only form of property that soci-
ety has a natural right to tax, that is to say, its own pro-
duction in the shape of land values. Heretofore they
have never given thought to the matter, but they now see
clearly what righteousness demands.

All this is not to say that we find it necessary to invoke
a large share of that philosophy which goes under the gen-
eral name of “‘Single Tax.”” We do not discuss the land]
question, save in the sense of which we have spoken. We
trouble ourselves with no academic discussions as to the
rightfulness or wrongfulness of interest. Our addresses
are strictly and solely to the justice of the proposition w
are laying before the people of California. Only to thi
extent does theory interest us. The beneficial results
to flow from the adoption of this specific measure are
easily made manifest to any man who is not too dumkb
or too interested to be reached by ordinary reason.

I am beginning to wonder whether the people who have
considered themselves in general sympathy with the funda-L
mentals involved in this contest and who live outside o
California have the slightest conception of the importanet
of the pending struggle. If we succeed, freedom of im
provements and freedom of production to the farmer, th}
mechanic and the merchant of California, will be assurec
within a very brief period. Never before has such aif
important campaign in local taxation existed in the Unitec
States, or in any other country. It directly affects ths
well-being of 6,000,000 people in a State which in area &
second in the United States. More persons, therefor
stand to be benefited than have profited by all the smalle
experiments of Australia, Canada, and elsewhere, to whicl
any reference may be made. The importance of th
struggle is further to be measured by the fact that ou
rate of taxation here is undoubtedly higher than in th
other jurisdictions of which I have spoken, and therefor
the contest becomes correspondingly increased in in;]
portance. {

The interest in the contest taken outside of Californit
as indicated by the results of such attention as LAND AN
FreepOM has heretofore given the matter is ridiculousl
unimportant. Up to date, I have received three sympz
thetic letters from readers of LAND AND FREEDOM, and
total of $7.00 cash, and Mr. George W. Patterson, tl':
president for Southern California, has received nothing
It is, however, to be borne in mind that my suggestion ¢
the necessity of aid has not yet been a pronounced on
but as the contest grows I shall call upon all friends fc
help.

I have indicated heretofore that we would need assi
tance in the way of speakers, but any assistance of th!
kind can only be of real value if those rendering it confi
themselves to the lines of which I have spoken. We hayv
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o time to discuss what we may call academic principles,
r to paint undue roseate pictures, which have no place
this practical campaign. We must always keep “our
eve on the ball,” as the golf players say, and that ball is
‘our constitutional amendment as supported by the Cali-
Eomia State Federation of Labor.
Jackson H. RALSTON.

| News From Alaska

HE conditions in Alaska may be briefly summarized

as follows: The Alaska interior is a one industry

Id mining. It is estimated that there are 25,000 gold

mining claims in the territory free of taxes. Only a small

ercentage of these claims are being worked. A large

majority are held speculatively. Most of them have been

cquired fraudulently and are held so. They comprise
all the known auriferous area.

| The government has spent over one hundred million
dollars in the construction of roads, railroads, trails, etc.,
ince 1913. This expenditure has not and is not assisting
the development expected. The value contributed by
these projects has been absorbed in speculative values.
' One obstacle to use is being substituted by another.
Because of low tonnage, and because the adjacent areas
are held out of use, high freight and passenger rates re-
gult. This of course penalizes the genuine developer.
!t is stated that the railroads have not paid in the sense
at the operating costs exceed the revenues. They have
ot ‘‘paid" because the real values they create have
escaped into private pockets.

Because of the high freight rates caused by the above
conditions an uneconomic competition by automobile
fand airplane has resulted, tending to further diminish
tonnage. As a result a system of tolls on the highways
is being installed. Thus a vicious circle against develop-
ment is being instituted, so that a few speculative holders

can charge through their holdings for governmental facili-
iMties. This condition is being aggravated by the recent
crease in the value of gold. Claims are jumping rapidly.
he whole country is being ‘‘staked” illegally and with-
t ‘‘discovery."” A certain fool in Congress with the
Ip of Burton K. Wheeler, has removed the '‘assessment
rk" provision, the last vestige of the pioneer require-
ent, that a man could not hold land without using it.
his because, as one Senator has put it, ‘‘the owners are
r men,'' and ‘'this is all they have,” etc. A fool form
charity that creates the very unemployment the N.R.A.
is designed to relieve! It is a crime to hoard gold in banks
ut apparently it is a virtue to hoard it in the ground.
I course, the latter is more vicious as it creates unem-
ployment.

As a partial solution of this mess I am proposing that
area 120 miles wide having 60 miles of such wealth on

either side of the center line of the Alaskan R.R. and the
road system, be called a transportation zone and within
that area all unused gold claims be taxed $2.00 an acre
annually, all base metal claims $1.00 an acre, and all
agricultural claims ten cents an acre. Also that all pay-
ments made by purchase of existing development agen-
cies be taxed ten per cent and also all royalties received.
All funds thus realized to be applied to reduction of freight
rates, the construction of roads, etc. I am confident that
the solution, imperfect as I know it to be, is practical, and
will result in the opening up of the country.

Most of the right thinking people of the territory are
cognizant of existing conditions but are afraid to tackle
them. As an illustration, last winter I succeeded in con-
vincing the Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce, and the
president of the Alaskan College, of the soundness of my
position. A memorial was drawn up and submitted to
the Alaskan legislature, but they were scared to death.

It is difficult to do anything from here. It must be
presented to Congress through the President’s advisers.
I am not financially equipped to do it myself. But I am
confident that Frederick C. Howe might be able to do
something.

Alaska presents a great field for our philosophy and
there-is a crying need for immediate action. If any of
your readers can place me in contact with any one that
can be of service it would be a great help.

DonaALp MACDONALD.

Statement of .
Mr. Harry Weinberger
AT PUBLIC HEARING ON THE N. R. A., WASHINGTON, D.C.

SAT here this morning and heard labor representatives talk about

$13.50 a week, and when I heard the Upholsterers’ Union say
that they were getting $13.50, a minimum wage, which was now the
maximum, and that they had twenty-five weeks of work a year, and
then when I went out for lunch and read in the newspapers about
the million dollar salaries that certain industries give to certain offi-
cers because they happen to be in the position where they can mulct
the public, I wondered whether I was really living in a democracy
where the people of the United States in reality aresupposed to con-
trol the government. I wondered why it was that, having the richest
country in the world, we still seemed unable to give human beings
sufficient money to have what we used to call the American standard
of living.

I came down here today, not as a representative of labor, but just
as part of the public, because I felt that the N. R. A. seemed to be
barking up the wrong tree. The N. R. A. has gone on the basis
that we in America here are suffering from overproduction, that the
things that we have got to do is to cut down the number of hours,
cut down the use of machinery, take land out of use, pay farmers for
doing nothing, and think that that was going to solve our problems.

America is not suffering from overproduction. American people
are suffering from underconsumption. America can not buy the
things that they can produce. With all of the natural wealth from
coast to coast, with all of the improvements of machinery, with all
of the inventions of science, we can still have men come here and,
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like that song, ‘‘Please, Mister, give me a dime,” think that the N.
R. A. is doing something for them.

What is it that makes us go on in such a manner that all of the
philosophy of life, all of the economics that we once were taught, all
of the simple rules of two plus two makes four,—why is it that we
have thrown it all out of the window, and have listened to the N. R.
A.,as if that were a new Moses to take us out of the land of bondage,
when, as a matter of fact, all they are giving us are beautiful words.

Do not think, now, however, that I do not understand that the
President of the United States and General Johnson and the N. R.
A. have a difficult problem. I know it. For their ideals and the
things that they are trying to do, I honor them, but I believe that
fundamentally they are wrong when they think that the solution
of American problems is to reduce the production of goods, destroy
pigs, destroy wheat, put cotton underneath the plow and turn it
under, which even the mules down South have refused to do, because
they were always taught, in going up the furrow, to step over the
plants. )

Many of the economists here in Washington have been talking
about overproduction. That fallacious point of view, that short-
sightedness, is like the marvelous description in one of the old fables
about a king who had a wonderful costume made and every body said
how beautiful and wonderful it was, because “only the good were
supposed to be able to see it. Suddenly a child said ‘“Why, the King
is naked.” We need the eyes of a child today to look at our eco-
nomic situation,trying not to be smart, but trying to understand that
there can be no overproduction; there is only underconsumption. We
have wonderful machinery making two much clothing so that millions
are without clothes and without jobs. We have agriculture that
produces so much wheat and corn and fruits and vegetables that
millions have to go hungry; we have so many houses so that millions
are homeless. There is no limit to human consumptive power; there
is only underconsumption caused by inability to purchase, and the
question is how or why.

The most that I can possibly do in my few minutes isdrop a thought
in your mind that may grow and lead you to investigate and find out
whether, if you took all taxes off industry, if you took all taxes off
buildings and put them upon the bare rental value of the ground,
a community-created value amply sufficient for community needs
it would not create more jobs—create more jobs than men. When
you have more jobs than men, wages go up, and you don't have to
say, “Please, Mister, give me a dime,” and you don't have to say
“$13.50 is the maximum or minimum salary for men for support of
a family. When you have more jobs than men, wages go up, and
the consumption power and the demand for goodsand food is increased.
By employing the unemployed, you produce more goeds and under
the law of supply and demand prices will be normal and not abnor-
mal, neither too high nor too low.

In New York City, and the same is true of other cities, every time
they build a new subway or propose to build a new subway,—we had
a man here asking for $25,000,000 this afternoon, to finish the sub-
way in the City of New York,—every time they build a bridge, every
time science creates a new and better form of living, every time popu-
lation increases, the individual who gets the most benefit is the one
who owns the bare land, but who did not create it.

When we had a tremendous housing shortage in New York City,
it was proposed that all houses built within a certain period would be
tax-exempt for ten years; that law of exemption of houses from tax-
ation was passed, Thousands of houses were built, the housing
shortage was solved, hundreds of thousands of people were given jobs
directly and indirectly, and rents came down.

1 know it is claimed that the N. R. A. is an emergency measure;
that is what was said at first. Now there is talk of making it per-
manent. At first it was hinted that there would be a licensing of the
press and then when a furor was raised, that feeler was withdrawn,

If it is an emergency measure we must have, we should not cut down
the production of food and clothing and shelter to raise prices by
making a scarcity. We might also say we will use the army in this
emergency instead of for war and defense only; we might say we will
turn the army loose, with its army kitchens to feed the hungry, and
use the armories for men and women to atleast keep warm;use army
engineers to supervise C. W. A, workers, many of whom seem to be
making holes in the ocean, or sweeping back the waves, as far as ef-
fective work is concerned. Use the C. W. A. workers for areal con-
structive work in line with their ability and training.

Now we have more and more taxes; every kind of tax that the
ingenuity of man can devise. I am not going into the question of
whether the N. R. A, is wiping out the little fellow, the little pro
ducer, but I am definitely opposed to doing away with the anti-trus
laws and allowing monopolies under any excuse, as the history o
this country too often has shown that the owners of monopolies, like
public utilities and the railroads in the past, control the controllers
instead of being controlled.

Historian, scientists and economists, tell you that in the pioneeT
form of society you did not have unemployment. That only if nature
failed did you have starvation. That is the very thing that our com;
plicated form of society stops us from seeing. 1f a savage, if a pioneer|
in a new country, without the help of civilization and machinery
can produce enough commodities to support. himself and his family]
and by exchange have all he needs, where does the tremendous increas
of products go to when science teaches man how to turn out by th
millions things that man could not do with his bare hands?

There stands progress, under our civilization, like a glorified monu
ment, but in its shadow also stands slinking dangerous poverty, claw
ing at its foundations and threatening to overthrow it. It is th
riddle which the sphinx of fate puts to our civilization.

Every nation of the world is facing this problem so it cannot be th
form of government we live under. Luckily, under our form of goy
ernment, economic changes can be made without losing our liberty

Why, every few years, should the ability of the community to bu
and consume the products produced cease? Can it be that the caus
of it all is the increasing value of land caused by increasing popul;
tion and advance of civilization, causing higher and higher rent
leaving less money in the pockets of the producers to buy the con
modities produced, leaving less return on capital invested?

Recurring depressions, recurring panics, must be prevented fi
the future, by society taking the full rental value of the bare groun:
removing all other taxes from industry and improvements on lam
all of which will force all land, including farm land, inte its fulle
economic use, and thus will create more jobs than men, Wages Wi
go up and the cost of living will come down and involuntary uner
ployment will cease in the land.

One would think, to hear the N. R. A. orators, including Gener
Johnson and Mr. Richberg, that this depression, closed banks, for
closed mortgages, and unemployment, are new in the history of o
country. The history of other panics and depressions shows all t)
same manifestations. They are all described in a book known
“ Progress and Poverty," by Henry George, and in that book is giv.
the cause and the cure. If you overlook the date on that book, pu
lished in 1879, you will imagine it was written yesterday to ma
a morning edition of the newspapers. 1f you read Henry Georg:
speech entitled “The Crime of Poverty,” published in 1885, a:
overlook the date, you will imagine it was delivered this morni
because it takes up the same socalled overproduction, the same v
employment, the same question of free trade or tariff, and in th
speech Henry George pointed, in his opinion and in mine, a way o

Three million people additionally employed, said General John
Eleven million unemployed, says Mr. Green of the American Fed
ation of Labor. What is it? In the greatest country in the wor
as far as natural resources are concerned, why is it that, as you p
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through the country you see thousands of acres of land, absolutely
linused, and the people unable to use it, to raise anything on it, and
fgey tell us thisis allnew. Go back and see all of the other panics of
‘he past.
|All over the country today we are hearing about slum clearance
[tnd the taking of millions of dollars of the people's mcney to do it.

eshould have slumclearance. Butwhathappens when the city, state,
l nation begins to buy land? The priceis run up and the land specu-
.;;tors are relieved of their land at high prices, or the owners of the
”Ind get rid of white elephants, all at the expense of the people.

3 When you build great roads or great improvements like the Boulder
am, or when you build a great bridge like the George Washington
ridge in the city of New York, or the proposed Tri-Boro Bridge,
osting millions of dollars, all the land, in and around the improve-
nent, goes up in value because of this expenditure of money by the
jovernment, and those who desire thereafter to use the land or buy
L piece of land for a home, an apartment house, factory, et cetera,
ind they cannot afford to buy it and you have what you have in New
lersey—miles of land in and around the end of the George Washing-
‘on Bridge with very few buildings being erected, because the land
8 being held out of use for a further rise in value—that value created
3y the community or the community’s money or the growth of popu-
_a.thl.'l. iy

In the City of New York, the new School for Social Research

nted to build a building on Twelfth Street, and they paid two
wndred thousand dollars for the mere fee of the land on which to
wect the building. No one produced that land—no one except the
?ommunity produced the value of that land, yet someone pocketed
Wo hundred thousand dollars. The Wendel home on Fifth Avenue
ind Thirty-Ninth Street, with its dog-yard, has been going up in
ralue and some day someone will pay millions for it and put up a sky-
{leraper. The Wendels never lifted a finger to create that value.
|/ In New York City we have land value and improvement value
| eparate on our tax rolls. The land value of the City of New York
| . given as nine billion dollars; the improvement value is about the
i . The community created that value of the land, and yet we
lermit the owners of the land to take the full rental value less taxes
sefore either capital or labor can get any return on its investment
)r on its labor.

The Mayor of New York states the city is bankrupt, and yet if the
ity should put a one per cent additional tax on the land value of
he City of New York, it would give to the city ninety million dollars
dditional revenue, and that land could not run away as the stock
srokers and bankers threatened when in the last administration addi-
ional taxes were proposed.

If we had the best police department, the best fire department, the
1est schools and the cleanest streets, the best water, the best theatres,
Ile best roads, as we now have a Mayor who seems as good as our
idd Mayor Gaynor of years ago, we would have an influx of people
gato the City of New York, because it would be a better place to live
n and do business in and there would be an increase in value of the
Tound, and higher rents.  If one million people move into the City
f New York tomorrow, the value of the land and rents would go up
remendously, caused by the community having increased in popu-
ation. And yet those values or a return on them are allowed to be
aken by the owners of the land or speculators in land.

: Mr. Chairman, my feelings about the N.R.A. is not that the pur-
0Oses are not good, not that the men who are trying to enforce it are
t trying to move in the right direction, but any thought that what
ve need to dayis to cut down production instead of having a better
stribution of wealth is wrong; my feeling is to let all machinery be
sed to the fullest, and let men work as long as they want to, com-
ensurate with what is good for human beings, protecting them to
he extent where they need protection, where they can not protect
hemselves by labor unions or voluntary cooperation. Increase pro-

duction, but for Heaven's sake stop the private taking of the
community-created value of farm lands and other lands, and also
the value added by public improvements that the United States and
local governments make. Take that community-created value by
taxing the full rental value of the land, without considering the im-
provements.

I feel, Mr. Chairman, that that is the crux in the entire situation,
not overproduction, but underconsumption. That is where, it seems
to me, the “brain trust,” down here in Washington, has really be-
come ‘‘brain dust” and not a “brain trust.”

We want America to produce; we want men to be able to stand up
and not come down to Washington with their hats in their hands
asking a minimum of §$13.50 a week, with twenty-five weeks of em-
ployment a year.

Where are these Americans that, once upon a time, established a
government, a government of free men on this soil? $13.50 should be
marked as an epitaph on the graves of those Americans who can not
live on $13.50, and remain free men.

Youth of America News

T the last meeting of the Central Council, the Presi-
dent, Walter Hecht, Jr., tendered his resignation,
giving as his reasons a shortage of time available for the
work to be done. His employment demands the greatest
amount of his time—page Mr. Johnson and the Blue Eagle.
His re ignation was unanimously rejected with a vcte
of complete confidence and his lack of time objection was
answered by the election of N. Newstad Epstein as execu-
tive secretary. He is to devote full time to his duties,
his first being to secure an office for a permanent head-
quarters for the Youth of America.

The Chicago setup is very strong (on paper), since its
council boasts as its members officers of the Student-
Citizen Federation, University Student’s Club, Evanston
Alliance and several others. Such a group sits in an envi-
able position because of its educational reform programme,
for the matter of schools and education will be of prime
importance here this coming year.

1934—A SUPER-YEAR OF PROGRESS IN CHICAGO

With this as a slogan—timely following our celebra-
tion of a Century of Progress—we plan to call together
the heads of important groups, tax associations, organiza-
tions such as the Citizen’s Committee on Public Expendi-
tures, Civic Federation and all other groups apparently
bent upon civic reform, yet appearing to be devoid of
political ambition. The Youth of America, representing
several thousand Chicago and surbuban young men and
women, will sponsor the programme and act as a clearing
house of ideas.

A meeting will be called of these heads of the various
organizations. Each will have been instructed to bring
a ten-point programme of achievable objects. This pur-
pose will again be outlined at the meeting by some man
such as Dr. Robert Maynard Hutchins, President of the
University of Chicago (available at this writing), and
other highly respected citizens of non-political fame may
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speak. A committee will be appointed to draft a ten-
point programme of achievable objects.

Then the method of procedure which will consist of:

Enrollment of a corps of speakers who will talk before
churches, women’s clubs, parent-teachers associations,
etc. Speaking dates to be arranged and schedules planned
by the clearing house (Youth of America). These speakers
will find entry where recognized politicians fear to tread.

The heads of each group represented will be expected
to educate their organizations to the programme and
enlist active sympathy.

Preston Bradley and other men who have promised
aid and impetus to the Youth of America will be called
upon to keep their promises by advocating this programme
of unified effort.

The Youth of America will prepare a series of radio
dramatizations of the programme. Space on the air is
gratis to the Youth of America whereas a political club
generally pays plenty for its publicity.

The Youth of America can supply a2 young precinct
captain for each square block in the city after this gets
started, and proceed Tammany-wise to visit every house-
hold and discuss the policy.

The best mailing lists in the city will be secured, and
by calling upon each representative group to pay a por-
tion of the mailing expense of the organization, a pretty
good coverage can be anticipated.

No representative improvement club or other associa-
tion will be called upon to contribute anything but service
and time. The only exception being the mailing of litera-
ture and printing expenses which they themselves will
mail out to those with whom they may have influence.
This literature will be prepared by the clearing house.

Accepting the sound psychological fact that doing some-
thing for nothing strikes the fancy of none, we intend to
proceed with the belief that the heads of most of these
organizations are constantly on the lookout for work that
will keep their organizations busy—and keep themselves
in the limelight and in office. Young men and women
in the high schools and colleges are filled with sufficient
idealism to work for nothing but glory—they don’t have
to be promised anything. As for the speakers—everyone
likes to speak, and if supplied with an audience will jump
at the chance. If supplied with a topic so much the better.

The name, Youth of America, loosely refers to a group
of co-ordinating youth groups throughout the country
and to councils already forming in various cities composed
of members from already organized youth clubs and
leagues. It has a national recovery platform which repre-
sents a middle course between socialism and rampant
monopolistic-capitalism. It offers real capitalism; has a
suffrage plank calling for the enfranchisement of eighteen-
year-olds; educational programme outlined on authority
of Dr. Hutchins (already mentioned); peace plank and
others yet dearer to the heart of the Georgist.

Effort so far has been local in nature, yet inquiries pour

" tion is distracted and effort divided by schemes of refor:

in from the four corners of the nation. Its naticnal plat-
form is rarely made an issue—time enough for that.
Although loosely organized at present, The Youth of
America is the largest non-political group in the city. It
is young enough not to have made any serious mistakes
or enemies. Its hands are clean. People may laugh at
the “idealism of youth,” but they have faith in the sin-
cerity of purpose that it connotes. Few will suspect youth
of ulterior motives or trickery. In truth, the Youth of
America is absolutely sincere in respect to this programme
with a purpose. Every member will supply time and effort
and none will receive monetary recompense with the excep-
tion of a secretary who will devote his entire time to the
job. Ricuarp E. HowE.

Work in Washington, D. C.

HE Civics and Equity League has just concluded a

series of Sunday afternoon radio talks over its station
WOL, by Joseph B. Chamberlain, of Kensington, Md.|
beginning with a Woodrow Wilson birthday memorial
address, in which the most forward-looking of that Presi-
dent’s utterances were quoted.

In harmony with Henry George's assertion that ‘“‘unless
a cause can be presented as a question of right and wrong,
it cannot provoke discussion or excite the many to action,’;
the emphasis in each address was placed upon the mor 53
rather than the economic aspect of the subject; but, whlle
the word ‘'Single Tax' was not used, there was the posx4
tive reiteration, in varied forms, of the fact that the renta
value of land belongs to society, and the persistent sug
gestion throughout the addresses, that the land questior
is fundamental and lies at the root of all present-day eco
nomic problems.

Among the topics announced were ‘‘The Iniquity o
Civilization,”’ “A Code of Economic Ethics,” “Radicalisn
versus Conservatism,’” ‘“The Radical Remedy for C]‘lroml
Economic Ills,” *“The Gospel According to Abrahan
Lincoln,” and ‘“The Gospel According to Ralph Wald
Emerson."”

The number of comments—mostly favorable—receive
by the station indicates that Mr. Chamberlain’s programm
did not lack listeners, and he is to be congratulated on hi
success in thus getting his message across The Smgl
Taxers of Washington are hoping that a “return engag
ment’’ may be arranged for later in the season.

GERTRUDE E. MACKENZIE.

IT requires reflection to see that manifold effects res
from a single cause, and that the remedy for a multltu
of evils may lie in one simple reform. But atter

which though they may be good in themselves are, w1t
reference to the great end to be attained, either madequag

or super-adequate.
“Protection or Free Trade,” Chap. XXVIII.
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- Keeping Step With Progress

FOOLISH RESTRICTIONS

It is unemployment or fear of unemployment which creates the de-
nd for most of the foolish restrictions which are today proposed
industry. These restrictions are not in any way a cure for unems-
ent and their advocacy indicates a complete failure to understand
cause of unemployment. For this we must look closely to the
damentals of our institutions, and if we do so, we shall find it in
r faulty system of land tenure.

We are now requiring the owners of land to pay very little in taxes
long as the land is not built upon or improved. On the other hand
enever the land is utilized for industry or home purposes, we add
es on the improvements and on the profits obtained from them.
this way throughout the country we are directly discouraging the
$ployment of capital and labor by the heavy taxes on such employ-

nt, while at the same time we are encouraging the practice of with-

Iding land from use for speculative purposes, and thus indirectly
discouraging the employment of capital and labor. The lower the

es on the land itself, the more readily can speculators withhold it
[ m the use of industry and can thus force ind ustry to pay high prices
or hlgh rents to secure its use.

In the years just prior to the big depression, industry was paying

igher and higher speculative prices or rents for the use of land, and
is burden combined with the heavy burden of taxation, finally made
industry so unstable that collapse was bound to follow. Now that
land prices have been largely deflated, it is possible for new business
éhterpnses, or for old ones which have adjusted themselves, to go ahead
wnth a prospect of profit, and hence they are able to give increasing
employment to labor.

I What is needed now is to encourage industry to the utmost and thus
absorb the unemployed workers. This can be done by the removal
QY restrictions and taxes on the buildings, machinery, merchandise
and operations of industry, and by increasing the taxes on the mere

ership of land so as to kill the practice of speculation in the first
requisite of industry, namely the land upon which to do business.
Joun S. CopMAN in Ml and Factory for January

THE ENCLAVIAL MOVEMENT

May I begin with a personal explanation? 1 am not here to try to
persuade persons to believe in the doctrines of Henry George. T ac-
knowledge that that is a great and glorious mission, but I do not happen
to be on it. T leave that to the other speakers. I address myself to
believers. I am to give a chronicle of the progress of the movement
for emancipation, which, though loaded with figures and other state-
ments of fact, will not seem dull to them, for it shows a successful pro-
gress in what they hold most dear. The unbelievers I hope will be
very patient with me.

I have a friend, who, when he first heard of enclaves, used to consider

as a small measure of Single Tax. Nowadays, having become
wiser, he speaks of them as a large measure of Single Tax on a small
wale. That is my attitude. I find great satisfaction in the results
ictually obtained.
- But the movement is even more than economic. It is essentially
‘eligious, for it is the embodiment of the verse in the Lord’s prayer,
Thy will be done on earth as itisin Heaven, and represents the brother-
100d of man and hence the fatherhood of God. So far as this country
s concerned this movement began with the foundation of the enclave
of Fairhope in Alabama in 1895. That was the great work of Ernest
B. Gaston, who ishere with us today. Thelatest enclave is the enclave
of Wall Hill, Miss., in 1932. These areas have advanced, in the last
‘en years in nnmber from nine to fifteen, in area from ten square miles
0929 (or 74% of the area of Rhode Island); in population from 1100
0 12,000; in rent from $24,000 to $156,000; and from eight states and
' 1ations have spread themselves into twelve.

Ten of the enclaves are in the United States and havean area of 5831
acres and a rent of upwards of $80,000.
—From address of FiskE WaRREN at Henry George Congress in
Saturday, Harvard, Mass.

PROF. PAUL PASSY ON GEORGEAN SOCIALISM

Some readers of /'Espoir have been interested by my July article,
“Fustice First,” and by the allusions contained therein to the theories
of Henry George. So much so that they have asked me to tell them
more about this subject. I am more than willing to do this, except that
I cannot.say much in a short article.

The writings of Henry George are not accessible to every one.
His principal work, *“Progress and Poverty,” has indeed been
translated into French, but it is a very large volume demanding time
and thought. I am, however, very shortly going to publish a
translation of his Open Letter to Pope Leo XIII (a reply to the en-
cyclical Rerum Novarum). It is easy to read and at the same time
is explicit and of compelling interest.

Meanwhile here is a short resume of the system:

The main principle is that natural resources, or that which is the
product of the labor of an unknown and unrecognized multitude,
should belong to the community. On the other hand, the product of
the labor of an individual should belong wholly to the individual that
produced it. Society must see to it that these principles be enforced.

(One can see by this that Georgism is really socialistic—be it
said without offense to most of its devotees.)

But how can Society make sure that these principles be carried out?
Here is the plan—Natural resources mean the earth, that inexhaustible
reservoir, which every man has to use, directly or indirectly, in order
to work. The value of land, nothing to begin with, grows with the
development of society, in other words, through the agency of an anony-
mous and unknown multitude. Wherefore that value must telong
to the community. The community collects that value by levying on
the land, the bare land regardless of any improvements made upon
it, a tax equal to the economic rent of that land, that is, what its site
value is worth. Hence only those have an interest to hold land who
wish to use it for their work,

For example, a piece of land in Champagne worth 500 francs a hec-
tare would be taxed 25 francs. Onesquare meter of land in Paris worth
10,000 francs would be taxed 500 francs,which would mean five mil-
lions a hectare.

The money supplied by this tax is used for the benefit of the commu-
nity, and this one tax takes the place of all other taxes—taxes which
Henry George calls sheer robbery. Hence the name Single Taxers is
frequently applied to Georgists.

Henry George and his followers believe, with strong reasons to sup-
port them, that this one reform would completely stop land exploita-
tion and speculation, and would bury foul capitalism once for all.

I myself am not a docile disciple of Henry George any more than I
am of Proudhon, Malon, or Marx. [ am not entirely sure that Georg-
ism, even rigorously applied,isall that isnecessary without supplemen-
tary measures to attain the goal of an equal access for everyone to
natural resources. Qther questions spring up in one's mind. The
tax is levied “for the benefit of the community,”—What community?
The town, city, county, state, nation or the world? Would there be
a distribution, and, if so, following what principles?

However these reservations and one or two others do not prevent
me from saying that Georgism attracts me more than any other form
of socialism. I see several advantages in it.

1. TItis Libertarian, exactly the contrary of state socialism. There
is no bureaucracy, no central organization as in Russia. Far from
that, it would allow of a heavy reduction in the number of office holders
and functionaries, for the value of land is the easiest thing to estimate
and would therefore need the fewest experts, and fraud, one might say,
would be impossible.

2, It would be practicable immediately. There would be no need
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to wait for an international agreement before starting. A nation could
inaugurate it at once. (That is what should be tempting to our right-
wing socialists). Even better it could be tried on a small scale; that
is what they are now doing in Australia, and what our friend Warren,
with such splendid energy, is doing in his enclaves.

3. Although profoundly revolutionary in its essence, Georgism
could be started with a minimum of disturbance, for practically all
that needs to be done is to change the manner of taxation. One could
even do it in easy stages: for instance, start in by levying only a quar-
ter of the economic rent, at the same time suppressing a corresponding
quantity of other taxes (this is essential); the next year levy half, and
so on.

But what pleases me more than anything else about Georgism is the
spirit that animatesit. Thisspiritisan eager, flaming claim for justice.
It doesn't concern itself whether the present system makes for a
social revolution or not as do the Marxists, What it does say is that
the present system is unjust, and, since it is, it must be overthrown.
To be replaced by what? By the natural order of things which capi-
talism has been desecrating with sacrilegious hands. In fact, far from
seeing capitalism as a normal stage in revolution, Henry George sees it
as “an evil resisting the benevolent intentions of the Creator.”” (The
phrase of Monsignor Nulty, the Bishop of Meath, in Ireland, but
which Henry George thoroughly accepts.)

I have now given good reasons including especially to Christian
socialists, for a further study of Henry George, and I commend them
to his Letter to the Pope, which I hope everyone will wish to read.

(Note: When Prof. Passy uses the word capitalism, he means what
followers of Henry George in America usually describe as monopoly.)

From L'Espoir du Monde translated by Marjorie Warren Whitman
in Safurday, Howard, Mass.

ILLUSIONARY PROSPERITY THROUGH SCARCITY

What is the main prmc1ple running through the government's agri-
cultural policy?

Stripped of all camouflage, it is simply that, faced with starvation
in the midst of plenty, it proposes to remedy matters by abolishing
plenty.

Protection, quotas, restriction or prohibition of imports, are all plain
devices to restrict supplies and create scarcity, while the marketing
schemes make no provision whatever for better marketing, increasing
efficiency, reducing the costs of distribution, preventing rises in rent,
or increasing wages.

Take the potato scheme. It simply aims at reducing supplies and
incidentally gives the Potato Board powers to forbid anyone becom-
ing a potato merchant and to forbid a farmer selling direct to a re-
tailer, or even to a consumer,

The upshot of it all will be to create a vested interest in the form of
a close corporation of potato merchants, entry to whose ranks can
only be accomplished by buying a partnership, while the right to grow
potatoes will be jealously guarded by a fine of £5 per acre for every
new acre.

In none of the government schemes is any mention made of rent or
wages. Yet the policy is put forward to help agriculture, and the only
people engaged in agriculture are left unprotected against rack rent
and sweated labor.

* * * *® *

All through history it has been high rents and not low prices that
have caused farming depression. From 1775 to 1795 farmers throve
well enough, with wheat about 46s., yet in 1804 we find a commission
reporting that agriculture would be ruined unless the price of wheat
exceeded 70s.

Why? The answer was that rents had more than doubled. From
1795 to 1815 Scottish rents had risen from about two millions to over
five millions a year. Farmers were ruined and workers were on Poor
Law relief. Wheat rose 80 per cent. and poor rates rose 50 per cent.,
while rents rose 150 per cent.

One wonders if any of the advocates of the Government's policy
of crazy price-raising ever think of what actually happens when
agricultural prices rise fictitiously.

It happened after the war, yet it seems all forgotten.

When prices rise the competition for farms at once increases and
rents and prices offered by the wildest speculators and optimists rul¢
the market. The prudent farmer is compelled to accept these values
under the threat of “Pay or Quit.”

ArTHUR R. McDoucGAL in London Daily Herald.

DOES NOT BELIEVE IN TAXES

1 frequently receive letters of criticism from readers who after al
these years have not developed the picture I have tried to paint ol
my personal economic philosophy.

I am an individualist and I do not recognize the right of the stats
to dictate to me in my private affairs so long as those affairs do no!
impose on the freedom of my fellows.

I do not believe in tariffs, in taxes, in enforced labor, or enforcet
idleness.

I hold that there is enough natural resources on this earth to pro
vide a good living for every human being on the earth and I hold tha
the private monopoly of land is the sole reason for the ills that bese
civilization.

I do not regard money as wealth, and I hold that the man who fron
the earth produces wealth is entitled to ALL the wealth he produce

I hold that the user of the land should pay to the government a:
annual rental, say one-fifth the value of the land, but that he shoul
pay no taxes on his chattels, tools, house, store building, factory ¢
other improvement,

I am against state bureaucracy and therefore am just as muc
opposed to state socialism as I am to state communism. I am jus
as thoroughly against Hitlerism and Mussolinism as I am againstc
state capitalism ruled by the house of Morgan. {

Fifty years ago it is to be doubted if there were fifty men on eart
who held to the above philosophy of economics. Today there ai
hundreds of thousands of men who so believe and the adherents {
this philosophy are increasing in greater numbers each year than tt
adherents of any other theory.

The co-operative commonwealth, with all natural resources he
forever for all the people, is the only way out—at least that has bet
my notion for years and all my reading and inspection of affairs mere
makes stronger my adherence to this cause of human freedom.

HiLt BiLLy, columnist in the Seattle Star.

SHOULD HAVE BEEN DONE LONG AGO

A fruitful and fair means of increasing the resources of the Sta
and of the municipalities may be found in a measure which we leer'
have advocated for many a long day past—the taxation of land valu
—(cheers),—the recovery for the community of the values that a
created by mere growth of populatlon That should have been do
long ago. It would have brought in, had it been done, an aboundL
revenue today for the lessening of our rates and taxes. It has 1
been done because of the successful resistance of the Conservati
party, and it is now for us to see that that resistance is overcome,

SirR HERBERT SAMUEL as reported in Manchester Guardian,

OF THE FIRST MAGNITUDE

The taxation of land values is not a new item in Liberal policy, t
it has lost none of its importance as a proposal of the first magmtu-
London Spectataf

PRELUDE TO ANOTHER DEPRESSION

The Mortgage Guarantee Company of Los Angeles today wi
drew its San Joaquin Valley ranch holdings from the market w
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he object of readjusting prices to a higher level in anticipation of a
;hcontinued upward price trend in agricultural lands.

H. L. Richmond of Fresno, district manager, said his firm is confi-
l‘@nt ranch properties, particularly vineyards, will increase in value
n the next several months.

FRichmond said the company’s holdings in the valley total about
0,000 acres of which 20,000 acres is in a single block in the Tulare
ke wheat area.

'Holdings of the Mortgage Guarantee Associates, an affiliate of the
suarantee Company, also will be marked up in price.

i Fresno (Calif.} Bee

HIGH LAND VALUES INCREASE COSTS

' Between 1906 and 1932 the area of the City of Toronto was in-

(eased 44%, During the same period land values of Toronto in-
reased as follows:

L e == s = o = 0 asccmcosnnss 865,410,655
| AT 2 o g o oSN 290,787,500

TEEE L Ly o no o Or NP 385,514,568

These increased land values simply mean that the comparatively
tw people and firms who own three-quarters of the total land values
f Toronto are able to charge the public several hundred per cent.
1ore for the use of the land than they could in 1906. These increases
ave helped to increase the spread in the price of milk as well as of
xnny other farm products. The concealed charges upon business
ﬁat arise from this cause are much greater than is realized.

| The largest item of expense distributors have to meet is that of
(ages In order that their employees may pay the high rentals
'hlch prevail in cities, the distributors have to pay them higher wages

\an they otherwise would. Very few people know, for instance,
at a milk driver, receiving a wage of, say, $1,200 a year, pays out
ver one-third of all he earns to settle rents in one form or another.
ine rental of his own home would probably be around $360.00 a year,
ut, added to the cost of every pound of meat, loaf of bread, suit of
Iothes, and ton of coal he buys, are the rental charges of the retailers
u,d wholesalers and railway companies which handle these goods
n the high-costing city land. These charges are concealed in the

‘ages which the milk distributors pay their employees and are not
isclosed in such investigations as have been conducted in the past.
The same is true of the tariff. The cost of erecting a plant for the
istribution of milk is probably 209, to 25% greater than it would be
ecause of the tariff charges added on to the cost of practically every-
1ing that enters into the construction of the building. This is true
['so of the equipment used in the operation of the plant. For in-
‘ance, approximately $400.00 in tariff charges are added to the cost
f a $1,00000 truck. Thus a large firm operating twenty trucks
ays out about $8,000 tariff charges on those trucks alone. This has
3y be added to the price of milk and increases the spread. Again,
1e employees have to be paid wages that will enable them to pay
1% concealed tariff charges on practically all the goods they buy.

e public has little or no conception of how vastly the spread is
icreased by these two factors.

Farmand Dairy is not opposed to further investigations of the spread
lthe price of farm products. But, if any more are held they should
ive the attention to these two factors that their importance requires.
fe doubt if the government at Toronto and Ottawa will want to
ir up the effect of the tariff on the spread, but unless they investi-
ite it any investigationss they conduct will be as fruitless as all
revious investigations that have been held over a period of many
zars.— Editorial Farm end Dairy, Peterborough, Can.

GOING TO THE ROOT

Chambers' Weekly is a Single Tax paper. We know how to cure
i¢ depression. We know how to bring 40 cents per pound for more
rtton than we can produce. We know how to bring $5 daily to com-

mon labor without a war. We know how to create more jobs than
there are men to fill. We know how to end poverty, and along with
it end most of disease and crime. And all this without government
interference or restriction of production or government meddling in
private business, Qur programme will have to be adopted if this
government is to be saved.

Qur programme is untax industry., Nothing that labor creates
should be taxed. The State of Georgia should collect no taxes on
improvements. There should be no general property tax. There
should be no corporation tax, no excise tax, no street tax, no poll
tax, no intangible tax, no license tax, no tobacco tax, no automobile
tag taz.

The way to end the depression is to remove these taxes. If you
do this you will have no recourse but to get the money for the upkeep
of government from the value of land. Since land values are made
by the public and have no relation to the value of improvements there
should be no injustice in such action. What is made by everybody -
should go to everybody. What is made by the individual should be
his. The three factors of production are labor, capital and land.
When you place a tax on ground rent it cannot be added to the price,
and the owner simply looses what he has been taking. If you tax
anything made by labor it can be added to the price. If you take
away all ground rent you knock out land speculation. Men can
no longer hold land which they, themselves, do not use. Thus you
will free the factors of production, and land will be at the disposal
of anybody who will use it. All the money paid in interest and on
purchase price of land is ground rent. This the government should
take for operating expenses. This programme will put an end to
any foreclosures. It will practically make land the property of .every-
body and since land is monopoly this is as it should be. You would
still hold title as you do today.

There is land enough for everybody to use. There is land enough
in Georgia to support all the population of the entire United States.
The land question is the only question before the people of this nation.
Permitting individuals to appropriate the products of laborand capital
because they own valuable lands is the cause of our depression.
When you strike at landlordism as set out above you are dealing with
causes. As long as value can go into land as a thing to speculate and
gamble in and buy and sell there can be no value in the things pro-
duced from land. If the Single Tax were adopted in Georgia today
the other States of the nation would be compelled to follow and the
depression would not last 60 days. The earth must be set free.
The Single Tax must be adopted before there can be employment
for all the people of this nation and you had just as well open up
your little brain and let the idea seep through

Editorial Chambers’ Weekly, Atlanta, Ga,

SINCE prospects seem slim that either state or federal
governments will relieve industry of taxation or make
any effort to take land values for public use, how can the
depression be stopped? Barring accidental discovery
of new and still unmonopolized natural resources, only
by a drastic reduction in the standard of living. Such a
reduction is now taking place. It can be seen in the
crowding of families and the increased emptying of many
houses. It can be seen in the heretofore unknown
““penny restaurants’’ selling food of a kind that few would
eat before. This tendency will finally reach a point en-
abling industry to resume and still pay tribute to preda-
tory interests. The great mass of workers will emerge
from hard times degraded to a lower scale of living. When
optimists say “we have gotten over other depressions,”
they do not reckon at what cost.



56 LAND AND FREEDOM

The Henry George Lecture Assn.

(United with the Henry George Foundation of America)
538 South Dearborn St., Chicago, Il

JouN LAWRENCE MONROE, Director and Treasurer

STAFF SPEAKERS

WiriaM N, McNair, Bakewell Building, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Craupe L, Watson, 538 South Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill.
Pror. HarrY GunNisoN Brown, 403 Garth St., Columbia, Mo.
Percy R. Wiiriaums, 1310 Berger Building, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Hon. GeorGe H. Duncan, East Jaffrey, N. H.

MRrs, ANNA GEORGE DE MILLE, 217 Park Ave., New York City.

LocAL SPEARERS

CHARLES G. BALpwiN, Munsey Building, Baltimore, Md.

L. D. BeEckwriTH, Stockton, Calif.

HerBERT S. Bigerow, Cincinnati, O.

WitriaM A. BLACK, San Antonio, Tex.

A. A. BootH, Seaboard Building, Seattle, Wash.

J. D. Bryant, Albany, Ore.

Joan S, Cobman, 20 East St., Boston, Mass.

GrACE IsaBerL CorLBrON, New Canaan, Conn.

ALExANDER Hamivron, 10 Fairfield Rd., Victoria, B, C,

Freperic C. Howg, Washington, D. C.

James P, KonLer, Coral Gables, Fla.

Frank StEPHENS, Arden, Del.

WiLLiaM MATTHEWS, Spokane, Wash.

Ray Roeson, 608 Chestnut St., Lansing, Mich.

Miss EpiTH SEEREL, 626 Ethel Ave., Grand Rapids, Mich.

ABE D, WALDAUER, Bank of Commerce Building, Memphis, Tenn.

Epwarp WriTE, Kansas City, Mo.

Josepr Forsmaw, St. Louis, Mo.

Chicago IlL:
HeNRY HARDINGE.
Wirriam H. Horry.
Tromas A. MYER.
GEORGE M. STRACHAN.
Henry L. T. TiDEMAN.
J. EpwaArD JONES.

New York City:
Max Berkowitz.
B. W. BURrGER.
BorTon HALL.
GEORGE LrovD.
Morris VAN VEEN,

ITINERARY OF JOHN LAWRENCE MONROE, MARCH 4 TO
SEPTEMBER 1, 1934

Illinois (Bloomington, Peoria, Springfield) March 4—10
Iowa (Burlington, Cedar Rapids, Des Moines,

Sioux City) . E— March 11—17
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(St. Louis) . April 8—14
Tennessee, Mississippi, A]abama (Memphls Fair-

April 15—21
April 22—28

hope)
Louisiana (New Orleans) .
(Natchitoches, Monroe, Mmden Shreve-

port) April 20—May 5

Texas (Dallas, Houston, Beaumont) May 6—12
(Austin, New Braunfels, San Antonio) May 13—19
Arizona (El Paso, Tucson, Phoenix) May 20—26
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News from Washington State

E believe we are on the verge of making history i
the State of Washington. Signatures to an Initiz
tive Measure in the interest of ‘‘home-owning'’ are bein
secured so rapidly, and the Measure is so popular, tha
the chances seem better than even it will be enacted int
law by the votes of the people at the election in Novembe;
This is not a hybtid Measure like the one proposed b
Theron McCampbell in New Jersey, or the one to be vote
on in Florida, so widely advertised by Arthur Brisbane
Under our proposed Measure no land, if it has any valug
will be exempted from taxation. On the other hand, ther
is no limit on the value of improvements. A man ma
build a $100,000 home, and so long as he uses it as a hom
it will be exempt.

Following are three of the principal sections:

Section 1. Any building, habitation or structure occupied as
home by the owner of the land or real property upon which the san
is located for six months immediately prior to the time for ass&ssu‘
property, together with all outhouses or structures upon said lar
or real property and used in connection with and as a part of said hom
and all personal property used for home purposes, are hereby e_‘(empt(.
from taxation, and from lis-pendens, levy, distraint or seizure, in a
action or proceeding, other than an action to foreclose or enforce pa"
ment of a mortgage or lien upon all or any part of the property so col
stituting such home.

Section 2. All land or real property beneath or about the Ho:
mentioned in the preceding section shall, for taxation purposes, l
valued in its primitive state without considering any buildings, cl
ing, cultivation or other form of improvement thereon. 4

Section 6. The amount of land and real property constitut:
the Home mentioned or referred to in this Act shall not exceed f
acres in area; provided, however, that land commonly known as far:
or ranches shall not exceed forty acres for irrigable land, or over
hundred and sixty acres for non-irrigable land to each home, and}
person shall claim more than one home.

All Single Taxers residing in the State of Washingtc
who are in a position to assist us in securing signature
this Measure are requested to send their names and
dresses to me, P. O. Box 193, Seattle, and I will supp
them with blank petitions. There is no time to 1

All petitions should be in by July 1.

-2

"‘,-—»—.

EUGENE WAY€

LPHABETICAL policies to bring business recovt:a
are not as simple as ABC but are much simpler th

Simple Simon.

A LITTLE boy once described the mind as something
the head that went round and round and made up stort
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BOOK REVIEWS

THE MENACE OF RECOVERY*

" This book ,carefully details the history of the Federal recovery
ogramme as it was developed and applied up to the end of 1933,
en chapters cover the historic details, accompanied occasionally

comments which indicate the author’s critical points of view, and a

t chapter sums up Mr. MacDonald’s appraisal of results and his

1efs as to the inevitability of what amounts to a Presidential Dic-

rship, marked with a pronounced State Socialist interest. An

dix furnishes significant extracts from the emergency banking,

agricultural adjustment, the securities, the home-owners and the

tional recovery acts, and the laws passed relating to the Tennessee
lley Authority, and gold contracts and legal tender. An index to
tents is included.

. The writer of this review has not seen anything referring to the pres-

fat volume, but it can be here testified that in it *the new deal” has

very competently examined and explained.

' Among the concluding sentences of the last chapter are the follow-

ng: 'President Roosevelt has staked his political future and that
his party upon the success of a recovery programme which was to

sring order out of chaos and place the economic activities of the nation

n new and solid foundations. The aim, now that the programme
8 been unfolded, is seen to be the reorganization of our society on
lectivist lines, with the federal government as the central source
authority and Federal power the directing and compelling force.
e fruits of the programme (to the end of 1933) have been some arti-

ial stimulation of business and industry, some artificial relief for
he farmers, and some artificial mitigation of unemployment and per-
jonal suffering, but in their pursuit the administration has become a
lictatorship, the public debt has been swollen to unprecedented peace-
ime proportions, the gold standard as it had existed for ninety years
as been abandoned, and the dollar has been left to find its level in the
hifting sands of commodity prices. There is no dictionary which
efines ‘recovery’ in such terms.”

f&This useful book should be followed by one which undertakes to

lhow that our people may be led to see that the revolutionary depar-

ures which have been made for citizens to agree to give any programme
rank and rational attention when the failure of collectivist and state
iocialist policies, so far adopted by Mr. Roosevelt, make it necessary

o turn back if possible to original United States ideas of human asso-

iation in conditions of freedom and equal opportunity. It may yet

e seen that the source of prosperity is human labor when applied with-

ut hindrance to natural resources, the fundamental condition being

hat there must be a natural division of labor products. A natural
nd ethical division is demonstrable. There must be the full share
workers and the managers which they really employ. There must

% a return to the owners of wealth (labor products) used to aid pro-

fuction, such return covering both replacement and the market rate

of interest which may from time to time arrange itself without legisla-
jive attention. There also will be a surplus to which neither labor
flor “capital” are entitled—the item of * economic rent,” or annual

L t of land. This surplus is properly a concern of the whole social
ggregate, and can be ethically used for public purposes after being

Eaﬂ:ered with that expectation in mind. An end can be made of codes

'}nd price-fixing, of subsidies and processing taxes, of rules for methods

?f labor organization and the fixing of minimum or any other kind of

ges.

Thirty-five or more years ago Henry George, who is entitled to be

l:onsidered as absolutely unique in his equipment and methods of eco-

;lomic analysis and scientific explication, was subsidized and set apart

or the very purpose of laying the foundation of a just social order,

ind his book, only partly unfinished, is available in any quantities
or which a demand is created. Free from financial embarrassment

Jy reason of the financial assistance of two business men, he gave his
est to the world, and it is high time right now that American citizens,

i‘rith or without the hearty co-operation of President Roosevelt, should

begin another economic research, to start where George left off in his
search for truth to be developed by a scientific examination of the
natural laws which are concerned with the distribution of good things
—with abundance and not scarcity-~with leisure and a chance to en-
joy it without fear or favor, and without dread of want or lack of gain-
ful employment.—GEORGE WHITE.

*The Menace of Recovery, By William MacDonald; cloth, 400 pp.
The MacMillan Company, N. ¥. City.

Price $1.75.

DOLLARS AND SENSE

This book is a practical questionnaire with answers covering the
realm of finance including debts, monetary standards, inflations, cur-
rencies, etc. It deals with economics as an underlying base of all
finance and business. It puts in simple terms technical financial lan-
guage so that anyone who is interested may understand.

The author displays not only a clear detailed knowledge of economics
and finance but a broad knowledge of their applications. If this book
is read carefully and the information digested the reader will have an
excellent background for a keen appreciation of current financial events
and policies.

Examples of this series of questions (and answers) taken at random
are: What is money? What is the purpose of the National Industrial
Recovery Act? What is its Constitutional base?—its provisions?—its
weakness? Other questions are what are bank deposits, ear-marked
gold, call loans, stocks and bonds?

Separate chapters in questionnaire form, are devoted to simplifying
inflation, guarantee of bank deposits, public works, devaluation of the
gold dollar, and the public debt.

The last few chapters are especially illuminating, dealing, as they do,
with such intricate subjects as taxes, taxation, the tariff wall, etc. The
followers of the philosophy of Henry George might find some minor
points debatable but otherwise thoroughly approve the book and its
integrity of purpose.

In considering the problem of taxation the author is vivid, stressing
the power of taxation for weal or woe. He is very clear in stating that
certain taxes may be shifted, enriching some at the expense of others,
and in emphasizing the *“Single Tax” cannot be shifted, he voices a
vital truth.

Also one finds varied brief explanations of different tax systems and
social movements, their strength and weakness. It is evident that
the author makes no attempt to give a complete picture as his personal
appraisals of these are sometimes contradictory.

In recommending this book we note some deficiencies and ignore
some important lapses, but in most respects and as a whole we believe
it to be the best book of its kind as yet brought to our attention.

The sentiment expressed is one of the concluding paragraphs which
we quote in part should appeal to all:

“Qur descendants will look back upon this day of starvation wages,
long hours, child labor, ruthless competition, bulging quarries and

hungry men with the same incredulity that comes over us as we look
back upon the unrestrained violence and cruelty of the Middle Ages."”

C. H. KEnDAL.

*Dollars and Sense. 172 pp., cloth. Price $1.75. John Day, Inc., N. V. City.

Correspondence

RATS!
EDITOR LAND AND FREEDOM:

We read of efforts by government to reduce surpluses. We are
paying farmers to refrain from raising wheat or cotton or hogs. We
are paying others to plow under every third row of cotton, and the
end is not yet.

Surpluses are just beginning.
plan I am about to disclose.

I would plead for consideration of a
It seems very strange that the monu-
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mental brains among the “brain trust” should have overlooked the
simple plan I propose. My recommendations are as follows:

A. Pass a law raising the tax on rat poison and rat traps.

B. Use half of this return to establish rat-propagating and after
there were enough rats so that a continuous supply were assured the
surplus rats could be released.

C. Have one section of the law arranged so as to make it a criminal
offense to kill any rats.

D. Another feature of the law should provide for the taxing of cats
or rat-terrier dogs.

Now it is well known that rats are able to eat up a great amount
of food. They are not at all particular as to what they eat, whether
meat, grain or other food products, We would be able to save paying
on a “processing tax’’ and we would not need to go to the trouble of
killing young pigs. In fact if rats were encouraged to do their part
in keeping down the surpluses many of the ills we now have would
disappear.

Of course, it is no use trying to argue that if people could get access
to land through a land value tax we would be in a position to do away
with poverty and thereby increase ¢onsumption and in this way take
care of any surplus. Such a simple plan is not fantastic enough to
appeal to the “‘brain trust” but there is no doubt that my plan of taking
care of the surplus by increasing the rat population to develop would
appeal to them.

I have no patent on this idea and offer it freely.

Minneapolis, Minn. WALTER MUNscH.

VILLAGE OF MILK RIVER, ALTA, CAN.
EpiTor LAND AND FREEDOM:
Population estimated - - - - 460

No. of - - - = title holders - - 93
" " non resident " 2 36
” ” VOting " ” " 57 57
* " Population not . 2 403
" " Voters total - - = = - - 150
B Title holders - - = = o 57

Not title holders - - - - 93
460 Population creates Milk River land values.
150 Voters decide how it will be distributed.
57 Residents will benefit and—
36 Non residents will benefit if land value is not taxed.
403 of the population will be defrauded if land value is free from
taxation. i
Do we believe in justice or in allowing a special privilege for some
to rob others to continue. Think it over.
The land owners oftheU. S. rob the population of the U. S. to the
tune of $14,000,000,000 every year. )
If the Single Tax was not in operation in Milk River the land own-

ers here would rob the whole people of $3,500 every year. We have
an assessed value of $70,000 and a 50 mill rate.
Milk River. FRED PEASE.

WHY DOES THE MOVEMENT LAG?
EpiTor LAND AND FREEDOM:

As you will know I have been a subscriber to the Single Tax Review
and its successor, LAND AND FREEDOM, for about twenty-five years.

Longer ago than that I became a convert to the Henry George phil-
osophy. As a young man I was more energetic and tried at times
I wish I was physically and financially

at least to help the cause.
able to help more now.
However the immediate thing that I have in mind is that a highly

educated friend of mine says that if the Single Tax contained a soun
economic philosophy which would apply to our present delimma, th
great professors of political economy in our colleges and universitie
would accept it and proclaim it,

I have tried to answer him but he does not seem to accept m
reasson.

Fremont, Neb. J. TiLtoN YouNG.

REPLY

There are many truths in the world that have waited long for thei
acceptance. Some of them are moral truths, some spiritual, som
economic. For the failure of their accomplishment there are man'
answers, ignorance, inertia, selfishness and what not. '

Machiavelli divided men into three classes, the first (and they ar
very few in number) who discover great truths and announce them
Then there is the second group who are able to perceive truth whe
announced—and these too are few in number. Then there is the mas
of mankind who remain wholly unable to comprehend—and theg
are overwhelmingly the largest in number.

Now if we accept this classification, and we may do so with pel
haps some qualification, this truth remains. The mass of mankin:
are sound enough at heart to discern if dimly, a principle that is just
So the second group in Machiavelli’s classification wield an influenc
over the third group—the great majority of mankind—who are ir
tellectually disqualified, but who follow the leadership of those whi
speak with authority. Slowly but finally even they are influence
and a great truth if sufficiently reiterated is accepted and takes oJ
the character of an echo.

That the third group will not see or areincapable of seeing the who!
truth accounts for the slow and piece-meal acceptance of great n
forms. When such a change as Henry George proposed is up for co:
sideration it encounters all the opposition that is included in inertj
ignorance, distortion, fear, selfishness and greed. Its slow progré
is not slow if we take all the obstacles into consideration: it will on||
appear slow to those who are righteously impatient.

Here is a note of hopefulness for our friends. We seem to be Ii
ing in a time when the principle for which we contend is on the very
of a signal triumph. The last thing—a planned economy—that
being tried out in Washington exhausts the series of inventions th;
are introduced as substitutes for justice. Dove has told us in h
“Theory of Human Progression” (1850) that mankind will try ever,
thing before they accept our remedy. The Roosevelt programn
may be regarded as the last redoubt to which the enemy has retreate
For however well intentioned the N. R. A. may be, it must be regarde
as the last formal surrender of all previous methods of warfare again
poverty, as well asa gesture of hopelessness that nothing else is possibl
Its failure therefore~—and it must fail—will result in making mo
visible what are now but the shadowy outlines of the problem af
clear the way for the triumphant advance of the friends of liberty.‘-
Editor LAND AND FREEDOM. |

RENT, INTEREST AND MORTGAGES

EpiTor LAND AND FREEDOM:

Upon what percentzge basis is the economic rent calculated
present? At 5% or 6% or? Please give several concrete exampl
from actual cases, if possible.

Will this rate still prevail under the Single Tax? If not, what w
be the percentage?

What is the prevailing house interest?

How would you classify mortgages (1) on land (2) on real es
Would you classify the returns as interest, or rent, or profits of m
nopoly? The Schenley Estate, for instance, holds a million dolla
worth of mortgages. I contend that in such cases, the “interest"
mortgages is really “rent,” or at least profits of monopoly? Wh
do you think?

Knowing that few persons have a more comprehensive grasp
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:Iorge's economics than you have I confidently expect that your an-
ders will clarify these important problems.

A Pittsburgh, Pa. Jorx C. RosE.

REPLY

" In New York City the rent of land amounts to approximately 734%

z__the capital value of land.

On a land assessment of about nine billions in 1932 the city collected

out 225 millions. Taking 5% as the minimum of capitalization
ine billions of land value indicates that not less than 450 millions

nd rent remained in the possession of land owners; and 225 millions,

115 450 millions equals 675 millions which is 7%4%, on 9 billions.

{Under the Single Tax the rate of interest will be between 3 and 5%,

it this will be accompanied by wages several times what they were

|der our, so called, prosperous conditions.

i The net interest that has been earned on houses only (rent excluded)

] _i not over 5% and is no where near that now.

ﬁder the Single Tax there would be no mortgages on land. Mort-

would be against buildings and improvements only. The re-

m on such mortgages held by the Schenley Estate are no doubt

.ﬁnst land and improvements and so their return includes both rent

d interest.—Editor LAND AND FREEDOM.

i

.

HAS NEVER BEEN TRIED ANYWHERE.

ITOR LAND AND FREEDOM:

n arguing with an opponent recently he said, “They tried Single

1x in New Zealand and it was a failure.”

{{fow would you reply to that? Answer in next issue of LaND axp

| EEDOM.,

,i goungstowrl, Ohio.

IR REPLY

] !‘he Single Tax was not tried in New Zealand. Several cities and

E'ng communities in New Zealand have placed a tax on land up to

;'penny in the Pound Sterling on its assessed, or capital, value,
Fe are 480 pence in the pound, so that a penny represents less than

{ P‘ 1%. The Single Tax would have collected a minimum of more
fin twenty times that amount.

l The Single Tax aims at the collection of the full rent of land (not

M3 than 5% of its capital value) and the abolition of all other taxes.

A New Zealand they tax every conceivable thing that man produces,

dy tax all human effort, thrift, and talent.

dlhe “Single Tax" has not been tried in New Zealand nor anywhere

d:—Editor LAND AND FREEDOM,

Jorn F. Coxroy.

HAS FAITH IN THE N, R. A.
IToR LAND AND FREEDOM:

is an old Single Taxer I am disturbed over the attitude of LAND
3 FrREEDOM toward the Roosevelt administration, especially the
tional Recovery Act. Evidently you see nothing to commend in
policies pursued at Washington, either in the emergency measures
‘bpted or in those which must be regarded as permanent and founded
sound principles and would have been accepted as such by Henry
arge himself. In the latter category I refer to the Roosevelt effort

ing great natural resources under public control or ownership,

‘as Muscle Shoals, now comprehending the entire Tennessee
ley; St. Lawrence river water power; Columbia river water power
I that great enterprise known as Boulder Dam. No governor nor
sident has taken the courageous stand on these four tremendous
I far-reaching sources of power and wealth as has President Roose-
t. He deserves the gratitude of every follower of Henry George
what he has already initiated in that line and is valiantly striving
force through to a successful end. In essence they exemplify the
Iropriation of the unearned increment for public purposes, and
fration of a source of wealth from monopoly. Surely all Single
ters believe in that programme even if it be only a step toward
l desired goal.

As for some of the other things to which the Roosevelt administra-
tion seems to be committed, such as the cutting down of the supply
of grain and live stock, I think we should understand that they are
temporary plans to meet a present and urgent economic necessity.
They act as a corrective of overproduction and bring about better
prices for the farmer who, as you well know, has been suffering for
years from unprofitable prices for what he raises. The plan is clearly
one to meet an emergenCy. So are many of the strictures being ap-
plied to manufacturing industries through codes. They do not fit
into what we are accustomed to understand as a free democracy, I
know, but they are methods devised to make clearer the fundamental
needs of the times.

Of course you are aware that the Single Tax philosophy cannot
be gained in a single stride or in many advances but must come by
indirection, as have most of the revolutionary changes come in the
long past. Franklin Roosevelt, it should be conceded, is not only the
most progressive but the most sympathetic president with the truly
democratic aspirations of the people we have ever had in Washington.
Why should we not go along with him? Why so rigidly attempt to
adhere to the letter which killeth and ignore the spirit that giveth 1ife?

Albany, N. Y. JAMES MALcoLm,

REPLY

We do not doubt that James Malcolm is a sincere Single Taxer. He
has been an efficient teacher of our philosophy for many years. But
what do we mean by the term anyway? The so-called Single Tax
is a proposal to get rid of all taxes and take economic rent for publjc
purposes. The administration has invented a few new taxes and has
retained nearly all of those that it found already existing. We refer
to the so-called processing taxes, which have been added. And are
we so doubtful of our doctrine that we should feel called upon to em-
phasize the importance of going slowly as if we feared the consequences
of a great reform that we insist will accomplish so wonderful a change?

If anything, the letter of Mr. Malcolm shows the necessity of going
much faster and demanding the immediale restoration of the land to
the people. We are in danger of losing our grip on the fundamental
philosophy of Henry George. And an indestructible part of that
philosophy is its democracy which cannot be reconciled with

a. Codes regulating wages and prices.

b. Threats of economic death (that is starvation) for those guilty
of the violation of these codes.

c. Destruction of crops to equalize prices.
porary or permanent.

d Government regulation of private industry.

e. Subsidies for those withdrawing land from use.

f. Purchase of marginal land.

g- Destruction of little pigs.

h. Transfer of governmental powers from the legislative to the ex-
ecutive branch of government, thus preparing the way for the aban-
donment of our democracy for a thinly disguised dictatorship.

And then we are asked to believe that Henry George would have
sanctioned this monstrous programme! Henry George believed in
the natural order. His teaching entailed a philosophy of social re-
construction in which by establishing man’s true relation to the earth
we might rebuild a free society. Nearly everything that Roosevelt
and his administration have done would have been anathema o him.

The temptation to say nice things of the occupant of the White
House and his amiable intentions should not blind us to the changing
character of our institutions which is being insidiously brought about.
If we want socialism, restriction, regulation let us turn to Franklin
Roosevelt; it is the saddest kind of a joke to ask us to accept him at
the hands of a party bearing the name of democracy and Thomas
Jefferson.

We did not dream that it would ever be necessary to argue this way
with a Henry George man. We trust our correspondent will not be

(Whether this be tem-
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angry with us when we say that to accept these strange Roosevelt
nostrums is to repudiate nearly every tenet in the George philosophy,
—ZEditor LAND AND FREEDOM,

TENANT FARMERS IN TEXAS

EpiTorR LAND AND FREEDOM:

The 1910 Census gave Texas 219,575 tenant farmers!

The 1920 Census gave Texas 232,309 tenant farmers!!

The 1930 Census gave Texas 301,660 tenant farmers!!!

What the next census will show I am afraid to think. And how
easily all this might be changed by amending tax laws to make the
speculator pay as much for holding land idle as others pay for using—
just as hotels do with out-all-night customers. This would eliminate
the speculator and give every man a chance to get under his own
vine and fig tree—which must have been what the Lord intended when
He made land so plentiful.

For fifty years we have been trying to find a more appropriate name
for our movement than Single Tax, but aside from the C. L. P. group,
nothing yet has been found that fits the requirements, Qur move-
ment naturally divides into two branches—the heavy artillery so ably
represented by Mr. Graham Peace in England, and the light infantry
which still holds to the ““Single Tax.” Both branches are necessary
in any great movement, and this division shows progress. But the
name Single Tax has been found to be a drawback because it suggests
tax reform instead of land reform—our main object. Since it seems
impossible to get rid of the name entirely,— being “blown in the
bottle’” as it were,—let me suggest that whenever the name #s used
an interrogation mark be placed after it to indicate a misnomer, thus:
““The Single Tax (?).” The use of this little interrogation point will
do much to awaken the curiosity of the unconverted and give us a
chance to blow our horn,

Houston, Tex. P. W. SCHWANDER

AN INTERESTING ANALOGY

EDIToR LAND AND FREEDOM:

A remembrance of the Congress: Some seemed stumped by the
proposition that the land value tax may so cheapen land that the rental
value will shrink and amount to little, thereby leaving the community
without sufficient revenue. Let him who doubts take thought that
when the wife (or whoever it is that keeps the flower garden) wishes
to enjoy an abundance of blossoms from her sweetpea or aster bed,
or whatever flowers she cultivates, she keeps cutting the blossoms as
fast as they come into full bloom, and the plants favor her with a long
continuous wealth of flowers to grace her home. Should she let them
go to seed her plants are soon worn out and barren of blooms.

Alma, Wis. THEODORE BUEHLER, JR.

THINKS HE MAY BE HERETICAL

EDITOR LAND AND FREEDOM:

At the risk of being regarded as heretical by my Single Tax friends
I am writing the following for such comment and criticism as it may
provoke.

I have come to believe in the possibilities of reachmg the Single Tax
by way of the income tax. At times I have felt that this would prove
the easiest approach,

1. A tax on incomes with earned incomes exempt would be the
Single Tax. In the final analysis land and labor are the factors of
production and rent and wages the categories of distribution. Up-
earned income and rent are the same.

2. Among people generally an income tax is at least fairly popular.

3. The same may be said of the exemption of earned incomes.

4. The ethical question is involved in the words, earned and un-
earned. 'In this form it is easily grasped by the masses. In the end
we shall vin through the ethics rather than the science of our philosophy.

5. It may bring to us political co-operation on the part of those
who beliéye that unearned incomes include more than land rent.

6. It will force to the front the distinction between earned ar
unearned incomes. More than that, it will make it decidedly to tl
pecuniary interest of the entrepreneur to show how little of his incon
is unearned with pecuniary interest and ethics both urging him on, tl
entrepreneur may turn out to be a clear thinker. We have never y
had personal interest urging a considerable group of able men to star
for the Single Tax.

7. It would work beautifully in the case of 99 year leases of lar
in the center of our great cities. These usually contain a clause pr
viding that the tenant shall pay the taxes on the land. A tax on i
comes would not come under this clause.

8. The real problem is one of distribution, not of proeduction. ‘1
the scientific mind the just distribution of wealth grows out of the w#
in which wealth must be produced; but to the ordinary mind ¢l
introduction of production into the argument brings only confusio
The ordinary mind will grasp the fact that there is a distinction b
tween earned wealth and unearned wealth; but will fall down |
realizing that it is the distinction between wages and land rent. It
good teaching to attack the problem through the distribution |
wealth rather than through the production of wealth.

Chicago, Il H. B. Loowmis.

|
7 JUST MIXED

EDITOR LAND AND FREEDOM: |

The writer, some time ago, was assigned to interview a promin
attorney, son of a former United States Senator, and himself a direci
in one of the largest financial institutions in the country, on the po
tical situation.

He began by saying that the cause of our political troubles was d
to universal suffrage, and illustrated it by adding, *While I al.wa
vote the Republican ticket as the party best able to govern, my dm
who has been in my employ for thirty years and whom I support, vor
the Socialist ticket, thereby cancelling my vote, not realizing that -
men in business and finances know much better what is good for t
masses than they know themselves.

“I well remember the first time Henry George came over here frc
England to lecture on Socialism. I always believed that he was se
here by the English Socialist Party to conduct a propaganda in tg
country. I went to Cooper Union,” the attorney continued, *to h
Mr. George. While I did not agree with him he made an excel
speech. His English was superb and clear so that no one could
understand what he meant. A real orator! He made the usy
attack on capital and private property, holding that all property shor
be taken by the Government and divided among the people. |

** After his lecture 2 number of those who believed as he did held
conference and suggested to Mr. George that the best way to rei s
the people would be to print a newspaper. Mr. George replied:
have no money to start a paper with.’ His advisers then agreed t}
they would raise the necessary money and later a paper was pu
lished in the interest of Socialism,

“Almost from the beginning the paper was a financial success d
Mr. George began to make money. Then he was unwilling to dlir,
with those who had little.

“Realizing what a false position he was placed in, he abandor
preaching Socialism and having a hobby for something he began!
preach the Single Tax, placing all taxes on land. |

“1 suppose that when Mr. George got hold of some land," said
attorney, ““he would want to collect taxes from something else.”

It is amazing how one of the best minds knows so much about

many things that are not so.
N. Y. City.

OLD NEWSPAPER REPORTER
{

EDITORIAL COMMENT 1\
In order to appreciate the humor of this, it may be well to say tls
there is but one accurate statement in all this bunch of inaccurac

That is the one fact that Mr, George did start a paper. But he n
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| de any money out of it. He did not come from England, for he
as born in Philadelphia; he never taught that all property should be
en by government and divided among the people; he was not a
cialist of that kind (who by the way is an utterly unknown species
Socialist anyhow) nor of any other kind; his paper was not published
the interests of Socialism; he never made a financial success of any-
ng, for he did not loock for that kind of success. Otherwise, the
,"- ent of the gentleman, or what remains of it, is accurate. Mr.
ge once edited a paper, which is the sole lonesome fact in this list
ings that are not so.—EDITOR LAND AND FREEDOM.

PRAISE FROM SIR HUBERT
TOR LAND AND FREEDOM:

ou may quote me, if you like, in warmest commendation of the
! ational value of the last issue of LAND AND FrEEDOM. Aside
the usual cogent editorial observations upon the blind and
erous political trends at the Nation's Capital, the feature articles

*Raymond McNally and J. Edward Jones are particularly notable.
|Cocoa, Fla. CreARLES O'ConNoR HENNESSY,

INEWS NOTES AND PERSONALS

L HE Lethbridge, Alberta, Herald, comments editorially on the
it dance at the Henry George Congress in Chicago of twelve Single
axers from the town of Milk River, Alberta, and says: “Parties may
five policies and plans and change them, but with the Single Tax
ar as Milk River is concerned, it is a permanency and must prevail
he world if it is to be a happier place to live in than it is now. We
nire them even though we are dubious about some of the claims

forward by them, for their faith and stick-to-it-iveness.”
1

ARVIN R. MATTEsON, of Rochester, N. Y., renewing his subscrip-
ns, writes: “Such teachings as are found in LAND AND FREEDOM
help direct the people into wider avenues of freedom and justice.

FRED PEASE writes us from Milk River, Alta, Canada: “The Henry
fporge Congress at Chicago was a wonderful experience for the boys.
et all Georgists in New York for us. The boys all wish to be re-
bered to Miss Schetter and dear Mrs. de Mille, with whom we
il fell in love * * * | Our Premier Mr. Brownlee has appointed a
commission to inquire into the incidence of taxation and the public
P to be allowed to present their views to that august body. The
Ik River Single Taxers will not neglect this opportunity. Some
{ithe men appointed are favorable to our plans and may be able to do
nething for us. We are asked to submit a paper for consideration."
Mayor McNaIR of Pittsburgh spoke recently in Cleveland, O.,
Jthe City Club, and he created a very favorable impression. His
fswers to questions were made with his usual readiness.

|
|CHARLES R. EAMES reports from Elgin., 111., that after the address
on. Francis Neilson at the forum last Autumn the local bookseller
id an unusual number of copies of “Progress and Poverty.” Mr,
1 suggests a name for a Single Tax paper which is at least novel—

L: Site Draft.”
[MTHE Press Scimitar of Memphis, Tenn., makes use of the Henry
forge Congress address by our friend Hon, Abe D. Waldauer as re-
f:ted in Laxp anp FREEDOM, and accompanies the article with a
ef biographical sketch and portrait of the brilliant young leader of

\fthe enclavial movement.

AN old subscriber from England writes us: “*I had come to the verge
unwilling decision that LAND AND FREEDOM was one of the things

that must be cut out in these hard times but the excellence of the last
three issues has made that impossible,”

The Churckman for February contains a report of the activities of
the Schalkenbach Feundation signed by the secretary of the Founda-
tion, Miss Antoinette Kaufmann,

“*For those who desire a right social order and for those that see how
we can attain it, LAND AND FREEDOM is a great feast for its readers,
It gives the collective thought of our movement,” writes E, H. Boeck,
of St. Louis.

OUuR readers will be interested in the recent itinerary of Clayton J.
Ewing. On Jan. 20 he had a fine visit with our friend James P,
Kohler, at Coral Gables, Fla. On Jan. 23 he addressed a gathering
of Quaker farmers near Fairhope and on the morning of the 24th,
he spoke at the Organic School in Fairhope, being introduced by Mrs.
Marietta Johnson. On the evening of the same day he spoke in New
Orleans at the Carrollton M. E. Church, his subject being the ‘ Eco-
nomics of the New Testament.” This meeting was arranged by W. E,
Clement. On the evening of Jan., 25 he addressed a meeting of the
Round Table Club in New Orleans. This meeting was arranged by
Henry Garic. Mr. Ewing spoke for fifty minutes, his subject being
‘“Can Business and Industry be Relieved of Confiscatory Taxation?’’
On Jan. 27 he visited our friends in Memphis, Hon. Abe D. Waldauer,
Judge Pittman and General Taylor. This israther a busy record even
for Brother Ewing.

CaptaIN ArMISTED Rust (U. S. N. Retired) Single Taxer and long
a subscriber to this paper, was for many years superintendent of the
Massachusetts Nautical Schoel and captain of the scheool ship Nan-
tucket.

WesTt VANCOUVER, B. C., in which town there is no tax on improve-
ments, had a cash balance in its treasury at the end of the fiscal year
of $3,472 and had retired $40,000 of its bonds.

R. B. WiLsoN, of Emmett, Ida., is teaching political economy in
the high school building and last spring taught a class near Eagle, Ida.
His nine lessons of two hours each brought more than twenty-four
to embrace the remedy; they organized an Economics Club and have
been bombarding Congressmen and Senators with resolutions unani-
mously acted upon.

CHARLES LEBARON GoOELLER, of Endwell, N. Y., is printing at sur-
prisingly low cost, tracts and leaflets on the Single Tax and last year
sent out over 50,000 of these. This year he hopes to double the number,

EpwiN J. JoNEs, of Westfield, N. J. writes us in the following hope-
ful strain:

‘I have been a Single Taxer just short of 50 years. Have never
been swerved from my rock-ribbed beliefs in the doctrines of Henry
George to any other ism. At times it seems as though sincere
believers must be discouraged and disheartened at the seeming slow
progress of our movemen:. That is more apparent than real. [ feel.
I shall probably not live to see it, but I believe sincerely that within
ten years the doctrines of Henry George will be seriously considered
in National and State pclitics.”

THE Cenadian Unionist for January continues the series of papers
on Canada’s Natural Resources by A. C. Campbell. In this issue he
treats of the Dominion Fisheries. These articles are admirably written
and are of great historical significance.

WE are glad to hail the advent of a new Single Tax paper from
Atlanta, Ga., Chamber's Weekly, which also covers the news of Atlanta,
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It is a large paper with a lot of editorial matter along our lines. In
another column will be found an extract from one of its editorials.

In Northern Niageria, now the Northetn Provinces, urban and rural
land is let on permits of indefinite terms. There is no litigation to
secure such titles and the people live in increasing comfort as shown
by production returns. Land rent alone is taxed and there is no need
of other taxes. This is from the report of Ormsby-Gore, conservative
under secretary for the colonies.

Lucius GARVIN, 26 years old, the son of the late Lucuis F. C. Garvin,
has been reappointed to the position in the philosophy department of
Indiana University (Bloomington, Ind.), for the second semester,
At the Christmas conference, he was elected an active member of the
American Philosophical Association, and his thesis, *Are Particulars
Constitutents of Propositions?” appeared in their publication, The
Monist. Dr. and Mrs. Garvin are living at 611 So. Fess Ave., Bloom-
ington, Ind. '

Dr. GerTrUDE E. KELLY, whose death is announced, a leader for
many years in the fight for Irish freedom and one of the earliest woman
physicians, was also active in the eighties in support of Henry George
and Dr. McGlynn. She was born near Waterford, Ireland. Eminent
as a physician and professor of surgery she was given a dinner in 1929
at which over 500 representatives of law, medicine, social service and
woman sufirage sat down. Hers was a long and useful life.

WE quote from a letter to Harry C. Maguire by J. R. Firth, mayor
of Strathfield, New South Wales in 1916, 1928, 1929, 1930 and 1932.
Alderman Firth writes: *“When you state that Sydney raises all its
local taxation from land values, that applies not only to the city of
Sydney but to all the surrounding Metropolitan Municipal areas. It
is also true that any suggestion to go back to the old system of taxing
buildings would not even be calmly discussed in this city. Public
opinion is overwhelmingly in favor of what we call rating on unim-
proved land value which has been in operation in this city for eighteen
years.

“As to the effect of the abolition of taxation on buildings. While
in the very oldest portions of the city there are some small districts
which we call slum areas, by comparison to the balance of the Metro-
politan area they would not be looked upon as slum areas anywhere
else in the world.

“In Sydney we are taking 3314 per cent of the assessed ground rent,
which is equivalent to 25 per cent of the Annual Unimproved Value.”

Dr. E. A. CopELAND, of Jackson, Miss,, who has announced his
candidacy for governor of the State on a Single Tax ticket, has with
some of his associates opened up a Single Tax headquarters in Jacksen.
He writes: “We are converting the people every day. If we'can get
the necessary information to them at this psychologic time, it will
mean victory."

TrE Wilmington (Del.) News publishes several ‘‘love letters” from
distinguished people and among them is one from Henry George to
Mrs. George after 23 years of married life.

The Commonwealth Land Party of Australia have sent forth a
number of telling pamphlets. One is “A New Thought in Politics”
and another “A Demand for Justice.” The C.L.P.of Australia has
headquarters in Victoria. C. ]J. Crowe is president and V. Spinks
secretary.

Mrs. C. A. SutHERLAND, daughter of our old friend Alexander
Hamilton, of Victoria, Canada, writes: “I like your reply to a letter

about natural rights in Jan-Feb. number. All Single Taxers are prg
of LAND AND FrREEDOM. What a fine work you are doing.”

WANTED at this office: Copies, one or more, of the Authocra
State, copies, one or more, of Captain Jinks, and the Earth for All C
endar, by Ernest Howard Crosby, and copy of the Japanese Noti
of Political Economy, by James Love.

Jupnce A. B. P1TTMAN made an address recently before a lunchy¢
club in Memphis and compared landlordism to “kitty pinching’
a poker game. The Memphis Appeal sent a young lady to report |
speech who had no knowledge of landlordism or poker, and Jus
Pittman was reported the next day to have labelled Capitalists
‘“kitty pinchers.” This report was published through the Assccia
Press and found its way to the press of this city. No Single T:
who read the report is likely to be deceived, but others may be v
do not know Judge Pittman. The Memphis Appeal published a retr
tion the next day, but this denial did not receive the same publicity

it may be with others but I can speak for myself that such wor
yours, the running of a medium that keeps us in constant touch w
the spirit of the movement, is a work that is helpful to every one of]|
Long may you be inspired to keep on.”

A. C. CampBELL, of Ottawa, Canada, writes: “I do not knowq

Mgs. AmaLia E. DuBors, sister of our friend F. C. Leubusc]
writes: “I enjoyed the last issue of your magazine, especially the
torials and the article by Raymond V. McNally on “The Price C

plex.” [

1

HaroLD SUDELL writes from Brookline, Pa.: “You are getting
a fine magazine. Mr. Pollack, head of the Manufacturers ApprzL
Company and an old newspaper man, recently commented on its
cellence.”

A coop review of Dr. Raymond Geiger's ‘Philosophy of He¢
George' appears in Secial Service from Eugene M. Kayden.

GILBERT SELDES, columnist of the New York Journal, in a ng
of a book by Prof. Tugwell, says: “It is nothing against Messrs.
well and Hill that the best thing in the book is a quotation from H:
George.”

THE Johnstown, (Pa.) Democrat of Feb. 16 reproduces lengthy
tracts from LANDp AND FREEDOM.
{
THE Cotemporary Review of recent date has an article on Land )1
Taxation by James F. Muirhead. Mention is made of the “m
mental” work by Prof. George R. Geiger. l,
ROBERT S. DOUBLEDAY, of Tacoma, Wash., asks us to watch
keep in touch with Congressman Knute Hill from that State as
an avowed Henry George man.

CoNGRESSMAN GOLDSBOROUGH quoted from Henry George
speech appearing in the Congressional Record of March 3.

S. EpwARD WILLIAMS is speaking nightly before labor bodies in |
fornia in advocacy of the Ralston amendment.

Pror. JaMES HARDY DILLARD writes us: “The mills of the

|
|
a
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d slowly but we must hold the faith that they dt.) grind. My con-
tulations on the paper and your constantly excel|lent issues.”

ALTER J. TRINER, of Caldwell, N. J. has been elected School Com-
\issioner, after an exciting canvass. His vote was larger than that
‘any of the candidates, so evidently his well known Single Tax con-
ictions did not militate against him.

ARL B. MIckEY, whose admirable letter in the Cleveland Ploin
er appears on another page, writes to W. A. Cronenberger of that
y as follows:

“] have never been active in the Single Tax movement. I became
eliever in the fiscal policies of Henry George before I ever met a
gle Taxer. Shortly after the war, attracted by the alliteration
[ ‘the title, I read ‘‘'Progress and Poverty.” Upon concluding the
pok 1 was annoyed because I had failed to find the *catch’ in it and
) 1 read the book from cover to cover the second time. The second
tading convinced me.”

0 which Mr. Cronenberger adds: * There are many more like him

it’s too bad. They miss the catch and so do not try again.”

00 lengthy to reproduce but admirable in every respect is a two
lumn article in the Catholic Columbian of Columbus, O., on Henry
orge. Its author is Dr. John K. Stanislaus, and the doctor promises
a review of " The Philosophy of Henry George” by “‘the brilliant
bung American philosopher, Dr. George Raymond Geiger.”

}! oL. W. E. EASTERWOOD, JR., is quoted in the Houston Post. “The
tonomic problem of all the ages, greater than free commerce, easy
ey and all the rest is how to secure a free distribution of the land.
to cover it up as we may the fact rcmains that whoever owns the
controls the country.”

. C. Goop, former Canadian M. P., expounded the philesophy of
ry George in Toronto early in March. He is reported to have
: “His argument for socializing the economic rent is now endorsed
11 economists and practically all schools of social reformers, though
are differences of opinion as to how the principle should be ap-

.I}UE do not suppose that any follower of Henry George will be: de-
idved by the efforts of the newspapers in Pittsburgh to discredit
fayor McNair. It appears to be a settled pelicy of privilege and
eir journalistic organs to belittle and misrepresent the Chief Execu-
ve of the city. Mr. McNair goes about his business undisturbed.

WE acknowledge receipt of two admirable pamphlets published
¢ the Henry George Foundation from Pittsburgh and written by
rnest Q. Kooser, of Somerset, Pa. One is entitled “Trade and

,”' and the other, *‘ The Use of Force.”
I

émkm: E. Evans, President of the Henry George Foundation, has
appointed Superintendent of the Bureau of Building Inspection,
the new administration of the City of Pittsburgh. Mr. Evans
deeply interested in the housing problem and has accepted this
ition with a view to making some real contribution toward the solu-
n of this problem. Having been engaged in the building business
r a number of years, this is a function of the city government with

:ﬁv he is thoroughly familiar. The new Superintendent is taking
Jompt steps to deal with slum conditions and has also been sponsor-
z a programme of home building for which federal aid has becen
Jlicited. .

Rarrn E. SmitH, who was originally appointed by Mayor McNair
Magistrate of the Morals Court, has since been named Director
ublic Safety and has taken over the conduct of this very important
nch of the municipal government.

As we go to press the executive committee of the Henry George
Foundation has under serious consideration the choice of a conven-
tion city for the Henry George Congress for 1934 but had not yet
reached a final decision, the choice apparently involving the respec-
tive claims of Toronto, Wash?ngton and Chicago. An announce-
ment will be made at a very early date as it is planned to hold the
regular annual convention either in September or early in October,
depending upon the location,

W. P. HALLENEAMP, of Columbus, O., writes us:

“You, your readers and Single Taxers generally ought to be told
of the passing of A. A. (Arch) Maclean at Columbus, O., on Feb. 10,
1934, at the age of 44; for the movement, because of his passing, has
suffered more than an ordinary loss.

““His was a mind that encompassed one of tke most comprehensive
and clearest understandings of the fundamentals of Single Tax it has
been my good fortune to encounter, among the many Single Taxers
whom I have met; and I doubt if there are any who could excell him
in the conciseness and conviction in explanation of its principles, I
don’t know that Arch ever delivered a lecture, spoke-from any plat-
form, or wrote any treatise, on Single Tax; his work did not lie in that
direction, and yet I am sure he accomplished as much good for the
cause through the engaging facility he possessed for discussing it in
conversations and on personal contacts. His converts are many—
won to the cause by the magnetising sincerity of his individual effort
and convinced by the clearness and logic of his explanations. The
loss of such a one indeed is a real loss.

“Arch was a true son of his father, John S. Maclean, who learned
his first Single Tax leasons from the lips of Henry George, himself,
and who now survives to mourn the passing of Arch with a father's
heartbreaking sense of bereavement increased by a sense of loss to
the cause he, too, has served faithfully and well. Besides his fatler,
a widow, four children, a brother, two sisters, and a host of friends
survive, all of whom are undoubtedly the better for having known
Arch Maclean.”

THE Canadian papers announce the death of Thomas Mower Martin
at the age of 95. Mr, Mower was known as the father of Canadian
art. He was represented in the National Gallery at Buckingham
Palace and had also exhibited in New York. He lived in Toronto
at 115 Erskine Avenue. He was a subscriber of LAND AND FREEDOM
and was presumably a Single Taxer. We know nothing of his activi-
ties along our lines, but that he was interested is evident.

PETITIONS are being circulated by Democrats in Pittsburgh to enter
Mayor McNair in the race for governor in the Spring primaries. “It
is all right with me,”” was Mayor McNair’s characteristic comment.

A FINE article by Prof, Broadus Mitchell appears in the Baltimore
Evening Sun of Feb. 28. It is entitled “Sweat vs. Steam.” Prof.
Mitchell concludes: ““The problem clears completely if we perceive
that we are to benefit by embracing our mechanical acievements, not
by retreating into the Middle Ages, not by becoming machine-smash-
ing Luddities."”

BiLLs looking in the direction of our principles are before the legis-
latures of both Massachusetts and Washington.

DonaLp MacDonNALD, of Anchorage, Alaska, whose ‘“News From
Alaska’’ appears on another page, carried every ward in 1912 in
Everett, Wash., for the exemption of personal property and improve-
ments.

OL1vE MAGUIRE writes us from Berkeley, Calif.:

““Isn’t the fact that Georgism holds no position of prominence be-
fore the public today, a commentary on our past methods of presenta-
tion? Every time an election is held, a great school of inquiring
students is ready-made for us, yet except in isolated cases we have
persistently overlooked the opportunities.

“In our own way, we No Taxers seem to be as foolish as the rest.”



