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Ignatius Singer

COPY of The Yorkshire Observer of June 8 has been
received at T'he Liberator Office. It contains a por-
trait of the late Mr. Ignatius Singer. This is the first
intimation that we have had that our old friend has passed
away.
Mr. Singer’s death removes one of the most remarkable
men of our movement. He wasa Hungarian Jew by birth
but has spent most of his life in the British Empire.

Many years ago he was actively associated with the
Single Taxers of South Australia, and in conjunction with

the late Mr. Behrens produced that wonderful book “The -

Story of My Dictatorship.” About the year 1898 he
came to Wellington, New Zealand, with the late Mr.
Michael Flurscheim, and together they started the manu-
facture of soap at Petone. Mr. Singer was a highly skilled
analytical chemist. The venture was mixed up with
Mr. Flurscheim’s efforts to found a Peoples Bank and
came to grief. Mr. Singer then tried fowl farming for a
time, and put on the market some patent fowls’ feed.
While carrying on this work the Bradford Dyers’ Associa-
tion, with whom he had previously been connected before
coming to New Zealand, sent for him to return to their
employ, and he had been their analytical chemist up till
the time of his death.

Mr. Singer was a very loveable personality with some
of the angularities which often accompanies genius, and
that Singer possessed genius nobody who knew him could
deny. He had read and pondered widely and deeply,
and has left behind writings which will influence human
thought for all time. In conjunction with Belirens he
published a very remarkable book entitled “Some Un-
recognized Laws of Nature,” which led flippant critics
in Wellington to refer to him as the man who had upset
the law of gravitation. In recent years he published
some studies on the rival philosophies of Jesus and Paul,
which revealed a deep and sympathetic study of New
Testament literature.

When one thinks of the character and mental capacity
of men like Singer, who have spent their lives in the
advocacy of the teaching of Henry George, and compares
them with the "Pigmies” who have from time to time
tried to ridicule the Great Prophet of San Francisco, one
gets more convinced than ever that George saw and pro-
claimed a mighty truth which must ultimately prevail.
—Hon. GEORGE FowLbps in The Liberator, Auckland, New
Zealand.

SPECIAL article in the Manchester Guardian, Decem-

ber 30th, is devoted to a translation of a digest of the
late Dr. Sun Yat Sen's book, Thrce Principles of the
People, issued by the China Christian Education Associa-
tion. The digest explains that the doctor was for the
taxation of land values, one way or another.

Wages Not Paid Out of Capital

ABOR can in no wise get more from industry than

there is in it—no more than is produced. Capital
is not a fund from which wages can be drawn. Wages
are paid not out of the capital of a business but out of its
earnings; not by the employer, but by the buyer of the goods
produced—the working class itself. The extraordinary
wages in some industries are paid by the workers in all
industries, the whole being a maze of relativity in which
the strongest get the largest shares.

Then rises the question of the equitable division of the
earnings of a business. Are the earnings of the textile
business equitably distributed? It is perfectly true that
the industry generally is about as poorly paid as any of
our great industries, probably the poorest. There may be
something in the claim that this is due to its relative lack
of organization, but this is at least debatable, for latterly
the industry has paid its capital and its management as
poorly as its workers. It is indisputable that to grant the
demands of the workers would well-nigh bankrupt the in-
dustry under existing conditions.

But the task of answering the question—what is to be
done about it?——falls definitely upon the captains of the
industry. They are put upon the defensive because they
enjoy the backing of governmental favors which are meant
and claimed to give them fair profits and their workers
fair wages. They owe to the American people an under-
standable explanation of how it happens that one of the
most highly protected industries we have remains one of
the poorest paid ones, far below the standard of industries
that have little or no tariff protection. Unless they can
give such an explanation—and the attempts that are made
at it are uniformly futile—the tariff stands convicted as
a swindle with respect both to wages and profits.

—Commerce and Finance.

Ethics and Morals of Taxation

AXATION is more than a fiscal function. It has its

ethical and moral aspects. Speculation in land is
in reality speculation in sites or locations. It has for its
object (as shown in numerous real estate advertisements)
the forestalling of the rising generation and making the
children of today, who will be the adults of tomorrow,
pay an increased purchase price or rental for a site which
necessarily they must have later for a home or business,
in utter disregard of the biblical injunction ‘“Woe unto
him that offend against my little ones.” There was never
a practice so despicable, and the wonder is society has not
awakened to it before this and put a stop to it, which can
be done simply by taxing this speculative value to the
utmost for the benefit of the public treasury. And when
this is::done taxes on indusiry, farms and homes will be
reduced.



