70 LAND AND FREEDOM

is Justice and Justice demands that the right of mankind
to the Earth be recognized.

The peasants do not like the Communists. If the peas-
ants did not fear that the Czarist restoration meant that
their lands would be confiscated and turned over to their
former masters the Communist rule would be unsafe today.
But they know that however fair may be the promises of
autocracy in distress, when once in the saddle its innate
instinct forces it into tyranny and economic absolutism.
And so Communism lowers over Europe because Europe
holds no minds among its statesmen capable of makingclear
that free trade and free access to land can solve the prob-
lem which the leaders of the world cannot understand.

The Phenomena
of Foundations

WO Midas’ are known to us from ancient literature—

one was the gentleman who was born with ass’ ears
and was unable to keep his affliction to himself, and the
other, the man, who, most nearly of all the ancients, re-
sembled the modern ‘‘go-getter,” for when offered any
boon which he might ask from the gods, he could think
of nothing better than that “all that he touched might
turn into gold.” When the gift began to work so effici-
ently that his food and drink became chunks of the
precious metal, he vainly tried to call off his bargain and
so starved from a surfeit of his heart’s desire.

Something of the kind is occurring in our modern days.
Unjust social institutions are serving as canals to turn
rivers of wealth, properly belonging to society as a whole,
into the coffers of people who do not earn it, who do not
need it and who do not know what to do with it. Many
of these pecople are Christians who have been taught that
they will be called upon for an account of their stew-
ardship. Others are merely kindly people who wish
to find some way ‘““to get out from under.” Others be-
long to that numerous tribe who think that in some way
their surplus fortunes may be utilized to defer if not to
conquer that meancing oblivion which threatens and
ultimately engulfs us all.

Whatever may be their motives the fact is that the
number of such persons is steadily growing and the legion
of post-war millionaires will probably furnish the greatest
horde of benevolent despots that the world has yet seen.
When we say benevolent despots, we mean men who strive
to influence the pcople of the world which survives them,
by directing that the money which they leave behind,
shall be used in certain prescribed fashions for the public
good. A newspaper publisher who had amassed a great
fortune in selling groceries and in speculation left a stu-
pendous sum to an art musenm in which he had never
shown any interest and of which he had only the sketch-
iest kind of knowledge. Another man reported to be
still living, opined that the best use to which his millions

could be devoted was the establishment of orphanages,
though all intelligent men now believe that children should
not be reared in institutions but in families so far as it
may be possible to find eligible families that will adopt
them.

Other wealthy people more enlightened leave millions
to be cxpended by committees for such purposes as such
committees may select, merely that their money be used
for the general welfare of humanity. These are the more
usual types of the so-called foundations.

In the main these bodies are managed by people of
excellent motives. Perhaps most frequently their aim
is to improve the public health, to save children doomed
to early extinction because of physical defects, to render
operatives more efficient, to ascertain the best way to
combat fatal diseases, to prevent war, famine and pestil-
ence. The net outcome of the success of these under-
takings must almost inevitably be to increase the popula-
tion of the earth, so that competition must inevitably
become keener for a chance to earn a living, among those
who have no rights in the earth. Another part of the
work of these g eat foundations is to discover how to pro-
duce the maximum of result with the minimum of labor.

Nominally high wages has greatly stimulated research
in the same direction and already the spectre of disem-
ployment is beginning to raise its horrid head, not so much
because there is less work to be done but because what
work there is to be done, can be performed with so much
less labor. And labor is becoming more intensified and
concentrated.

The net result therefore of the work of the Foundations
is to save human life without making life easier for those
who through their ancestors’ fault did not acquire a foot-
hold on the earth by purchase, ‘“‘when the buying was
good.”’

Had nature sought to demonstrate that the ill-gotten
gains of special privilege could not be turned into bene-
factions merely by being devoted to superficially human
uses, no better demonstration could be found. The net
result of their efforts will be to hasten the coming of the
ultimate clash which inevitably proceeds from the denial
of human rights and the disinheritance of the masses.

N a recent review of some books published by the Van-

guard Press and commenting on ‘‘What is the Single
Tax" by Louis F. Post, the New York Herald-Tribune
says: '

*“The selection of Louis F. Post to present the essence
of the Single Tax could not have been improved upon.
For more than half his life an able exponent of Henry
George's economic theories, he is eminently fitted to in-
terpret them in popular form. His exposition of this
‘rational method of bringing the present social order
into conformity with natural social laws’ is compact and
comprehensive.’’



