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LAND AND FREEDOM

asked. It never occurs to either of these partners in
industry to look for ‘‘the silent partner,” whose subtile
exactions are the real cause of the breakdown of industry.
And around this problem of economic depression, just by
ignoring the presence of this “silent partner,”’ waiting in
the background, so-called political economy has built its
conflicting theories, its fanciful explanations. The pro-
fessors of this science say nice things of one another; hail
as matters of supreme importance discoveries of new and
strange terms, and mixing this fearful hodge-podge serve
it up to students at universities and colleges, who straight-
way forget it all as soon as the doors of their alma mater
close upon them. They have learned nothing and most
of them have the sense to know it.

N an address to the Alumni of Amherst College Presi-

dent Coolidge said: *We justify the greater and greater
accumnulations of capital because we believe that therefrom
flows thesupport of all science, art, learning and the charities
which administer to the societies of life, all carrying their
beneficent effects to the people as a whole.”” Undoubtedly
it is this smug and complacent philosophy which reconciles
many minds to the growth of modern fortunes. Instead
of impressing them with the inequality in the distribution
of weaith, or provoking thoughtful consideration of the
growing menace of great fortunes and the methods by
which they are acquired, superficial thinkers contemplate
with satisfaction the great gifts made by the wealthy to
art, science and education, and justify, in the words of the
President, “‘greater and greater accumulations.”

EW men fit better into the times we live in than the

present occupant of the White House. He typifies
perfectly what the Germans call the zeit geist of the period.
He is its High Priest. The status quo is his religion. With
no inclination to question the justice of present economic
and social arrangements, and with little capacity for
independent judgment, he voices the easy and contented
satisfaction with things as they are. He would as soon
think of questioning them as he would hazard a voyage
into unknown seas. He is no explorer, this Vermont
villager; his economic philosophy is the dicta of the country
store, where he imbibed such concepts as he brings with
him into the White House. He did not make the world,
and he accepts it as he finds it, with its comfortable stand-
ards, and he regards it all with an unquestioning faith
in its permanence.

T never occurs to him for a moment that the people are

abundantly able to furnish their own art, science and
education. They need be beholden to no one for these
gifts if the natural fund that they create—the economic
rent of land—were drawn upon for their art, science and
education. Because the city of New York did not collect
the natural revenue that is its own by right, the city has
paid in the last fifty years in interest alone upon its bonded

indebtedness sufficient to have made it the garden spot of|
the world. It might have rivalled Athens in its art, Rome]
in its magnificence. The charities of which it boasts
would have dwindled as the need for them diminished;
help to those crippled and incapacitated, the blind, th
halt, would have been administered, not in the name o
Charity but in the name of Christ. There would not hav
been so many ‘‘great accumulations” for the President
to boast about, but such as could have stood the acid tes
of a just economic order, would at least have been fr
from the taint of suspicion and the possessors untroublec|
by the consciousness that they must make their peac
with God by liberai donations before or after they startec
on the journey to meet Him!

E have before this commented on what seems to u

the popular delusion of reformers regarding th
efficacy of mere forms of government to secure funda.mentﬂ
changes for the better, the Initiative and Referendum
the direct primary, commission government for cities
political devices which at various times have enlisted th
earnest support of Henry Georgites. As for the I and R
these now are very general throughout the states, an
nowhere have they created any political or econom:
revolution. It is well to have these democratic instr
ments at hand for the uses to which in an emergency the
may be put, but without a democratic conciousness the
are of little importance, and in saying this we are in n
wise opposed to the submission through this agency ¢
measures for changes in our tax system in the directic
of the Single Tax, or for the adoption of the full measu:
of the reform to which we are pledged.

THE error made by the enthusiastic advocates of the
reforins which have so far failed of any importa:
results, is the same as that made in the larger field
democracy by those who only imperfectly conceive i
meanings. If democracy is only a form of governmer
it is hardly worth while to struggle for its attainmer
For under such forms venality and corruption, privileg
and inequality of conditions, persist. Under the shadc
of democratic forms parasitism flourishes. We ha
changed nothing merely by putting the vote into the han
of men and women, for everywhere, as Henry Geor
has told us, it is ignorance that enslaves men, and t}
grossest forms of economic tyranny may continue unc
republican systems of government as under monarchit
forms.

T is because of the unconscious recognition of this truj
that nearly half of our citizens entitled to vote do r;
go to the poils. It is because of this that forms of dic :
torships have arisen in Italy and Spain, and now in B
gium. The inefficiency of democratic forms without 1
democratic consciousness is becoming more and ms




