LVT and ‘the
business of politics’
Holyrood, the bi-weekly magazine
bringing Scottish politics to the
business sector, did an
extensive feature on
land value taxation in
its November 3" issue.

Centrepiece is an
article by Antonia /
Swinson, author of new
book Root of All Evil.

The magazine quoted
several MSPs, on their
thoughts on land value taxion.

Cross-party Scottish political interest
in land value taxation continues to grow.
The Executive has announced yet another
review of local government taxation. In
reply to a parliamentary question from
Mark Ballard MSP, First minister Jack
McConnell confirmed that the review’s
terms of reference would include Ivt.
McConnell’s deputy, LibDem Jim
Wallace MSP, interviewed in Holyrood
said - “I look forward with interest to the
case I assume will be made for Ivt.”
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Wetzel woos the

Socialists

HGF member Dave Wetzel, vice-chair of
Transport for London, recently spent a
week in Edinburgh taking his message to
the politicians and their advisers.

Wetzel and Foundation chief executive
Peter Gibb met with key policy people
from Scottish public life, including
Scottish Executive economists and
transport specialists.

Foremost on their itenerary was
shadow spokesperson on transport
Kenny McCaskill MSP, Green Party
parliamentarians, Capital transport leader
Andrew Burns, and the promoters of the
proposed new Borders railway project.

The duo also met up with the executive
group of the Scottish Socialist Party. In an
extended presentation Wetzel explained
why volume three of Marx's Capital
should be their essential bedtime reading.
Leader Tommy Sheridan led an interested
question and answer session, in which
Gibb sought to ground the ideas in the
realpolitik of the Scottish socialist agenda.

Although the party presently promotes
its ‘Scottish Service Tax’ as a replacement
for the Council Tax, it proposes Ivt as a
replacement for Uniform Business Rate.
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breaking ground

Korean media

interest in LVT

LVT is now being highlighted in South

Korea. House prices have been
soaring for the last two years and for
the first time ever in Korean history
land value taxation is being
considered seriously as a policy
alternative.

President Roh Moo-hyun is
determined to bring real estate

]
% : prices under control. He has said

that real estate speculations will
not be tolerated and added that if
the government’s real estate policy was
not to not work properly, he would
consider introducing a stronger
measure.

Mass media speculate that the
‘stronger measure’ is probably land
value taxation; the President’s top
policy aide co-authored the book,
Henry George Revisited 100 Years
Later.

HGF welcomed to
Scottish capital

September the 5® saw the official opening
of the Foundation's new bookshop in
central Edinburgh. The event was
celebrated with an informal reception.
Weloming the Foundation to the city were
MSPs Mark Ballard and Robin Harper,
Donald Reid the director of the Scottish
Civic Forum, and the Rev Graham Blount
parliamentary officer of Action of
Churches Together in Scotland. They
were heard by representatives of several
other organisations
present. Both HGF
Chairman John
Bathe and Council
member Albert
Catterall also
spoke. Catterall,
Head of
Economics at the British Retail
Consortium gave the business case for
reform. The event was attended by several
other HGF and Council members.

The shop is currently expanding its
stock and is positioning itself as Scotland’s
bookshop for reform (of course with rent-
for-revenue at the heart). The shop is a
window for the public to the idea of land
value taxation, and serves customers on a
frequent basis. The premises are also the
base for the four HGF officers working
full time in Edinburgh.




