interview

Philadelphia Foray

Josh Vincent talks to Land&Liberty about
community level tax reform and
how it's the coming thing in New York

L&L Tell us about your advocacy of land think land value tax people, such as myself that we can use. Why in the neighbourhood
taxation and the conference that’s brought you  actually over the years, have fallen into the of Olney in Philadelphia are there so
to the UK. all-or-nothing trap. I think the example of a many arsons? The land right now is held
JV I’m over here to relate how the city laboratory being provided is probably the best by absentees - and it's a way of avoiding
of Philadelphia - the first major American way to get around it. taxes by people that don’t care about the
city to have accepted the idea of land value L&L One of the counter-arguments to smaller  neighbourhood!
taxation - is now beginning the process of scale reform - Fred Harrison has spoken about  L&L It’s still early days, but one by one more
implementation. We’re at the point where this - is that a couple of the qualitative tests Americans are deciding to shift their taxes to
the mayor has asked that the City Council which a Treasury would apply to any potential land. How many US citizens would you say are
- introduce land value taxation in the fiscal new source of public revenue would be the now benefiting from a split rate tax regime?
| year 2006. I'll be telling how the realtors tests of stability and buoyancy. That would JV Well Philadelphia wouldn’t adopt until
association accept it is a necessary idea, require, in this case, land and housing markets 2006. But we have the cities in Pennsylvania
and how we have the support of the faith to be much more constant than historically they  that we’ve worked on, and there are the two
community including the African American have been. It’s argued that such stability and of the four counties in Hawaii which use land
ministers, and that’s a very strong contingency.  buoyancy would only be delivered with land value tax. I would say just under a full million
Also the opposition in the city has now made tax reforms of substantial effect. US citizens.
itself known, which is useful to us, and I'm JV 1 recognise the problem. But I think that a L&L Citizens exercising grassroots
going to be speaking about that too. city such as Harrisburg, that really has studied democratic choice? You'd say that true

L&L A good part of the experience you've land tax in the l.heory knows that I.he)' have a democracy requires taxation democracy?
had with reform has been at a local community source thatha oW k that .sla.rhngpreahse in the
level. How does that build up to success at city of F | : . Uni
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