breaking ground

Danes mark
down land tax ...

Denmark has reduced its tax on the
value of agricultural land from 5.7
percentile to 4.3.

In December, the Danish Parliament
voted in favour of a mo-
tion put forward by the
Minister of the Interior,
Lars Lokke Rasmussen
of the Liberal Party.

It was the Liberal Par-
ty that gave the Danes .
income tax in 1903, replacing tax on
the potential yield of farm land.

This reduction in the land tax is being
introduced to compensate for the closing
of a government consultancy service.

Two years ago, the government intro-
duced a ceiling on the permitted increase
in land value tax claimed by counties
and councils, as part of its “tax stop™.

... Aussies don’t

South Australian Treasurer Kevin Foley
says he has no intention of overhauling
the state’s land tax system, despite
growing anger from the community.

In response, the Liberal opposition has
established a hotline for tenants strug-
gling with rising rents.

“If people are concerned about land
tax this year, wait until the 30" of June
when the new valuations by the Valuer-
General hit the deck”, said Liberal
Leader Rob Kerin.

But Mr. Foley insisted he would not
be pushed into any “knee-jerk reaction”
over land tax, despite the hotline, the
formation of a land-tax reform associa-

; tion, and an upcoming public meeting
expected to attract hundreds of people.

Indian land tax to

be set by owners

Calcutta’s Telegraph reports that the
government of the province of Trinamul
is ready to collect a levy on land in the
city and urban areas.

For a speedy collection of tax, the
land and land reforms department has
introduced a self-assessment system.
By the scheme, citizens will enjoy the
freedom to assess their own land and
pay tax accordingly. No government of-
ficial will knock on the doors to verify
the amount of land held.

Department officials said the system
will continue until a full-fledged infra-
structure for tax collection was built up.
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Tax experiment

in Oxfordshire

A study is being carried out in Oxford-
shire to see what would happen if the
present Council Tax and Business Rates
were replaced by a tax on land values.

An area just outside the boundary of
Oxford has been chosen for the study and
valuation work is planned to start shortly.

It was Clir Brian Hodgson who first
suggested that the County Council should
do this study. ““We know that it encourages
landholders to get any empty sites into use.
It also means that when councils put in
improvements like better roads or schools,
there is an immediate return to them in
higher rates charged as a result of these
new amenities.”

The study aims to find out how taxing
land values would affect tax-payers. The
work will be done by professional valuers
and there is growing interest from academ-
ics working in the field. The valuation map
produced will be publicly available for
further research.

“Central Government knows there is a
crisis facing local taxation”, said Clir Paul
Bizzell, Leader of co-sponsors Vale of
White Horse District Council. “We hope
this study will contribute to finding a pos-
sible solution.”

The site valuations for the study will be
carried out under the supervision of Robert
Ashton-Kane FRICS IRRV. This work is
made possible through a grant of $15,000
from the American Lincoln Institute of
Land Policy, awarded to West Berkshire
o Councillor and

~ Lincoln Fellow

executive of the
Henry George

= Foundation.
Vickers is now
pursuing a PhD
at Kingston Uni-
versity School of
Surveying, looking at the potential uses of
‘value maps’ in the UK. He will produce a
demonstration value map of the trial area
in Oxfordshire.

Vickers and Ashton-Kane are seeking
lay volunteers to help with the valuation
between February and April. Mr. Ashton-
Kane can be contacted at CSH Property
Consultants, 60 Barton Arcade Chambers,
Deansgate, Manchester, M3 2BJ; by tel-
ephone: 0161 833 4278; or via email:
Rob.Ashton-Kane@csh.co.uk
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