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by ROBERT LILLIENTHAL

OLSTOY read Henry George’s:

Social Problems and “was struck
by the correctness of his fundamental
idea.” Tolstoy also went on to say
with what clearness and simplicity, he
thought George had emphasized his
point. After reading Soczal Problems,
Tolstoy read Progress and Poverty, an
earlier book by George, which seemed
to help him more greatly appreciate
and admire the American author.

The point upon which these two

men were so firmly agreed was that !

of the single tax system. The draw-
backs of this system, if it could be
idealistically employed, would be only
the downfall of the very wealthy per-
sons, and a more stable society with
fewer millionaires. The advantages are
many. “There would be no able man
who would be deprived of good land.
There would be no idle men who
over-see other men and take most of
the profit for themselves, so that the
land would be in the hands of those
who wortk it and not those who do not
work. There would be no inspectors
and collectors of taxes in factories,
or other establishments, but only rent
collectors for the land, which can not
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be stolen and from which it is very
easy to collect the rent. The best rea-
son, Tolstoy felt, was that all people
would be on a par with each other.
Malice or self-contempt would be felt
by none, and it would be better not -
only for the people but for the coun-
try.”*

Ernest Howard Crosby visited Tol-
stoy and when asked if he knew the
American author Henry George he
replied, no. Tolstoy thought that
Crosby must have been an upstart and
sent him on his way. Upon returning
to America Crosby immediately looked
up George. After knowing him for
some time Crosby became one of
George’s ardent advocates and. ad-
mirers. His writings include many
works with George’s ideas. Some of
them are: Swords and Plowshares,
Labor and Neighbor, and Garrison the
Non-Resistant.

Leo Tolstoy said: “People do not
argue with the teachings of Geotge;
they simply do not know it. He who
becomes acquainted with it cannot but
agree.”

*Paraphrased from Letter on Henry Ge_brge,
Complete Works of Tolstoy, Vol. XXIII.

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR GEORGISTS

“Where liberty rises, there virtue grows, wealth increases, knowledge
expands, invention multiplies.” —Henry George. This is the quotation featured
on the 1960 Christmas cards now ready at $1.25 for 16, with attractive Currier
& Ives color prints. Please order promptly from The Henry George News, 50

East 69th Street, New York 21, N.Y.
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