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T recent meetings the board of the

Robert Schalkenbach Foundation
.ulu[‘.tuf resolutions honoring three in-
dividuals. The occasion was the twen
ticth anniversary of a quarterly pe
riodical with a jaw-breaking name, Th
American Journal of Economics & So
ciology. One of the three was the pres
ent \\'ri[t'l'_ t'.fmu' of the _|l1||r|1.l[ SINCE
its founding in 1941, The others were
Mrs, Violetta G. Peterson, who has
handled its production and business af
fairs for the same period, and Miss
Frances Soriero, her able assistant for
many of those years.

These three were singled out to sym-
bolize a company of several hundred
\.\'|]l)kL' uulPL'F.l[iﬂll over two \fu.ldc\.
voluntarily given, has made this one
of the most successful scholarly jour
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nals in the field of the social sciences.
The collaborators are so widely scat-
tered over this country and several for-
cign ones that they could not be gath-
cred anniversary dinner.

The amazing thing about the ]nur-
nal’s career is that its success was never
\untur‘.pl,ltui and it has rather taxed
the punnin.l| § resources, scant as I|'11)'
and are bound
in the future. Actually it grew out of
a project that was a failure.

Frank Chodorov, then the director
of the Henry George School of Social
Science, and I were struck in the mid-
Thirties by the lack of factual research
to prove or disprove the theories of
Henry George, particularly with re-
spect to how absolute }H'l\.llc owner-
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tackle them by having relevant special-
ists work in teams, or develop an in-
tegrated science of society from the
several sciences, or build a synthesis
of the relevant sciences for
the total understanding of these many-
faceted problems.

Our title came from Dr. Lowe's
book, embellished by “The American
Journal of” to ish our Journal
from a list with somewhat kindred
names, Only after the first few issues
were out did I discover that one of
the most distingui and familiar of
all had been omitted from the list by
some aberration. (The American Jour-
nal of Soci ). It has been most
kind about it, fortunately.

With all plans in hand, I had
dinner one veni in the Forty-second
St:;cil Cafeteria with Frank Chodorov
and he agreed to handle the promo-
tion, He undertook to sell the idea to
Vi Peterson, with whom I was not then
acquainted, and between them, they
sold it to the Schalkenbach directors.
The directors made a decision which
was crucial to the Journal's success.
They named as a committee to super-
vise the editor’s responsibility and in-
tegrity and to guide the Journal’s busi-
ness policies, the late Otto K. Dorn,
the late Charles Johnson Post, and the
foundation's present president, Albert
Pleydell.

Never once did they, or any of the
other directors, attempt to influence
the policy. Their job was to see to it
that the editor and his editorial col-
laborators ran a periodical that was a
medium of publication for research
workers, 2 means of communication
for them, one that published the re-
sults of honest study regardless of
what findings were dictated by the
facts, and one that gave access
to all working in the field, according
to establishzd standards of X
interest and importance. have
done their job wll?l. hey

We did not expect to have enough
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original material. So I had plans to
out the book by translating ar-
ticles from foreign journals, The first
issue, with the minimum of ,
ainety-six, includes several s re-
prints. I counted, successfully it turned
out, on interesting Francis Neilson,
Franz imer, George R. Geiger
and Harry Guonison Brown in tum-
ing out the basic core of each issue.
(Oppenheimer, alas, died in 1943. But
Neilson, happily, was spared until last
year; he became my mentor in serious
journalism and my chief collaborator.)
The translations I had in reserve
never saw the light of day; we have
little room even for reprinting highly
pertinent articles in inaccessible lan-
guages. After the first issue we were
inundated by excellent articles from
the younger scholars (for whom we
try to reserve healf of each volume)
and from the established veterans.'In-
deed the theory of integration and syn-
thesis in thebefsoual' sciences dwas alc-
cepted long before it was adequately
worked out. Even today we are long
on practice but weak on theory in this
respect, although several outstanding
scholars have published books which
have moved us far along toward a
theory systematizing our approach.
Before the first issue was out we had
our first crisis, The promotion mana-
ger on whom I relied found himself
committed in other directions, Vi Pe-
terson took over the task. What she
accomplished on the business end is
seen in a few statistics. We started out
with a single edition. Now we have
half a dozen, using several modern
means of reproduction. sell here,
there and everywhere around theworld.
Our basic letterpress edition has paid
subscribers ine?fty-eight countries of
the world, and at every important in-
stitution in the United States.
On the editorial side we have done
well. In some countries the
research libraries rate high only if
subscribe to a number of indispensable
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journals one of which, I am happy to
say, is the American Journal of Eco-
nomics & Sociology. Many of our in-
vestigations have found their way into
textbooks. Articles and longer studies
are reprinted, abstracted and summa-
rized widely. From Anna George de
Mille’s biography of her father, to
Percy R. Williams' study of graded
taxation in Pittsburgh, we have nur-
tured many works that have become
classics of Georgist literature. We have
helped to win for George in academic
circles a respect and an interest that
were not evident in the years before
we began our work.

From academic circles, particularly
the older scholars and established jour-
nals and societies, we had expected dis-
interest or hostility. On this score, too,
we were totally wrong. They wel-
comed us, accepted us into the fold
and helped us at every turn. Even the
leading scholars whose intellectual po-
sitions obliged them to be our severest

critics, gave us what help they could,
often without the asking. Their atti-
tude was in direct contrast to that of
many—but not all—academicians in
George's time. Once we demonstrated
that we intended to observe strictly
the canons of objectivity and integrity,
acceptance was no problem for us.

To those of us intimately associated
with it, the Journal has been a great
deal of hard work over the years. But
I hope each has found it rewarding,
not merely in making a contribution
toward the solution of the grave prob-
lems with which we are concerned, but
in the one aspect I consider most im-
portant. Our work together has won
me the dedicated and devoted friend-
ship of each of the foundation direc-
tors and of many other collaborators.
Our task is bigger than a single gen-
eration can achieve. But it is a good
fight and its comradeship is its own
reward.

Courtesy of Leatherneck, the magazine of the U.5. Marines.

“Just think of it George! . .

Mr.

. We can live like millionaires now!™

Robert Clancy,
33-53 82nd St.,

Jackson Heights, L.I.,N.Y.



