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Sneak Thieves! Watch Your Purse

Do you relish being the victim of
sneak thieves? But victim you will
be when Congress convenes for the
next session, according to the best-
informed Washington correspondents.
No one disputes the impei‘ative need
for new taxation to begin liquidation
of the collosal public debt and reduce
the long odds on the eventusl pos-
sibility of a runaway inflation. Too
few 'debate whether the new revenue
shall ‘be remsed by public appropria-
tion of unearned income or by sneak-
thief Staie confiscation of earned
income.

With an election year in the of-
fing, it is almost a ceriainty, in view
of. political expediency, that the new
levies will be “hidden texes." That
is, specifically, imposts designed t{o

take more of the net income, after
operating costs and fixed charges, of
corporations—the so-called corporate
‘“arofits”. The ward-heelers who will
vote for this robbery without lending

ear to the few statesmen who will

oppose it will do so in the well-
warranted hope that the taxes, when
shifted to consumers’ like any other
cost , of domg busmess _ma.y not be
récogmzed by ‘the' vcﬁ:eréf as e’
Federal law.

The prospect -is one tha,t Would
have made our.great great grand-
fathers reach fer thp muzzle loadmg
muskets hanging over thelr ‘hearths.
In the shop and the store, in the
sales reom and the market. place,
wherever we seek to exchange-the

produce of our sweated labdr—ﬂi_e-re

. keeper,

will be Iurking the cadaverous sneak
thieves, ready to rob us of the pro-
duct of our toil. The honest shop-
the scrupuleous tradesmen,
the fair-dealing merchant may put
on new locks and add heavier bars
but to no avail; here is a thief who
laughs at locksmiths all.

This will be bad enough But to
add mmﬂt to, mgury, th

a]lzes will be hailing the measures as
new signposts of social advance to
the economy of “production for use
-—and not for profit.” We ought to
tell them: Rob us if you must, un-

V-til the day when we shall stop you,
_but none of your damned drooling

piety about it!
) —W. L.




