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shall consist of two parts. The first part shall

contain the valuation of all the taxable lands of

each ward, and in it the board shall set down:

(1) The names of the owners of the taxable lands,

so far as the same can be ascertained; (2) a

brief description of said lands by references to the

assessors’ maps and surveys, and such further de

scription as the board may deem proper; (3) the

full and true value of said lands, exclusive of im

provements; (4) the full and true value of the

improvements on said lands; (5) the total value

of said lands and improvements.” The credit of

it all, of course, belongs to the persons who, more

than half a century ago, inaugurated the practice.

+

Buffalo has a good system of local assessments

for local improvements. The cost of constructing

sewers (except trunk sewers), the paving of

streets, the laying and repairing of sidewalks, must

be paid for by local assessment upon the lands

benefited. This is in practice always a frontage

assessment upon the land (disregarding inprove

ments) in front of which the work is done. The

repaving of streets was included in the above until

1903, when, in obedience to a demand from prop

erty owners who claimed that the general public

wore out the pavement and were benefited, the

charter was changed so as to provide that one

third of the cost of repaving was to be paid out

of the general fund, and the balance by local as

sessment.

The method of paying for the cost of dredging

Buffalo River, and for the lands taken for the

laying out of new streets, is optional. In prac

tice, one-half of the former and all of the latter

is paid for by local assessment. Not more than

one-third of the cost of abating the floods in Buf

falo River can be paid for out of the general fund.

These are the most important improvements which

are paid for by local assessment. And although

the assessments are sometimes arbitrary (and nec

essarily so) and lack many of the advantages of

the single tax, they nevertheless constitute a land

tax.

Very little personal property is assessed, and

except for the assessment of bank shares, which is

provided for by a state law, the banks furnishing

a list of stockholders and itself paying the tax,

little systematic attempt is made to ascertain the

amount of personal property liable to assessment.

Licenses for business purposes are not numerous,

the most important being butchers', hucksters'

and street peddlers’ licenses. A large amount of

money is collected by the State from saloon

licenses, and one-half of that collected in the city

is paid over to the city.

+

The valuations of franchises to use the streets,

etc., are made by the State Board of Tax Commis

sioners (they include the physical property in the

streets as well as the intangible franchise), and

are usually assessed at from 30 to 50 per cent of

their value. . Even then they are regularly reduced

by the courts about one-third, on the ground that

the State board assesses them at their full value,

whereas the city assessors assess other real estate

at 65 or 70 per cent of its value. The city has no

voice in this proceeding, except by special order

of the court, and none in the making of the origi

nal valuation, except to appear at a public hearing

before the valuations are finally fixed.

+

For the current year beginning January 1, 1908,

the valuations are as follows:

Land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $166,093,365

Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152,153,875

Special Franchises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21,361,549

Personal Property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,345,500

+

Buffalo would not have to take many steps to

become a single tax city, the most important step

being the exemption of improvements on land

from general taxation. But I believe, from the

comparatively undeveloped state of her public con

Science, she will be among the last to take the step.

A city which is so little affected by the progress

ive spirit of the times that it is still giving away

street railroad franchises that are practically per

petual, will not readily go very far in genuine fis-

cal reform. ALBERT H. JACKSON,

+ + *

what BECAME OF THE LAMB.

For The Public.

Mary had a little lamb—

Of course, you've heard of that—

But she has less these days because

Of certain woolen tariff laws

And statesmen standing pat.

It followed her to school one day,

Which was against the rule—

How strange it seems—in days of yore,

They learned that two and two were four–

That's why they went to school.

To statesmen of this modern day,

Such truths seem quite unknown—

And thus it is that in the shops,

The lamb is mostly mutton chops—

And Mary walks alone!

JOSEPH DANA MILLER.
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PEACE BY WORLD-COMMERCE.

The New Internationalism. By Harold Bolce. Pub

lished by D. Appleton & Co., New York. 1907.

Price $1.50.

America lacks statesmanship. The three hun

dred pages of Mr. Bolce’s volume are one long ar
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raignment of his nation. Commercial foresight,

painstaking investigation of industrial conditions

at home and abroad, grasp of the trading progress

of Europe, of Germany’s great policy of Reci

procity—all these we lack. On we go in our igno

rant, extravagant way—prosperous only because

of our vast resources—wasteful, careless, intoler

ant, egotistical, blind, while other nations work

out a careful, intelligent industrial salvation and

we know it not. On we rush, spending over half

our Federal income for military purposes when

every signboard points to peace—signboards not

displaying programs of peace conferences, but ad

vertising that universal, international commerce,

to interfere with which by war is, or soon will be,

intolerable. This world-wide peace, brought on by

the exigencies of international trade, is advancing

swiftly, surely, silently. Will the United States

be so foolish as not to join in this reciprocity of

the nations?

Whatever else may be said of it, the book is not

dry reading. Even through the intricacies of reci

procity details the author carries his reader buoy

antly. His style is epigrammatic, his enthusiasm

catching, his reasoning—a challenge.
ANGELINE LOESCH.

+ + *F

The man from Cleveland walked into a Broadway

cigar store and called for a mild five-center. When

the clerk handed out a box for him to take his pick

the Cleveland man selected one, laid down two me

tallic disks of the size and sinape of a nickel, but with

The New Theology Magazine

is an exponent of the New Theology Movement.

Introductory price, 10 cents for three months.

21 Madison Street. Roorn 10 BOSTON. MASS

ECONOMIC and REFu)RM B00KS a SPECIALTY

TRUTH ABOUT THE TRUSTS, $5.00, reduced to. . . . . . . . $2.00

THE JUNGLE, $1.50, reduced to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65

CONFESSIONS OF A MONOPOLIST, $1.00, reduced to... .80

FREE AMERICA, 75c, reduced to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45

FREE AMERICA, paper, 25c, reduced to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 10

FROM EARTH'S CENTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25

Price includes postage or express.

H. H. TIMBY, Conneaut, Ohio. Catalogs Free

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE AND EXCHANGE

EDWARD POLAK

4030 Third Avenue - - NEW YORK CIT

Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

CHARLES L. LOGAN, D. O.

OSTEOPATHIC PHYSICIAN

Office: 45 Auditorium Building

HOTEL WARNER—EVENINGS CHICAGO

Telephone Harrison 1027

Clubs of Three
To extend the circulation of THE PUBLIC among

new readers, and at the same time to relieve of

expense such regular readers, or others, as take

the trouble to procure us new subscriptions, we

will supply three subscriptions for the price of

two, on the following terms:

A Club of Three Annual Subscriptions

(at least two of them new) . . $2.00

A Club of Three Semi-Annual Subscrip

tions (at least two of thern new) - $1.00

A Club of Three Quarterly Subscrip

tions (at least two of them new) - $.50

Any person soliciting new subscribers will be

allowed the same terms. For every two new sub

scriptions for which he forwards us cash at regu

lar rates we will honor his order for a third sub

scription (new or old) free.

Bºy" Make all Checks, Money Orders,

etc., payable to

LOUIS F. POST,

Ellsworth Building,

CHICAGO, ILL.

A NEW CAMPAIGN OFFER

HE great Campaign of 1908 is under way, and The PUBLIc will give special attention to

T it to the end. It will print all the really historical NEWS of the campaign—fact and not

gossip—impartially; and it will comment in EDITORIALS with fairness and vigor from

the point of view of fundamental democracy as distinguished from party Democracy. CAMPAIGN

SUBSCRIPTIONS are invited now. " We will send The PUBLIc to any address in the United

States from and including the issue of August 7, with the issue of JULY 3 (with Bryan portrait

supplement) thrown in, to and including the issue of NOVEMBER 13 (with full election news and

editorial comment)—fifteen issues in all—for TWENTY CENTS, cash in advance. "I CLUBS OF

TEN will be served for the same period for $1.50, cash in advance.

Address: THE Public, Ellsworth Building, Chicago.


