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tled, and properly and fairly settled, or a revolu-
tion would occur in America similar to the terrible
French Revolution and he is an omnivorous student
of that problem. Probably for the first time in the
history of the labor movement the universal rule
of labor unions forbidding endorsements of political
candidates was disregarded when more than a hun-
dred unions in various parts of the State adopted
resolutions endorsing Fisher’s candidacy; and many
of them made appropriations to help in paying his
campaign printing and postage bills. This unprec-
edented action of the labor organizations was a
graceful acknowledgment of gratitude to the man
who is, more than any other, responsible for the
‘Workmen’s compensation measure, which was
adopted at the legislative session of 1913, when
Fisher had worked hard for its success during two
terms of the assembly and had created universal
demand for it in many public addresses delivered
after the refusal of the assembly of 1911 to adopt
it. And he worked without pay and simply because
of higs conviction of the justice of such a measure,
even refusing $800, which the legislature awarded
him to repay his actual expenses during his endeav-
ors to secure its passage. -
Fisher is not what politicians call a “good loser;”
he is rather a good fighter, like his Scotch ancestors,
and like President Wilson, whom he greatly resem-
bles in many respects. He is an extraordinary
speaker and convincing, though not an “orator,” as
his tone is conversational and he rarely even moves
a hand. His friends hope great things of him
because of his undoubted honesty, ability and desert,
which must appeal to the many voters he is to ad-
dress in the course of his projected tour of the State.

RAOUL W. D’ARCHE.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTS

'The Public

FOR TENANTS AND SMALL HOME
OWNERS.

New York, October 12.

Not since the Civil War have the workers of this
country been in so hard a position as at present.
Scores of thousands throughout the country are
out of work—other scores are working part time,
while many cities,, like New York, are threatening
to retrench in needed improvements, and so to add
to the armies of unemployed.

Prices of food stuffs have risen. .

The European War and thrifty purchasing in rea-
sonable amounts by housewives are assigned as
causes for high prices. Neither “reason” explains
the jump in prices.

The farms east of the Mississippi could raise food
for the entire country. The United States could
feed the world, if all farms were cultivated to their
full productivity.

Production and consumption of both food and
manufactured products is limited by taxing pro-
ducers nearly 2 per cent of the value of their prod-
ucts, in addition to compelling them to pay land
speculators enormous profits for opportunity to pro-
duce anything. This raises prices to consumers,
and neturally limits eonsumption.

Europe is struggling to overthrow the militarist
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system, under which “every laborer carries a sol-
dier on his back.”

America is struggling to overthrow the land
monopoly system, under which every worker is car-
rying a land monopolist on his back.

Tenants and small home owners will do well to
resolve to enlist to overthrow land monopoly. No-
where else is it so firmly entrenched and such a
menace as in our cities, where it is more deadly
than militarism in Europe.

Only one out of every thirteen persoms, over ten
years of age, in gainful occupations, is a member of
organized labor. It is, therefore, necessary for the
twelve-thirteenths of the workers of the country
to take steps to secure employment at decent wages.

BENJAMIN C. MARSH.

o000
TRIFLING WITH SOCIAL PROBLEMS.

Johnstown, Pa., Oct. 12.

For years Big Business objected to compulsory
education, when suddenly this opposition was with-
drawn. And there appeared upon the horizon the
new cry of vocational education and the continua-
tion schools and “sich like.” Why this sudden
change of heart? To the thinking this is easy.
Where formerly Big Business got the raw recruit at
14 to 16 semi-illegally, and trained him at its ex-
pense, under the new dispensation it got him at 14
to 16, legally, and partially or fully trained at the
public expense. Here was a brilliant example of
how Big Business, with its usual stupidity had over-
looked a bet until brilliant but misguided reformers
had shown it a way. .

Recently a typical American thing occurred in our
town, which gave me a clue to a new phase of Big
Business’ methods. I may be in error as to this, but
think not. There are always good people who start
things, and then, when it proves burdensome as to
time or money, proceed to unload it onto the tax-
paying public. This town was no exception. It
started an amateur recreation commission, which,
aided by a newspaper, really did some good work.
It started playgrounds, baseball, etc. But the play-
grounds deteriorated into loafing places, and the
baseball into rowdyism, and it was time to dump
them. First school athletic leagues were started
and the board induced to accept it. Now
this commission desires the school board
to take over all its activities. Aided by a subservient
superintendent, who partly perverted county aid to
teachers’ institute funds, a Mr. Curtis devoted the
entire week of the institute to boost school play-
grounds, their needs and uses. After the botch the
amateur commission had made of affairs I must con-
fess I was provoked, and expressed my displeasure
to the principal of the high school, who had recently
returned from the St. Paul meeting of the National
Educational Association. He is a broad-minded man
and said a gentleman at that meeting had told him
that the public playground movement was on a par
with the “swat-the-fly” campaign. This gave me an
idea. I looked it up and cogitated thereon. Who {8
back of this movement? Largely the Russell Sage
Foundation, aided also by the Carnegie and Rocke-
feller funds. Is history repeating itself?

Victor Gardthausen in his “Augustus und Selne



