Therell Always Be a (anada

by ARCHIBALD McCOLL

KNOW that Americans have re-
spect and admiration for Canada
and are concerned when the news-
K}lpcrs report trouble or disaster here.
ewspapers being what they are, trou-
ble always has more news value if

accompanied by violence or threatened
revolution, and the had a
ball over-publicizing the issue and

the Quebec “separatist” incident.
The flag issue, if it is or ever was
an issue, has been batted around for
many years and ballooned out of all
proportion by Folitical promises. To
their surprise French-speaking Cana-
dians were told it was to please Que-
bec that Canada must have a new flag.
Canada was created and held tr?eﬂ'l-
er by a group of people who did not
want to join the other “colonies” who
became the United States. To this
group belonged the people of Quebec.
They were not worried about a flag
and wanted no part of a revolu-

largest language
group then, and had they
throw in their lot with the thirceen
colonies or even to wait unti
U.S. was established and accepted
overtures made to them then, there
never would have been a Canada.
Going back a little further to the
conquest of Quebec, if the citizens
had united behind General Montcalm
there could have been no conquest—
and the reason they did not was simply
one of taxes. The history of French
rule is one of overtaxation which con-
tinues to this day. The British “heroes”
who took Quebec were disbanded on
the spot and stayed there. The govern-
ment left a 1 garrison and nobod
to collect taxes, so Quebec prospercc{
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Federation with other groups came
later, 88 years after 1776. Quebec
willingly joined the federated Domin-
ion of Canada, and it is this federa-
tion to which Queen Elizabeth referred
when she said in Quebec recently: “A
dynamic state should not fear to re-
assess its political philosophy. That an

wurkedg:xfla h}:md:cd ears
ago does not necessarily meet alr the
needs of the present should not be

surprising.
m&mdz is big, bigger than the U.S,,

and it has big problems—land prob-
lems, trade problems, tax problems—
the same problems apply to us all.

I am at present in the Miramichi -
Valley in New Brunswick where E:m
helping to build a bridge (see "Can-
ada Has the Most,” July, HGN).
Here the population dwindled from
25,000 2 hundred years ago to 3,500

States.”

All this I am newly learning, as a
Canadian. I find that {Nlcw Brunswick
is famous for the brains it exports.
Its people are well informed on most
everything. If they do not understand
(and some do) that the poverty of this
district and the fleeing -of brains and
industry elsewhere, was due to the
granting of great tax-free monopolies
to the timber barons, they are looking
for a way out.

The entire province has only 550,
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000 ple, less than a third of the
ion of Toronto, and less than

the population of szal Coun

Tcxas where I lived a wlulc an

and ca
the ol ImhmdSootwtﬂmandthe
~ French Acadians.

Today the new immigrants

by. Tl'.-cy can see with onl
and even their meager kno,;v

the language, that something is wmng
Taxes, that is what is wrong. Here
there is a $20 poll tax for ev
over 18, even though they will not
vote until they are 21, There is a 23
cent gasoline tax, so 55 cents a gallon
is usual for filling a car to go to work,
or a truck to haul pulp wood. A car
license costs from $35 to $45 for a
passenger car, but on a truck there is
a business tax besides. This is the
highest rate in all Canada, and Can-
ada is the most overtaxed country in
the “‘democratic” world.

No British country that 1 know of
has a poll tax, and I know of no muni-
cipality which taxes a vehicle. Oh

-~

yes, they offer a bonus—free hospitali-
zation—with no charge or deductions
from pay. For this raise the price
of whi 2 buck a e, and the
government sells all the whisky in the
government store. Well, hospitals were
always free anyway, because no one

aﬂord them, so they went “on
the county,” as the saying was, unless
they were visibly affluent.

The minerals discovered here af-
ford the greatest tonnage of cop
zinc, lead and tin to ft:n.u:LdP‘E
North America. 1 Iookcd at the min-

ing map—the mining land is all taken

‘r by the giants of the industry that
ready control the lead, zinc and tin
of d:lc world. There is no tax yet, and
these deposits may be held out of

pm&man for years, but the winds
change have started. I met the

limits have been re-
leased md 2 lage pulp mill has been
buile. Two to three ships a week are
carrying both the pulp and the wood
to Italy. Two lumber mills, a wood
products mill, and a large paper mill,
started pmducuon this year, but they
were given special tax-free concessions
which will not save the people from
their burden. I think they have a gov-
ernment which is determined to get
something done and is feeling its way
out through the darkness and the cob-
webs of ages.
So American friends, do not worry
about our flag—or our separatists.
are small issues designed to take
the hounds off the trail and to mask
the real dangers.
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