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IN MEMORIAM
Joseph Fels—His Life Work

Ten years ago this month we had to record the death
of Joseph Fels. The news of his passing was heard with
dismay by his colleagues of the United Committee, and
wherever our people were together in the cause he lived to
promote. He is still remembered for his own sake, for his
great service, for his splendid devotion, for his energy, and
for his generous support at all points of the agitation. He
came first to the United Committee in 1908, just when he
was most wanted, and in his six short years stay with us he
achieved something that will endure for the everlasting
good of the movement. His work tells. He was a follower
of Henry George without qualification. He loved to work
in the vineyard. ProcrESS AND POVERTY was to him, as
he openly declared, one of the *“ Bibles of the World.”

He was an out-and-out Free Trader, as Mrs, Fels reveals
in her life of the man (Josepn Frrs; His LiFE WoRK—

“ dedicated to the devoted band of colleagues in all lands |

who are carrying on the work which Joseph Fels loved so
well and gave of his best to promote ™).

“1t was not only, as he judged, that a protected in-
dustry was a parasitic industry, and thus an industry
never standing on its own feet by virtue of its native
strength, but what to his cosmopolitan temper was far
more serious, a protective system was supremely hostile
to international fellowship. He pointed out again and
again, that a nation’s trade was the expression of a
nation’s mind, that the more closely nations enjoy
commercial intercourse, the more they come to understand
each other. By breaking down isolation it broke down
misunderstanding, than which there was no more fertile
cause of war.”

The Protectionist defeat at the general election in
December last would have given him the greatest
encouragement and fully justified his attachment to the
cause in Great Britain.

As a Single Taxer he stood for real Free Trade, and he
fearlessly told our conventional Free Traders that the
sentiment for the further advance was not to be looked for
in their half-way house but in Henry George’s classic
ProrEcrioN OR FREE TrADE. He resolved to break
through the “ isolation ”’ that seemed to him to be the
standing disability of the Henry George movement. The
bent of his mind from the very beginning was in the
direction of our people getting together the world over ;
and our International Conference at Oxford last year for
all that it counts, and it counts for much, can be taken as
a tribute to the foresight of the man. In his tireless visits
to our Continental co-workers, to say nothing of his constant
. campaigning in his own country and in Canada, he more
than any other laid the foundation of our international
affiliation.

He was at times almost passionate in his insistence on
the urgency of breaking into this new ground. In his
visits to- Tothill Street he wotld, after the immediate
business in hand was ended, turn with eagerness to our
overseas correspondence, to the letters ‘and the official
documents then beginning to assume proportions. Again
and again he charged the writer to develop this side of the
work ; almost his last words were: “ Whatever you are
doing or going to do, I want the international side of our
affairs placed here as a special department of the work and
it must not be neglected for anything else.”

In the circumstances we have done what we could to be
loyal to this trust ; our International Bureau of Information
speaks for itself each month in Lanp & Lierry. The
spirit of Joseph Fels is over it all.

> J.P.
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LAND-VALUE POLICY

A NEW, TREATISE AND HAND-BOOK
By JAMES DUNDAS WHITE, LL.D.

To be published at an early date by

THE UNITED COMMITTEE FOR THE TAXATION OF
LAND VALUES

11, Tothill Street, London, S.W.1.

Price 28. or 2s. Bd. post free

In his new work, LAND-VALUE POLICY, Dr. J. Dundas
White makes a valuable and important contribution to the
Land Value Movement to which he has already given great
and lasting service in his many able pamphlets. No one
has done more than he in dealing with and establishing the
case for the Taxation of Land Values from the standpoint
of practical legislation.

LAND-VALUE POLICY correlates all this work and
adds much new matter. It provides the student, the lecturer
and the legislator with a complete guide, giving instruction
on all that is material in asserting the principle and
expounding the policy by which it must be applied.

The opening chapters of the book explain general principles,
the Taxation of Land Values, the untaxing of improvements,
the housing problem and the reform of land tenure. Then
comes the elucidation of the economic law that governs rent,
wages and interest, followed by a chapter on Inventive
Progress showing how poverty has persisted in spite of labour-
saving improvements and the great advances in the arts.

The evolution of land-value principles is next considered
and here is explained most instructively in what countries
and to what degree the Taxation of Land Values has been
introduced.

Practical proposals are set forth for the application of the
policy in this country and are so specific, so definite in
character, that they might be lifted bodily from the text and
used as instructions for drafting a Bill for the Taxation of

Land Values.

The last chapter, which deals with the international aspect
of the reform and its bearing upon peace and good will among
the nations, is followed by a number of notes on particular
subjects, which although technical in some cases are of the
utmost importance. There is also an admirable collection of
short quotations from many authorities and prominent men.
An excellent Index completes a work that will be found indis-
pensable to all who are actively engaged in promoting the
Taxation of Land Values, not only in this country but wherever
the movement exists.

LAND-VALUE POLICY will be a handy size (crown
8vo) volume of about 230 pages, bound in cloth boards.

Order Now

LAND-VALUE POLICY
Price 2s. or 2s. 6d. post free
From the Publishers

THE UNITED COMMITTEE FOR THE TAXATION OF
LAND VALUES
11, Tothill Street, London, S.W.1.

A separate Order Form for LAND-VALUE POLICY

has been inserted in these pages. We warmly recommend
this book to our readers.
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