would be a change.”

The Freeman, July, 1941

209

Philosopher and Apostle

“Philosopher’s Corner” is a column
conducted by R. Farthing in a Pe-
terboro (Canada) newspaper. 'The
eolumnist sends to Miss Margaret
Bateman, assistant director of the
Henry George School of Social Sci-
ence, an installment in which he
quotes extensively from George’s
“Ode to Liberty.” Mr, Farthing ac-

companies this clipping with a let-

ter in which the usual questions as
to the completeness of George's
teachings are raised.

Paul Peach, of the Freeman staff,
has replied to this letter. 'This re-
ply is printed here because it reiter-
ates effectively the policy and pur-
pose of the Henry George School.
The familiar doubts which Mr.
Farthing’s letter mentioned can be
inferred from Mr. Peach’s reply; the
general point of view of Mr. Farth-
ing himself is indicated in this sen-
tence from his letfer: “So far =as
economics goes, ‘Looking Backward
and ‘Equality’ are my Dibles, and
Bellamy is my prophet.”

¥ *¥. *

Dear Mr. Farthing: Do you ming
if T answer your leffer to Migss Bate-
man? You and I seem to have a
good deal in common,. and I feel al-
most like my apostolic namesake
who, in addressing the Athenians,
pointed to the altar of the “unknown
god” and said in effect, “That's my

" boss,”

“The natural resources are given
to political heelers, and the people
robbed of their heritage.” That fact
was the basis of Henry George's agi-
tation for reform.,

“The one original sin ig the sin of
ignorance.” This is the dragon which
the modern George, through the
School, strives against.

“If men knew, inevitably there
This is the
hope of the School.

*They are not taught, because
their teachers do not know.” This
is the condition which the School
hopes to remedy.

*““They are not encouraged even to

" think for themselves, for thinking

men and women are potentially dan-

gerous.” It s this strong purge
which we must administer to socie-
ty, and there is none to administer
it but us,

I know ‘“Looking Backward” well
Until 1937 I, too, was a follower of
Bellamy,; yet I deplored what I felt
was the inevitable destiny of such
& community—subservience to a po-
litical ureaucracy. I fought strong-
ly againgt George with the words
“oversimplification” and “preoccupa-
tion with a single (and minor) de-
tail.” Today I am assistant editor
of the School's paper, and teach
classes here in logic and mathemat-
ical stafistics. Better still, I am
slowly but surely earning the dis-
esteem of & large and influential
number of Georgists all over the
waorld.

For to me economic laws can nev-
er be viewed against the narrow
background of a tax on land vahle.
I look to George as modern students
of physics Jook to Faraday—as to a
greatl initiator, a trail blazer, an in-
tellectual pioneer. I was trained
originally as a <hemist, and have
transferred fo economics my old at-
titude toward chemistry-—not as
something established, like a moun-
tain, but rather as something grow-
ing, like a tree. I think of econom-
ies as a science, like ¢hemistry; and
of George as one who opened the
door of that science, for students
like me to follow. Accordingly, if a
thing is good science, it is Georgist
in my view, whether George said it
or not—and indeed, even though he
may have said quite the reverse,

Non-Georgist economies is mori-.

bund—except for Marxism, which is
constantly hecoming more and more
involved in ite own contradictions.
In a few scattered schools and col-
leges not ldentified with the Georg-
ist movement occasional free.gpirits
grope toward a scientifie economics.
I hope that the Henry George School
may yet acquire such a name, and

LS

such dignity and reputation, that
eventually all such students will turn
to it as the institution through
which their work must be integrated.
The idea is mot a vain dveam; we
are, I think, cloger to the goal than
we were a year ago, and making
progress. It is not easy, for efforts
to convert the Schools graduates in-
to a political pressure group are un-
ceaging and must be fought con-
stantly.

You\ think Franklin exaggerated
when he said that two generations
of Christians would make the world
a paradise? I dom't. But uninteld-
gent Christianity is (in my opinion)
mere savagery and superstition, and
so I exclude such Christianity. Could
iwo generations of intelligent Chris-
tianity make the world a paradise?
1 should say rather that two weeks-
ought to be enough. But it would
mean getting rid of most of our pro-
fessional Christians and holy men,
and most of our professional wise
men too. That's chimerical, of
course,

All we can do is teach and study.
George said, “Where there is right
thought, right action will follow.”
This is our faith and our hope.

Paul Peach, New Yeork.
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