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This is not the first time The
Freemmn has reviewed one of Dr.
Schmidt’s works, In the issue of
February, 1938, there appears a re-
view of “The Plough and the Sword:
Labor, Land and Property in Fascist
Italy.” Dr. Schmidt is also author of
“The Corporate State in Action.” He
was Senior Agricultural Economist
of the AAA for two years, a Re-
search Fellow in the Social Research
Counell, Lecturer in Economics at
~Columbia University, and has been

in the army since August, 1940, with

the rank of Captain.

Dr. 3chmidt concerns himself with
the economic problems that beset
the farmer, and the attempts which

are made to solve them. He is not :
over-optimistic about the AAA tech- !
“The powerful weight of
pressure groupy long has left its im- |
print on American agricultural pol- '

nigue.

icy, and there is little reason to sup-

pose that fufure administrations will

not be swung back and forth by such
forces.

framework of free institutions.

There is even a question whether
" pelf-secking pressures do not make
impossible any truly democratic so-
Schmidt
quotes Rugene Staley: “‘Can de-
mocracy fmd ways 40 make its eco-
nomic planning be broad social plan-
‘ning and not a hodge-podge of con-

cial planning.” And Dr.

cessions to pressure groups? This ig

Indeed, this is one of the
gravest probleths confronting those
-who would co-ordinate the industrial :
life of a commuynity within the

the fundamental question before the
planners and administrators of our .

farm policy-—and indeed of our en- -

tire national policy.”

Though Dr. Sehmidt does not here !
advocate any specific remedy——cer- |

tainly not making land common |

property—he recognizes the nature .

_of the problem clearly enocugh. *Qur

farm problem is part and parcel of

our national problem. We shall have |

surpluses of goods, surpluses of
farmers, cries for public help, so
long as the incomes of American
families remain on their present lev-
els. . . The task before us iz to find
means for making a wige and hu-
mane use of all our resources.”

Translated into Georgist terminol-

ogy, this means that there ean be
no solution of the farm problem

while our resources are kept out of |

use by speculators. And short of

dictatorship we may confidently ex- '

pect such speculation to continue

while it offers a hope of profit. Dr.
Schmidt is wise and honest, and has

made a wise and honest study of |

American agriculture. Every such
study must lead irresistibly to the
conclusions of Henry George.
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