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A BACK T. THE LAND 7
By Louis F.. Post '

(From an - unpublwhed mcmusempt)

¢ Baek to the land means more than “_ba k to the
soil,”” more than away from the 01t1es and
back to the farms. ' '

It might have meant only that to Horace" Gresley,
had the phrase been current: in his time ; foi free goil
at the American frontier was what he alluded to in hig
| once famous but now. obsolete adee to young men to
“Go West 1”7 '

Such, o, may be 1ts mes;
and writers and their th ug

5 auditors or readers

i :g to popular spea,kers

But those words have a broader meaning, & meaning.
| more comprehenslve and’ modefn 'and better suited to
| thd fact that land ‘is the one thmg hecessary for all !

industry~-not #lone the primitive in:woodcraft or agri:
-culture, but also the highly specialized -and- orgamzed
in manufa.etures and commerge. = - :

Though they know not

» of “ back. tq ‘the land.”’
. than as an allusion to

rthe {1
by

"i its broader meamng
And a]l that ordmary' J} smess inen mean when théy
search for ““ good locations,’* all" that Jand speculators'

‘C

~méan’ when ‘théy boast of theit - confidénce-in the
growth of localities,?* all “that great capitalists mean.
EWhen they scheme with -governments for grants of

“ undeveloped >’ natural resources, is. compre
in. the . phrage, back o the land.’’”. Thisg i

. Buginess men reeogmze ‘this eomprehenswe meampg '
the

rstand and _proﬁt b'y, i

: }%lem:y George meant when in the 80’s he repubh.,shed: '

ble pastoral . a,gi,dre s by Bishop Nulty pf
ath in. wl eh the phrase was uttered first. ~ That it
‘meant this to the venerable Irish Bishop hlmseif‘ls
| plain enough from the text of his address.
 Back 1o ‘the land’’ means ‘what Henry Geoige
| meant when he wrote Progress and Poveity. It meang
not only to‘the soil, not only to natpral resqurees; not
alone from towns and cities to farms, nor by a ;modera,j;e]y
fortunate few ; it means, ,a,s well back from the cugtom
from the Tin
breeds and nqrtures,
| , loitation of labour, back
| from poverty‘m the midst of plenty——from a]l this,
“ back to the Jand * in order to open fair opportunmes—
| for ‘the full enjoymerit by all: the people ‘of all’ the
beneﬁts of advancmg 1ndustna1 processes Not “ back:

through restoratlon of the land to c1v1hzed and. p1v1hzmg R

lives for all.

In associating this comprehenswe meaning of back
to the land > with Henry George, there Ls no thought
of chaining so great a gospel to any mar’s altar.” No
appeal should be made to him as 0 one in autherity,
or'as an orlglnal inventér or discoverer, or the founder’
of a cult. With few experiences was he himgelf ever
-so impatient as with contentions for his priority in the
invention or discovery of the substance of the civilizing

]

1
[
P

as hpldmg to the me

message his nampe is identified with. He neyer clal,med

that message as his own, and never s0 regarde

He had no other solicitude’ ‘ahout it than that the people

should des it, understand it, and adopt it as bheirs:

Whether this were mth Cl‘ﬁdlt $o him:-or ne; wag pot
hun

that of an expos1tor o
hls first Words ‘ln Progress rty Henry
nomic bjec 't of al tha,t fo}l

ystem of taxation, is this objést ;

mere form of land tenure ; nor a programme of social
reconstruction. All are considered as methods for
rezg_hzmg the object, but quite another thing is the
object 1tself What that object is may be inferred
from the riddle that Progress and Poverty attributes
to the Sphinx of Fate. It may take thisform: “Why
does poverty pers1st with progress ¢ *’

That is the economic problém, the industrial problem,
‘the labour problem, the business problem the political
problem, the social problem. '

Not why poverty persists, be it observed ; but why
it persists with progress.

In other words—and this we all know from obser-
vation or experience to be the fact,~—Why does poverty
persist in the midst of abundant and constantly in-
creasing wealth and wealth- producmg power ?
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Louis F. Post Wntes to Land d& Liberty on behalf of
himself and Mrs (Alice. Thatcher) Post: I have
heard about Mr Hennessy’s trip to your side this
summer, ‘and assurances come of the success and high
promise of the Henry George Foundation Convention at
New York last month. We had a delightful brief visit
from our Danish friends, Mr and Mrs Jakob E. Lange,
who were in attendance at the Convention.

' ¢ My Basic Facts of Bconomics is already out, and on

the shelves of more than 1,000 public. libraries. By
October it will be in the hands of a thousand or more
Universities. I hope it will serve a useful purpose.
The Prophet of San Francisco, my last job, condensed
by about 50 per cent, is in the hands of a ‘publisher with
a fair prospect of his putting it into print and upon the
market. In all this work Alice has been my indis-
pensable helpmate. The first edition of Basic Facts is
nearly exhausted, and we are expecting to get out a
second early in the year. Tom L. Johnson’s My Story
is likely to have a'second edition (the first being exhausted)
in the early future, of which the serial pubhcatlon right
has been purchased by a Clevela,nd pubhsher The
letter concluded with a message of warm greeting to
all frlends on thls s1de




