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SN’T 3t true that crime springs’ from poverty? Not from

‘hopeless want in the midst of plenty to the. pmnt even of
quury. SRR : Sy,

I

Each of us naturally tnes to.escape . thls soc:al eondmon

. escape. .- But.if one .cannot escape the slough of poverty with-
" out thrusting others in, who: is ‘there that won’t sacrifice his
'nelghbor? And he who makes that selfish sacrifice, he who
thrusts others. into poverty in order. to escape it himself, isn’t

found ‘out, .
. Of predatory- crime, at. any rate. there seems little room

" . where: plenty .abounds. ~ Were this social condition unkdown

_species? . And' how. could there be predatory crime - if there
"’"were nio motive for theft? . ~'

Though it-bé true that predatory crime is - often msplred
_by love of adventure. rather than sordid greed for spoils, the
: spml§ being only trophies—like a bear’s. skin to- thefstrenuous

3 bouncls. and the horror- that the fear of it engenders, seem
1o lie-beneath -all things else.in the ‘regions of furdcious " im-

Institutional Causes of Crime

-_‘.,poverty when and. where all are poor; to.be sure; nor n- -
" every instance from poverty of the individual offender; but
" from; soc1a1 poverty—ithat is, the social condition of abject and

. ‘Each .may .indeed - he generous enough to. desire that all shall :

"_",xt he ‘that is labeled * cnmmal >—provided, of course, that he - :
.. resorts to methods that are under soc1a1 condemnatlon and" gets .

;_-‘for any other explanation than poverly in- social conditions

‘.and unfeared, what miotive: would there be for- theft of any - - o

hunter, or_a.province: ta. the ‘militant CONUETOT,. O Tansoms -
R 11 2 ‘the - ‘brigand - chief — neverthieless poverty “where. plenty-

_,.pufses Isnt there a notable lessenmg of: preda!ory cnme. not _




s -only when war offers opportumty for reputable explo:t .

. undemable facts. -of ‘common observatlon, vastly - more

. -trampdom s tich in ‘evidence of hke import,- for it ‘was;

" came.to: the Presidency, brigandage had: Jong’ made’ travel-m
L _Mex:co :insecure and" the possession. "of property - dangerou'
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" " also when' general prosperity invites to:useful adventare?
“isn't there a_ notable increase of crime when' hard  times
augment the difficulty “of earning an honest lmng? These_

‘portant ‘than 2 ‘whole volume of petty facts, difficult to: “Pro e
* and doubtful of interpretation, go' far to mdlcate that ‘pOver
- mrispires ‘the adventurous type of . predatory crime & well ‘as ‘:'
-/ that which is only sordid. S 3 ! ;
. Testimony to-the same effect is abundant along the whole'_’ .
: ‘-\hlstory of criminal. adventure,” The careers of. those old Iugh—"--
- waymen of the English heath who robbed: the: rich- and ‘gave
1o’ the: poor .are highly significant: of the influence of- poverty"
in" originating - adventirous - erime. . The - story - of - Amerlcan'-'-‘

: unhl poverty in -America’ became general.and for & g :
* - proportion of the people mev1table that the adventumus tramp L

‘.gottobeatype. R R S
. Similar testimony comies: from Mexlcu. It was I-us apprecl
o tlon of the . true nnpulse to crmmnal adventure’: that; enabled” -
T Preszdent Diaz to::suppress: Mexican brigandage. - When he

_ So intrenched and ‘defiant was it that an army- of troops could :
" not have suppressed it. But PresidentDiaz ‘caused. itto" sup :
press iiself. . ‘He i is: quoted . 8 having made :an - address to a
eouncil -of brigand léaders in which he said:" “You ‘-‘-‘_Eel_lows'
" ‘don’t like 16 do anything but.fight. ‘But all you get. out-of it - -
ls-ai;lwmg. and- sometimes it is ‘a- misesable living. If- yourwill
fight for me;: 1 wxll see that you: are given a- better lxv1né~_thain"
o ‘get-now;_ that. you have:good horses and that you live)n
_the’ motntains. as you please. . All T ask.of you.is- that Fou'i bey.
"my orders as to when to ﬁght The crlmmal bandlt we




--?Whiéh'iis"‘véluable:in'_its“sug'gestivehe'ss'- whether it be fact: or

is-only a misdirected: energy.”. Let ‘us add that the primary

with plenty. © -

other ‘forms: of crime. If yoﬁ"reﬂect,_ Lowever, ‘upon what you
" kiiow, you will have to" admit that crimes of passion, both
\ . homicidal and’ sexual, are offen obviously attributable to the
malign influences of poverty. . When this «cause is not obvious,

he 'slums; “are"so immediatély associaied with' poverty
. that the. 1se and .
~ almést as “obvious, :too, with ‘the more subtle’ sextil. crimes of
the over-rich? Rich roues could ‘not buy Vicious' indulgerices
" }t}iiére? wete 'no poor ‘men’s -Jatlghiér's"‘td be ‘tempted onit ‘of
énvironments of want into-lives of laxury:. = <0 a2
Let us. be: careful not to’ignore ‘the ‘point that poverty of -
the: iim'é'-bi'_e:éd'ii;g_' sort -is that ‘whick' cores in:contact-with

lose “themselves in“the noble Passions- that-commoi ‘ privations -

égard'greedy: boors ‘who hustle: for ‘the first driak ‘of lemonade
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therebyturnedmtosoidlers of ti;e Diaz r'e‘gime:'f'-Thié —iﬁci&éﬁi,. '
‘fiction, is borrowed: from & writer -whe ‘concludes: that' “crime.
‘influence whichmisdirects this ‘emergy is poverty . in contrast. :

*- - But though "if_:be'gdmi.t't_e‘d: that pqv_effty__qccbﬁnis_:fbf preda-
. “tory_crime, for that which is adventurous as well as that which -
Is sordid, it may not be admitted that poverty accounts for. .

a_little ‘investigation }bgp_eé_\th,thé_:s;ur'fa_ce_is’,-almqsﬁ certain ‘to - .
reveal it.". Homicidal passii;us.usually'.c_]evqlop'frdm.'sg’i]_xe,_uri'- :

‘ fair irgaigilﬁhg;'bq_t_ for property, a reaching out that wqu‘ld‘ be: -
éhﬂdi‘shv‘but for the spectre of want in the midst of \'y'e‘;_‘\lt"h; '

- And who shall say that this is not also true of sexual crime’?

Th cqé.:l: “and .B}utgli"kiﬁdé of sexual criminality whlch we .

relation of cause and effect is unmistakable, Tsn't it -

- ‘abundance. Were all without: wealth, envy and lust: would o

Iways' stisulate: - If all hiad wealth, - we should ook wpor . .
predatory: eriminals with -the amiable contempt ‘with: which we. _

fql’]ii_én’ii:"’Whei‘_é'-,jt.hefd'i's"-'pién‘ty" for-all ‘:But-;'i.uaémi‘.l"‘ih."a&-_:é' o

1
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few have wealth in superabundance. whlch comes to them for =
" the most.part ‘as tribute, and others are in’ a. constant struggle;_-"
“to-keep. themselves and those they love -out of the - slough of g
. poverly,” soc:ety Is infested w1th criminals,

L Are we told that crime is & product of hered:ty, or of‘ :
*environment, ot of hoth? This does not affect the contentlon._ :
These beredltary téndencies dlsappear ‘when there are’ no great -

contrasts of ‘want w1th wealth'to stimulate ther, The mﬂuences
of envivonment are“away from. crime if ihey are not vitiated -

o by the contrasts of wealth w1th poverty. Cnmmal tendencies -

o are stlmufated or checked as poverty is more or less: m"lmin_ent
‘and’ repugnant as the fear of ‘poverty is more or Tess ‘inteis,
“and: as useful or innocent’ opportunltles for' escapé fromi'it are *

Iess or more mvmng. Even'in amusements, the’ youthful v1tallty" -

,wlneh makes a daring yachtsman'of thie rich ‘man’s son; ;y,_ =
' lthh no more evil mtent. meke a danng crlmmal of the oor -
man's son. L ' - : :

'_':thls bxt of slang hacl been in vogue—an anecdote abo
]busmess man’s, mortlfymg experience thh phrenelogy
1llustrates the point. and I venture a repetxtlon of it, ..

Strolling up Broadway at: the- close of a busy day down.._ ‘
- town, the business man of this threadbare. story ‘dropped i’ at
* ‘Fowler and Wells". to,_ amuse himself with the new fad of which
they were the leading ‘demonstrators,_ He was a'wealthy man, -

Clag wealthiness: went in. that humb]e commercial era,: and he
‘had & distinguished name: ‘but-as half-tone’ portraits- -had not‘..'\. 3
. been invented, his features were unfamiliar to_the public’ and

‘the plmenologlst didn’t recognize him. : To- that ‘extent,. there-_‘
~fore, the eondltlons were favorable to a. phrenolog:cal test..
fhow true: the resultmg charaeter chart may have bee ;
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--_,the sub]ect hlmself coulcl have known, even lf he mlght be

-consxdered an.impartial judge: - .

¥ ~As the ‘story -goes the chart was in ‘no ‘wise deﬁclent m

o ﬁ‘.‘candor.. A present-day psychologist could-hardly be expected
Lt ‘diséover in a:star convict any finer assortment .of ‘criminal

"dlsnngmshed and -correspondingly respected sub]ect. :No

- propensities than that phreno]oglst aseribed to ‘his: wealthy and

o ‘species of predatory erime. seemed: from- that - readmg of ' this - -

.. yirtuous' business man’s bumps to be alien to his propensities.
* "He had the- 1mpulses of a sneak, the daring of. a burg]ar, the’
.skill .and tact of a forger, and the conscience of a" mummy.
sy Ity day this overworked. anecdote was interpreted as a
‘huge ]oke on. phrenology. But isn't it possible, and this withs
.. outpassing any. jiidgment wha.tever upon the merits of phren-

.1t not. ‘have beenthat the phrenolegist, uninfluenced by any -
_ ‘-_knowledge of Ius client’s reputation, had either- read or guessed 7
at the goocl nan’s propens:tles aright?- e

that the _mottified ‘hero “of " that. anecdote ‘was’.a’ hypocntc. :
. -"Nelther am"I: hinting - that ‘his idea of ‘honesty was- “of the
‘ "plratlcal busmess type of our own: day, theidea, namely, ‘that
if ‘you live a conventionally respectable: life,- are ‘true to’ your
_-erowd; your ring, your class, or. your associates, as you choose
“lte. demgnate them, and keep out of the peiiiténtiary, you: may’
jdo anythmg you' please. "I mean’ sxmply ‘that " while ' the

actually:existed “in - that- busiress man, c1rcumstances had en-
*.abled him -to- cultivate them profitably te himself- in ways that
SQemed useful :to-society. instead of detrlmental * May he not

oy’ Opportumty for proﬁtable and ‘energetic - usefulness, to. turd
from a caréer. of reckless Iaw-breakmg to one of soc1al servnce? B

: "oIogy. that 'iiz- fact ‘the. joke was on the business - man? May e

e say *“good man” deliberately, for’ I am' not* 1mplymg L

- -criminal’ propensities” charted by ‘the: phrenologist ‘may have -

havebeen. somewhat like- those bandits of Mexzco, who/needed - - -




Similarly; I assert that. erime springs. from: poverty I ‘cons

L theig - mdustry ahcl usefulness thls conceptlou of . ‘poverty

o’
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Perhaps this. view ~might find- further conﬁrmatlon ina
companson of the. propensmes with-the activities of detectlves. o
May.it not be that the old saying:abeut setting-a thief: to. catch‘-‘. L
- a-thief is' a wise orie: with reference not alone. to:skill, but also
to:psychological- adaptation? Jen’t-it: a. reasonable: mference- ol
that the natural quallﬁcahons of a born detective are: such.as
" would hav.e_._made him a criminal.if the- opportunity to‘.cha_aei
criminals had:not offered a more satisfactory ‘career of adyven- =
' ture i eIuding péverfy? I offer this observation: only. sug-

- gestively, and in no sense assertively.- ‘Whether tiue:or noty.it - i
- makes: little difference to the point under consideration; which ~ "
is that-poverty:in conditions. of plenty is the muther ‘of cnme—- ' ;1

“of may-be the stepmother. e T nelannl e i
*Nor am: I trying to. prove this wntb mmute cu‘cumstan—",'
" tmllty Tonly. submit it as an- incontrovertible- general - fact '
- of human experience and- observation.: In the anecdate: about
Chief - Justice . Marshall and Judge Story, Marshall s madez
habitually to say of the cases arguied before, him—" Story. the. -
“law: iof this: case is- so .and 'so; yow look up the: -authorities.’ e

.- ditions ofcontrast with. wealth, telling those who doubt to- look‘_.
- upthe facts. -In'my opinion. they will find few . facts to dls
' -::.'credlt the assertlon am:l none-.to controvert b

H. .
‘ But what then? What has: that to do w1th mstltutxona '
; causes ‘of. enme? Is poverty -an; mstltuhon? _
No, poverty . ltself mdundual .want,  is not an mstltutio
_mBut poveity: as .a..social phenomenon,- poverty in the nii_
"_plenty, the poverty. that inevitably ‘engulfs.so many in spite . of
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"aIl 1o escape, cthe: conchtlon of poverty that would persist for -
- some-though ‘all were industrions ‘and thrifty;- the poverty : that- -

poverty’ that falls to those who lose the game;play theynever '

_-there is. luxury for the few of Teisure—:this is the poveity that
_':‘—generates crime,” and th:s pcverty 13 dlstmctTy as product of' '
socml mshtutlons. _

: - One of the great: speculat]ve phllosophers of ‘our’ cmllza-
tion, probably the greatest that America has pmduced——Henry
- James the. elier—summarrzed the whole matter in his-Jecture of
~some: sixty’ years ago ‘on' Democracy and: Its Issues;” when he

- to- Jift all men. upiout: of the sloughof natural destitution and -
',"equalxze sculture, - reﬁnement “and ' comfort among: them, they
- .are not: faithful to-the divine mtent ‘and must fall info: dzsuse*".‘

~Itis nothing but this:legalized- injustice ‘among men, thisiorgan--
“ized*and chronic: inequality:: among them, which begets what

to say. they will i insure a child born' of one. parentage, a good '

© . yespect; Sumptuous: lodging, sumptuous-food, sumptuous: cloth-

- ing; and: they will insure another child born - of:-an: opposite
_-parentage,’ the complete want of all these thmgs, -and-yet they .-
wonder at_the existence of a dangerois “class -among. themi: 5
Let: them - change these: institutions,: let them dnsure all-the
-chlldren ‘born among them a. precisely equal social :advantage

‘dlsappear They wﬂl soon destroy. the sole existing: -motive.to-
rime;: for. crime. ‘s always directed. against-. mere . arbltrary-._

- falls to: those who- lose -the ¥ace,: run they never :so ‘fast; ‘the -

" so'well; the'poverty for the many whe ‘work, when andwhere '

. said: If the institutions‘of society do not incessantly endeavor,

aie ‘termed the -‘dangerous - classes’ in theEuropean communi- =~
" ties,  These . communities- ‘tolerate -a: privileged - classs- thatis' -

j-“.educahon. good: manners. a_ graceful: development. i inevery - o

: and ‘estimation; :and - they will ‘soon see the dangerous classes.- '

I admit. that a'manwhose passions: have.been - -
a,nother, even wzthout blame o1 __;the part of that o



- But this is not the criminality, society chiefly suffers from. Men .

- inst’il_‘utiqns_,wl_iich nsist upon distrihuting the bounties of Provi-
; dence unequally,” L L

Yoot iseeasy to say-that every man.is ;csponsibl_é‘e‘fo_rﬁ hlSOWn "

PN

i be :poor, sprovided. their qualities are adapted -'t_o'-th_i;_d;jdﬂe:jﬁ;..i_

- this is; confusing effect with cause.: Trite. js_the saying -that ;
* every one may make an honest living if he wants to, - Most

- making ‘tendencies of the period—high finance: it --m_ay' bein-
s ‘».When*pﬁysi-ca]. strength is. the désid'era_tum_fo;::sqcce‘ss“.

_conditions"in“which ‘the strong-mian fails ‘andthe: pu

. INSTITUTIONAL CAUSES OF GRIME. -

bﬂ;er.,.‘l_l;ay'; be. tempted,_iﬁ_ the anguish ' of d'is'a_ppqinpmgn.t_,f.,m - ;"
...blaspheme his.i_n_npcenfr,ival,-,and;even take his life on occasion,

willingly bear with the injury-—springiug:_ out of a wounded?;'éelf;' 3
love, knowing their- own liability to.need the same Aorgiveness,
- It is deliberate, . systematic ctime from which  society suffers, L
crime. that gives ‘mame to large.classes and Jocalities; . and..this.
. criminality is the product exclusively of;_;viciqus_ legislation, of

poverty, Most of us who have.eluded _-bogh,_ ppiréﬂy .and the ;
penitentiary are oveér-glib in attributing the. poverty of others . -
“to: théir: personal incompetency or vicious.. Propensities, - -Buat

of -us who say. it doubtless. believe it untl -we-dur'sj.elyés:_:fe'el;
-the' pinch of poverty, and then we- attribute our. misfort_un@ to
. hard luck or hard times, “Very good, but let-us rgxnglﬁber,. that. " .
with arniies- of people 'u:‘.here is hard:luck .or hard ‘times all "
cthe time, . B I T
. .- ‘That personal qualities are factors. in-enabling -the  poss
sessors to escape the slough of poverty. is. doubtless true..: But -

- these qualities  fail unléss they are exceptional. AR
. The:man of common or ordinary qualities: never becomes
rich except by. accident, and he is pretty lucky. if he escapes
being .poor.: Men of exceptiopal'.-qualitiés,'it,'i,s.-true',--n_t_:'e‘d;..po't L

one period.and high-sea. piracy-in another,.

-t

-_‘;caf'?ej:cgptibﬁal"'physigal-stj;e_ng’th: succeed, - But:there:ar often
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‘ course. but from superior ablhty of the kind' that pays.’ The -
: puny man’s’ super:onty fits thie ¢ crrcumstances. ) i
A bulldog is more powerful than a cat, but if superlonty
~in the ‘catching of mice were the measure of success,. the cat
,_would be .rich- and ‘the bulldog poor-—unless the 'dog: had a'
‘ 'way “of sharmg ' all the mice that cats catch.
L Al lawyers with “a nice sense of ‘honer would fail, whrle
: mferror lawyers without sense of: honor: would succeed rf per=
version ‘of the law: instead of its ]ust admmlstratmn “were the’
ob]ect of having'a lawyer : .
k Not only abrhty but’ adaptabrllty Is” necessary to “escape
3 poverty But the - real question  is” not- whether individial
- abilities - are factors: in determmmg instances’ of individual

‘m the mldst of plenty |s due to soclal mstltutlons. IR

5 o "III."'- N
L We aIl agree, of course, that poverty is lack of ‘weilth, ]ust' :

a5 we. -agree that darkness'is lack of- light. It is therefore a

-, condition’ into. which every one is horn. for every one. comes '
"naked ‘into’the’ warld, R s

- But the. same God—the ‘same natural law, rf yau prefer -
: thls fonn——whrch ‘brings us into the -world poor even' tnto
fnakedness. enidows each of ‘us with the capability even in “our .
own'persons, and' farnishes- us with the" opportunity  in our -
‘natural ‘and social environment, of - abolishing’ our’ individual -

o poverty In primitive circumstances this is obvious, ~ We' have -
only to apply our capabilities to' the earth, the' fruits of which
are bundant 1f we bt foster them; This givés only & meggre .
i to"'be sure—pnmltive and fonotonous, probably, rather

v' Iopetl ‘and -.developmg soc:al envrronment, and our: powers_"—.

Why? Not froin " superior - muscular abrhty, of ©

: "_poverty It is' whethér: poverty as a’ dreadful social condmon S

* But“add’ to out natural ‘environment “our’ dea
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1o abohsh poverty. multlply. By umtlng our abllltles thh those-' :

of our fellows. through: co-operatxon-—-dlwsmn of.labot we call -

"...it—we make the planet yzeld us.an. abundance for.all; and 'n‘-.f:
“such variety as to enable ~us to live. clvxlized mstead of pnmz-;

" tive lives... . S

Intelllgent ‘men who reﬂect know that under soclal condl- -

‘tons every. man who lives by work ;contrlbutes to: productlon."

more. than the share he.gets from production; 1f this were: not -

50 there would be nothing for those who. don’t work; for-it i

~only by work, somebody’s work; that anybody. can: live. .- That =

‘ everybody does not ‘work, we 2l know. - The. criminal doesn’t

" .work until he is ‘caughit and: mprisoned.: : The: pnwleged classes3 ‘

. do_not work.. for what they- get. from ‘their privileges, though'

they are se]dom caught. . Then; there is a class that does not’

work.and is not privileged.. We call this class the’ unempioyed."f

~ It would be truer to call it the- -disemployed, for it is preventecl?,

: ‘-from workmg—prevented by institutions -which dlscourage ‘hon-

_ est work, and while’ ‘punishing: conventional crime encourage_'

“the economlc :spoliation. that generates cnme. L :

- Since the dlsemployed are dependent, for a: lwehhood xupon L

- their.-work, and as a'class are continuously: denied .opportunity.

to’ worl-: theu' condltlon exemphﬁes the poverty that generatesjl

Thelr class Is- conhnually changmg in Its personne] ; If it

iy were not it’ would die of. The: &lsemplayed individual ‘today-

- may ‘have a JDI) tomorrow: or: next. week; an& the | emp]oyed'

" ‘individual of. today may be-out of work.ini a - day or: two.- Bu

- the. dlsemployed class- snnply as ‘a humap inass, is constan
 In:good times it contracts, -in: hard times it expands, But:in:
_“txmes It 1S- wslble to such af As- as. are wﬂlmg bo see—-—to a]l
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Men seek cnme “to get out of it; men commit. crime to keep

cnmmai Iwmg and lmpevenshed hvmg for the many - where-
ls‘fluxunous lm.ng for others, are. by actmn and ) reactxon :

,Shaﬂ we'enumerate the soczal mstltutmns whlch cIose that
' of Opportumty? '

t. mnght not be practlcable to name. them all But we can
t to two fundamental’ ones—so fundamental that if every
ther: were. aholishied -these - two, would soon’ reproduce crime-
Hng co:rdltmns. - Indeed, one of them is o much . more
-fundamental even than the. other that if all. the rest were abol-'
.!shed thls alone would re~estabhsh the poverty that. generates.‘ :

'1_'he ‘two mstltutions to whleh we allude—or rather the twd
“¢lasses of. instititions—are those. that obstruct industrial inter-
anges, commonly. called trade,, and.those that interfere with
a quare deal in;the use of the planet upon which we llve.-;

ny social institution. which interferes with tradé—and ve.
ot “meai -protective tariffs: alone, for they mterfere gnly.
_'mth‘mternatmnal trade in- commodmesﬁ—any such - institution
hecks co-operation in the: productmn of wealth, and:any cheek‘
production of wealth :helps. to. make disemployed men..

t of: prohiblt:pg ‘all trade. . If. there were. no trade:: at
there would be no:—.demand for workers. and If there wiere .

out of it;. men become habltuated ‘to criminal hvmg beeause o

e shou]dL see it easnly erfough were ‘we- to: contemplate'_ T "




o industry.  Workers are employed by one another. " Thcy eme

©+ with good- times. " Didn’t we see this in 19082 Didn’t: més
. of us see it in the '90s? *Didn’t some of ‘us.see it.in the 70s?

P
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" no demand for workers 16 one would” have work to doe except
as he ‘might do it fér himself crude]y, ag the savage dogs 1
Precmely -what this. extreme of trade restrlctiou would

: anythmg Tess than the extreme would’ do wnth a dlﬁ'erence onl)_r
‘in degree. * Make trade restriction greater “than it 1s, and ‘the
_.'dlsemployed class ‘would ‘increases make trade ,f;eqlf, and__thq_
: dxsemployed “class would diminish. - a

This is not an’allusion to the absurd notlon that a ciass"
" of employers is necessary to employment. It is an- allusion fo.n
 the fact that our industry. is. specialized, and that an arbltrary_ i
.check upon any speclalty is. by -action and. reaction a- checki._
“upon all. Workers’ are not employed by an employmg ‘class.. .’
Except as, employers are also workers, they are parasites upon-"

ploy_one another by means of trading the products ‘of .their
respective specialtiés. To- check- this trade is fo check mutuaF_
. employmerit. -But. to check: mutual’ employment: is ‘to. increas
. - the® disemployed class, to lessen the check 18 to dlmrmsh thc:
,‘.:dlsemployed class, et W
. As the disemployed class increases or dlmimshes, :
‘eriminal ‘statistics rise: or fall, - This-is no- guess. ‘Nor ;
* ‘alone an'inférence from general principle.. I¢ is ‘demonstrated
-- by experience, ~-Crime increases with hard tinies and diminishes’

' Don’t-we read about it in the-late "30s and- early 405? i ‘the.
. period  from" 1809 ‘down into the early 205, and in- the ériod
‘from 1784-down - to- 1809?

“‘Buf’ restrlctlons pon tiade constltute on]y on or two great
“causes of dlsemployment with - its - consequent e
_‘ cr:me, aud that is the least fundamental of the two
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jon. that makes dlsemp]oyment would be -as effectlve in. that
_respect as. both institutions together before. e i
zed llfe demands ‘not only that men. shall be un-
.trammelled i exchangmg their products. but also that they
 shall be untrammelled and equal in the right to the use of the
E '_'pl'net For it is from the planet, and upon the planet and
_means of- the planet, that men smust Jive, whether they live
_w1thout trade or with trade, _

' Just as, the individual mar is dependent upon the earth for
) sohtary or primitive livelihood, so- cosoperatwe man is de-
. _-—pen lent upon - the earth for. the highest: co:operative’ llfe. n-
gdeed there are: but two primary factors in any phase of our -
planetary existence—man and, the planet. All else is sécond-
':arjr,“ division of labor, trade,: government machlnery——all '
these are secondary. - ! .
.,leunk of ‘what would happen rf all mstltutlonal causes. of
 disemploymerit were abolished except the. mstrtutron of monop-.
: oly of the planet. .-+ | -
AR first: prosperlty would be tremendous. Everybody would -
'.be busy at making and trading, and enthusiastic  over his*
,ork and in the enjoyment of its. results. There would be no. -
:dlsemployed class and. consequently no impoverished class;. and .
if this condrtmn Tasted a- generation -or two, fear of poverty
- also: mlght dlsappear and with. it the criminal class;. - o

-But. it wouldn’t last a’generation or two if the institution
of pianet monopoly remained. . We should have a. boom. a
fgreat land boom. but the boom " would burst. - Why? For the
_same; reason that. the.land booms ‘of towns and cities and even .
o natlons burst when the pressure of’ planet-ownmg COﬂdlthﬂS ‘
: naps the tensron of speculative. prosperity: o
.rosperlty makes demand for land. If 1t rs Iocal proapenty
and 8. fer town sites; lf the prosperrty is. general the
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- tniderlying. éxplanation of all‘industrial crashes. Y

16 N INSTITUTIONAL CAUSES OF CRIME

. depos1ts and c1ty lots and ‘under. all k‘mds of txtie, fro'
. deeds to options and’ stock ‘certificates; - ‘Prices soar, ]
- the prices ‘of products but the prices-of land-——of spa
"p]anet._ The rising - price of products”sdon checks ‘prlccs of’- :
. products, but it doesn’t” check the price of Iancl “On the ¢o
' trary it raises it, for the greater produchon and the: specu!a.tmn :
- whlch it stimulates’ make demands for more: land... For ‘foods
stuffs ‘or machinery or’any .other labor praduct to double’ in
value is phenomenal even under the i greatest pressure; but land -
déubles'and quadruples again and again:" Most labor’ products
_are_cheaper now than when Manhattari Tsland - sold’ for $2
- But what of the value of Amierican land?- Afier & while ihe

", prices of land, the'source of all production, will' i’ ‘any penou_
. of speculatwe prosperity make production nprofitable, an
then “credit will crumble and the “crizh come. - This

. Other explanations may be true as far as they go;’ but thie
“den’t go tothe bottom.”  This" alone explams every b.ursted‘
- beom,. from Chicago’ in ‘the *40s 1o Seattle in the "903; it ex*
plains ‘the depréssion” of 1784, which' was" followed’ by ithi
booming times beginning with 17977-it explains the de_pressw“
"of 1809 ‘which extended into’ the "20s; ‘that of “183 Shich
extended to the *40s, that'of 1857 whlch was checke . :
" Civil War of ‘1861, that of 1893 which contmued untnl 1898,
D and that..of 1907 wlnch contmued until . 1914
.~ Whiat thiése phenorna have shown us in httle, e should= see
' enormous]y magnified if all the mstltutlonal ‘causes ‘of p'
* were ‘abolished except*the instittion ‘of fand monop_ol
"monopoly of ‘the planet. . The- mﬂated values ‘of “the i
would fall in ‘the general crasb just as 'they ‘did in’ Chlcag A
- the *40s'and in Seattle in the '90s; but they would recoyer
'nse hlgher ds prosperlty revwed and productlon mcrease ;
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as; they have: done in Chrcago and- Seatﬂe But what ‘of ‘the
drsemployed? -The' burdemng of- mdustry by the owners' of
the natutal sirie’ gua non of industry; the. planét rtself would -
créate a disemployed class if the old one had ‘passed away, and
~woild mamtam it-if it"had not: passed dway: and in that dis- -
"mherrl:ecl and outraged class the culture of crnne .germs w0uld
:stlll go.ol . . : : ‘
“ .. Inthe monupoly of the p]anet therefore, we may. ﬁncl the :
“:underfymg and- all-inclusive institutional; cause of crime.- '
-Not that thére areno other iristitutional causes. - There may -
‘be.many. - Not that there are. no hereditary, educational; -or -
other personal causes. There are many.. But in a generalizas

“tion: of «causes; this one-either comprehends most of ‘the others,
¥ would do duty: for. theém -all if the:other: social: causes were

abohshed ancl all the personal causes Were. cured

"‘.'-Mankrnd has not. been msensrble to the evrl character of
anet. monopoly.‘ ‘As far'back as history goes it tells gs. of
-an-appreciation by our: ancestors 'of -the importance: of equality
of -the: right to the use of the earth. They understood it in
R'*m_e Iong before the Gracchi. The landlords . of England'
‘understood ‘it when  they enclostd the common lands, " Te
secure this equality of right has been a part of the Amerrcan ‘
struggle for liberty, We thought we had succeeded when we
establrshed free trade in land." We thought for generations
of every: Amerrcan ‘as his own landlord. But'we are now’ slowly' ,
and painfully iearnmg thit through the- mevrtable operation of
tlr law ‘of economrc féntin‘a- progressive society’, land" va.lues
ad ance Thus ‘we are. recreating through real. estate trans-
tions & more powerful land olrgarchy than that of the: feudal
ns--an oligarchy’ all the more powerful because it strengl:h--‘
ith natural law mstead of: human Ieadershlp
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It strengthens as the ﬂood does, gathering. force as rt ﬂows. g
Feudal landlordisim has- passed -away, but capltallshc Iandlord—
ism- has taken its. place. Feudahstlc landlordism - governed :
_through personal relationships, plainly and’ brutally; capitalistic - _
landlordism governs by economic pressure and convulsron wrth'
the subtlety ‘and seventy of natural law, .

How to check this evil is evident enough to sofe,’ but I
. shall not discuss that phase of the matter now. - Readers . who L
are in earnest about ridding " 5ocrety of the criminal class: w:ll-'_‘
study institutional causes: ‘of crime '@s a practical questlon. and -
with -at least as much care as they study ‘what they may sup- -

- pose-to be hereditary causes. - i

I they do that, ‘they will mevxtably conclude that most of _

" our crime has an institutional origin; that is, ‘that it is in the -
nature of spasmodrc reaction, responsible. and- irresponsible,
_against society by individuals for crimes that soc1ety contmues i
- to commit upon mdmduals. ;

Whoever reaches this conclision will be drwen by hls own ;
good sense to the furthier one, that the- mother institition- of all -
is planet monopoly, and will look seribusly for the remedy. T
If. he does look for the remedy—really look for it—he will find.
it even if-he has to read Henry George s Progress and Pov—”
erty before he sees it clearly | '

My obJect here is not % suggest remed:es for time’ or,'_
antrdotes for any of its causes, It is: only to. help awaken those ;
"who may be studying crime wrthout regarcl to its: social-catises
T would awaken then if I' could, ‘to ‘the necessity. of - looking -
for social causes. I would also. awaken them to. the reéaliza-
- tion that those causes must, be removed: before ‘any really
valuable dragnosrs of other causes—-—:f others mdependently -
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e st—can be made. My functmn, in other words, recaHs the ‘
mark- of his servant to ‘that absent-mmded philosopher who 5
-had, dropped into. an ‘easy chair_for reﬂecnon and was mter—
‘_rupted by the squallmg of a cat. “Throw that cat out,” said
'_-the philosopher to the scrvant. Why, sir,” reblied the servant,
“you are sﬂtmg on the cat.”’ -So Iong as the social institution -
of: p]anet monopoiy allows idle appropriators of property pro- -
c]uced by: Iabor to sit upon its laborious producers, just so long
wxll the seremty “of society be dlsturbéd and the - dzsturbance '
‘take the form of crlme.




