THOMAS PAINE (1737-1809)

encourage the patriot cause throughout the American Revo-
lution.

Thomas Paine is one of the recognised legends in the found-
ing of the U.S.A. He was an author and revolutionary activ-
ist who took part in three revolutions. His role in American
history, as well as in world history, is monumental.

However, it’s debatable as to how much of a geoist Paine
may be classed. He certainly had that characteristic geoist
reformist zeal as well as being a fiercely independent
thinker. I would have liked him to define better what he
meant by property in his:call for “property rights”, but Mr.
Ed is no great scholar of Paine. In his defence it must be said
that, in the midst of all the epic events in which he became
embroiled, Paine barely had opportunity ‘to turn. his great
mind to geoist economics, .. :

Born to Quaker parents in Norfolk Engl in 1737, Paine
had only a basic educatlon He worked in vanety of jobs
including English government posmons bu :
successful. As an excise officer; he was. dlsml
service after leading (1772) agltatlon for hlgh
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gan just before the American Revolution. Pain
America in 1774, beanng letters of introduct;
jamin Franklin, who was then in England
pubhc1st he first pubhshed his African la
1n 1775, cr1tlclsmg slavery in Amer1

successful pamphlet Comm
argued that the colomes had

million people then living
purchased the pamphlet. |
first of a series of 16 pamphle

“But how often is the natural
propensity to society disturbed or
destroyed by the operations of
government! When the latter, in-
stead of being engrafted on the
principles of the former, assumes
to exist for itself, and acts by par-
tialities of favour and oppression,
it becomes the cause of the mis-
chiefs it ought to prevent.”

“All the great laws gf society are laws gf nature”

In 1787 Thomas Paine left for England, initially to raise

funds for the building of a bridge he had designed but after
_ the French Revolution broke out, he became deeply involved
“in it.-Between March 1791 and February 1792, he published
‘numerous. editions of his Rights of Man, in which he de-
fended the French Revolution against the attacks of fellow
slishman, Edmund Burke. The four inalienable rights he
e liberty, property, security, and resistance to op-
'pressxon Its basic premises were that there are natural rights
common to all men and that only democratic institutions are
able to guarantee these rights. The book was banned in Eng-
1and because it opposed the existence of a monarchy. Paine
strongly favoured self-government by citizens and was a
life-long practitioner of American free speech.

His attack on English institutions led to his prosecution for
treason and subsequent flight to Paris (1792), where he was
elected into the National Convention. Though a true republi-
can, he was imprisoned in 1793 under Robespierre because
he had voted against the execution of the dethroned king
uis: XVI.-During his imprisonment the publication of his
ge. .of Reason started, which was written in praise of the
hievements of the Age of Enhghtenment and it was from
at he was unfairly accused of being an atheist (he
eld liberal Quaker sympathles)

€ stayed m France until 1802 when he
ica after;_an invitation by Thomas J effer-

m the United States he learned

rica. He continued his critical
the Federalists and on religious

ly outspoken for his times and,

hot well liked in any country,

ad wielded vast influence over

1 1y because of the sensibilities he

o he died in poverty - m New York City in 1809, only
to be recogmsed and'reveted some t1me after his death.
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infidel, or simply forgotten for

“Men did not make the earth ...... it is the value of the
improvement only and not the earth itself, that is individ-
ual property .... Every proprietor owes to the community a
ground rent for the land which he holds ... from this
ground rent I propose to create a National Fund, out of
which there shall be paid to every person a sum.”




