A Comment by Lawson Purdy

IN NATERAL TAXATION, Wy
Thonzas L, Sherman, i s stated that,
By T80, pround rent oo 522 per
caplta o the Unlbted States and all
taxes—Ffedeenl, state, il locil—were
312,74, of whileh the federal tuy was
$0.27, Cround rent woubd have heen
ampte then Lo pay olb laxes, Aboul
1888 Willlam . Croasdale, then odl-
o ol Heory Georpge's paper, he
Stanedard, valled the lux proposoed hy
Goorge The Single Pux,” and
George's {olinwers »Single Taxers.”

Jotnr A, Zangerle nmy proves, n
the forvegodng article, thiat groand
rent wuoulil not stdHee (o puay the ex-
penses of Joral governiment, Lo say
nothing of the FPoderal Governiment,
Tar Polivy of Devemboer 1950, glves
per capitie stale ol Joeal Lases in
T as R ond Codera) as twlee as
neuch,

Mr, Zangerie wlvises the followoers
af Henry Grorge to deop thele nick.
mame of Single Taxers, When men
enrned thelr own living wal padd
thelr own bHs  aml goveemmoeat
mindoed s own buosiness ol wed-
dled fess with thie buslness of othors,
It owas commparatlvely  Inexpensive,
Nu e van foresee the comlng of
suelt o timue again.,

While Mr. Zungerle proves his
vase, b ihink there are good reasons
to buelieve that the vadue of Jand
today is vven less than he coneedles,
He bases an esthmate of tho per
vapitn v the United States us o
whole on the value of Jund In W
clthes of Clevelamd nl New York.
We do nol have rellable figures to
show the value of lud throughout
Lhe United Sites, bat we have evl
tletienr Lo sbiows That it iy less than In
1lu..- Clty ur Slale of Now York, Soles
rieus e pared with assessments
the CHy ol New York shiow {hat from
AW 1 1905 sules prhees were much
’!t‘ass. In 160 they wore about enual,
Fhe per vapita sesisserd vallue of jand
j.“ New York Clty thae yorr was
S (hat nelwdml Uie Tnmd of otiiily
corporations, In 1347, the per capila
assessil value of howd in e whole
state, alter making allowanee for
Poputation Incerease over 104, and
under-assessiment s estimated hy the
Stde Tax Connmission, wis S730L

[ BH2, the Census shows per

Moy 1952

caplin. payments of slote and Jocul
laxes In the United States io be
$71.86, und In New York BState
S1tL0H, The United States per capita
was {11.6% of New York's, The De-
partiment of Commerce reports for
W payments from all seurces of
income to Individuals per capita In
Lhie Unlled States 51,430, and in New
Yorie SBtate $1,768. This Indieates a
por cupit ineome for Lhe United
Slutes ahout T6% of that of New
York, and 76% of $730 Is $554. It
seems  prolable, thevefore, that, as
laxed, the land volue of the United
Htates  does not exeeed §5854 per
captti. Assuming a tox vate of 3%,
the untaxed value would e 5886.40.

Hoenry (feorge taught that atl men

have an equal right te the use of the
purth and an equal right Lo have the
price paid for the use of the earth
acerue to the public treasury, be it
mueh or iittle,

‘With this philosophy I am in
agreement—and I am also In accord
with Mr, Zangerle's bhelief that our
munleipal and county governments
ought to be empowered ito ralse a
much larger percentage of their reve-
nues than at present from ground
rents and community-created land
values, The fact that such revenues
would not be adequate to run the
Tederal Government does not invall-
date the desirability and justlee of
their use far local-govermnent.
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